
I II
L
rL-ttHa

1631

I couN

r

2027
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

FOR

ST. MARY'S COUNTY, MARYLAND



#
PROPOSAL
SUMIIIARY PROPOSAL AND REFERENCE REQUESTOR

POSITIONS
TAKEN ON

9.29.20
11.3.20
11.17.20
12.t.20

I DE.COUPLE
METCOM AND

COMMISSIONERS
OF ST. MARY'S
COUNTY DEBT

I move:
. to request amendment of Section

2'7-11 of Article 19 - Public
Local Lav's of St. Mary's County
so that the METCOM debt be
de-coupled from the
Commissioners of St. Mary's
County debt and

. to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Commissioner
Morgan

YES-- s
Guy
Colvin
Hervitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Yote on
9.29.211

YEI_- s
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

vote on
11.17.20

Amended I I .17.20

. to sign a letter ofsupport for the
Commissioners of St. Mary's
County legislative request to repeal
Section 27-l I (A) of Article 19-
Public Local Laws of St. Mary's
County as amended by Chapter
424 of the 2017 Session ofthe
General Assembly of Maryland
regarding the decoupling ofthe
METCOM debt from the County
debt with a cap for METCOM at
1.5% and St. Mary's County 27o.

I move:

Commissioner
Morgan

Commissioner
Morgan

YES_5
Gry
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Vote on
9.29.20

2 REDUCE AMOUNT
OF DEBT METCOM

CAN INCLIR to request amendment of Section
113-6 of Article l9 - Public
Local Lav's of St. Mary's County
to reduce the amount of
outstanding debt METCOM can
incur fiom 25Yo to 2%o and
to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

I move

2021 LEGISLATM PROPOSALS VOTE ON 9.29.20, 11.3.20, ll.l7 .20, 12.1.20 and l.l2.2l



3 PUBLIC FACILITIES
BOND

I move
to request authority to issue
($34.7 million)/("TBD") in
public f'acilities bonds for the FY
2022 budget and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Jeannett
Cudmore. CFO

Department of
Finance

YES _3

Guy
Hewitt
Morgan

Vote on
9.29.20

Amended l.l2.2l

I move:
a to request authority to issue $30

million in public facilities bonds
for the FY 2022 budget and
to approve and authorize Crnmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

YES _3

Guy
Hewitt
Morgan

NO -2
Colvin
O'Connor

Vote on
t.t2.2l

4 BUILDING EXCISE
TAX

Amended I 1/3/20

I move:
to amend our request for
amendment of 620 of the Local
Govemment Article to give St.

Mary's County the authority to
enact a building excise tax and
to set dates 1o phase in the excise
tax, tenninate the development
impact f'ee, and to grandfather
citizens who have applied for a

building permit and
to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Jeannett
Cudrnore, CFO

Department of
Finance

YES-5
Gu!'
Colvin
Helvitt
N'lorgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Vote on
r 1.3.20

5

TRANSFER TAX .
REPEAT OF SUNSET

DATE
I move:

to request to repeal Chapter
138-1.F of Article 19 - Public
Local Laws of St. Mary's County

a

Jeannett
Cudmore, CFO

Department of
Finance

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan

I

I

NO -2
Colvin
O'Connor

I

I



- to remove the October l, 2024
termination date of the Real
Property Transfer Tax and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

O'Connor

NO-0

Vote on
9.29.20

6 PUBLIC
ACCOMMODATIONS

TAX CAP
RATE INCREASE

I rnove
to request amendment of 620-
405 of the Local Governmenl
Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland to request authority to
increase the cap of the St.

Mary's County Public
Accommodations Tax rate from
five (5) percent to seven (7)
percent and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Commissioner
President Guy

YES_4
Guy
Colvin
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-1
Hewitt

Vote on
9.29.20

1
ST. MARY'S

COUNTY OPEN
MEETINGS ACT

REPEAL

I move
to request to repeal the St.

Mary's County Open Meetings
Act located in S9-501 through
69-516 ofthe Io cal Government
Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland and to require that St.

Mary's County follow the State

Open Meetings Act located in
g3- l0l - S3-501 of the General
Provisions Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland
and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearin on this bill

Commissioner
Colvin

YES_4
Guy
Colvin
I\{organ
O'Connor

NO- r
Hewitt

Vote on
9.29.20

I

I



8 BODY WORN
CAMERAS

ANIMAL CONTROL
OFFICERS

I move:
to request amendment of S [ 0-
402 of the Judicial Proceedings
Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland to allow St. Mary's
County Animal Control Officer
to wear body wom cameras to
record their encounters and

activities and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Stephen
Walker,
Director.
Emergency
Services
Department

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
OtConnor

NO-0

Vote on
9.29.20

9 HUMAN RELATIONS
COMMISSION
LANGUAGE

UPDATE

I move
to request amendment of $29-
106(bX2) of the Local Got't
Article of the Annotated Code of
MD to include sexual orientation
and gender identity within the
protected classes of people under
the Duties of the St. Mary's
County Human Relations
Commission and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
suppo( to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Lori Jennings-
Harris,
Director,
Department of
Aging and
Human Services

Vante Burkes.
Chair, Human
Relations
Commission

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Nlorgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Vote on
9.29.20

l0 AMENDMENT OF
LOCAL GAMING

PROVISIONS

Amended 1l/3/20

I move
to amend our request for
amendment of the local gaming
provisions for St. Mary's County
located in $ l3-2101, $ l3-2103,

$ l3-210s, $13-2106, $13-2107
and g l3-21 l5 ofthe Criminal Law
Article ofthe Annotated Code of
Maryland to authorize the
Commissioners to appoint a

"Commissioners' Designee" to
govem bingo activities and to
issue bingo permits and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters oI
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees for
hearin s on this bill.

Tirn Camcron.
Sheriff

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hervitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Vote on
11.3.20

I

I



1l

AUTHOzuZE
COMMISSIONERS

TO DESIGNATE
ROADS ON WHICH
GOLF CARTS MAY
BE DRIVEN AND

ESTABLISH RULES
AND REGULATIONS

Amended 1 l/3/20

I move
To amend our request for
amendment of $21- 104.3 ofthe
Tr0 n s po rt 0t bn Arliclc of the
Annonrcd Corle of Muryland to
authorize the Commissioners of St.

Mary's County to designate on
which roads golf carts are exempt
from motor vehicle registration
requirements in St. Mary's County
and to authorize the establishment
of rules and regulations goveming
the operatiorl of golf carts on roads

located in St. Mary's County and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign leners of
suppofi to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees lor
hearings on this bill.

Commissioner
O'Connor
and

Commissioner
Colvin

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Votc on
11.3.20

12

I move
to suppo( the request of a Bond
Bill in the amount of $750,000 to
repair/reconstruct the water
management pond/dam in Breton
Bay and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees for
hearings on this bill.

Breton Bay
Golf and
Country Club

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hervitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

\rote on
9.29.20

l3
ON.SITE

CONSUMPTION
PERMIT FOR CLASS

I DISTILLERY
LICENSE

I move
to suppofi the request of an

amendment of Title 28 of the
Alcoholic Beverages Article to
add section 404 to establish an on-

site consumption permit for Class

I Distillery License and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters o[
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees for
hearings on this bill.

Alcohol
Beverages
Board

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Vote on
s.29.20

I

I

BONDBILL I

REQUEST.BRETON I

RAYPOND/DAM I

REPAIRAND I

RECONSTRUCTION 

I

I

I



).4

EXEMPT
VOLUNTEER FIRE

DEPARTMENTS
AND RESCUE

SQUADS FROM
RECORDATION TAX

IN ST. MARY'S
COLTNTY

New proposal I L3.20

to request amendment ofg l2-108
of lhe Tax Property Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland to
exempt Volunteer Fire Departments
and Volunteer Rescue Squads in St.

Mary's County from paying
Recordation Tax and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees for
hearings on this bill.

Commissioner
Colvin

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Vote on
I1.3.20

l5

AUTHOzuTY
TIAVING

JURISDICTION -
EMERGENCY

MEDICAL SERVICES
(EMS BILLING)

Nes' proposal I 2.1 .20

I'Lrblic Hearing L5.21
Dccision Ll6.l I

I move:
to request adoption of a new
Public Local Law of St. Mary's
County that states that the

Commissioners of St. Mary's
County are the authority having
jurisdiction over the provision of
services provided by Rescue

Squads and Advance Life
Support ("Emergency Medical
Services" or "EMS") units or
entities in St. Mary's County and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Commissioners
of St. Mary's
County

Vote on
1.26.2t

l6

Bond Bill Request Sl.
Mary's County Sports

Complex

New proposal 12.1.20

I move
to proceed with the Bond Bill
funding request and forward to
the delegation for the new sports
complex in St. Mary's County
Maryland.

NO-0

Vote on
12.1.20

I move:

NO VOTE
TAKEN
PUBLIC
HEARING
SET FOR
JAN.5

YES-5
G,ry
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETING
ST. MARY's CoUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND CONI]\TTSSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

OCTOBER 6.2(120.\r 6:00 P.lr.
4I 770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEONARDTOWN, MARYLAND

REQLESToR: CoNtMISSIONER TODD NIORGAN

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTDcE srREET, P.o. Box 653, t.EoNARDToWN, NrD 20650

301-475-4200
TODD.MORGAN@STMARYSMD.COII

SUBJECTMATTER: TO REQUEST THAT THE METCOM DEBT BE DE-COUPLED FROM
THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. I\{ARY'S COUNTY DEBT

LEcrsLATrvE REFERENCE: Section 27-l I of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County

FISC,{I, IIIPACT: YES NO AllOUr-] :

REeUEST: To amend Section 27-l I of Articte l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County for the

purpose of de-coupling the METCOM debt from the Commissioners of St. Mary's County debt-

Sec. 27-1 l. - Percentage limitation for certain evidences ofindebtedness; exceptions.

A. Unless and until otherwise provided by ordinance of the County Commissioners within the

limitations provided by public general law, the aggregate amount ofbonds and other evidences of
indebtedneis outstanding at any one time may not exceed a total ofthe sum of two and fifteen

hundredths (2. l5) percent upon the assessable real property in the County other than the operating

real property ofa public utility and five (5) percent upon the assessable personal prope(y and

operating real prope.ty ofa public utility. However, tax anticipation notes or other evidences of
indebtedness having a maturity not in excess of twelve ( I 2) months, bonds or other evidences of
indebtedness issued or guaranteed by the county, payable primarily or exclusively from taxes

levied in or on or other revenues ofspecial taxing areas or districts heretofore or hereafter

established by law, Iand] bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued for self-liquidating and

other projecti payable primarily or exclusively from the proceeds of assessments or charges for

special blnefits or services, and agreements or other evidences of indebtedness executed or

g;uaranteed by the county, payable primarily or exclusively from investment instruments purchased

f,y th" county, that are guaranteed to yietd proceeds equal to or exceeding the amount ofthe

county's indebtedness, i." not rub.j""t to or to be included as bonds or evidences of indebtedness in

computing or applying the percent limitations above provided'

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 l,egislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.ur.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Ocrober 6 Joint Public Meeting with Cornmissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation al 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

TELEPHONE:

EMAIL:



B

C. All bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued by the County Commissioners for the benefit
of St. Mary's Hospital of St. Mary's County may not be included as bonds or other evidences of
indebtedness in computing or applying the percent limitation provided in Subsection A of this
section.

SuBNrrr BY AUGUST 26,2020 rol

CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARI''S CouNTr
4I770 BALDRTDGE STREET

P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDTOWN MARYLAND 20650
csmc(dstmarysmd.corn

AND ]\IATT NIoRGAN, DELEG.{TE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S CoUNTY
310 HoUsE OFFICE BI ILDT:,rc

6 BLADEi. STnErr
ANNAPoL|S, MD 21401
llriltt.lnorgar(l house.!l!ttc.lnd.us



Sec. 27-11. - Percentage limitation for certain evidences of indebtedness; exceptions

A. Unless and until otherwise provided by ordinance of the County Commissioners within the
limitations provided by public general law, the aggregate amount of bonds and other evidences
of indebtedness outstanding at any one time may not exceed a total of the sum of two and
fifteen hundredths (2.'15) percent upon the assessable real property in the County other than the
operating real property of a public utility and five (5) percent upon the assessable personal
property and operating real property of a public utility. However, tax anticipation notes or other
evidences of indebtedness having a maturity not in excess of twelve (12) months, bonds or
other evidences of indebtedness issued or guaranteed by the county, payable primarily or
exclusively from laxes levied in or on or other revenues of special taxing areas or districts
heretofore or hereafter established by law, [and] bonds or other evidences of indebtedness
issued for self-liquidating and other projects payable primarily or exclusively from the proceeds
of assessments or charges for special benefits or services, and agreements or other evidences
of indebtedness executed or guaranteed by the county, payable primarily or exclusively from
investment instruments purchased by the county, that are guaranteed to yield proceeds equal to
or exceeding the amount of the county's indebtedness, are not subject to or to be included as
bonds or evidences of indebtedness in computing or applying the percent limitations above
provided.

B. All bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued under the authority of the Sanitary
Commission Act shall be subject to the percent limitation set forth in subsection A of this
section. Responsibility for repayment shall remain with the St. Mary's County Metropolitan
Commission.

C. All bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued by the County Commissioners for the
benefit of St. Mary's Hospital of St. Mary's County may not be included as bonds or other
evidences of indebtedness in computing or applying the percent limitation provided in

Subsection A of this section.

( 1979, ch. 670; 1982, ch. 75; 2003, ch. 247;2005, ch. 526l' ch 424,2017)



Debt Oulslanding - Beginning of Year (1)

DHCD'Various Water & Sewer Proiects

DHCD - Vaccon Truck

Principal Payments - Existing Debt

Existing Debt

St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission
Capital lmprovements Budget - Recommended l/9/2020

Debt Ceili Limit An is

s4,807,983

7 ,152,371

279,594

(6,338,218)

$ 95,901,730

$

2,937,222

5 840.583

0 93%

$ 89,481,397 $ 83,061,444 $ 76,496,778 S 69,774.771 $ 62,937,a22

{6,419,Ss3) (6,564.666) (6,722.007), (6,836,950)(6,719,204)

$ 83.061,444 $ 76,496,778 S 69,774.771 $ 62.537,A22 $ s6,218,618

s

$

s

Proposed Debt (2):

Beginning Balance

(197,538)

$ 9,200,267
Ending Debt Balance

Assessed Value with 'l% Growth (3)

Debl as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY21-FY26

$105,101,S96

$12,488,950,

0

Allowable Debt Limit 2

Debt as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY20-FY25 0.89%

" Capltal Reserves Water / Sewer Contingencies that would have to be borrowed, but cann

Sewer Debt lo be issued

Capital ReseNes Sewer (Contrngencies) "
Estimated New Debt Prior Year's Sewer Proiecls

Water Debt lo be issued

Capital Reserves Water (Conlingencies) "
Estimated New Debt Prior Year's Waler Projects

Principal Paymenls -Proposed Debt

Proposed Debt

Excludlng C.pital Rese es Water , Sewet (Condngencl6)

Beginning Balance

New Debt

Principal Payments - Proposed Debt

Ending Debt Ealance Excluding Capital Resewes (Contingencies)

Assessed Value with 1% Growth (3)

s

9,2A2 201 2 365,212 5.556.6s2 5.756.133 3.247.U3

(746.885) (894,767) (921,61 1 ) (949,259) (977,737)

$ 33.168.216 S 38.242,575 $ 46,628,924 S 53,168,333 $ 57.072.077

$116,229,660 $114,73S,354 $116,403,695 $116,106,155 $113,290,69s

21,351,169 $

2,434,130

33,168,216 $

3,226,855

38,242,575 $

3,'t39,307

46,62A,924 $

1,224,535

53,168,333

1 267 638

0.95%

25%

0.930/0

254/a

$12 508,676,011

0.93%

250/.

$12,633,7 62,77 1 $12,760, 100,399

0.92% 0.89%

25% 250/o

677 $12,384,827,734

0 90%

on new prorects \flithout CSMC Approval.
o.920/, 0 89%

s 94,807.S83

16,209,770

s 109,400.566 $

1't,716,931

(7,166,838)

113,950,660 5

5,592,127

(7,459,433)

112,083,354 S

8,695,Ss9

(7,643,618)

113.135.695 $ 112.330.155

6,980,668
4,555,481

(7,786,208)
(7,696,941)(6 535.757)

FY 2025 FY 2026FY 2023 Fv 2024F\ 2022FY 2021F't 2020

$ 95,901.730

16,420.332J

s

s 89,481,

9,200,267

5,601,288

6 206.

(468.736)

$ 21,35'1,16S

0.9'l

s12.140.797.7 $12,26

09

(6 889,068)

s 104.481,996

11,807,638

$ 109,400,566$ 104,481,996 $ 113,950,660 $ 112,083,354 $ 113,135,695 $ 112,330,155 $
109,188,695

6S6 000 '177,000 4't 7,000 432,000 247

151.000 76,000195,000200 000347l



Debl as a Percentage ol Assessed Value CIB FY21_FY26 $12.488.950. $12.262.20s,777 S',r2.384,827,835 1',|2,508,676,113 S12.633,762,874 $12,760,100,s03

0 91% 0 880/" 0.89% 0 86% 0 89%
Debl as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY20-FY25 0 88% o'91o/o

NOTE ( 1) Debt Outstanding Beginning of Year updaled for the NOTE (2) Metoom ner, debl cunenl

year from the Prior Year Audil. This is the cumulalive calculation includes contingencies total of

Outstanding Debt, plus Undrawn.

NOTE (3) FY202O based on FY2O13 rolled foMatd al 1%. FY2021 Update utilizes MD Dept of

Planning 2018 data: Reduced by Sanitary Districts 7 and I (no facilities), and reduced by all public

property (County/Slate/Federal). lf FY2O2o was rolled foMard to FY2021 without update FY202l

assessed value would have been higher by S473k al $12,613.839,556 aM calculating lhe debt as a

percentage at .87% vs. the new calculalion of.90%

s12,140,797,

0.9'!% 0.89%0.90%0.93%



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23,2020 1:08 PM

George Erichsen; Patricia Stiegman
David Weiskopf; Angela Blondino; Neil Murphy; Jody Quasney
RE: Assessed value for METCOM property

We are using the version circled with "purple" - percentage changed due to updating debt

From: George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:51 PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; Patricia Stiegman <pstiegman @ metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stmarysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@ stmarysmd.com>; Neil

Murphy <Neil.M urphy@stmarysmd.com>; Jody Quasney <Jody.Quasney@stmarysmd.com>

Subject: RE:Assessed value for METCOM property

JC:

Great. And, we recalculated when I came over to Metcom a couple years ago instead ofjust adding 1% every year,

which they had bern doing for a while. As such, the S$S is about S400K lower than it would have been.

George Erichsen

Yes I saw the note 3 with explanation
Thanks jeannett

Get Outlook for Android

JC

Angela Blondino

----- Original message ------
From: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>

Date: 9 /22/ 20 7 tt5 PM (GMT-05 :00)

To: Patricia Stiegman <ostiesman @metcom.orP>, George Erichsen <geigh!g!l@M!!9Mlg>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskoof@stmarvsmd.com>, Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stma rysmd.com>, Neil

Murphy <Neil.M urphv@stmarvsmd.com>, Jody Quasney <lodv.Quasnev@stmarvsmd.com>

Subject: Re: Assessed value for METCOM property

From: George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 6:49:31 PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarvsmd.com>; Patricia Stiegman <pstiegman@metcom.org>

Cc; David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stmarvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino(astmarvsmd.com>; Neil

Murphy <Neil. Murphv@stmarvsmd.com>; Jody Quasney <Jodv.Quasnev@stmarvsmd.com>

Subject: RE: Assessed value for METCOM property

I



It is annotated in Chaper 113 and on our calculation sheet. ln short, it is calculated starting from the assessable base of
the County less all the Sanitary Districts where we do not have Metcom facilities and less public (County) properties.
We have to use MD Department of Planning information as we have to sort data by the 10 Sanitary Districts. Patty, feel
free to add any additional explaination. Hope this helps.

George Erichsen

----- Original messaBe -----
From: Jeannett Cudmore <@>
Date:9/22/20 5:10 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Patricia Stiegman <pstieaman(ametcom.orq>, "'gerichsen@metcom.org"'<ge-fi!.b!.9-0@!qC!!9!!= >

Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf (astmarysmd.com>, Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino@stma rvsmd.com>, Neil

Murphy <Neil.Murphv@stmarvsmd.com>, Jody Quasney <]odv.Quasnev@stmarvsmd.com>

Subject: Assessed value for METCOM property

Good afternoon,
After this mornings meeting on the Legislative items - Commissioners asked for the Assessed Value for METCOM

property.
ln looking at the Debt Ceiling Limit Analysis submitted for FY2021 CIB request, attached, it says for FY2021 is

5t2,740,797 ,700.
Question - is this just for METCOM's property? Or is this the projection for the entire County?

County's for FY2O21 total assessable base is 513,173,395,000 per SDAT - also attached

Let me know.
Thanks for your help,
leannett

2



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Rebecca Bridgett
Tuesday, September 22,2020 5.24 PM

Randy Guy; Eric Colvin; Mike Hewitt; Todd B. Morgan (SAIC); John Oconnor
Jeannett Cudmore; David Weiskopf; Angela Blondino; George Erichsen

(gerichsen@ metcom.org)
FYI:9-22-2020 lnquiry By Commissioner Hewitt

Debt ceiling sent to county 1- 14-2020.docx
Subject:
Attachments:

Commissioners,

please find the email below and attachment from George Erichsen responding to the questions earlier today during your

legislative proposals review.

Thanks, Dr. B

Dr. Rebecco Bolton Btidqelt
county adminittrotor
St. Mory's County Government

Chesopeoke Building
41770 Boldtidqe Steet
Post Ollice Box 653

Leoaodtown, Morylond 20650
301-4754200 X71320
301-475 4935 (Jox)

The views.ellected in this emoit ore those of the sender ond notnecessotily thote of st. Mory's county. This electrcnic message ond ollcontents moy contoin

confidentiol communi.otiont subject to the Electronic Communtcotion Privocy Act,18 U.S.C. 251O2527. Such conmunicotions orc confidentioland protecled from

disclosure ond ore intended lor the oddressee onty. t you ote not the ihtended oddressee, please desttoy the originol messoge ond ollcopiet.

From: George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom.org>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22,2020 4:04 PM

To: Rebecca Bridgett <Rebecca.Bridgett@stmarysmd.com>

Cc: gerichsen @ metcom.org; bbayl @md.metrocast.net; pstiegman @ metcom.org; rcbeaver@rcbeaverlaw.com

Subject: 9-22-2020 lnquiry By Commissioner Hewitt

Dr. B

It is our understanding that Commissioner Hewitt had a question regarding Metcom's assessable base as it pertains to

the legislated combined debt and the draft decoupling legislation submitted by Commissioner Morgan. Attached please

find the specific document that we annually forward to CFO leannette Cudmore for the County's use in determining the

comblned debt limit of both entities. The information attached was supplied as a part of the FY 21 budget process,

reviewed by our Board and forwarded to the County on L-14-2020. Specifically, Metcom's assessable base for FY 21 is

circled in purple on the attached for ease of reference (512.18, which is about 518 less than the County's), Please

forward this to the county commissioners to ensure that they all receive a copy

Commissioner Morgan's decoupling proposal includes the reduction of MetCom's legislated 25% limit down to 2.15%,

which corresponds to a significant reduction on potential Metcom borrowing. As always, if there are any other

questions, please do not hesitate to contact me anytime. Note: Mr. Beaver was present and was representing the

1



Alcohol Beverage Board's proposed legislation as their attorney not the Metropolitan Commission as we have no

legislation submitted this year. Thank you.

2



S l. l\t \R\ 's ('or'\ r l (;oYr.R\ur_\r

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

.lames R ( irrt. President

lrric Colr in. ('ornm issioncr
l\lichael L. I lc\\ ill. (onlnti:'sioncr

Todd [t. l\lorgan. ( trnrmissi'rrrcr
Johrr L () ( onn,'r. ( olrrni:rioncr

Nor ernber I 7. 2020

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
Marl'land House of Delegates
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 2 l40l

Re: Sr. Mary's Co. - 'Io requesr ro rep€al Section 27-ll (A) of Arlicle l9- public Local [,a*.s of St.
N{ary's Coung- as amended by Chapter 424 ofthe 2017 Session ofthe Ceneral Assembly of
Maryland regarding the decoupling of the METCOM debr from the County debt with a cap for
METCOM at I .5% and St. Mary's County 27o

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Commissioncrs ofSt. Mary's Count\ support the requesl to repeal Section 27-ll (A) of Article
l9- Public Local Laws of St. Man'' s Countl as amended b) Chapter .124 of the 201 7 Session of rhe
General Assembll of Maryland regarding the decoupling of the METCOM debt from rhe Count) debr
rvith a cap for ME ICOM at 1.5% and St. Man's Countl. 2910.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and it will benefit the cirizens of St. Marl's Counq.
We look forward to working uith )ou on lhis and other initiatives throughout the session.

Sincerely,
()t \1.\1,\R\ \(()l \t\

Rand; Gu1.

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Eric Colvin. Commissioner
tr{ichael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner
Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, Counit- Attomey

i,tl! i
f*i,,



S r. II \R\ '\ ('or \r \ (ior r nrrrr rr

C()MMISSIONEITS OF
ST. MAII.Y'S COUNTY

Jarncs R. Gu1. President

Eric Colvin. Cornm issioner

Michael l-. Hervitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Septcntbcr 19. I010

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
lVtaryland House of Delegales
310 House Ot'fice Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 2l 401

Re: St. Mary's Co. - To De-Couple the 1\4I'.TCOM and Commissioners ol'St. N{ary's Countl

Debt Section 27-ll ol Arricle l9 - Puhlic 1,ur'r,1 1.11v's ofSr. ]tktry's Counn

Dear Chairman lr'lorgan

l he Commissioners olSt. Mary's County support the amendment of Section 27-ll of Article
t9 of the Public Locul La:l's oJ St. llan .s Cbanr1'to de-couple the METCOM debt from the

Commissioners of St. Mary's Countl debt as requested by Commissioner Todd Morgan.

We appreciare the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

cirizens olSr. Mary's County. We look forward to r.r'orking with you on this and other initiatives

throughout the session.

Sincerely,
CoM ISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COTNTY

r, &a
s Rand.v (iu1'. President

CSlvl(.'AB/sf
I:/( onscnu20:0i ll0

Cc: Senator Jack Bailel
Delegate Cerald Clark
Delegate Brian CrosbY
Commissioner Eric Colvirr
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgetl, Count)' Administrator
David WeiskoPf. CountY Attorne)

P'o'Box65].CtltlSrlPtAKt]BUlt-LnN(;.4|770R^l-t)Rllx;t:sI..LF-oNARDl.owN'Nll)20650
pHoNE 30l.4?5.4200. 1\ r. 1350 ' FAx 301 .475 4935 ' www stmarvsmd com ' CSMC@S ruAR\ s!!tD ( oM



*- .1. James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GoVERNNIEN t'

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

HB St. Mary's County -
De-Coupling Metropolitan Commission Debt and

County Debt

SUPPORT

,2021

Delegate , Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - De-Coupling METCOM and County Debt
Hearing on 2o2t

Dear Chaiman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: _ De-Coupling
METCOM and County Debt which is being heard in the Committee on

2021

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, Presrdent

('c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michacl Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Motgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC . 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301.475.4935 I u,wrv.stnr . CSMC(!STMARYSMD.coM
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ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

'4r

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County -
De-Coupling Metropolitan Commission Debt and

County Debt

SUPPORT

.2021

Senator . Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: - De-Coupling METCOM and County Debt
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: 

- 
- De-Coupling METCOM and

County Debt which is being heard in the Committee on ,202t.

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill 

-. 

We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLINTY

James Randy Cuy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administratot
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.o. BOX 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNG . 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 +1350. FAx 301.475.4935 r www.stmarvsmd.com ' CSMC@STMARYSMD.coM

*-
s'
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

.IorNT MEETTNG

ST. MARY'S CoUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATTON AND COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
OCTOBER 6.2020 rr 6:00 P.\t.

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEONARDTOWN, MARYI,AND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.

September 22 - Legislative Proposals will be presenled to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m

October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQt'EsToR: Colr\ Ssto\f R ToDD I\loR(;Al-

ADDRI]SS: 41770 BALDRTDGE srREET, P.o. Box 653, LEoNARDToII'N, NtD 20650

TELEPHoNE:
EMAIL:

301-475-4200
TODD. NTORGAN@ST i\IARYSf, ID.COI\I

SUBJECT MITINN: TO REDUCE THE AMOTINT OF OUTSTANDING DEBT TIL{T METCONI CAN INCUR.

LEGTSLATTVE REFERINCE: Section I l3-6 of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County

Altot \T:

REeuEsT: To amend Section I l3-6 of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County to reduce

the amount of debt that METCoM can incur fiom TWENTY FIVE (25%) PERCENT to TWO AND

FIFTEEN HUNDREDTHS (2.I5%) PERCENT.

FrscAL INtPAcr: YEs No

I l3-6. Bonds; authorized, restriction, issue.

A. (l) For the purpose ofproviding funds for the design, construction, establishment, purchase or

condemnation of water supply and sewerage systems in any of the sanitary districts, the Metropolitan

Commission, upon the approval of the Commissioners of St. Mary's County and in accordance with $ 27-

I I of the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, is authorized and empowered to incur debt. from time to

time, upon the full faith and credit of St. Mary's County, in such amounts as it may deem to be necessary

to carry on its work, but at no time shall the total debt outstanding for all purposes under this chapter

exceed TWO AND FIFTEEN HUNDREDTHS (2.15) PERCENT- TWENTY FM (25) PER€ENT

of the total value ofthe property assessed for County taxation purposes within all ofthe sanitary districts

in which public water or sewer facilities are located.

SrrBNrr r BY ALJGUST 26,2020'toi
CoMMIssIoNERs OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY AND MATT MORGAN, DELEGATE

41770 BALDRIDGE STREET DTSTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S COUNTY

P.O. BoX 653 3IO HOUSE OTFICE BUILDING

I,EoNARDTOWN MARYLAND 20650 6 BLADEN STREET

csmc@stmarysmd.com ANNAPoLIS' MD 2I40I
matt.morgan(arhouse.state.n]d.us



Sec. 113-6. - Bonds; authorized, restriction, issue.

A. For the purpose of providing funds for the design, construction, establishment, purchase or
condemnation of water supply and sewerage systems in any of the sanitary districts, the
Commission, upon the approval of the Commissioners of St. Mary's County and in accordance
with S 27-1 1 of the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, is authorized and empowered to incur
debt, from time to time, upon the full faith and credit of St. Mary's County, in such amounts as it
may deem to be necessary to carry on its work, but at no time shall the total debt outstanding
for all purposes under this chapter exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total value of the
property assessed for County taxation purposes within all of the sanitary districts in which public
water or sewer facilities are located. Subject to the conditions contained herein, the form, tenor,
manner and all other matters relating to the incurrence of debt, including, but not limited to, the
issuance of bonds under this chapter shall be prescribed in a resolution to be adopted by the St.

Mary's County Metropolitan Commission prior to incurring additional debt. Except as provided in

$ 27-11 of the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, the issuance of bonds may not be subject
to any limitations or conditions contained in any other law, and the commission may incur debt
in such manner and for such price as it may determine to be for the best interests of the

Commission as approved by and the Commissioners of St. Mary's County. Any bonds issued

shall be serial bonds issued upon the serial maturing plan and in such denominations as shall

be determined by the Commission. Any debt incurred by the Commission may be prepaid or

redeemable before maturity, as permitted by the debt instrument' at the option of the

Commission at such price and under such terms and conditions as may be fixed by the

Commission prior to the incurrence of debt. Any related interest owed shall be at such rate or

rates payable not less than semiannually, as shall be determined by a resolution of the st.
Mary's County Metropolitan commission adopted prior to the incurrence of debt. All debt

incuired by the Commission shall mature in not more than forty (40) years after date of issue

and shall be forever exempt from state, city and county taxation as hereinafter provided. All

debt instruments and related documentation to evidence any indebtedness shall be issued

under the signature and seal of the Commission and shall be unconditionally guaranteed as to
payment of both principal and interest by the commissioners of st. Mary's county, a political

su6dirision of the State of Maryland, which guaranty shall be endorsed on any such debt as

may be issued in the following language: "The payment of interest when due and the principal

at maturity is guaranteed by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County, Maryland " Such

endorsem;nt shall be signed on any bonds issued by the commissioners of st. Mary's county
within ten (10) days after any bonds are presented by the commission for such endorsement.

B. The principal amount of any commission debt as permitted hereunder, the interest payable

thereon, and any income derived therefrom, including any profit made by the commission in the

sale or transfer ihereof, shall be and remain exempt from taxation by the State of Maryland and

by the several counties and municipal corporations of this State.

(1957,ch.816,sec. 179 1966.ch. 175 1967,ch.342,sec. l6l;1970,ch.396; 1976,ch'911;

197 7, ch. 5 63 ; 20 I 2, ch.'7 O4; 2Ol 6. ch. 284; 20 I 7, ch. 424; 201 8, ch. I 08)



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Rebecca Bridgett
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 '10:07 AM
David Weiskopf; Angela Blondino
FW: Assessed value for METCOM property
METCOM Debt Ceiling Analysis FY2021.pdf; County Debt Capacity 7-7 -2020.pdf

FYI

From: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 5:38 PM

To: Rebecca Bridgett <Rebecca. Bridgett@stma rysmd.com>

Subject: FW: Assessed value for METCOM property

From: Jea nnett Cudmore
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 5:10 PM

To: 'Patricia Stiegman'<pstiegman@metcom.orp>;'gerichsen@metcom.org'<gerichsen@metcom.orq>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf (astma rvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino @stmarvsmd.com>; Neil

Murphy < Neil. M u rphv(ostmarvsmd.com>; Jody Quasney <.lod ua ne stma smd.com>

Subject: Assessed value for METCOM property

Good afternoon,
After this mornings meeting on the Legislative items - Commissioners asked for the Assessed Value for METCOM

prope rty.
ln looking at the Debt Ceiling Limit Analysis submitted for FY2021 CIB request, attached, it says for FY2021 is

572,t4O,797 ,700.
Question - is this lust for METCOM'S property? Or is this the projection for the entire County?

county's for FY2021 total assessable base is S13,173,395,000 per SDAT - also attached

Let me know.
Thanks for your help,
Jeannett

What I sent to them.
See footnote #3 (bottom of METCOM Debt Ceiling Analysis)- they take their assessment from MD Department of
planning less reduced by Sanitary districts with no facilities,
Thus the difference of 51,032,597,300 compared to what is used on County's Debt Capacity (13,173,395,000 - less

L2,140,797 ,700l..

1



St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission
Capital lmprovements Budget - Recommended 11912020

Debt Ceili Limit Analysis

Debt Outstanding - Eeginnng ol Year (1)

DHCD - Vanous Water & Sewer Prolecls

OHCD - Vaccon Truck

P(ncipal Payments - Existrng Oebt

Exrsting Debl

s

s

$

94 807 983

7 .152 371

$ 89,481,397 $ 83,061.444 $ 76,4S6,778 $ 69,774,771 S 62,931.822

(6.419,953) (6,s64.666) 16,722.0071 (6,836,9s0) (6,719,204)

s 83,06't.444 $ 76.4S6 778 $ 69,774,771 $ 62,53?,A22 $ 56,218,618

Proposed Debt (2)

Begrnnrng Balance

(6 338,218)

s 95,901,730

5

2,931222

5 840 583

(197.s38)

$ 9,200,267

$105.101.996

Ending Debl Ealance

Assessed Value with 1% Growth (3)

Debt as a Percenlage ol Assessed Value CIB FY21_FY26

Ercludlng Capital Reserves Water, Sewer (Contingencies)

Eeginning Balance

Ne!', Debl

Principal Payments - Proposed Debl

Ending Debl Balance Excluding Capltal ReseNes (Conlangencies)

Assessed value \Y[h 1% Growlh {3)

21,351,16S $

2,434.730

33,168,2',t6 S

3.226,855

38,242,575 $

3,139,307

46,62E,924 S

1.224,535

53,168,333

1 ,267 634

0.950/o

250/r

0.93%

s12 508.676.011

0.93%

25%

s12,633 762.11 I S1 2.760,100,399

0.92% 0.89%

25% 250/0

s

2.365,272 5.556,652 3,281 a43

(746,88s) (834,767) 921,611) \945 2s9l 19t7 .t 37 )

s 33,168.216 $ 38,242,575 $ 46 628,924 S 53,168,333 $ 57,072,077

$116.229.660 $114.73e354 $116.403.695 $116,106,155 $113,290,695

$ 12.488,950, 677 512 3A4,A27 734

0

Allowable Debl Lrm

Oebt as a Percenlage ol Assessed value CIB FY20_FY25 0 89% 0.93% 0 90%

',c Reserves Water / Sewer (Conti cies) that would have lo be borrowed, but cann cts without CSMC

0 8s%

sS 94,807,983

16.209,t10

0 92%

109,400,566 $

11.7r6.931

(7,166,838)

113.950,660 S

5.592,127

(7,4s9.433)

112,083.3s4 $

8,695,959

(7,643.618)

113,135,695 $ 112,330,155

6.S80,668
4,555,481

(7,786,208)
(7,696.941)(6,535.757)

FY 2026FY 2024 FY 2025F\ 2023FY 2022FY 2020

$ 95,901.7

\6 42A 332)

S

s 89.481.397

I,200,267

5.601

6 206,350

(468.736)

$ 21 351,16

0.9'l %

$12,140,797. s12

0g

25'/"

(6 889.068)

5 104,481.996

11.807.638

s 109.400.566$ 104.481,996 $ 113.S50,660 $ 112,083,354 $ 113,135,6S5 $ 112,330,155 $

109,188.695

Sewer Debt to be issued

Capital Reserves Sewer (Contingencies) "
Estimated New Debl Pnor Year's Sewer Proiects

Water Debt to be issued

Capital Reserves Water (Contingencies) "
Eslimaled New Debt Prior Year's Waler ProFcls

Principal Paymenls -Proposed Debl
Proposed Debt

151,000 200 000 195,000 76 000 79 000

g 282 201

696,000

5 756.133

432,0@

FY 2021

347

EJ!J3a*6{



Debl as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY21-FY26 $12.488.950, s12,262,20s,777 $12,384827,835 S12s08,676,113 $12,633 762,874 S12,760,100,503

0 91% 0 88% 0 89% 0 86% 0 8s%Debl as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY20-FY25 0 88% o glok

NOTE (1) Oebl Outslanding Beginning of Year updaled lor lhe NOTE (2) Melcom new debt current
year from the Prior Year Audil. Thas is the cumulative calculalion includes contangencies lotal ol
Outslandrng Debt. plus Undrawn.
NOTE(3) FY2020 based on FY2013 rolled foMatd al1'k FY2O21 Update utilizes MO Dept of
Planning 2018 dala: Reduced by Sanitary Drslricts 7 and I (no facllrtles), and reduced by allpublc
property (Counly/State/Federal). ll FY2020was rolled loMard lo FY2021 withoul update, FY2021

assessed valLre would have been highe. by $473k at $12 613.839,556 and calculating lhe clebl as a
percenlage al 87% vs lhe new calculation ol 90%

$12,',t40.797,

0.91%0.93% 0.90% 0.89%o.u./.



Proiected Assessable Base 3-2020
% incrcase

12.624,397 .947
1.5%

Fiscalyear

Legal Debt Limit - 2.15% 58737

Potential Borrowing - County
Potential Borrowrng - [rETCOlvl

(Based on FY21 METCOIM CIB)

Calculations based on ootenlial borrowino
Outstanding Debl - lilETCOIV]
Oulslanding Debl - County
Tolal Debl - Couniy & METCOM
Outstanding Debt as o/o o, Base
Debt Marqin

20 y6ars, 3% County
PRINCIPAL
INTEREST

Totaldebt service

Assessed Property

Legal Debt Limat 2.15ol.
County Debt
Outslanding Debt as % of Base
Debt Ma

Legal Debl Limit 2%
County Debt
Outstanding Debt as % ol Base
Debt in

METCOM Only
Assessed Property

Chapter 113 Allo,/'/ed 25%
METCOM Debl
Outslanding Debl as % of Base
Debt tn

Debl in

LegalDebt Limit 2.00%
METCOI, Debt
OutstaMirE Dobt as % ol Base
Debl

Debt Capacity with METCOM 2.15%
2021

12,849 .448,741
1.a%

13,173.395.000
2.5%

30,000,000
16.209.770

30,000,000
12.307 638

2023 2024 2025

't 3,705,600,158
2.00/o

13,979.712.16'l
2.0%

1 4.2 59.306.404
2.0%

14.544 .492,532
2.0%

294,670,403 300,563,811 306,575,088 312,706,589

25,000.000
5.592.127

25,000,000
8 695.959

20,000,000
6.980.668

20.000.000
4.555.481

9,826,363
5,202,422

1'1,069,2E3
5,589,490

10,634,221 10 520 726
5 895 785 6,'1'1 1 318

2020

107.379 038
134,791,553
242,170,591

1.Uo/,
41,057,102

271.424 556 276,263.149 283.227 593

92 291 615
93,651,454

185,949,059
1.470/.

85,475,48?

101 971 629
1 13,588,014
215,559,643

1.68%
60,703,506

1T0.038 488
169,668,292
279,706,780

2.O1./.

14,963,623

1T 1 078 633
183,599,009
294,67? ,442

2.110/.
5,886,169

1 10.260.530
192,964,788
303,225,318

2.130/,
3,349,770

107 106 131

202.444.062
309,550,193

2.13./"
3,156,396

I092.956
2,693 427

Additional Debt allowed

Assessmenl trmes 2-00%

Additional Debl allorr,/ed

Addilional Debl allo\.r,ed

Assessment times 2.15%

Addilional Debl allo\ red

Assessment times 2%

Additional Debl allo!/ed

8,796,461
3,806 S32

11.786.383 13,140 881 12 603 393 15.028.785 16 658 773 16 530.006 16 632.044

SDAT

Assessment limes 2.15%

13,173,395,000

148

128 7 347

12,140,797,700

153 648 113

o02 111 116 964 802 113 610 300 110 262 527

104 443 711 95 995 234 92 221 340 88 445 789

283.227.993
134,791,553

1.02./.

294,670,403
169,668,292

1.24.h

300,563 811
183.599.009

1.31./.

306,575,088
192,964,788

7-35.1

312,706,589
202.444,062

1.39%

263.467.900
134.791.553

1.020h

27 4 .1-t2.003
169,668.292

1.24./.

279,594.243
183.599,009

1.31%

2E5,186,128
192.964.78E

1.35./.

290.889.851
202,444 062

1.39%

MD Planning less Sanrtary Drstricls 7 & I

Assessmenl limes 25% 3,035,199,425
107.379,038

0.88%

3,096,206,934
110,038,488

0.E9%

3,'127,163,003
'111,078,633

0.89%

3,158,440,693
110,260,530

o.87%

3,190,025,100
'107 106.131

0.u%
387 986,1 370

157 901 151

163 3

70 157,236 028

261 ,027 151
107,379,038

0.88%

266,273,796
1't0,038,488

0.E9%
155,235,308

268,936,534
11 1.078,633

0.89%

271 .625,900
110 260,530

0.87%

274,342,159
107,106,131

o,u%

247 .656.555
110,038,488

0.89%

250.173.520
11 1,078,633

0.89./.

252.675,255
110,260,530

o.a7%

255.202.008
107,106 131

o.u%

13.436,862,900
2.0%

30,000,000
11.716.93'1

]] r 917 635
154,494,655
266,4't2,290

1.94%
22,480,262

10,296,898
4.723,589

13,436,862,900

2a8 892.552
154,494,655

1.15%
134,397 ,897

15 o20.487

2022

268 737 .258
'154,494,655

1.15%
114,242,603

12,262,205,67 7

3,065,551,419
1 1 1 ,917,635

0.91%
2,953,633,7E(

263,637 422
111 917,635

o.91%
151,719,7A7

245 244.114
111,917,635

0.91./.
133,326,479

T \Legrslar onu02l \Debt Capac[y'Latest Vers on

242.815.954
107,379 038

0.88%
135,436,916 137 067 1 887 1 725 1i!8 877

2019

10,063,440
3.077,441

2026

Countv Onlv

Lesal Debt Limil2.15%
METCOId Debl
Outslanding Oebl as % ot Base

13,705,600,1s8 13,979,7',t2,16'.t'14,259,306,404 14,544,492,532

12,384,427,734'12,508,676,01't 12,633,762,771 12,760,100,399

288.892 552



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

hsen m om

We use the average last three years growth for future years on County Debt Capacity.
Good to be consistent.
Thanks, Jeannett

From: Patricia Stiegman <pstiegman@metcom.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:24 AM
To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; George Erichsen <gerichsen@ metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@ stma rysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarysmd.com>; Neil
Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>; .lody Quasney <Jody.Quasney@stmarysmd.com>

Subject: Re: Assessed value for METCOM property

Yes, hopefully note three explains it. The Dept of Planning does not update their information every year, so you can see

we use a 1% groMh for future years.

Thanks !

Patty Stiegman, Chief Financial Officer
St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission
23121 Camden Way
California, Maryland 20619

Serving Customers in St. Mary's County Maryland Since 1964

-- Original Message ----
From: "Jeannett Cudmore" <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarvsmd.com>

sent: 9 /22/ 2O2O 7 :15:03 PM

To: "Patricia Stiegman" <pstiegman@metcom.ore>, "George Erichsen" <

Cc: "David Weiskopf" <David.Weiskoof@stmarvsmd.com>, "Angela Blondino" <Ansela. Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>,
"Neil Murphy" <Neil.M urphv@stma rvsmd.com>, "Jody Quasney" <Jodv.Quasnev@stmarysmd.com>

Subject: Re:Assessed value for METCOM property

Yes I saw the note 3 with explanation
Thanks .jeannett

Get Outlook for Android

n

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:28 AM
Patricia Stiegman; George Erichsen
David Weiskopf; Angela Blondino; Neil Murphy; Jody Quasney
RE: Assessed value for t\4 ETCON4 property

Work: 301-737-7400 x 205

FaY 301-737 -7 457

Email: pstiegma n @metcom.orR

1



Good afternoon,

After this mornings meeting on the Legislative items - Commissioners asked for the Assessed Value for METCOM

property.

tn looking at the Debt Ceiling Limit Analysis submitted for FY2021 CIB request, attached, it says for FY2021 is

512,L4O,797,7O0.

Question - is this just for METCOM'S property? Or is this the projection for the entire County?

Thanks for your help,

Jea n nett

2

From: George Erichsen <gerichsen @ metcom.ora>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 6:49:31. PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarvsmd.com>; Patricia Stiegman <pstiepma n@ metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf(astma rvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Anqela.Blondino@stmarvsmd,com>; Neil
Murphy <Neil.M urphv@stma rysmd.com>; Jody Quasney <Jodv.Quasnev@stmarysmd.com>

Subiect: RE: Assessed value for METCOM property

JC:

It is annotated in Chaper 113 and on our calculation sheet. ln short, it is calculated starting from the assessable base of
the County less all the Sanitary Districts where we do not have Metcom facilities and less public (County) properties.
We have to use MD Department of Planning information as we have to sort data by the 10 Sanitary Districts. Patty, feel
free to add any additional explaination. Hope this helps.
George Erichsen
--..-- Original message ------
From: .,eannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore(astmarvsmd.com>
Date:9/22/20 5:L0 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Patricia Stiegman <pstiegman@ metcom.org>, "'gerichsen@metcom.org"'<gerichsen@metcom.ors>
cc:DavidWeiskopf<DaVid.Wei5koof@stmarysmd.com>,AngelaBlondino<@>,Neil
Murphy <Neil.M urohv@stmarvsmd.com>, Jody Quasney <Jodv.Quasnev@stma rvsmd.com>

Subject: Assessed value for METCOM property

County's for FY2021 total assessable base is S13,173,395,000 per SDAT - also attached.

Let me know.



S t. \llnr 's (lor \t l (;()\ ER\\rl \ r

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COLINTY

James R. Guv. President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael L. llewitt. Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner?65

September 29. 2020

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
Marl land House of Delegates
3 I 0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Sreet
Annapolis. MD 21401

Re: St. Mary's Co. - To reduce the amount of outstanding debt that METCOM can incur from
25%o to 2o/o in Section l13-6 of Artic'le l9 - I'ublic Local Laws ofSt. lvtan's L'ount1'

Dear Chairman Morgan:

l'he Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the amendment of Section 113-6 of Article
l9 of the Public Local Lau,s of St. Mary's County to reduce the amount of debt that METCOM
can incur from 25Yo to 2o/o as requested by Comrnissioner Todd Morgan.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens of St. Mary's County. We look forward to working with you on this and other initiatives
thrcughout the session.

Sincerely,

'ffi:-"#;^MARY'scoLNrY

CSt ()AB/sf
I:'Consent/20201l-l I

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, Counly Administrator
David Weiskopf. Counly Attorney

p.o. Box 653 . cHltsAPEAKE BUll.DlNC ' 4 1770 BAI-DRIDCE sr., LEoN^RDrowN, MD 20650
pHoNE 30 I .4?5.4200. Err 1350 . t Ax 301.475.4935 | g! !l!!!BryS!!!d49!0 . CSMC@STMARYSMI).CoM



ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. CommissionerI qj]l

SUPPORT

.2021

Delegate Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can incur
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: - Reducing the amount
of debt METCOM can incur which is being heard in the Committee on

202t.

We request a tavorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Dl-legate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopl County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE aulLDrNG . 4 t 770 BALDRIDGE sr., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . w$.w.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@srMARysMD.coM

Clc

; rir ittffitrtx

t,
&2

,.: i-,!

HB - St. Mary's County
Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can

incur



ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner.... l6!t -.;

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County
Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can

incur

SI]PPORT

?or 1

Senator Chair
Committee

West
Miller Senate Off,ice Building
1 lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: _ - Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can incur
Hearing on 2021

Dcar Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill # Reduoing the amount of
Committee ondebt METCOM can incur which is being heard in the

.2021.

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill _. We supporl the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would beneht the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COTINTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgctt, County Administrator

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAKE BUTLDTNG . 41770 BALDRIDGE sr., LEONARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@srMARYsMD.coM

Cc:





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

.lot\r' JI E[:l t\(;
Sr'. NL\R\'s Cor \r'\ LEGrsl..\'r'rYE DELt:(;,\' o\ .\\r) ( orrlrrssro\ERs oF Sl. Il,\R\''s Cor \r'\

O( r()Bl ti (). lllJll(r;ll0 t,.\t"
.lI770 B.\l-r)RTDGE St R!:uT, LEo\.\Rr)to$\. Nl.\R\ t..\\n

\ tl:r t.r l1) -
\( lrl(, lr' I ll -

\rJ)l( ||il)r r lt) -
Ir.t,1,. I ,

ii. :,, ,,irii,t.\,, \.\illl \,,,, .,1,,:.,r, ,i., ,.1,,, 1, it 1r ,.ir,,r'-i , ii ,t,

R-EeUEsroR: JEANNETT CuDltoRE, CHIEF FI^*Ar-ctAL OFF|CER
FINANCE DEPARTNTENT

ADDRT]ss: 41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
CHESAPEAKE BUILDING, 2\D FLooR
LEoN.{RDrowN, Il{D 20650

301-47 5-4200, Exr. 1202
JEANNETT.CUDT\IORE@STMARYSNtD.CONt

SUBJECT l\t,rrre n: BoND Aurr{oRrr\' - P[.AN FY2022 ($34,700,000y(*TBD")

LEcrsLATrvE Rf,FERf,NcE (rF KNowN): Annotated Code

REQUEST (continue on separate sheet, if necessary):
Based on the Approved FY202l Budget and Plan to FY2026 - Commissioners are requesting
($34,700,000y('TBD") for CIP for FY2022.

Available authority is currently $99,124,310, of which $86,723,469 is committed to CIP projects from
FY202l and prior.
Once the authority is used - the authority goes away - with each fiscal year CIP bonds are used as a

funding source and new authority is needed prior to budgeting.
SrrBNrrr BY AUGUST 26.2020 rol

FIscAI, INTPACT: YEs No

Co}tNrIssIoNERs oF ST. M.{RY'S CoU}-TI,
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
csmc(rr. shnarysmd.com

Code of St. Mary's County: Chapter

ANIoUNT:

MATT NIORGAN, DELEGATE
DrsrRrcr 29A, ST. MARY's CoUNTY
310 HoUsE OFFICE BUILDING
6 BLADEN STR-EET

ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.morganCri;housc.state.md.us

TELEPIIoNE:
Eu..{rL:

Article $

AND



COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

PLEASE ATTACH COPY OF CURRENT LAW
OR ANY OTHER ADDITIONAL INFORN1ATION

PLEASE RETURN TO: COUNTY ATTORNEY,S OFFICE

DEPARTMENT : Finance

ADDRESS: Chesapeake Building

TELEPHONE NUMBER: 301-47 5-4200 X71202

CONTACT PERSON: Jeannett Cudmorc. Chief Financial Olficer

General Obligation Bonds (GOB) are a critical component ol the County's financing for capital projects. The
FY2022 Request includes projects such as Adult Detention Center Upgrades, Housing and Medical Units, Airport
Improvements, Emergency Comm. Center Expansion, FDR Boulevard, Roadway & Safety lmprovements, Elms
Beach Park Improvements, Myrtle Point Park, Snow Hill Park, Sports Complex, PS Building Infrastructure, Dynard
ES Roof/HVAC Replacement & Emergency Power, Mechanicsville ES Modemization, and PS Salety & Security.

The curent balance of authority is adequate for projects in the plan through FY202l. The County needs this
authority to complete those projects in the plan for FY2022. Several of these are multi-year, multi-phased, and
involve funding tiom the county as well as the State. Attachment A is a listing of projects and the amount ofGOB
financing assumed. It should be noted that the amount of GOB is the lunding needed after applying other capital
prolect funding sources such as transfer taxes and impact fees, as appropriate to the projects. Attachment B is the
FY202l planned uses of Ceneral Obligation Bonds in pie charl representation.

It is desirable to have clear authority for the sources o[ funding, to better correspond to the capital prograrn, which
requires multi-year planning and conmitment the ability to see a project's funding through to completion.

The actual appropriation and borrowing will be determined annually based upon need and affordability. In
determining the required funding, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County considered priorities, needs, and debt
capacity. We sold bonds in FY2020 and plan to sell in this fiscal year. As part of our development of the Capital
Plan each year we review two measures in our Debt Capacity, just updated after the approval ol the FY202l budget
and plan to FY2026, Attachment C are:

Debt as a per cent of assessable base - ranges lrom l .98Yo to 2.l3ok
Our policy is a max of 2.15%. - with the inclusion of METCOM

Debt Service as a per cent ofoperating revenues - ranges from 5.66% to 6.10%
Our policy max is l0%

8-26-2020

NEED(S) OR REASON(S) FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION: (If none, check here_ and return form)
St. Mary's County is requesting authority to issue $34.7 milliodTBD in public facilities bonds for the FY2022
Budget.
Currently alter the approval of the FY202l and plan to FY2026 the amount needed from County Sources is
$54,533,209. These sources are Bonds, Transfer Taxes, Impact Fees and Pay-Go.



LEGISLATM REI'ERENCES CITE: (example: Arurotated Code, Art. 25, g3)

St. Mary's County issues General Obligation Bonds pursuant to chapter laws adopted from time to time by the
Maryland General Assembly at the request ofthe County ("Chapter Law Authorization"). A copy of the last one so
approved is included for reference, Attachment D. The change would be to the amount, we are requesting $34.7
million/TBD. Attachment E reflects current approved bond authority, confirmed by Bond Counsel.

PLEASE STATE SPECIFIC LANGUAGE REQUESTED (belo*'or on a separate sheet, if necessary):
See Attachment D. A copy of Chapter 596 (House Bill xxx) so approved is included for reference. The requested
change would be to the amount as we are requesting $34.7 mlllion.

FISCAL IMPACT (attach additional sheet if necessary):
A "simple calculation" would indicate that $34.7 million in debt, assuming a 3o/o rute and a 20-year term, adds
approximately $2.3 million to our debt sen,ice annually. However, during this period we will also be paying down
on prior debt. As explained previously, the requested authority allows us to complete what we have already started
and the prqects in the FY202l plan.

The annual budgeted debt service that we anticipate, based on the capital plan and the general assumprions as ro
timing and amount ofbomowing and terms, including the debt that would be issued under this authority requested,
is as follows:

FY2I FY22 FY23 FY24 FY25 FY26
Debt Service Amount (in millions) s 12.6 s 15.0 s15 0 $ 16.6 s l6.s s16.6

As noted previously, our debt and debt service is well within the policy limits set by the Commissioners of St.
Mary's County. Throughout the capital budget process, the Commissioners have carefully considered the impact of
any proposed plan on its debt capacity. As a part of the budget process, the Commissioners critically evaluate the
requests based on priorities and affordability, and each year projects have been deferred, eliminated, and/or
adjusted in order to get to a balanced plan, a plan that addresses needs and priorities, wluch is still well below the
stated caps lor our debt capacity calculations.

Obtaining this authoflty is an initial step in the process. It allows the consideration and prioritization of requests.
But as has been demonstrated, the County does not immediately convert its authority into debt. Because many of
the proJects the county has, requires multi-year funding, having adequate authority over a multi-year period is

critical. We want to be sure that we can see projects through to their completion.

8-26-2020



Current Bond Authority
Chapter 96 ' 20ll
Chapler427-2017
Chapter 109 - :018
Chaprer 180 -.?0 | 9
Chapler,2020

Curr€nt aond Authority

25.443,607
37.152.144
22,735.O75
21,877.520

34,505.476
16,509,180

85.17.1,5:9

l-1.819.781

t41,914,422

Reqrest

I1,593.826

leed.d for projccts throu,lh 09/30/2020 Bonds ln Plan l'Y2021-FY2026

Bond Aulhorilr Nccded

ArcruCe GOB in phn S27,6 nilliotl

FYlor3 EI2!11 FY202s FY2026Bas€d on Approved FY202l - FY2026 Budgcl

r t/l0i 20r0
FY202l & Priol

t'nv'kl t \ l0ll

( I10.06t.6{

t!_2!2.1

U00 MHz Radio Enhancenrcnr 0 0 0 0 0
Adult Derenrion Center Upgrades 10.467,180 t.9t5.855 0 3:1,000 i) t)

Airporr lmprovements |,47I,110 3,l]4.500 911.167 t50,000 250,000 I50.000 0
Aninal Sheher Nee Building 1.965.::5 0 0 0 0
Building Sen'ices Mainr-Prosr natical 590,000 0 t5.000 (t5,000) ( 10,000 ) 70.000
Building Senaces Maint'Crirical 0 0 0 0 0 t05.000 195.000
California Farrners Marker ll 0 0 0 0 100,000
Charloxc llrll Farmer's Mrrler Relocnrion :.651,650 0 0 t)

Disrrict I SheriffOffice 115,000 0 0 0 0

Emergercy Comm Cntr Expan 190.000 0 t.95:.400 0 t)

Heakh Depanment Reno\srions 100.000 0 0 0 0 0

Nonhem Scnior Cenrer - Addnion 9tiE.000 0 0

RAC t) t,0t,r. t66 0 0 l) 0 0

Public Safety ComD Aided DisD sl_+r){) 0 0 0 0 0 i)

Sah Storase Fac iliry Replacemenl :.608.:00 0 r) 0 0

Sherirs Oflice Disrricr I ' Comm. Space .r09.9:0 0 0 0

Sherifls H€adquiners Facilrty t,800,000 0 7t0.925 lt,lr0l.l00 910,925 24,465, t55 0

IIVAC (hillcr Rcpl,cenrnr 400.000 0 1) 0 0

Vehicle Mainienance Facility lt 0 0 0 0

sub-Torrl Puhlic Facilirics 2-1.260.t15 6.01ll.521 -1.605.t9: 9.260.t00 l_t 50.9!5 2J.990.t 55 795.000

Asphah Ovcrlay 1.1.11:l 0 0
Bridse Cu lv.r! ReDlacemcnr 7.317,t17 Jr5.000 (85.000) (15.000) (:5,0o0 ) (l5.0oo) 500,000
Essex South Drainas€ Rehubilitation t00.00{) () 0 0 0

FDR Boulevard Extended (MD.1 to Peqq Rd) 9.0t.1.708 t.110.000 l:,776.000 l)

Nlr WolfRoundrbout r-11,08-1 0 1) 0 0

Neishborhood Drainase lmprovemenrs l.:10.000 610.000 500.000 5(nr.000 500.000
Sourh Shancri't", Drive Sidc I(X).000 0 rl tl o 0 IJ

t0,000 0 0 0 0

6ri.(x)0 0 0 ll 0

Paruienr Pa.k Neighborhood Presenation Progmm 5,896.:t8 0 0 0

Resionalwater Quality & Nurrienr Remolal t.t61.786 0 0 0 0 0

Relrofit Side\ialk Program 180.000 0 (267,500) t90,000 100.000 300,000 500.000

Ricky Drive Drainase lmprovcmnls 8ri.770 0 0 0 ll 0 0

Roadway & Safety Improvemenls 1.614.896 _r.000,000 t.516.65.1 I,097,65.1 19t.654 145.000 1,900,000

Counry Bridsc Replacemenr & ReFir 1.295,000 0 0

Side-Parh or Bikeways t) tir0.000 10.000 lt l,
Streer Lishrins & Streelscape lmprovements 0 t) 1.500 5:.500 7.500 5:.500
Soulhampton Neighborhood Reviralization 725.220 90.000 I l\\ lfir il t.55l.l:0 ll

Sub"lotJl Highsx)\ 25.827.682 5.6{5.000 t6.968.351 t.lt70.t5t 3.512.21t 927.500 7.n13,180

Shoreline Resiliency 0 (l lt 0 0

0 196.65.1 (116,679) 16.679) (116.679) 016.679)
0 300.000 0 0 0 0 750.000

Nxtion.l fish & Wildlife l) 0 0 0 0 0 0

Sl. Jerome's Crcek Jeui€s t71.600) lt-64!l t.167.000 1.167,000
sub-Toral ]lrrinr 5.000 6t5.0s{ (65.079) 016,679) t.lt0.:1tt l.2l0.l2 t t.551t.000

ClenEnts Convellience Cenler lmprovemenls 0 0 0

suh-'li,rul solid \\'.srr li0,00t) 0 0 tl 0 0

C..rralConnt! Park _l:0,000 (l l) 0 0

ChaDtico Park BMX Lishts 0 0 (r 0 0 0 0

Elrns Beach Park Improientnrs 0 t,156,:75 0 0

Lexinsron Manor Passive Park 16.r.198 0 0 0 0

Mulr-Purpos!' Turf Field ,1.905.000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 IJ

Nicolel Prrk lnlr!.ce 0 0 0 (l

Tr\ClP FY2l\GOB - Aulhorily Recon.ilialio. byyr

Areilable for FY202l snd future
B.scd on FY2020 Plrn
FY2022
FY:02]
FY:Ol.l
FYt025

FY2026

FY20l7

0

I1,524,310
24,600,000
t0,000,000

]l@o
99,t 24,1t0

0

0

0

q



I I/J0/2020
Ft'2021 & Prior

Rccrealion Facilily & Park Inrprovenrents 1.4.16,91I t90.000 725.000 692.500 ,170.000 5:7.500 0
Rccrearion/Comnrunity Center 0 ,150,000 0 I0.600.000 0 0
Shrnnon Farm Propcrty 361.966 2.511r.702
Snos'HiU Park 150.000 :.t.10.000 1.3+0.000 I}

Sports Complex {r 0 (l().000)
St. Clemenr's Island Museum Reno!aoons 566,750 610,000 0 0
Three Notch Tr!il Phase Eight 0 0 1.020,000 0
Three Notch Trail- Phase Seven I,15.1,000 0 0 0 tl 0

Sub I otxl Rrcreatiotr t.rilities t0.951.925 3.590.000 7,059.977 t.712,500 10.9 t0.000 527.50U 0

Auditorium Lishtina Repiacement 5:rJ,9l0 0 t) 0 0

Asing School Prosram 7.000
Buildins lnfrasrructure - Cntical t.911.000 1,0t.1.000 6t0,000 s.1i).0(x) 505.000 3lr).000 961.000
Euilding Infrastruclure Progranrnulic t,555,000 t.066,032 .166,000 3,15,000 775.000 IJ0ll,000 7111.000

Chopticon Hil* School ' HVAC Systemic Reno 0 0 0 1.112.000 5.691,000 4.505,000
DSS IT and Warehouse Facilnv lt 52.0lJ5 t) rl

DFard E.S. RooillVAC Repl& Emersency Polvcr 1,177.000 1.t6t,000 0 (l

Greal Mills tligh School- Partial RoofReplaccmen!

PSt903 t.55ir,000
Grear Miils rligh School- Parnal RoofReptacemcnr
PSt l0l 0 0 1.5(x).r)00 .1.i)1l.rxx) t) 0

Creen HollyElc Roof HVAC Syslcmic (PS-2301) 0 0 q01.000 .1.2rJ{.000 0 0
Green Holly Elcmenrnry School ' Panial RoofReplacemenr l. r 51,000 r) -l.1l.t)r)(l 060.0001 0

Creen Holly Elementary School' Swirch Gear & HVAC 3.t70,000 U 0 0
llolll1!ood ES ltool:'lIVAC 1.9:19.153 0 i) t) 0
Leltie llent ES - Moderinzatron 6:.000 :100,000 l.ll:,000 1.ir5 t.000
M.ch.tnics\1llc tilenrcnlarv School N4od.mization ,r22.000 2,.121.000 2.861.000 l)

Park HallES Rool llYAC t.509,409 0 rl

Prnev Point ES ll\'\C Svstem Rcno 0 501.000 :.000.000 {9tt_000 II

Safety & Securiry Proiecls .r.986,000 1.00i).000 0 0

T.!vn Creek FS IIVAC Svrlemic R.no :119.000 t.5t-r.000 0 t) 0

0 0 0 0 0 100,000

Track Resurlacing 0 0 0

Sub- Iotrl Public schools 2S.r{6,577 9.{99.012 9.781.000 10.029.000 7.1[1.]l0lt 6.8-r0.000 6.-',}51.000

l-\ 2021- t-l'2026 Bu fr l0:2 l\l

,,\vorageCOB io plan 327.6 million

t l

Gcneral Obligalion Bond Funding Required Bascd oo
Approvcd ]'Y2021 Projects aDd plan ro FY2026

Approved FY202l Plan

Chrnge to Plan and our.,"ear FY2027

85.2?,1.529

0

25.443.607

47,033,08t

(2 t.589.471)

37.t52.744

11,710.692

19.6.11.05:

22.1i5.O75

33,829.176

(l1.094.4011

23.877.520

21,155.829

:.721.69t

tl

I6.509.1ir0

T\CIP FY21\GOB Aulhorily Reconcilialion by yr

0

I

34.505.476

32,466,155

2.019.121

t6.509.-180



13,269,862,0N

0.6'x,

]l15,:101,031

2O(m,UX)
I1,711',931

1.1.1,604,62l

251,260,fr2
r.89"/"

34,04r,53r

10,186,933
4.11O233

14,597,766

13,8/9,781

55.774.529

(20,000,000)

/.71,7t\9,177)

.r7,033,08.,1

t34.791,v,0
20,000,000

(r 0,186,93)

t!22

't11,6lJ"1,627

?59,234,6\9

14,597,16

5.63L

Debt Capacity with METCOM 2.15'.'.

Fis(al year

Proiected Assessable Bas€ 3-2020

'/" increas€

Legal Debt Limit - 2.15% SB737

Potmtial Borrowin8 - County
PotenlL)l llorrou ing - MET()M
(Bas.d on |Y21 Ml.l(l()M CIlt)

CrldlatioB ba*d on Dotential borrowine
()ut\trndnlF Dcht - \1[TC'()\l
Outstanding Debt - County
Total Debt - County & METCOM
Oubtandint Dcbt ac 9. of Base

Debt Margin

20 years, 3')1, Counly
PRIN( II'AI
INTI:I{I:ST

t2,u9.444,741
1.8',6

13,190,023,000

2.7'\'

2!l! 2021

276,263.149 283,585,495

13,535,259,240

2.O'/"

13,805,964,425

2_O"1,

14,082,083,713

z.O','1,

14,363,725,N
2.U'1,

?!2! l0lt 2Q25 lr)tr,

291,008,07,r 296,828,235 102,764,800 308,U2r),t}r6

M

14,650,999,895

2.Uv,

314,996,498

lt000,un30,0fi),ofi)
12.307,{'3lr

10,0,63,433

3,On,44t
8,7 ,161
1,256,932

113,588,015

270,297,490
7.5A9"

6s,965,259

rrrt.I 1; t\ l
I 3.1,791 ,55r
236,90iJ,ii3tr

1.80q.

44.676,657

10.r,:;r,,7}l
r65,984,193

270,760,927

L0[9"
20,247,147

l{)5,$1(,,S;q

185,953,794

297,770,O3

2.11L
5,057,552

IH,()91r,776

196,1n,895
301,176,671

2-141"

1,588,129

lr)t.s-11.3,
x)5,140,234

308,024,611

L749"
795,445

1rrl.sl{..i;:
209,91"1,592

31t,758,969

2.I39"
3,237,529

30,000,000
5,592,127

30,(m,ofl) 20,000,000 20,{m,(m
1.555,-t8l

8,620,.128
,1,531,095

10,030,399
5,(I/8,928

9,n5,499
5,6]4,472

9,Ef7,67
6,083,896

17,265,642
6,337,4,ltl

17,710,6s2

67,670,89

$,429,176

60,2o5,955

32,466,155

78,784, 7

ll,l lr),s71 13,151,523 t5,\tD,327 15,390,771 l6,0lr 1,557 17..)03.r)q0

19,442,052 (n,291,401) 2,52\,691 1,1r39,321 9,stB,31t0

Approv.d Rond Aulhonty $99,124,310
nfter snlo 4-2it-20?0

Bonds Unissued - beginnin8 ol year

Borrowing - Estimated €ach year
Adjustments to current unexpendcd

(i.e. FINxx) throu8h ll-3e2m0
Premium trom Bond sal€
O:lange in COB - I 2-15-2020 BWS

4a,a13,172 36,.161,057

59,206,307

(30,000,000)

(15,101,116)

(2,2c9,722)

0

{ti,lrtl,ttl

(10,0(x),r)00)

(1,448,941)

60,5I{,136

(30,(nu,000)

67,670,N

(30,000,000)

60,205,955

(20,000,000)

63,883,475

(20,000,000)

78,188,951

(15,000,000)

36,9111,003 37,94]9,998

(8, 0,030,:ree)

185,953,r{X)

21,155,829

63,t483,.175 72,69U,331

1 ,tn,901 :Lr),/ I :.i\

48,813,472 55,271,511)

Prior Outstanding Debt
Plus New Debt

L€ss Prin€ipal Paymcnts

Outstandin8 Debl

93,651,.15-t

30,000,000

1t3,58U,02r
30,000,ux)

t14,(,1},4,627

30,rmO,0m

165,9U,199

30,000,ux)

181953,800

20,000,ofi)
(9,n5,899)

t,tn,fil
20,000,m0
(9,97,661)

206,180,240

15,000,mo
(11,265,642)(10,

I r1;!t i ,

278,552,y1
2_5"1,

285,391,776

2.5',1,,

293,382,6U

2.1t"/"

C€rlcral lund Op€raling Budget -

Revenues ' multi-yr 5"lq2o2o
Approved Recurring
Per€enl Increase/Ctan8€

238,232, 4
4.5'v"

248,2il,1n5 265,391,160

2.4',1,

27Laa7.2?7

Debt S.rvicc

Debt Service ar 90 of Total R.vmueg

TICIP FY2l\O€bl Cap&ry - talost Vd.ion

13, r.10,1t74

5.52"/.

13,0s3,393

5-25L

13,151,523

a.96i"

15,109,327

5.5590

15390,77t

3.53v"

I6,01tI,557

5.63"/"

t7,fi3.M

5-@v.

13,053,393

GOB - as of 5-19-2020

New Bonds Unissuod

113.588,m1 165,9M,199



CIP Bond Funds

FY2021 Plan - FY2026

Approved Plan Bonds

70/2712020 Changes

7211512020 w changes

Total Bond Funds

Available Bond Authority

r\2022 FY2023 F\2024 FY2025 FY2026 FY2027

47,033,084 77,710,692 33,829,476 2r,rss,a29 32,466,L55

(18,60s,793) 22,836,758 473,303 a,1L2,94L 2,889,327 16,509,380

(2,983,684) (3,194,106) i.77,s67,7041 (s,391,2s0) (850,000)

25,443,607 37,352,744 22,135,075 23,A77,520 34,505,476 16,509,380

Additional Transfer Tax over Plan

Estimate S7 million/yr
Estimated Pay-Go Available

Maintain 15% Policy

200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 7,000,000

S11 million

Projects funding needs FY2o22-Fy 2027 11,393,826

2 years
31,152,744

48,546,570

22,53s,O7s 23,677,520 34,30s,476 9,509,380

T:\Budget22\BwS 12-15-2020\ClP Revenue Availabilitv 12-15-2020

187

Bond Authority 77,593,826 37,352,744 22,735,075 23,877,s20 34,sO5,476 16,509,380

for 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 200,000 7,000,000



COUN

ST. MARI''s CouNTy GovERNITENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Cotnmissionerl0

Jaruary 12,2021

The Honorable Mattherv Morgan
Maryland House of Delegates
3 l0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: St. Mary's County - Request for authority to issue public facility bonds in the amount of
$30 million for the FY 2022 budget.

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Commissioners of St. Mary,'s Countl,support the request for authority to issue public
facility bonds in the amount of$30 miilion for the FY 2022 budget.

We appreciate the introduclion of this legislation and believe this legislation rvill benefit the
citizens of St. Mary's County. We look forrvard to working rvith you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

S incerell',
COM ISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

es Randy Gul . Presid

CSMCiAB/sl'
1:/Consent/202110| I

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p.o. BOx 653 . cHEsApEAt(E BUTLDTNC . 417?0 BALDRTDCE sr., LEoN.ARDTowtJ, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301..175.4935 r www.stmarvsmd.com . CSN'lC@-(TMARysMD.cor4



*iJ
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

ST. NTARY's CoUNTY Go\TRr\NTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

,,,f
r.ii
Iffi
$- I,r

HB - St. Mary's County -
Public Facilities Bond

SUPPORT

,2021

f)elegate , Chair

House Office Building, Roorn l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - St. Mary's County - Public Facilities Bond
Hearing on .202t

Dear Chairman

Tl.re Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: _ St. Mary's
County Public Facilities Bond which is being heard in the

.2021.
Committee on

We request a favorable report on House Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delcgate Cerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioncr Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioncr Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p-o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUtLDtNG . 41770 BALDRTDcE sr.. LEoNARDToWN. MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 30t.475.4935 . u.$'$,.shnarvsmd.com . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM

Committee



ST. I\{-{RY's CoT'NTY GovER\}tENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County -
Public Facilities Bond

SUPPORT

.2021

Senator . Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I l Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Brll #: - St. Mary's County Public Facilities Bond
Heanng on ,2021

Dear Chaiman

The Commissioners of Sl. Mary's County support Bill #, 

-- 
Public Facilities Bond which

is being heard in the Committee on ,2021.

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you lor your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc

:

rtfr
q- rr'

+- ,,

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNG . 4 t 770 BALDRIDGE sr., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarvsmd.com ' CSMC@srMARYsMD.coM





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNT}'
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGTSLATTVE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy

O( I OBER 6.2020.\r 6:00 P.\r.
4 I 770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 ' Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 l,egislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

Septenber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given Wf,BEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQTIESToR: JEANNETT CUDMORE, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

ADDR!]SS: 41770 BAt.I)RID(;E srREE'r, p.o. Bo\ 653. Luo\ARD.to\\\, IID 20650

TELEPHO\E:
EMAII,:

301-475-4200
JEANNETT.CUDMORE@STMARYSMD.COIII

SUBJECT MATTER: To REQUEST THAT sT. MARY'S CoUNTY BE AUTHORIZED TO ENACT A BUILDING

EXCISE T.{X

LEGIsLATIVE REFERENCE: Local Govemment Article $20-807

FISCAI, INIPACT: YES No AMOUNT: 

-
REeuEsT: To request authority to enact a Building Excise Tax in St. Mary's County

s 20-807. sr. MARY',S COUNTY

(A)AUTHORIZATION. - BY ORDINANCE, THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S
COUNTY I\TAY IMPOSE A BUILDING EXCISE TAX ON ANY BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION IN ST. MARY'S COUNTY.

(C)RATES OF EXCISE TAX. -. THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. NIARY'S COUNTY MAY
IMPOSE DIFFERENT TAX RATES ON DIFFERENT TYPES OF BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION.

(D)REVENUES..- THE REVENUES FROM THE TAX:

(I) SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE COUNTY'S GENERAL FUND; AND

(2) MAY BE USED FOR ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE IN THE COUNTY.

(B)CONTENTS OF ORDINANCE. --THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. NIARY'S COUNTY
SHALL SPECIFY IN THE ORDINANCE THE TYPES OF BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THE TAX.



(E)THE AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE A BUILDING EXCISE TAX IN ST. IIIARY'S COUNTY
SHALL TAKE EFFECT ON OCTOBER I,2022.

(F)THE AUTHORITY TO INIPOSE A DEVLOPMENT IIIIPACT FEE IN ST. NIARY'S
couNTY UNDER S 20-706 OF THIS ARTTCLE SHALL TERMTNATE AND BE OF NO
EFFECT AFTER OCTOBER I,2023.

(G) AN APPI,ICANT FOR A BUILDING PERI\IIT WHO HAS APPI,IED BY DECENIBER 3I,
2022 AND WHO HAS PAID THE DEVELOPMENT INTPACT FEE UNDER S 20-706 OF
THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE EXEMPT FROM PAYING THE BUILDING EXCISE TAX.

SrrBlflr' BY AUGUST 26,2020 rol

CoNrlflssloi..*ERs oF ST. MARr''s CoUNTT'
41770 BALDRTDGE SrR-EEr
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
csmc((r. stmarysmd.com

AND MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DtsrRrcr 29A, ST. NIARI''s CoUNTY
310 HousE OFFTCE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADEN STREET

ANNAPOLTS, MD 21401
matt.morganirr house.state.md.us



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. S 20-803

Statutes current through legislation effective October '1. 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION lV. LOCAL Fl,
TITLE 20. TAXES AND DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES > SUBTITLE 8. DEVELOPMENT
TAXES

S 20-803. Calvert County

(a) Authorization. -By ordinance, the County Commissioners of Calvert County may impose a bl
tax on any building construction in Calvert County.

(b) Contents of ordinance. -The County Commissioners of Calvert County shall specify in the or

types oI building construction that are subject to the tax.

(c) Rates of excise tax. -The County Commissioners of Calvert County may impose different tax

different types of building construction.

(d) Revenues. -The revenues from the tax:

(l lshall be deposited in the county's general fund; and

(2)may be used for any laMul purpose in the county.

History

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language deraved without substantive change from former Art. 25' S 9G.

ln subsection (a) of this section and throughout this subtitle, the former references to'fix[ing]" a ta

as implicil in the references to "impos[ing]" a tax.

ln subsection (c) of this section, the former reference to building construction "subject to the buildin

is deleted as implicit in the reference to the imposition of the tax.

An. Code 1957, arl.25, S 9G; 2013.ch. 119.$2.

Annotations



Sr. Nl.rnt 's ('or r tt (ior r.R\lrr_\ I

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Gu1. Presidenr
Eric Colvin. Comnrissioner

Michael L. Hewitr. Cornmissioner
Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

November J. 2010

.fhe 
Honorable lVlattherv iv{organ

Maryland House of Delegates
3 I 0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Srreet
Annapolis. MD 2 l40l

Dear Chairman Morgan:

Re: St. Ivlary" s county - To request amendment of[20 ofthe Locol Goternmetlt Article ro give
St. Marl''s county the authorit)'to enact a building excise tax. to set dates to phase in tle
excise tax, terminate the deYelopmenr impact fee, and grandfather citizens who have applied
for a building permit

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Commissioners olSt. Mary's Countl' suppon the requesl for amendment of 620-706 of
the l-ocul Got'ernmenr ,Arricle to give Sr. N'lar]'s count)'the authority to enact a building excise
tax as requested bl,Chief Financial Officer. Jeannett Cudmore. The Commissioners have
approved the addition of the fbllou'ing language:

l. to phase the excise tari beginning October l. 2022 and
2. to terminate the development inrpact fee on October 1.2023 and
3. to grandfather citizens that have applied lor a building permit by December 31, 2022
so that they are only paying the one fee (developrnenl impact fee).

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the
citizens of St. Mary's Countl . We look forward to working with you on this and other initiarives
throughout the session.

Sincerely,
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

mes Randv Gu

,/1

/, -4/
,1p,Aa"n

CSMCiAU/sl'
T:rConscnti20?0 lJI

pll())i[ 301..175.4200'1350. r-^\ ]01.{75 .1935 . $\w. AsrvARYsMD.coM



Page 2
The Honorable Mattheu Morgan
November J. 2020

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegare Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Heu,itt
Cornmissioner'fodd Morgan

Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Adminislraror
David Weiskopf, Counry Arlorner

p.o. Box 653 . ci s,\?t.,^t.r: ulIt.i)r\(i . .l I 770 B.\i t)RIr)( ri. S L. I F( )Nr\RI) rou'N. vD 20650
pl|(,NL 301.475.4]00 ' ll50 . t^\ l0l.{?5 Jsl5 . !!r!!.sr.r!a[ smd.cqtn . CSN,C (?,sri\tARys\,tD.c( )\'t
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,1,

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GoVER\MENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

HB _ St. Mary's County
Building Excise Tax

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate . Chair
Comrnittee

l{ouse Office Building, Roon l0l
6 Bladen Street
Armapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - St. Mary's County Building Excise Tax
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County
Building Excise Tax which is being heard in the

on ,2021.
Committee

We request a favorable report on House Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Jarnes Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthcw Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Dclegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County Attomey

P.O, BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST.. LEONARDTOWN. MD 20650
pHoN-E 301 .475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 101.475.4935 . \\'$ $ .strnarvsmd.crrD . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM

+'



ST. MARY,S CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ - St. Mary's County -
Building Excise Tax

SUPPORT

2021

Senator , Chair
Conlmittee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: - St. Mary's County - Building Excise Tax
Hearing on ,2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: 

-- 
St. Mary's County -

Building Excise Tax which is being heard in the Committee on
2021

We request a favorable repofi on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSTONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David weiskopf. County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

Cc

PHONE 101.,175.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 r rv$ u,.stmarvsmd.leE . CSMC @srMARYSMD.coM





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETING
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEG|SLATTVE DELEGATToN AND ColuMrssroNERS oF ST. MARy's CouNTy

OCTOBER 6,2020 Ar 6:00 p.l!.
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 - Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Cornmissioneni and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REerrEsroR: JEANNETT CUD]UORE, CFo

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTD(;E STREET, I,EoNARDTo\tN, IrD 20650

TEI,EPHONE:
EMAIL:

301-475-4200
J EANN ETT.CU DMORE(a]STNTARYSNID.CONI

SUBJECT MATTER: To REeuEsr rHAT cH. 138-l.F - TRANSFER TAx SUNSET/TERMINATIoN DATE

BE REPEALED

Lf,GrsLATrvE REFERENCE (rF KNowN): Article l9 Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County Code Section
138-l .F

FISCAL IMPACT: YES X NO AMOUNT:

REQUEST:
To revise Chapter 138 of the St. Mary's Code that imposes a sunset date of October I , 2024 on the imposition of
transfer taxes so that the sunset date is REPEALED. Transfer laxes form a critical non-debt component of the

capital plan. Loss of this revenue stream has an annual impact of approximately $6.7 million on the annual capital
program. The Commissioners of St. Mary's County have maintained the debt ratios at lower than the goal by being
able to use transfer taxes to fund capital projects, in addition to other local sources such as impact fees, dedicated
recordation tax, pay-go and bonds.

Annually, over a $l million of the transfer tax is used for land presewation (helping to maximize the State

allocation). Additionally, in the FY 2021 to FY 2026 capital plan, as part of the FY202l request, transfer laxes are

used to fund:

+Facility projects: $6.5 million for a variety of prqects, including major repair and nrinor renovations to
County facilities including S100,000 to the F & R Revolving Loan Fund
*Roads Projects: $23 million, including Roadway & Safety Improvements, Asphalt Overlay, Retrofit
Sidewalk Program and Water Quality & Nutrient Removal
+Parks Projecls: $ I million for Recreation Facilities & Parks lmprovements
+School Projects: $ I .7 million, Building Infrastructure Critical & Programmatic

Transfer taxes are often used for those capital needs that do not lend themselves to bond financing and are often the

local match to state or federal funds. Absent transfer taxes, the County would need to sell general obligation bonds

in order to fund the equivalent of these sources for lhe necessary capital projects. Over a 5-year period, that would
have increased the amount ofdebt by approximately $40 million, with an annual debt service costs of$2.6 million.



At this time we request that Ch. 138 of Article l9 of the Public Local Laws ol St. Mary's County be amended lo
REPEAL/REMOVE the termination date of the Transfer Tax as follows:

ts€e-{38--l-F

2+24f,

SUB}IIT BY AUGUST 26,2020 ToI

CoMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MARY'S CoUNT\.
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
Lsornnnrowr- MARYLAND 20650
csmc(rdstmarysmd.com

MATT MORGAN, DELEGATE
DrsrRrcr 29A, ST. MARY'S CoUNTY
3IO HoUsE OFFICE BUILDIn.G
6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.lnorgan(/ajhousc.stale.rnd.us

AND



71712020 St tuary's County, MD Code of Ordinances

Sec. 138-1. - lmplementation.

A. (l ) ln this section "rnstrument of writrnS" means a written rnstrument that conveys title to, or a leasehold interest

in, real property.

(2) "lnstrument of writing" includes:

(a) A deed or contract;

(b) A lease;

(c) An assiSnment of a lessee'S interestj

(d) Articles of transfer;

(e) Articles of merger or other document which evidences a merger of foreign corporations or foreiSn

lmited PartnershiPs; and

(f) Articles of consolidation or other document which evidences a consolidation of foreiSn corporations.

(3) "lnstrument of writing" does not include:

(a) Amortgage, deed oftrust, orother contract that creates an encumbrance on real property; or

(b) Asecurityagreemenr,asdefinedin9l2-101(e) of the Tax-Property Article ofthe Annotated Code of

t'/aryland.

B. The County Commissioners may tmpose a transfer tax on an instrument of writing;

(1 ) Recorded with the Clerk of the Crrcuit Coun for St. l\,1ary's County; or

(2) Filed with the State Department of Assessments and Taxation.

C- A transfer tax under this section:

(1) Shall be established by ordinance;

(2) May not exceed one (1) percenU and

(3) Does not aPPIY to:

{a) An instrument of writing exempt from the State transfer tax under 5 13-207 of the Tax-Property Article of

the Annotated Code of Maryland; or

{b) A transfer of land subject to the agricultural landtransfertaxunderTitlel3,Subtitle3oftheTax-

Property Article of the Annotated code of Maryland

D. (t ) The proceeds from the transfer tax may only be used to pay for capital projects.

(2) The County Commissioners shall state in the county bud8et each year:

(a) An estimate of the revenue to be received from the transfer tax for both the current and the ensuing

fiscalyears;

(b) The revenue received from the transfer tax during the previous fiscal year; and

(c) The capital proJects for which the County Commrssioners anticipate the proceeds from the transfer tax

will be used

E. Before the county imposes a transfer tax under this section, the County Commlssioners shall hold a public hearinS

that:

(1) Shall be advertised by publication rn a newspaper of general crrculation rn the county at least ten (10) days

before the hearing; and

(2) May not be part of the annual budget hearinS.

F. The authority granted to impose a transfer tax under this section shall terminate and be of no effect after October

1,2024.

(1 990, ch. 599i 1994. ch. 371:2000, ch. 1 95; 2004, ch. 4'l 1; 2007, c11.11; 2020, ch. 1 99)

1t1



Chapter 9. Other Local Taxes

Other local taxes, which account for 6.60/o of county revenues and 2.0% of
municipaI revenues, include transfer taxes, recordation taxes, hotel/motel taxes, sales taxes,

and adrnissions/amusement taxes. As illustrated in Exhibit 9.1, transfer and recordation
taxes generate a significant portion ofthe county revenues from these sources. Exhibit 9.2

shows local transler and recordation tax collections from fiscal 2008 to 2019.

f,xhibit 9.1

Other Local Taxes - Countv Revenues
Fiscal 2017

Salcs Energy
22.4%

Sales Parking
2.106

Sales - Telephone
7.6%

Sales Hotel,/\ilotel
7.5%

Source: Departnent of Legislative Services

Admissions/
Arlusement

2.9o/n

Other
0.5%

Transfer/Recordation
56.9%
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Exhibit 9.2

Local Transfer and Recordation Tax Revenues
($ in Ilillions)

Fisca I

2008
2009
2010
20ll
20t2
2013
2014
2015

2016
20t7
2018

2019

$375. r

269.5
291.6
272.1

286.8
326.8
3 50.7

388. r

463.0

494.9
496.3

474.6

$3 72.3

255.6
23',7.9

239.6
266.2
367.9
348.1
376.9
428.6
488.4
485.3
470.8

-29.7%
0.8%
-3.4%
8.t%

25.6%
0.7%
9.4%

t6.5%
103%
-0.2%
-3.701,

Transfer Recordation Total 7o Change

$747.4
525.1

529.6

511.8
553.0
694.7
699.5

765.1
891.7

983.3
98 r.7
945.4

Source: Departlrlent of Legislative Servrces

Local Transfer Tax

Tax Base

A local transfer tax may be imposed on instruments of writing conveying title to or

a leasehold interest in real properly. A charter county, a commission county' and

Baltimore City rnust have specific authority from the General Assembly to levy a transfer

tax. The General Assembly has authorized all code counties to impose a transfer tax. A
distinction is made in the local codes between instruments conveying title such as a deed

or certain leaseholds and instruments securing real propefty Such as a mortgage. Transfer

taxes are also imposed on the transfer of real property with a value of $ I .0 million or more

when the transfer is achieved through the sale of a "controlling interest" in a specified

corporation, partnership, limited liability company, limited liability partnership, or other

form of unincorporated business. Controlling interest is defined as more than 80% ofthe
total value ofthe stock or thc intcrest in capital and profits.
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Tax Rate Setting Authority

Eighteen counties and Baltinrore City currently impose a local transfer tax. Code
counties are authorized to impose the transfer tax at a maximum rate of 0.57u. The tax rates

imposed in chafier and commission counties vary, with the rates being estabtished by
public local laws and local ordinances. Tax rates in effect for fiscal 2019 are shown in
Exhibit 9.3, along with the tax rates and revenues collected in fiscal 2017. Loca| transfer
tax rates remained relatively constant from fiscal 2015 to 2019. Cecil County enacted a

0.570 transfer tax rate effective lor fiscal 201 6.

Exhibit 9.3

Local Transfer Taxes

( lountv
Count-v Tax Rates FY 2017

FY 2017 FY 2019 Revenues
Per Capita
Rel enues

Per Capita
Ranking

Allegany
Anne Arundel
Baltimore City
Baltimore

05%
1.0%
t.s%
1.5%

0.5,20

)..0%
| .504
| .50

S9

r03
78

92

s628.1 88

511,436.909
4ti.179.23.1

l9
4
8

676 293 90u

Calvert
Caroline
Carroll
Cecil

0
t8
0

15

20
t6
20
l8

0.0%
0.5%
0.0%
0.5%

0.0%
0.5'lo
0.0'%
0.5%

0
599.344

0
5.10 036

Charles
Dorchester
Frederick
Garretl

0.5%
0.75%

0.0%
1.0%

0.5%
0.7 5',Yn

0.0'Zo

1.0%

6.982.932
t.r93,644

0
) l8l 536

1,l

37
0

74

t2
t4
20
9

Harford
Howard
Kent

1.0%
1.0%
0.5%
1.0%

t.0%
1.0%
0.5o/o

1.0%

15,762,182
32,01 5,788

645.483
I 18,000,203

63
t0l
JJ

I l3

t0
5

l5
3Montgomcry

Prince George's

Quccn Annc's
St. Mary's
Somcrset

1.4%
0.5%
1.0%
0.0%

| .4t'/o

0.5%
1.0%
0.0%

I 13,354,607
2.051.755
5,9s4,272

0

t24
A1

53

0

I

l3
11

20

Talbot
Washrngton
Wicomico
Worcester

1.0%
0.5%
O.0Yo

0.5o/o

1.0%
0.5%
O.OYo

0.5%

4,460.772
2.32t.470

0
4 271 320

120
15

0
83

2
t7
20
1

Total $494'875'583 $82

Note: Amounts include only county revenues. Municipalities are not authorized to impose these taxes

Source: Department of Lcgislative Services



a

a

o

148 Varyland Local Government

Tax Exemptions

State law provides for the following exemptions to the local transfer tax in code

countres

transfers to public agencies;

transfers between relatives of the immediate family involving assumed debt;

transfers between spouses or former spouses, including those pursuant to divorce

decrees or settlements;

transfers between certain domestic partners:

supplemental instruments without new consideration or debt;

previously recorded instruments;
judgments;

orders of satisfaction;
participation agreements;

transfers of property between related business entities;

corporate, partnership, and limited liability company conveyances to certain persons

on dissolution;
land installment contracts;

options to purchasc rcal ProPcrtY;
deeds for prior recorded contracts of sale with same pafties;

leases of seven years or less;

articles of merger and consolidation, under certain circumstances;

transfers from cooperative housrng colporations on termination;

transfers from ceftain entities to limited liability companies;

certain transfers to land trusts;

transfers involving certain Maryland Stadium Authority affi[iates;

transfers ofreal propeny or an interest in real property by a personal representative

of an estate without consideration;

transfers of real property or an interest in real property to a trust or from a trust to

benefi ciaries without consideration;

transfers from a certificd community devclopment financial institution; and

transfers of a principal residence sumendered in bankruptcy to the holder of the

purchase money mortgage or purchase money dccd of trust.

Of the charter and commission counties that impose a transfer tax, Some incorporate

the exemptions appticabte to code counties, while exemptions in other counties are

a

a

a

a

a

a

o

a

o

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a



Chqpter 9 - Olher Local Taxes l.l9

independently defined. Some State-mandated exemptions are applicable to all counties,

including transt'ers between spouses and fbnner spouses pursuant to a property settlenlent
or divorce decree. All counties are authorized to exempt a pofiion of the consideration
payable on owner-occupied residential property. Counties may also provide an exemption

for first-time homebuyers. Certain rate limitations apply to the imposition ol a local

transfer tax on agricultural larrd. as set forth in the Annotated Code.

Administration of Tax

Generally, transt-er tax revenues are collected rvithin each county by the clerk ofthe
court or the director of finance- Local transfer taxes on transactions involving a(icles of
consolidation, arlicles of nrerger, other documents which evidence the merger or

consolidation of foreign business entities, and transf'ers of controlling interest are collected

by the State Department of Assessments and Taxation and remitted to the Comptroller-

The Comptroller deducts the administrative costs associated rvith collecting the tax and

tlistributes the rerrrainder to the subdivision, based upon the actual collections in the

subdivision.

Legal Reference

Tax-Property Article. Title 13, Subtitle 4

Recordation Tax

Tax Base

The recordation tax base is composed of the following: (l) instruments conveylng

title to real propefiy - the actual consideration paid; (2) instruments that create or giYe

notice of a security interest in real property - the principal amount of debt securcd: and

(3) instrurnents that create or give notice of a security interest in personal propcrty - the

principal amount of debt secured. Recordation taxes are also imposed on the transfer of
real pioperty with a value of $1.0 mitlion or more when the transfer is achreved through

the sale of a "controlling interest" in a specified corporation, partnership, lirnited liability
company, tirnited liability partnership, or other fomr of unincorporated business.

Coniroliing interest is defined as more than 80% of the total value of the stock or the

interest in iapital and profits. Recordation taxes are generally imposed on an "indemnity

mortgage" in the same manner as if the guarantor were primarily liable for the guaranteed

loun, unless the recordation tax is paid on another instrument of writing that secures the

payment ol the guaranteed loan or the indemnity mofigage secures a guarantee of
iepayment of a loan for less than 53.0 miltion. An indemnity mofigage includes any



Angela Blondino

.,eannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1.34 PM

Neil Murphy; Angela Blondino; David Weiskopf
RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset
FY21 CIP TrsfrTax 8 25-2020.x1s

1 - Transfer Tax is revenue for the Capital Project Fund - see listing of uses in the approved FY2021 Plan attached
This is the County's Transfer Tax generated by the 1% charged - based on transfer value.

2 - Recordation Tax is split between operating (General Fund) 3.65 and CIP-Agricultural Projects .35

ln Operating - it is not designated to a specific item - it is general fund revenues toward the entire budget
ln CIP - it is designated to Agricultural Projects

Last three years breakdown is as follows:

Actual Receipts FY2018 FY2 019 FY2020 (u naudited )

Operating 3.65 5,918,163 6,387,490 6,160, s6s

CIP - Ag .35 567 ,495 612,499 s 90,73 9

Total 4.00 6,485,658 6,999,989 6,7 51-,304

Hi Jeannett,

Hope you're great!

We had a few follow-up questions from today's hearing with the Cornmissioners.
l. Where does the revenue for the transfer tax go? Our understanding is that it goes to Program Open

Space and some agricultural programs. [s this correct?
2. Where does the revenue from the recordation tax go? Similarly, our understanding is that it goes to

these two programs. Is this correct as well?

Thanks so much!

Sincerely,

Neil

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Thanks,.,eannett

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:4t PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarysmd.com>;

David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stmarysmd,com>
Subiect: RE:Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

1



SUMMARY - Transfer Tax
Capital lmprovement Projects - FY2O21 to FY2O26

FOR 2O2O LEGISLATION

FY21 FY22 FY23 F\24 FY25 FY26

CAPITAL PROJECT X-fer Tax

PUBLIC FACILIIIES
AirDo( lmorovemenls 319.600 915.500 75.000 0 0 0

B!ildinq Mainlenance & Reparr - Crilical 440,000 443.000 418 000 435,000 400.000 300.000

Buildino Mainlenance & ReDair - Prcqram 415,000 425 000 375,000 4',t5.000 410 000 330.000
Firc I Rescue Revolvinq Loan Fund 0 0 100,000 0 0 0

Parkina and Sil€ lmDrcvemenls 195 000 60 000 60,000 60.000 0 0

Total P ubl ic F ac i lities 1,369,600 1,813,500 1.02E.000 910.000 al0.000 630,000

HIGHWAYS
Culverl Reolacement & Repair 0 0 585,000 525.000 52s.000 525.000

Relrcfil Sidewalk Proqram 255.483 r.088.378 767.500 210,000 200.000 200,000

1.981.604 1.075.000 2.363.346 2.A02346 3.708.346 3.755.000

Soulharnplon Neiqhborhood Revitalizalion 60,000 0 0 0 0 0

Slreel Lqhlinq & Streetscap€ lmprovements 255,000 60.000 0 0 0 0

Waler Ouality & Nulrient Removal 400.000 450.000 360.000 380,000 600,000 0

2.952,O87 2,673,378 1,075,816 3,917,316 5,033.315 1.180.000

LAND CONSERVATION
Aoicullure Land Prese.valioo Proq.ams 743,333 346 679 346.679 346 u79 346 679 346.679

Ru.al Leqacv Proqram 1,050,000 750,000 750,000 750 000 7s0,000 750 000

ll6an LeqacY Proqram 0 0 0 0 0 600.000

foial Land ConseNation 1.793,333 1,096,679 1,096,679 1,095,679 1,096,579 1.696,679

REcREAfION & PARKS

Recrealion Facrliiies E Parks lmprovemenls 0 300 000 285.000 215.OAA 180 000 0

0 300.000 285,000 275.OOO 180.000 o

MARINE

Sl. Jerome's Creek Jetties 59.075 71.600 0 0 0 0

Sl. Palack s Creek Maintenance oreoge 100.000 0 0 0 0 0

159,075 71.600 o o 0 0

PUBLrc SCHOOLS

Buildinq lnhaslruclure - Crilical 0 0 264.000 90.000 0 0

Buildinq lnfiaslruclure - Progla 0 469.968 210,000 147 000 0 0

Chooticon HS HVAC Systemic Renovalion 0 0 0 125 000 0 0

Great Mills HS ' Pa(l3l Root Replacemenl 42 000 0 0 0 0 0

Green Hollv Ele SchoolRoof/HVAC Systemic 0 0 59 000 0 0 0

Lexinqlon Park Ele School - Roof Replace 0 0 0 0 0 40.000

Pinev Poinl El€ School-HVAC Syslem 0 40.000 0 0 0 0

Ridqe Ele School-HVAC System Rerlovation 0 0 0 0 0 40,000

School Capacity Srudy K-12 r75 000 0 0 0 0 0

Town Creek Ele School - HVAC Systemic 24 000 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

Toaal Public schools 211.000 509.968 533.000 362,000 0 80,000

TOTAL 6,515,095 6,495.125 7.0 !!.!?! 6,55't,025 7,120.025

L

-------- -------t



Neil Murphy

Flom:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:41 PM

Neil Murphy; Angela Blondino; David Weiskopf
RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

1- Are we having trouble making our ends meet - this is CIP revenue - if this goes away, then the Bond Funding will
need to be increased for the loss revenue.
Transfer Tax as already indicated go towards the County Ag projects - about a 51 million each each, and the rest for
other CIP projects - primarily those that are smaller, like studies,
And other expenses that would not normally go towards Bonds.

2 - Approximately S1 million each fiscal year

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>
sent: wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:33 AM
To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stma rysmd.com>;
David Weiskopf < David.Weiskopf @ stm a rysmd. co m >

Subject: RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Hi Jeanette,

In reviewing the questions of the meeting, the Commissioners also had the following questlons:
. Are we having trouble making our ends meet?
. How much money is coming out of the transfer and recordation taxes towards agricultural land

preservation CIP projects?

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. lllurphy
Deputt Couttl.t Attornev
St. Mary's County Covemment
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 30 l -475- 4200, ext. 7 17 04
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email: Neil.MumhvGas tmawsr.nd.cortt
https ://www. sttruryEq]llpoln/

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,

1

2.Fa

,6 31

ot \

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attorney-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of



is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:47 PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jea n nett.Cudmore @ tmarvsmd.com >; Angela Blondino <Angela.Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>;s

David Weiskopf < David. Weisko pf @ stm a rvsmd. co m >

Subject: RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Hi Jeannett,

Hope you're great!

We had a few follow-up questions fiom today's hearing with the Commissioners.

I . Where does the revenue for the transfer tax go? Our understanding is that it goes to Program Open

Space and some agricultural programs. ls this correct?

2. Where does the revenue from the recordation tax go? Similarly, our understanding is that it goes to

these two programs. Is this correct as well?

Thanks so much!

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Depu4) Countv Afiornev
St. Mary's County Govemment
41 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 30 I -475-4200. ext. 7 l7 04
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email : Nei[.Mumhy(a)stma rysmd.oon.t
https://www. stmarysmd.com/

This electronic message originates frorn the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The

message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which

may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against

unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

,
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privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised lr/.ay 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,

"opying 
o. ur" ofthe information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,

is .i.ictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply

and delete the original message.
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FOR THE PURPOSE OF SETTING A RECORDATION TAX AN'D
RATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH AND PI-]'RSUANT TO THE
AUTHORITY GRANTED IJI{DER MAR\'I,AND ANNOTATED
coDE. Ttx-pRopERTy lx11cl4 gl2-101, Er SrO AND
DESIGNATINC A PORTION OF T}IE REVENT'E THEREBY
GENERATED FOR TI{E PIIRCHASE OF DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS
THAT WrLL PRESERVE AGRTCULTURAT LANDS. ElffilIE iS g,fr

:!i{, 9.#oRprNArlcE trtr,,i,iliff*
.;ul rXr itsi 11:11 :c

WHEREAS, Marvland Anootated Code, Tax-property Articte, 5I2-lO3(b\
provides that "[t]he Mayor and City Council ofBaltimore City or the goveming body ofa
county may set, by law, the reco.dation tan late in the county',; and

WIIEREAS, the Board of Counry Commissioners for St. Mary,s Counfy,
Maryland exercised such authority in enacting RosolutioDs 69-l and 82-16, each setting
the Recordation Ta\ rate at Three and 30/100 Dollars, ($3.30) per Five Hundred Dollars,
(5500.00), ofconsidcmtion payable or ofthe principal amouff ofthe debr securcd for an
instrume ofwritint;and

LtB[ri00lq fuffoqc

Ordinance No. 2001-]fl_

Subject: Recordrtion Tax

Page I of2

WHEREAS, pusuant to Marvland Annotated Code, Article 25, Section 3(r), a
public hefiing was held on June 12, 2001, after due and appropriatc notice was published
ia The Entemrisc, a newspaper ofgcneral circolation irl St. Mary's County, on Junc I and
8, 2001 and in the Washinston Post- a newspaper of general circulatioo i_n St. Mary,s
County, on June 6, 7, 10, and 1l,2001, for at least two successive week: aod

WIIERf,AS, the Board of County Commissiooers for St. Mary,s County,
Maryla[d desire to protect the healti, safery and well-being of preseDt and future
residents of St. Mary's Counr,v by consqving and prctectitg agricultual land as aa
environmental rcsource of major imponance and as rhe basis of a viable scctor of the
County's economy; ald

WHEREAS, aner public input and serious consideration ofinput from staffand
the public it is determined that it is in thc County's besr interest to rep€al, modiry and re-
enact ihe Rocordation Tax, establishing rhc rate at Four Dollars, ($4.00), per each or
fi'action of Five Hundred Dollars, ($500.00), ofconsideration payable or ofthe principal
arnount ofthe debt secured for an instrument ofwriting recorded with the Cle* ofthe
Circuit Cout for St. Mary's County, Marylatd.

NOW, TIIER-EFORX, BE IT ORDAII\IED, by the Board of Counry
CornmissiotreN for St. Mary's County, Maryland that, pusuant ro the authority granted
under Maryland A$rotated Code, T&r-Property Article, $ 12- 103(b), therc shall continue
to bc a Recordation Tax for each or Aadion of Five Hundred Dollars, (5500.00), of
consideratiotr payable or ofthe principal amount ofthe debt secured for an instrumetrl of
writing recorded u ith the Clerk ofthe Circuit Court for St. Mary's County, Maryland.

BE lT FT RTHER ORDAINED, by the Board of County Commissionsrs for St.
Mary's County, Marylaid that th€ Recordation Tax Rate for St. Mary's County shall be
Four Dollars, (54.00) per each or fiaction of Five Hrudred Dollars, ($50O.OO), of
consideration payablc or of the pdncipal amount of the debt secured for an instnment of
writing recorded with tlre Clerk oftie Circuit Coun for St. Mary's County, Maryland.

BE IT FURTHOR ORDAINI4D, by the Board of County Conmissioners for St.
Mary's Coulty, Maryla.rd that 35/100 Dolla$, ($0.35), of each Four Dollars, ($4.00)

t

t
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collected after September l, 2001, and each fiscal ycar thereafter, shall be applied to
colserve ald protect rual lands.

BE IT FURTIIER ORDAINED, by the Board ofCoutrty Commissiorqs for St
Mary's County, Maryland that this enactment shall be effective Septembq 1, 2001.

BE IT FURTIIER ORDAINED, by the Board of County Cornmissionors for St.

Mary's County, Maryland that the rccitals above are hereby incorporated and adopted as

if fully wrihen herein.

BE IT FURTIIER OR.DAINED, by the Board of County Commissioners for St.

Mary's County, Marylard that the provision of this Ordinaoce shall be codified at

Chapter 267, Anicle XI ofrhe St. Marv's Countv Code.

Those voting Aye

Those voting Nay

Those AbseDt:

zLa O.l

I
EST

AI Laccr, Coulty

4--_

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY:

BOARD OF COT]NTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR ST. MARY'S COTJNTY. MARYLAND

Julic Randall, Preside

Joseph Conrnissioner

->4E4.N'-s,m
Deputy County Attomey xffiY.at&za7if,iss;o"u

T
Thomas A. Matting y, Sr

lqlvou6^r]1lJx|l\r6n@d,rlfua&s'&

Daniel H. Raley, Commissioner

AD}PTEDI /-/ag,/ o /
EFFECTTVE: Ssoternber l. 2001



Md. TAX-PROPERTY Code Ann. S 12:101

Statutes current through legislation effective July 10, 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > TAX - PROPERTY > TITLE 12. RECORDATIO/V IAXES

S 12-101. Definitions

(a) ln general. -ln this title the following words have the meanings indicated.

(b) Articles of consolidation. -"Articles of consolidation" means a document filed with the Department under

3-107 of the Co ton and Associations Afticl which evidences a consolidation of at least one Maryland

corporation with another corporalion to form a new Maryland corporation

(c) Articles of merger. -"Articles of merger" means a document filed with the Oepartment under 5 3-107, S

44-703, S gA.903, or O 1O-2OB ol the Corparatians and Associations Atlicle which evidences a merger involving

at least one Maryland corporation, Maryland limited liability company, [/aryland partnership, or Maryland limited

partnership.

(d) Documents which evidence the merger or consolidation of foreign corporations, foreign
partnerships, foreign limited liability companies, or foreign limited parlnerships. -"Documents which

evidence the merger or consolidation of foreign corporations, foreign partnerships, foreign limited liabilaty

companies, or foreign limited partnerships" means those documents that are filed or recorded with:

(1)theDepartmentunderS3-117,S4A-1012,S9A-910,ot610912oftheCorporationsand
Assoctations Arlicle'. ot

(2)the clerk of the circuit court of a county evidencing that title to real property has been conveyed

through a merger or consolidation of 2 or more foreign corporations, foreign limiled liability companies,

foreign partnerships, or foreign limited partnerships.

(e) Domestic partner. -"Domestic partner" means an individual wilh whom another individual has established

a domestic partnership.

(0 Domestic partnership. -"Domestic partnership" means a relationship between two individuals who:

(1)are at least 18 years old;

(2)are not related to the other by blood or marriage within four degrees of consanguinity under the civil

law rule:

(3)are not married or a member of a civil union or domestic partnership with another individual;

(4)agree to be in a relationship of mutual interdependence in which each domestic partner contributes

to lhe maintenance and support of the other domestic partner and the relationship, even if both

domeslic partners are not required to contribute equally to the relationship; and

(5)share a common residence where both domestic partners live, even if:

(i)only one of the domestic partners has the right to legal possession of lhe common residence: or

(ii)one of the domestic partners has an additional residence.

(g) Evidence of a domestic partnership. -"Evidence of a domestic partnership" means:

(1)an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury by two individuals stating lhat they have established a

domestic partnership; and

(2)evidence of any two of the following:

Neil Murphy
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(iloint liability of the individuals for a mortgage or other loan or for a lease;

(iilthe designation of one of the individuals as the primary beneficiary under a life insurance policy
on the life of the other individual or under a retirement plan of the other individual;

(iii)the designation of one of the individuals as the primary beneficiary of the will of the other
individual;

(iv)a durable power of attorney for health care or financial management granted by one of the
individuals to the other individual;

(v)joint ownership or lease by the individuals of a motor vehicle;

(vi)a joint checking account,.,oint investments, or a joint credjl account;

(vii)a joint renter's or homeowner's insurance policy;

(viii)coverage of one of the individuals under a health insurance policy of the other individual;

(ix)joint responsibility for childcare, such as school documents or guardianship documents; or

(x)a relationship or cohabitation contract.

(h) Evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership. --'Evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership"

means:

(1)a death certificate; or

(2)an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury by two individuals who formerly established a domeslic
partnership stating that the domestic partnership has been dissolved.

(i) Former domestic partner. --"Former domeslic parlner" means an individual with whom another individual

had established a domeslic partnership that has subsequenlly been dissolved.

0) lnstrument of writing. -
(1)"lnskument of writing" means a written instrument lhat:

(i)conveys title to or creates or gives nolice of a security interest in real property; or

(ii)creates or gives notice of a security inlerest in personal property.

(2)"lnstrument of writing" includes:

(i)a deed or contract;

(ii)a mortgage, deed of trust, or other contract that creates an encumbrance on real property;

(iii)a lease of real property;

(iv)an assignment of a lessee's interest in real property;

(v)a security agreement;

(vi)articles of merger or other document which evidences a merger of foreign corporations, foreign
partnerships, foreign limited liability companies, or foreign limited partnerships; and

(vii)articles of consolidation or other document which evidences a consolidation of foreign

corPorations.

(k) Recordation tax. --"Recordation tax" means the lax imposed under this title.

(l) Security agreement. --

(1)"security agreement" means an agreement that creates or provides for a security interest.

(2)"securily agreement" includes a flnancing statement llled under the Maryland Uniform Commercial

Code to perfect a security interest.

Neil Murphy



History

An. Code 1957, art. 81,5277:1985, ch.8, S 2: 1986, ch.686; 1987, ch. 11, S 1; 1988, ch.550; 7989. ch. 5, 6 7;

1992. ch. 536i 1997, ch. 14. $ 1, ch. 654. 6 2 1998. ch.743, S 3:2007, ch. 5, 5 7;2008. ch. 599i 2010. ch. 72. 6 5i

2013. ch. 43. q 5i chs.267,268:2017. ch. 62. $ 6i 2018. ch.720. S$ 1,3i 2019. ch. 8. S 5

Annotations

Notes

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS. -.

Chapter 599, Acts 2008, effective July 1 , 2008, added (e-1) through (e-5).

Chapters 267 and 268, Acts 2013, effective July 1,2013, made identical changes. Each in (lX1) added "or

amends and restates" and "regardless of whether recordation tax was paid on such instrument of writing" and made

a related change,

Section 1, ch. 720, Acts 2018, effective Octobe|l, 2018, deleted (d)and (fx2)(v) and redesignated accordingly;

and S 3, ch. 720 renumbered (e), (e-1) through (e-5), and (f) through (l) as (d) through (p).

EDITOR'S NOTE. -
Section 7, ch. 5, Acts 2007, apToved March 22,2007, and effective from date of enactment, provides that "the

publisher of the Annotated Code of Maryland, in consultation with and subject to the approval of the Department of

Legislative Services, at the time of publication of a new supplement, new volume, or replacement volume of the

Annotated Code, shall make nonsubstantive corrections to codiflcation, style, capitalization, punctuation, grammar,

spelling, and any reference rendered obsolete by an Act of the General Assembly, with no further action required by

the General Assembly. The publisher shall adequately describe any such correction in an edilor's note following the

section affected." Pursuant to $ 7 of ch. 5, "6 1-101 (x) of the Corporatons and Associatpns Afticle" was

Neil Murphy
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(m) Security interest. -
(1)"Security interest" means an interest in real property or personal property that secures payment or
performance of an obligation.

(2)"Security interest" includes a lien or encumbrance on real property or personal property.

(n) Subsidiary corporation. --"Subsidiary corporation" includes any corporation that is a subsidiary of either a
parent corporation or any other subsidiary corporation of the parent corporation.

(o) Successor. --"Successor" has the meaning slaled in 6 1-101(dd) of the Corcorations and Associations
Article.

(p) Supplemental instrument of writing. -
(1)"Supplemental instrument of writing" means an instrument of writing that confirms, corrects.

modifies, supplemenls, or amends and restates a previously recorded instrument of writing, regardless

of whether recordation tax was paid on such instrument of writing.

(2)"Supplemental instrument of writing" includes an instrument of writing that secures a debt and grants

a security interest in properly in addition to or in substitulion for property described in the previously

recorded instrument of writing.
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substituted lot "S 1-101 (u) of the Corporat ns and Associations Atlicle " in (k), following the redesignalions made

by S 7, ch. 5, Acts 2007

Pursuant to 5 5, ch. 72. Acts 2010, "S 1-101(y)" was substituted for "$ 1-101(x)" in (k) following the amendment

by Chapter 61 1 . Acts 2010.

Pursuant to S 5, ch. 43, Acts 2013, "6 1-101(bd of the Corporations and Associations Afticle" was substituted for

"6 1-1011v) of the Coroorations and Assoclalions Afticle" in (k), following the multiple amendments and

redesignations by chs. 68, 527 , and 528, Acts 2013.

Pursuant to S 6, ch. 62 Acts 2 1 "S 1-101(cc)" was substituted for "S 1-101(bb)" in (k), following the

amendmenl by ch. 674. Acts 2017.

Pursuant to 9 5, ch. 8. Acts 2019,"Q 1-101@d) of the Corporations and Associations Aiicle" was substituted for
tions and Associati " in (o), following the amendment by ch.289, Acts 20191-101 cc fth

Case Notes

ORIGINAL AND SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUMENTS DISTINGUISHED. --If thc TEfUNdiNg iS ACCOMPI|ShEd WithOUt

the need of the original mortgage, lhen the new instrument is not supplemental, but original, and the recordation tax

must be paid. lf the lien of the old instrument is retained, only the evidence of the same debt is changedi if the new

instrument cannot operate without the retention of the old, then the last is supplemental to the flrst within the

meaning of the Maryland recordation lax statute, and is exempted from the tax. Hammond v. Philadelphia Eleo

Power Co., 192 Md. 179. 63 A.2d 759 1949 outl v. Howard Dev. C 34M 411

367 A.2d 1811977)

CONSTRUCTION OF TITLE. -Mortgage indenture held a supplemental instrument within the meaning of those

words as used in (g) Hammond v. Philade lohia Elec. Power Co.. 192 Md. 179, 63 A.2d 759 (1949)

This title represents a general statutory scheme, and therefore the sections within the title must be read and

considered together to ascertain the true intention of lhe General Assemblv. Prince Georoe's Countv v. Brown. 334

Md. 650. 640 A.2d 1 142 (1994)

EXEMPTION OF SUPPLEMENTAL INSTRUMENT. -ln order for an instrument that creates a security interest lo

be exempt as a supplemental instrument, it must supplement an inslrument creating a security interest previously

recorded in this State. Prince Georae's Countv v. Bro . ss4 Md. 650. 640 A.2d 1 142 t1994)

The rationale of the supplemental instrument exemption is that it was not the intenlion of the General Assembly

to impose the recordation lax twice upon the same debl. Prince Georqe's Countv v. Brown. 334 lld. 650, 640 A.2d

1142 1994

DEEDS CONVEYING PROPERTY BY GIFT. -Deeds conveying property by way of gift submitted for record are

"instrumentlsl taxable." 63 Op. Aft'y Gen. 623 (1978).

Neil Murphy

Section 2. ch. 599. Acts 2008, provides that "this Act may not be construed to have any effect on U291-9!J!.e
Familv Law Afticle."
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TAX ON TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY NOT PREEI\,4PTED BY SECTION. -There are no provisions in this
section which expressly or impliedly preempt to the State the entire field of taxing of transfers of property. Hampton
Assocs. v. Baltimore Countv, 66 Md. App. 551. 505 A.zd 537 (1986) , cert. denied, 307 Md. 406, 514 A.2d 24
(1986).

QUOTED lN Prince Georqe's County v. Brown,348 Md.708.705 A.2d 1158 (1998)

CfiEO lN Pott v. Cowan. 426 Md.435, 44 A.3d 970 (2012).

Neil [/urphy

Annotated Code of Maryland
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COTINTY

James R. Cu1. President

Eric Colvin- Commissioner
Michael L. Her,r,itt. Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

September 29. 2020

Thc Honorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland [{ouse of Delegates
i l0 House Oftice Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, N'ID 21401

Re: St. Mary's County to request to repeal .s138-l.F of Article l9o/ the Public Local Lavs rtf
St. l4ury's Countl - to repeal the ternrination date for the Transfer'fax

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Commissioners ol'St. Mary's Countl' suppon the request to repeal the termination date

for the Real Propertl' Transfer'l-ax located in $ ll8-l.F of Article l9 o_f the Publit Loc'crl Luns tt/'

,\-r. ,Iy'ar-r'1r Coun+' as requested bl .leannett Cudmore. Chief Financial Officer.

We appreciate the introduction ofthis tegislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens of St. Mary''s County. We look forward to working with ;-ou on this and other initiatives

throughoul the session.

Sincerely.
co ISSIONI'.RS OF S I . MAR\"S ('Ot it,,vl Y/e/

aUl'rcs Randy Guy. President

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey'
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Cornmissioner Michael He* itt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopl CountY Auomel'

p.o.Box65l.(tlES:\PEr\l'tiBtrlt.l)l)'J(;'41770B,\LDRlllcllsI..Lto\Altlllo\\N'tu'D20650
PHON!. 301 .475..1200 * l] 50 . r^x j0l '4?5..1935 

. t!ww.stman.smd.com . cs Mc,0sr\1.\R\.s\|l).C()\l



ST. NIARY's Cou\TY GoVERNITENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

HB - St. Mary's County -
Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax sunset/

termination date

SUPPORT

.2021

Delegate , Chair
Committee

House Office Building. Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax
sunset/ termination date

Hearing on 2021

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: 

- 
St. Mary's County

- Repeal ofReal Property Transfer Tax sunset/ termination date which is being heard in the

Committee on .2021 .

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you fbr your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Cerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitl
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 41770 BALDRIDCE sr., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650

PHO NE 301 .475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . $ w\\ .stmarvsmd.com ' CSMC @STMARYSMD-COM

Sincerely,



flirr' ,I$; :

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

ST. MARY's CoUNTY GoVERNME^.7

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County
Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax sunset/

termination date
SUPPORT

,2021

( hair
Committee

Scnillor

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Rladen Street

Annapohs, MD 21401

Hearing on

Dear Chaim:an

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #, _- St. Mary's County -
Repeal ofReal Property Transfer Tax sunset/ termination date which is being heard in the

Committee on .2021 .

We request a lavorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you tbr your
consideration as rvell as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, Presider.rt

Re: Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County - Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax sunset/
tennination date

2021

Senator Jack Bailcy
Delegale Matthe* Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 BALDRIDGE sT.. LEoNARDToWN. MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 r www.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@srMARysMD.coM

(c





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORNT

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARY,S CoUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIoN AND CoMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MARY's CoUNTY

OCT0BER 6.2020 Ar'6:00 P.u.
4I770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYI,AND

Augusr 26 Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Comrnissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Comntissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQUESToR:

ADDRESS:

CO}tMISSIOT\'ER PRf, SI DENT R{NDY GT]\'

30t-475-4200
RANDY.GUY@STMARYSMD.COM

LI-(;rsr..\Tr\'E REr r-Rr-\cr- (rr K\o\\\): Annotated Code of Maryland,
Local Govemment Article S20-405

FISCAL INIP.{CT: YEs X No AMOUNT: 

-

REQUEST:
To request the authority to increase the cap on the St. Mary's County Public Accommodations Tax from
five (5) Percent to Seven (7) Percent by amending the Local Govemment Article, 620-405

$ 20-405. Tax rates

(a) In general. -- Subject to this section, the hotel rental tax rate is the rate that the county sets by
resolution.
(b) Limitations. - The hotel rental tax rate may not exceed:
(l) except as otherwise provided in this section, 3% in a code county;
(2\ 3% ir Cecil County;
(3) 4% in Talbot County;
(4) 5% in Calvert County, Carroll County, Charles County, Dorchester County, Frederick County, S*
Msryh4oun*, and Somerset County:
(5) 6% in Wicomico County; and
(6) 8% in Garrett County.
(7) 7% rN ST. MARY'S COUNTY.
(c) Code counties. - With the unanimous consent of the county commissioners:
(l) a code county other than a Westem Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 57o;

and
(2) a Westem Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 8%0.

(d) Washington County. -- The hotel rental tax rate in Washington County is 67o.

TEt.EPHoNE:
ENIAIL:

41770 BALDRTDGE srREET, LEoNARDTo\r'N, NrD 20650

SUBJECT MATTER: To REeuEsr rHE AtrrItoRITy ro Ir-cREAsE THE cAp oN THE sr. NtARy's couNTy
Pt:BLIC ACCONINTODATIONS TAX FRONT 5%o TO 77o



SUBUIT BY AUGUST 26.2020 To2

CoNrMrssroNERs oF ST. MARy's Col,T.,rry
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDTowN MARYLAND 20650
csnlc(lr stmar\ smd.corlr

MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY,S CoUNTY
310 HousE OFFTCE BurLDrNc
6 BLADEN STREET

ANNAPOI,IS, MD 2I40I
rna .morgani.l house.slale.md.us

AND



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. $ 20-405

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION lV. LOCAL FINANCE >

TITLE 20. TAXES AND DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES > SUBTITLE 4. HOTEL RENTAL TAXES >

PART I, COUNTY HOTEL RENTAL TAXES

S 20-405. Tax rates

(a) ln general. -Subject to this section, the hotel rental tax rate is the rate that the county sets by resolution.

(b) Limitations. -The hotel rental lax rate may not exceed:

(1)except as otherwise provided in this section, 30/o in a code county:

(2)30/o in Cecil County;

(3)40lo in Talbot Countyl

(4)50/o in Calvert County. Carroll County, Charles County, Dorchester County, Frederick County, Sl.
Mary's County, and Somerset County;

(5)6% in Wicomico County; and

(6)80/0 in Ganett County.

(c) Code counties. -With the unanimous consent of the county mmmissioners:

('lla code county other than a Western Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 5%:
and

(2)a Western Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 8ol0.

(d) Washington County. -The hotel rental tax rate in Washington County is 6010.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 24, S 9-304; 2013. ch. 119. F 2; 2019 chs.593

Annotations

Notes

, 594

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 24, S 9-304.

ln subsection (a) of this section. the reference to "this section" is substituted for the former relerence to "the
limitations in subsections (b) and (c) of this section" for accuracy.

ANGELA BLONDINO



9123t2020 CHAPTER 37: FINANCE AND TAXATION xx

Garrett County. MD Code of Ordinances

HOTEL RENTAL TAX

s 37.070 TAX tMPOSED.

s 37.071 DISTRIBUTION OF USE OF TAX.

Distribution of tax collected pursuant to $ 37.070 shall be made in accordance with the provisions of
Maryland law (State Act. Md. Code. $ 20-415 et seq.

(1986 Code, $ 263-14) (Ord. -. passed l-19-1988: Am. Res.20l9-5, passed 7-8-2019)

$ 37.072 USE OF TAX.

The net proceeds received by the count_v from the hotel rental tax be and are designated for the promotion
oftourism and economic development within the county.

( I 986 Code. $ 263- l4) (Ord. -, passed I - I 9- I 988)

s 37.073 (RESERVED)

$37.074 EFFECTMDATE.

The hotel rental tax rale of 5o/o shall be effective 7-l-2005.

( 1986 Code. $ 263- l6) (Ord. -. passed l - l 9- I 988)

library.amlegal.com/alpscripts/ge!contenl.aspx 1t1

The Board of County Commissioners of Garrett County. Maryland. under and by virtue of the power
granted to the Board under the provisions ofthe State Act. Md. Code. 20-405 c/ sc,q., does hereby impose a
hotel rental tax rate effective January l. 2020 of 8Y, in Garrett County.

(1986 Code. $ 263-13) (Ord. -. passed l-19-1988: Am. Res. 2012-7. passed 5-15-2012:. Am. Res.20l9-5.
passed 7-8-2019)

Pri^t'



LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., Governor ch. 594

Chapter 594

(Senate Bill 216)

AN ACT concerning

Garrett County - Hotel Rental Tax - Rate and Distribution ofRevenue

FOR the purpose ofincreasing the maximum hotel rental tax rate that Garrett County may
impose; altering the distribution of hotel rental tax revenue in Garrett County; and
generally relating to the hotel rental tax in Garrett County.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article - Local Government
Section 20-405 and 20-415
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2013 Volume and 2018 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE G!]NERAL ASSEMBLY OF MAR\T-AND.
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Local Government

(a) Subject to this section, the hotel rental tax rate is the rate that the county sets
by resolution.

O) The hotel rental tax rate may not exceed

( 1) except as otherwise provided in this section, 3%u in a code county;

(2) 3% in Cecil County;

(3) 4",, in Talbot County:

(4) 5% in Calvert County, Carroll County, Charles County, Dorchester
County, Frederick County, St. Mary's County, and Somerset County; [and]

(5) 6% in [Garrett County and] Wicomico County; AND

(6) 8% INGARRETT COUNTY.

With the unanimous consent of the county commissioners:

(1) a code county other than a Western Maryland code county may set a

-1-

(c)

20-,105.



ch. 594 2019 LAWS OF MARYI,AND

hotel rentai tax rate up to 5%; and

(2) a Western Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to
8%

(d) The hotel rental tax rate in Washington County is 6%.

20-415

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this part, acode county, Calvert County, Cecil
County, Garrett County, or St. Mary's County shall distribute the hotel rental tax revenue
as follows:

(1) a reasonable sum for hotel rental tax administrative costs to the general
fund of the county;

(2) after the distribution in item (1) of this subsection, the revenue
attributable to a hotel located in a municipality to the municipality; and

(3) the remaining balance to the generai fund ofthe county

(b) Cecil County may not deduct more than 5% ofthe revenue for administrative
costs under subsection (a)(1) of this section.

[(c) Garrett County shall designate a part of the balance under subsection (a)(3)

of this section for the promotion of the county.]

(C) (1) FROM THE PART OF TH!] BALANCE UNDER SUBSECTION (A)(3) OF

THIS SECTION THAT IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A TAX RATE OF 6% OR LESS, GARRETT
COUNTY SHALL DESIGNATE A PORTION FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE COUNTY.

(2) IF GARRETT COUNTY IMPOSES A TAX RATE GREATER TIIAN 6%,

THE PART OF THE BALANCE UNDER SUBSECTION (A)(3) OF THIS SECTION THAT IS
ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE RATE GREATER THAN 6% SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE
GENERAL FUND OF THE COUNTY.

(d) If a Western Maryiand code county imposes a tax rate greater than 5o/o, the
revenue attributable to the rate greater than 5'% and attributable to a hotel located in a

municipality shall be distributed to the general fund of the county.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1,2019.

Enacted under Article II, $ 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 25.,2019.



St. \1.rnr':' ( ot r r r (lrlr r:nlrrrr r

COMNIISSIONERS OF
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James R. Gu1, Plesident

Eric Colvin. ( ornm issioner

Michael L. Hewitt. (lommissioner
"lbdd B- Morgan. Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Comnlissioner

S!-pteurtler 29. 2020

'l he l lonorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland Housc of Delegates
i l0 llouse Office Building
6 tsladen Street
Amapolis. NID 21401

request authority to increase the cap on the St. I\4arr's Count)' Public Accornrlodations 
-l 

ax
Iiom fire (-5)percent to seven (7) percent.

Dear Chairman Nlorgan

The Commissioners of Sl. Mary"s Countl support the request to amend 620-405 of the l,otul
Guternnvnt Article o{ rhe ,4nnolalatl (--ode o-/ Mur.y'lutd to request authority to increase the cap

on the St. Marl 's County Public Accommodations 'lax fiorn five (5) percent to seven (7) pcrcent

as requested b1,Commissioncr President Randl (iu1'.

\\'e appreciate the introduction ol'this legislation and believe this legislation u'ill benefit the

citizens of St. Ma4"s Counti.. We look forward to working v,,ith you on this and other initiatires
throughout the session.

Sinccrel;.
COMMISSIONERS OF SI" MARY'S CoI]N'IY

/ rel
ilntc! llantli (iu1 . Prrsidcnt

( SM(,AIl \f
I '( ons.rl':01{) ll5

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Comnrissioner Eric Colvin
Commissionet Michael Hewitt
Commissioner I'odd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rehecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopl. County Attome)

p.( ). Box 653 . cl ll'\APLA( L lttr ll-Dl\c ' 'l 1770 IlAl.l)RIlxiE sr.. t Lo\ARD rowN, IID 20650

pr()\r. _t0 t .475.4:00 * I j50 . r,Ax 30 L475.4935 . [!a!r-rq!3!Lsj!d.qs[ . csMc@]srMARYsMD.( ()M



ST. NIARY's CouNTY GovERNlrE\T

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

- rJtrr' i,ffi:
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

HB St. Mary's County
lncrease Cap on Accommodations Tax

SUPPORT

)nr 1

Delegate Chair
Cornmittee

House Office Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County - Increase Cap on Accommodations Tax
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County

- lncrease Cap on the Accommodations Tax which is being heard in the

Committee on 2021.

We request a lavorable repofi on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailcy
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delcgate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Comrnissioncr Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michacl Hcwitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Wciskopl. County Attorney

P.o. BOX 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST,. LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301.475.4935 . wryry.$!]14ryut4!!!] . CSMC@SrMARYSMD.CoM



ST. MARY,S CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioncr

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioncr
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ - St. Mary's County -
Increase Cap on Accommodations Tax

SUPPORT

2021

Senator , Chair
Committee

West
Miller Senate Office Building
l lBladen Street
Amapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County - Increase Cap on Accommodations Tax
Hearing on _, 2021

Dear Chairrr'ran

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: - St. Mary's County -
Increase the Cap on the Accommodations Tax which is being heard in the

Committee on _,2021.

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegatc Brian Croshy
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNG ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 +1350. FAx301.475.4935. \r.\.1..$..stmarysmd.com . CSMC@srMARysMD.coM
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETING
ST. MARY's CoUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIoN AND CoMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY,S COUNTY

OCTOBER 6.202{) .\r 6:00 P.u.
4 I 770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 l.egislative Proposals will be presented to thc Cornrnissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Septe[rber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.
October (, Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors u'ill be given Wl)BEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQT.ESToR: CO}INIISSIONER ERIC COI,\'IN

ADDRESS: {1770 BAT.DRID(;r. STREET. P.O. Bo\ 653.LEoN^Rl)r'oNN. I\lD 20650

TELEPHo]*E: 301-475-4200

E UAI L: ERIC.COLVIN a.r' srNlARYsrl D.colr

SrrB.rECr NIA'r"r'rR: TO REPEAL THE ST. NIARY'S COUTY OPEN MEETINGS ACT AND TO
REQUIRE ST. NIARY'S COUNTY TO FOLLOW THE MARYLAND STATE
OPEN MEETINGS ACT

LEGTSLATIvE REFERENCE: Maryland Annotated Code:
Local Government Article SS 9-501 through 9-516 - St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act

FISCAL INIP,{C].: YEs No ANrotrNT: N/A

REQUEST: To repeal the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act and require that St. Mary's County follow the
Maryland Open Meetings Act instead.

BACKGROUND: The St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act was enacted in 1976. The following year,

the Maryland State Open Meetings Act was enacted, and ALL counties in the State of Maryland follow
the Maryland Open Meetings Act, including St. Mary's County. Consequently, St. Mary's County is the
ONLY county that has BOTH its own open meetings act and also follows the Maryland Open Meetings
Act. Following two open meetings acts creates enorrnous confusion and regularly requires legal opinions,
guidance, and interpretations because, while the two acts share a number of similarities, at times they vary
significantly. Because the two acts are different, we do not have clear cut answers and ofien must seek

opinions of the Attomey General and/or look to rulings, interpretations, etc.

Trainins At least one member of every public body in Maryland is required to take training on
the Maryland Open Meetings Act. However, there is no training module for the St. Mary's County Open
Meetings Act. Therefore, everyone in St. Mary's County must take training on the Maryland Open

x



Meetings Act, which is confusing because the two acts are different, and we normally follow the St
Mary's County Act as it is more stringent.

Manual - There is 76-page Manual and a 7-page Frequently Asked Questions reference guide for
the Maryland Open Meetings act while there is no manual for the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act.
St. Mary's County must look to the Maryland Open Meetings Act Manual for interpretation for both acts.

Compliance Board and Compliance Board Attorney The Maryland Open Meetings Act is subject
to the review of the State Open Meetings Law Compliance Board and has access to the Compliance Board
Attomey who helps interpret the Maryland Act and provides guidance on its application and
interpretation. The Compliance Board Attomey does not advise on the St. Mary's County Open Meetings
Act lor application or interpretalion.

Exceptions - The St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act enumerates ten ( l0) instances (this
number will increase to thifteen ( l3) after Oct. l, 2020) during which a public agency may meet in closed
session, as opposed to fifieen ( I 5) under the Maryland Open Meetings Act. Compare Local Cov't
$ 9-512(a), ttith Gen. Prov. $ 3-305. Two examples of closed session exceptions that Maryland provides
rvould be: 1. to consider a proposal for business to locate, expand or remain in State and 2. the marketing
of public securities.

A chart outlining the specifics of the State Open Meetings Act exceptions compared to the St

Mary's County Open Meetings Act exceptions is attached.

Subcommittees - Subcommittees must colnply with the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act,
whereas subcommittees are exernpt under the Maryland Open Meetings Act. $ 9-501(c)(2). In St.

Mary's County our board and commission subcommittees only gather information and report back to the

main body. Subcornmittees do not make decisions but are required to give notice of meetings, post

agendas, and use our meeting rooms.

Functions - The Maryland Open Meetings Act applies to advisory. legislative and quasi-legislative
t'unotions and licensing, permitting and land use deliberations. The Act does not apply to judicial
functions (those performed by courts), quasi-judicial functions (a public body's determination of a case

that can be appealed to a court), and administrative functions.(perflormance of tasks such as the

application of set policies to a set of facts). In contrast, the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act does

not differentiate between types of functions. The St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act applies to
"public business," which includes all matters within the jurisdiction of and before a public agency fbr
official action or r.vhich reasonably or foreseeably may come before the agency in the future.

The example of agenda setting by a public agency is illustrative. Under the Maryland Open

Meetings Act, if a local board of education were to set its agenda, such a function would be deemed

administrative and could occur in closed session. In contrast, because the St. Mary's County Open

Meetings Act does not distinguish among types of functions, a 2010 Attorney General opinion liorn the,

the St. Mary's Open Meetings Act requires the St. Mary's Board of Education and other public bodies to
met:t in open session for this sarne purpose. 95 Op. Att'y 152 (2010).

dates - While the Maryland Open Meetings Act and Manual have been updated continuously
over the years to include digital recordings, computer website notices, etc., the St. Mary's County Open

Meetings Act has not been updated.

U



However, for the first time in many years, the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act was
amended in 2020 to add exceptions for closed sessions (legal advice, cybersecurity, the investment of
public funds) to add the St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission (MetCom), the Board of Library
Trustees for the St. Mary's County Library (Board of Trustees), and the Housing Authority of St. Mary's
County (Housing Authority) as public agencies required to follow the St. Mary's County Open Meetings
Act and to encourage the use of technology.

Public Agencies MetCom, the Board of Trustees and the Housing Authority would follow the
State Open Meetings Act if the St. Mary's County Act is repealed.

By repealing the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act, we are not removing transparency. We
are merely simplifying govemment.

SuBMrr BY AUGUST 26,2020'to:

COUNUSSIOiT'NNS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
csm smd.com

MATT MORGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S CoUNTY
3IO HoUsE OFFICE BUILDING
6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.morsankDhouse. state.md.us

ANI)



ST. MARY'S COUNTY GOVEKI-MENT
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY
David A. Iltebkopf, County Attorney
Neil A. Murph_y, Deput.v* Cotmry* Attorney

Commissioners of St. Mary's County
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, ('ommissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Commissioners of St. Mary's County
David A. Weiskopl Deputy County Attomey
September 29, 2020
Maryland and St. Mary's County Open Meetings Acts Advantages and
Disadvantases

The following charts outline the advantages and disadvantages ofrequiring adherence to only the
Maryland Open Meetings Act and both the Maryland Open Meetings Act and St. Mary's County
Open Meetings Act.

Advantaggq Disadvantages
Statewide compliance

o Allows the County to confer
with the Attomey Ceneral's
Office and with other
jurisdictions ifthey have had

similar questions.

Required adherence to the Act is
detennined by function, i.e.,
administrative, advisory, j udicial,
legislative, or quasi-legislative, which
could cause initial confusion upon a
switch. Md. Code Ann.. Ceneral
Provisions ("GP") $$ 3- l0l,
3-103(aXl ).

Simplicity in only following one law Does not apply to subcommittees

At times more stringent
o MD OMA requires agendas for

all meetings. GP $ 3-302.1 . ln
contrast, the SMC OMA only
requires agendas for special or
rescheduled meetings. Md.
Code Ann., Local Gov't
('LG') !j e-s0s(c).

76-page rnanual from the Attorney
General

Updatcd more frequently
Allows certain "administrative
functions," like agenda setting, to be
conducted in closed session. 95 Op.
Att'y Gen. 152 (2010)

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

NIENIORANDUNI

Onlv The Nlarvland Opcn I\Icctinss Act

I

I



Training is available and, in fact,
required for at least one member of
every public body.

a Use of the Open Meetings Act
Compliance Board and Attomey
General opinion databases

Both Marvland Open Meetinss Act and St. Marv's Countv Open Meetinss Act

Advantages Disadvantages
At times, the SMC OMA is more
stringent

o SMC OMA applies to
subcommittees. LG

$ 9-501(c)(2). The MD OMA
does not.

o SMC OMA requires notice of
agency meetings either at the
beginning of the calendar or
fiscal year or when the agency
begins to function. LG
$ 9-s05(b). MD OMA
requires "reasonable notice."
GP $ 3-302(a).

Definition of "public agency" in the
SMC OMA has caused confusion as to
applicability of the SMC OMA for
some boards and commissions. as

"public agency" requires the board or
cornmission to be "supported in whole
or in part by public funds or
authorized to expend public funds."
LG $ 9-s0l(c)(l)(i).

No manual
No training on only the St. Mary's
County Open Meetings Act
Updated infrequently
No ability to confer with other
jurisdictions about SMC OMA
questions.

Adherence to multiple, sometimes
conflicting lau s. crcates confusion
among agencies.

After boards and commissions train in
the MD OMA, rve have to have a

separate training to advise them of
what does not apply.

I

I
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!i9-501 through $9-516 ofthc l"octrl Goventnrcrrt Articlc of the A,rnotated Code oJ llurylantl

$9-501. Definitions.
(a) hl this subtitlc the tirllowing rvords have the meanings indicated.
(b) "Offlcial action" mcans a phase of thc process in rvhich a puhlic agency in St. Mary's
County nrakcs a decision or recornmendation. including receipt of intonnation and

dcliberation.
(c) ( I) "Public agcncy" rncons:

(i) a govemmental unit of St. Mary's County. including an advison or quasi
judicial agcncy. that is:

l. supported in any part by public moneyi or
2. authorized to spend public money: and

(ii) thc St. Mary's County Board of Education.
(IID the St. Mary's County Board of Library Trustees; (**effective l0/1120)
(IV) the St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission; (**effective Oct. 1, 2020)
(\.) the St. Mary's county Housing Authority, (**effective Oct.1,2020)

(2) "Public agcncy" includcs a subconirnittee or other suborclinats unit ol a

governnrcntal unit listed in paragraph (t) of this subsection.
(3) "Public agcncy" does not include:

(i) a grand jury;
(ii) u F!'ti1jnry;
(iii) a law r:ufirrccrnt:nt agcncy: or
(iv) thc judicial branch.

(d) "Public agoncy nrccting" nrcans the convening ofa quorum of thc constituent rncntbcrslrip
ol'a public agcncy t() deliberatc or act oll a matter under the supervision. cor.rtrol,.yurisdiction,
ol advisorv powcr of'thc pLrblic agcncy'.
(c) "Quorunr". unless othcrrvise defincd by applicable larv. rneans a sirnplc majority of thc
constitueut menihership of a public agency.
(l) "Staff rnceting" rncans a nrccting of three or rnore statf mernbers of one or rnorc pubLc
agencies.

$9-502. Public Policl .

It is thc policy of St. N'lary's Count) that:
(l ) public olticials shall engagc in otficial action in an open and public nranner so that voters
are adviscd o{'thc pcrfbnnance ol public olticials ar.rd of decisions rnade in firnning public
policy:

(2) puhlic agencies erist to aid in conducting the people's busiucss:
(3) the pcoplc of the county. in delegating authority. do not yieltl their stx'creignll trr
givc public agcncies the right to dccide ri'hat is good tbr tlic people to knou'and *'hat
is not good tirr therl kr knos': and
(4) thc right of the pcople to remain infonncd is protected so that thcy nrav rctaiu
contr()l over thc instrulnsnts thcy create.

{i9-503. Conflict $'ith another statute, ordinance, regulation, or rule.
This subtitlc prevails il it conflicts with another statute. ordinance. regulation, or rule. unless

the dher statute, ordinancc, regulation, or rule is lnore stringent.

$9-504. Open Nlectings of public agency.
(a) Exccpt as provitlecl in '\ 

9 512 of this subtitle, a public agency rneeting at which oflicial
action is taken shall bc open to the public.



(b) A tinal tlecision whethsr to purchase or dispose of real property shall be at a publio
agency meeting open to thc pirhlic.

$9-505. Notice.
(a) This scctioll does not apply kr a staffrneeting.
(b) A public agency shall providc u'ritten public notice of the schedule ol its rcgular public
agency rncctings, inclucling their datcs, times, and places:

( I ) at the beginning of each calendar or tiscal year: or
(l) at the tilnc tlre public agcncy begins to function.

(c) ( l) Except as providecl in \ 9-506 or .s 9 507 of this subtitle. a puhlic agency shall
provide supplcrnental u,ritten public notice of any special or rescheduled public agcncy
meeting at lcast 4li hours bctbre tlie rreeting.

(2) The notice shall include tlre agenda. date. time, and place of the public agency
lnccting.

(d) A public agcrrcy shall provide r.vritten public notice by:
( l ) posting a col.ry ol the notice prominently at the principal oftce of the public
agency or at the building in rvhich the public agency meeting is to be held: and
(2) scnding a copy of the notice to any person rvho requests to be notiticd ol thc
puhlie ugcnel rncct ings.

(e) A public agency shall givc noticc of intent to purchasc or <lispose of rcal propcfty at lcast
l5 clays hefix'e a voting session or.l the action.

$9-506. Reconvened public agency meetings.
A public agoncy mecting rnay be ad.journed and reconvened at another time lvithout aclditional
public noticc if:

(l) rlotioc of tho tirrc and place of ths reconvened n'reeting is proviclcd bot'rrro
adjournrncnt:
(2) thc agcntla ltrr thc roconvcned rneeting is publishecl in advance; and
(-1) thc agcntla tirr thc original rneeting is availablc to obscn crs at thc beginning ol
thc oliginal rnccting.

59-507. Emergencl' puhlic agencl, meetings.
(a) This section tloes not apply to a stafTrnoeting.
(b) A puhlic agency may schedule au elnergenc)' public agency meeting to discuss unt'trrescon
enrcrgclrcy corrditiorrs.
(c) A public agency shall rrake a reasonable etTort to provide notice of the date, tirne. and
place ol'an cnlcrgsncy puhlic agency meeting by telephone to the nelr's media irnrrodiatcly
aftcr pafticipants have heen notificd.

$9-508. i\leeting minutes.
(a) This section does not appl) to:

( l) o stafl'nlccting: ()r
(2) a rvorking session ifa tinal decision is not made.

(b) A public agcncy shiill take ar.rtl. in a timely manner, record minutes of each public agency
rreeting open to thc puhlic.
(c) Minutcs of a public agency meeting are a public record open tbr irTspection and copying
by any person.

$9-509. Broadcasting and rccording of meeting.
(a) A public agoncy that conducts a rreetir.rg that is open to the public shall allorv reconled or
live radio anrl tclevision broadcasting and the use of reoording devices.



(b) A public agcuc)' nray adopt rulcs and reglllations lcgarding thc rccording antl broadcasting
o1' public agency nrl;ctjrlgs.

(c) Public agcncics are encouragcd to use nc$ tcchnologl when available to aid in public
acccssibilitl' and transparenc) . (**cffective l(l I I I 20)

$9-510. Staff meetings.
Erccpt as provided in \ 9 512 of this suhtitle. a strtfnreeting shall bc opcn to the public.

$9-511. Nlccting location.
A puhlic agcncy rnccting that is requirccl kr be open to the public under this subtitlc shall bc

conducted in a location u,ith rcasonablc lacilitics fbr public ohscnation.

$9-512. C loscd Sessions.
(a) A public agcncy mccting or a stafl'lneeting rnay be conducted in a closed session onlv:

(1) to consiclcr or discuss thc assignrncnt. prornotion. rosignation. salary. dcrnotion,
disrnissal. reprinrand. or appoiutrlent ol'a nrcrnber of a public agency ot crnploycc.
unless thc inclividual- as ir rratter of public recorcl. rnakes a u rittcn request tbr an opel'l

session:
(2) to discuss stratcgy in collcctire bargaining or litigation:
(.1) to engagc in collectivc bargaining:
(4) to discuss thc disttihution ofpolice firrcqs to cope rvith public safety cnrclg('ncies:
(5) to discuss cost cstinratcs tirr capital pxlccts to be subscqucntly placed thnrugh the
bitlding process:
(6) to holtl prolilniuar) tliscussions conccrning the purchasc or disposition of real
propert)'i
(7) r.r, hcn State larv or tstlcral rcgulation prohibits a mcctiug open to thc puhlic:
(8) to mcct a condition tirr lnonyr.r'rity o1'a douor containcd in a gifl or bccprcst to the

Ptlhlic agcllc\ :

(9) $tcn scclccv is nccr\:.Jr) t(, pre\enl tho prematurc tlisclosure of thc tbnnat ot
content ol' crarninations or the disciosurc of lcsults ol eranrinatiot.ts as rolated to
individual studontsl or
(10) ilthc nrccting is contluctccl bytheCounty Board of Erlucation or its stafl'kr:

(i) consitler the discipline of a studcut. unless thc par'cut. gualdian" or student
rc(plests an open session of tlre County' Board of Etlucatiotr: or
(ii) discuss spccific students. tanrilics. or personnel and the drsclosure olthe
discussior.rs coultl pror c tletrimental or han.nful to tlrosc inclividuals.

(11) to consider the investment of public funds; (**effective 10/l/20)
(12) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advicel or (**effective 10/1/20)
(13) to discuss cybersecurity, if the public body determines that public discussion would
constitute a risk to: (**effective 10/1/20)

(I) security assessments or deployments relating to information resources
technology;
(II) network security information, including information that is:

l. Related to passwords, personal identification numbers, access codes,
encryption, or other components of the security system of a governmental
entity;
2. Collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental entity to

!]"iil"l"i"',',i';l' ;H:'#:fi "ilH:"l;"::'fl I T sovernmentar entity or

lil1,#illraJ_;.lwernmental 
entity, of the vulnerability of a network to



(b) (l)
puhlic.

(III) deployments or implementation of security personlel, critical infrastructure,
or securitv devices.

A closed session shrrll bc :rirnouncecl irr atlrance a1 a mcotin-g tlral is opcn to the

(2) An announcetnent of a closed session sl.rall include thc nature of the business of
the closcd session.
(3) The closed session shall bc lirnited to the matters described in subsection (a) of
this section.

(c) The minutes of tlre next open session shall include the justification for holding the closed
scssion, the names ofthose in attendance, and the timcs the meeting bcgins and ends.
(d) An ordinance. resolution. rule, regulation, or decisiorr may not be finally adopted at a
closed session.

$9-513. Rules and Regulations.
A public agellcy may adopt rules and regulatior.rs to maintain order at its public agency

meetings.

$9-514. Judicial Review.
(a) ( 1 ) A persoir denied a right confered by this subtitle may file a complaint lbr

mandamus, injunction. or other appropriate rernedy in circuit court.
(2) A plaintifl need not allr:ge or prove an imeparahle injury or an injury different fiorn
the public at large.

(b) A complaint under this section shall be filed within I year after the date of the alleged
violation.
(c) The coud shall conduct a hearing within 7 days afler a conrplaint is filed.
(d) A violation of this subtitle is deen.red an injury to the public at large.
(e) (I) The courl shall issue an order that:

(i) grants or denies all or part of the relicf sought;
(ii) arvards appropriate attomey's f'ees or costs; and
(iii) detemrines the effbct of the action alleged to be in violation of this
subtitle.

(2) The court may void an action taken at a public agency rneeting in violation of this
subtitle.

$9*515. Pcnalty.
(a) ( I ) A person who knorvingly r,iolates this subtitle r-r.rore than twice is guilty of a

misdemeanor.
(2) A person who willfully violates this sLrbtitle is guilty of a misdemeanor and on
conviction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding I year or a line tlot exceeding
S 1.u00 or hoth.

(b) Ifa civil order finding the delendant in violation olthis subtitle is not enterccl at least orlce
befbre the occunence of an alleged misdLueanor, a violation of this subtitle is presumed not to
be willful.

S9-516. Short Title.
Tl-ris subtitle rnay be cited as tlre St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act.
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S 3-101. Definitions.

(a) ln general - In this title the following words havc thc rrrcanings indicated.
lbl Ad m i n i.\ t t Ltt iva.lir ttct i t m. -

( t ) "Administrative function" means thc administration of:
(i) a law of thc Statet
(ii) a law ofa political subdivisiou of tlrc State; or
(iii) a rule, regulation, or bylaw ola public body.

(2) "Administrative functiorl" does not includc:
(i) an advisory firnction:
( ii) a judicial function;
(iii) a legislatir e functiorr:
1ir ) a quasi-judicial lunction: or
(v) a quasi-lcgislat ivc function.

(c) "Advisort' function. - Adr isory function" nrcans the study of a matter of public
conccrn. or thc making of recornnrcndatiorrs on the rnatter. undcr a dclcgation of
responsibility by:
( l) Iaw;
(2) the Governor or an offlcial u,ho is subjcct to thc policy direction of the Governor:
(3) the chief exccutivc ofllccr ola political subdivision of thc Statc or an offlcial r.vho

is subject to the policy direction ofthe chiclcxccutivc ofllccr; or
(4) formal action by or fbr a public body that exercise's an administrativc fiurction.

judicial function, legislativc tunction. quasi-judicial lirnction. or quasi-legislative
function.

(d) Board "Board" mcans the Statc Open Meetings Law Corrrpliance Board.
(d-l ) Class on the opan mct,tings /nl .-."Class on thc opcn meetings law" nreans:

(l) an online class on thc rcquircmcnts of thc opcn mectings law oft'ered by the OUice
of the Attorney General and thc Univcrsity of Maryland's lnstitutc fbr
GovcmmentaI Scruicc and Rcscarch:

(2) a class on the requirements of the open meetings lalv off'ercd by thc Maryland
Association of Countics or thc Maryland Muuicipal Leagnc through thc Acaderny
for Exccllencc in Local Govcrnancc: or

(3) a class on the requilcments of thc open meetings lar.v oflcrcd by thc Maryland
Association ol Boards of Education through thc Boardsmanship Acaclcrny
Pr ogram.

(e) Judic ial.lilrrction.
( I ) ".f udicial function" rncans thc cxcrcisc of any power ol lhe Judicial Branch of the

State governrnent.
(2) "Judicial function" includcs the exercisc of:

(i) a power for which Articlc lV, s\ I of the Marylarrd Constitution providcs;
(ii) a lunction of a grand jury;
(iiita tunction 0f a pctitjury:



( iv) a lunclion ol thc Conlrrission on Judicial Disabilities; and
(v) a lunclion ol a judiciaI norninating commission.

(3) "Judicial lunction" docs not include the exercise of nrlernaking power by a coufl.
(fi Legislotive.fitnclion. - "Lcgislative function" means the process or act of:

( I ) approving, disapproving, enacting, arncnding, or repealing a law or other measure
to set public policy;

{2)appror ing or disappror ine an appointrnent:
(3) proposing or ratifying a constitution or constitutional amendr.ncnti or
(.1) proposing or ratifying a charter or clrafter amendment.

(g) Meet. -- "Mcet" mearls to con\rene a quorum of a public body to consider or transact
public busincss.

(h) Public bodt'.
( I ) "Public body" rleans an entity that:

(i) consists ofat lcast two individuals; and
( ii) is crcated by:

l. the Maryland Constitution:
2. a Statc statlrtc:
3. a county or rnunicipal chafier;
4. a rrrernorandurn of urrdcrstanding or a master agfeenrent to 'uvhich a majority

of thc county boards of education and the State Department of Education
arc s ignatorics:

5. an ordinancc:
6. a mlc, rcsolution, or bylaw;
7. an exccutive older of the Governorl or
8. an cxccutivc ordcr of thc chief executive authority of a political subdivision

ol thc Statc
(2) "Public body" ir.rcludcs:

(i) any multimcmbcr board. commission, or committee appointed by thc Govclnor
or thc chiel cxecutive authority of a political subdivision of the State, or
appointed by an oflicial who is subject to the policy directior-r of the Covcmor
or chief cxccutivc authority of the political subdivision. if the cntity includcs in
its rnembcrship at lcast two individuals not employcd by the State or the
political suhdivision:

(ii) any rnultimcmbcr board. commission. or committee that:
l. is appointed by:

A. an entity in thc Exccutive Branch of the State govemment. thc rncmbers
of u'hich arc appointed by the Govemor, and that otheruise mects the
clcllnition of a public body under this subsection; or

B. an official u'ho is subject to the policy direction ofan entity described in
itcrn A ol this iteml and

2. includcs in i1s rncrnbership at least two individuals who are not membcrs ol
the appointing entity or cmployed by the State; arrd

(iii) Thc Maryland School lbr the Blind.
(3) "Public body" does not includc:

1i; any singlc rnember enlity;
(ii) any judicirrl norninating cornmission:
( iii) any grarrd jury:



(iv) any pclit juryi
(v) thc Appalachian Statcs Lou,Levcl Radioactivc Waste Comnrission establrshed

in 5s 7-36, of thc Environmetlt Article;
(vi) except ll,lren a court is exercising rulemaking power, any courl cstablished irr

accordance with Articlc IV of thc Maryland Constitr.rtion;
(vii) thc Govemor's cabinet, the Govcnror's Executivc Council as provided in Title

8, Subtitle I of thc State Govcmmcnt Arliclc, or any cornmittcc of the
Executive Counoil:

(viii) a local govcmnlcnt's countcrpart to the Govenlor's cabinet. Executive
Council, or any cornrrrittee of tlre counterpart of the Executive Council;

(ix) cxcept as provided in paragraph ( I ) of this subscction, a subcorrrmittee of a
public body as defincd in paragraph (2Xi) ol tlris subsection;

(x) the goveming body of a hospital as defined in $ l9-301 of thc Health Gcncral
Articlc: and

(xi) a self--insurance pool that is established in accordance with Title 19, Subtitle 6

of the Insurance Articlc or $ 9-404 of the Labor and Employment Articlc by:
L a public entity, as defined in $ l9-602 ofthe Insurance Article; or
2. a county or rnunicipal corporalion, as describcd in { 9-404 of the Labor and

F,rnployrrcnt Article.
1i) Quasi-juclit'ial.limc'tion. - "Quasi-judicial function" nreans a dctcrrnination of :

( I ) a contestccl case to which Title I 0, Subtitle 2 of thc State Gove rnment Articlc
applics;

(2) a procccding belorc an adrninistrativc agency for u,hich Titlc 7, Chapter 200 olthe
Maryland Rules would gor"enr judicial revierv; or

(3) a cornplaint by thc Board in accorclancc with this title.
() Quasi-legislutive /unctiort. "Quasi-lcgislative function" means the process or act

o t-:

( l) adopting, disapproving. amending. or repealing a nrle. regulation, or bylau' that
has the tbrce- of lau'. including a rule of a court:

(2) approving, disapproving, or amcnding a budget; or
(3) approving, disapproving, or amending a contract.

(k) Quorum. -- "Quorum" mcans:
( I ) a majority ol thc rnembers of a public body; or
(2) the numbcr of membcrs that the larv requires.

$ 3-l02. Legislativc policl'

(a) ln generol. [t is essential to thc maintcnance ofa dcmocratic socicty that. exccpt in
spec ia I and appropriate circurnstances:
( l) public business be conducted openly and publicly; and
(2) the public be allou'cd lo observe:

(i) the perlorrnance olpublic ofllcials: and
(ii) the delibcralions and decisions that the making of public policy ir-rvolves.

(b) Accourtto hi litt', /iith in gorernment; effbt'tiveness ol public involtantert.
(l) The ability of the public, its represcntativcs, and the rnedia to attend. report on.

and broadcast rneetings of public bodies and to rvituess the phascs ofthe



deliberation, policy lbrrnation, and decision making ol public bodics ensurcs the
accountability ol government to the citizens of the State.

(2) Thc conduct of public business in open nrcctings incrcases the laith olthe public
in goverrrnrcnt and crrhances the cffectivcncss of the public in fulfilling its rolc in a

democratic society.
(c) Public polio. Except in special and appropriatc circur.nstances u'hen meetings of

public bodics may l'rc closed undcr this titlc, it is thc public policy of thc State that the
public be provided with adequatc notrce of the time and location of rneetings of public
bodics, u,hich shall be hcld in places reasonably aoocssible to individuals lvho would
likc to attcrrd lhese rncctings.

$ -j-10-3. Scope of titlt

(a) Not upplicabir,. - Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section and { 3-104 of
this subtitlc, this title tlocs not apply to:
( l ) a public botly rr hcn it is calrying out:

(i) an adrninistrativc function;
(ii) a judicial function; or
tiii) a quasi-judiciirl lunction: or

(2) a chance encounte!', a social gathering, or any othcr occasion that is not intendcd
to circunlvcnt this title.

(b1 Applituble. This titlc applics to a public body whcn it is mceting to consider:
(l )granting a liccnse ()r pcnllit: ()r

(2) a special cxception, variance, conditional usc. or zotring classification, the
cnfbrcenrcrrt of any zoning lar.v or regulation. or any other zoning mattcr.

li 3-10J. Nlinutes for closcd session

If a public body rccesses an open scssion to calry out an administrative function in a
mceting that is not open to the public. the minutes for the public body's next meeting
shall include:
( I ) a statement of the date. tirne. placc. and pcrsons prescnt at the administrative tunction

mcctingl and
(2) a phrase ol scntcnce identilying the subject matter discussed at the administrativc

function lneeting.

$ -1-105. C'onflict of lau s.

Whcr.rcvc-r this titlc and another law that relalcs lo meelings olpublic bodics conflict. this
titlc applies unless thc othcr lau,rs more stringcnt.

.rI'B'flTLI: 2. ,9T,.ll'll OPE.\' TIEETL\'(,S 4.'l lt ('O:vIPl.l,r.\'CE BO.lRD.

S 3-20l.llstablishcd.

Thc-r'e is a Statc Open Mcctin-qs Larv Compliance Board



$ -3-202. N{emhership

(a) Composition; appointment of meniters --
( I ) The Board consists of three r.nembers.

(2) At least one of the rnembers shall be an attomey admitted to the Maryland Bar.
(3) The Govemor shall appolnt the members u,ith the advice and consent of the

Senate.
(b) Chair. From among the members of the Board, the Govemor shall appoint a chair.
(c) Tenure.

(i) The term of a mernber is 3 years.
(2) The tenls of niembcrs are staggcred as rcquired by thc tenns provided for

members of the Board on October l.2014.
(3) At the end of a term, a rnember continues to serue rurtil a successor is appointed.
(4) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only for the rest of the

tenn and until a successor is appointed.
(5) A member may not serve for nrore than two consecutive 3-year tems.

$ 3-203. Quorum; meetings; compensation; statT

(a) Quorum. - A rnajority of the fill authorized urenrbership of the Board is a quorurn
(b') Meetings. The Board shall determirre thc tirncs and placcs of its nreetings.
(c) Compensution; reint bu rsentettt.fbr expen,se.y. - A nrenrber of thc Board:

( l) may not receive comperlsatiorl as a mernber of the Boald; but

12) is entitled to reimbursement fbr expenses under the Standard State Travel
Rcgulations, as provided in the State budeet.

(c1) Sxr.lf . The Of flce of the Attomey General shall provide staff fbr the Board.

$ 3-20:1. Dutics

(.a) Complaints on t,iolotiorts; written opinir.tn - The Board shall:
( 1) rcceivc, revic*', and, subjcct to $ 3-207 of this subtitle, rcsolve complaints from

any person alleging a violation ofthis title; and
(2) issue a written opinion as to whcther a violation has occurcd.

(b'l Contploints on prospec'tive t'iolatiorts. The Board shall receive and t'eview any
complaint alleging a prospective violation of this titlc as provided undcr $ 3-212 ol
this subtitle.

(c) Complianc'e; recommendatiorts. The Board shal[:
(l ) study ongoing compliance with this title by public bodies; and
(2) rnakc rccommendations to the General Assembly for implovements in this title.

(d) Educcttional prograns and ntuterials. Thc Board, in conjunction with the Olfice of
the Attomey General and other interested organizations ol'pcrsons, shall develop and
conduct educational programs and distributc cducational malerials on thc
requirerncnts of the open lneetings law for the staffs and attorneys ot
( 1) public bodics;
(2) the Maryland Municipal League;
(3) the Maryland Association of Countie s; and



(4) the Marylarrd Association of Boards of Education.
(e) .4nnual report. -(l ) On or before Octobcr I oleach year, thc Board shall submit an annual repofl to

tlrc Governor and, subjcct to g 2-1246 olthc Statc Govenrment Article, thc
General Assenrbly.

(2 ) Thc report shall:
(i) dcscribe the activities of the Board;
(ii) dcscribc the opinions ofthe Board;
(iii) state the nurnbcr and naturc of complaints filed with the Board aud discuss

complaints that rcasonablc notice of a ntceting was not given;
(ir,) idcntify thc provisious of this title that the Board has found a public body to

have violated and the number oltimes cach provision has been violatcd;
(v) idcntily each public body that the Board lras found to have violated a provision

of this title; and
(vi) recomrnend any irnprovenrcnts to this title.

S 3-205. Cornplaint

\a) ln generul. Any person rnay file a writtcn contplaint with the Board seeking a

u,r-itten opinion fronr the Board on the application olthis titlc to the action of a public
body covcred by this titlc.

(b) Retluirenrcnts. The complaint shall:
( l) idcntity thc public body that is the subjcct ol'thc conrplaint;
(2) dcscribe thc action of thc public body, thc datc of the action. and thc

circumstances ol the actiont and
( 3 ) bc signed by thc corrplainant.

$ -l-206. Rcccipt of complaintl rcsl)onsc

(a) Rat'eipt of comploirtt. - Except as providcd in subscction (c) of this section, on
receipt of the w'rittcn cornplaint. the Board pronrptly shall:
( l) scnd thc cornplaint to the public body idcntificd irr thc complaint; and
(2) rcquest that a rcsponse to the complaint be scnt to the Board.

(b) Response retlu ired.
( I ) Thc public body shall filc a writtcn rcsponsc to the complairrt within 30 days alter

it reccives the cornplaint.
(2) On request of thc Board, the public body shall include with its writtcn responsc to

the complaint a copy ot:
(i) the noticc provided under $ 3-302 ol this titlcl
(ii) any uritten staterncnt nradc uncler 

"s 
3-305(d)(2Xii) olthis title; and

(iii) thc rninutes and any lccording made by the public body under:\ 3-306 ol'this
titlc.

(3) The Board shall maintain the confldentiality olthe minutes and any recording
submitted by a public body that are sealcd in accordance with 5s 3-3g61.X3Xii) of
this title.

(c\ Procedure /br public boclr no longer e.risting. -



( I ) Il thc public body identilil--d in the complaint no longL'r exisls. thc Board prornptly
shall scnd thc complaint to the of ficial or entity thal appoinled thc public body.

(2) The oil-rcial or entity that appointcd thc public body shall cornply. to thc extent
fcasiblc, u,ith the requircrrcrrts ofsubscction (b)of this sectioll.

(d) Ellact ol liilurc to respond. If a written rcsponse is not reccived ivithin 45 days

aftcr thc notice is sent. the Board shall dccide tlrc case on the facts bcforc the Board.

$ 3-207. Revien and nritten opinion bl lloard

(a) ln/brnation su/licient fbr dctcnninution. -
( I ) The Board slrall rcview thc complaint and any respol'Ise.

(2) llthc infonrration in thc complaint and response is sufficicnt for making a

deternrination. u'ithin 30 days atier rcceiving the responsc the Board slrall issuc a

written opinion as to whethcr a violation of this titlc has occurred or will occur.
(b\ Irt/itrntrl t onference.fbr adcl i t ionu l i nfbrntu ticttr.

(l) If the Iloarcl is unable to rcach a dcterrlination based on the writtcn subtnissiotrs

beforc it, the lloard rnay schcdule an inlortnal cotrftrence to hcar fiont the

cornplainant, the public body. or any other pcrson with rclcvant intbrnration about

the subject of the complaint.
(2) An inlbrmal conferencc schedulcd by the Board is uot a contested casc w'ithin the

nrcaning of $ l0-202(d) of the State Government Article.
(3) Thc tloard shall issue a written opinion within 30 days altcl the infornral

conl'crcnce.
(c) E.rtension of'tinre.fttr opittion: Bounl unuhle to resolve L onrpluint. -(l) If thc Board is unable to rcndcr an opinion on a contplaint within thc tirne periods

speciticd in subsection (a) or (b)of this section. thc Board shall:
(i) state in writing the rcason fbr its inability to render an opinion; and
(ii) issue an opinion as soon as possiblc but not latcr than 90 days after thc fi[ing

olthe complaint.
(2) An opinion of thc Board may state that the Board is unablc to rcsolve thc

comp laint.
(d) Raquired recipiants ol opinion. The Board shall send a copy of thc wlittcn opirlioD

to thc cornplainant and the af'lbctcd public body.

$ 3-208. Distribution of opinions

(a) ln general. - The Board may send to any public body in thc State any rvritten
opiniorr that rvill provide thc- public body with guidancc or.t compliance r.r'ith this title.

(b) On recluast, On request, 1hc Boald shall provide a copy of a wrilten opinion to any

pcl'son.

$ 3-209. Opinions arc advisorl- onll'

The opinions of thc Boarcl are advisory only.

$ 3-210. Limit on authority of Board



Exccpl as provided in $ 3-2I I of this subtitle, the Board rnay lrol require or compel any
specific actions by a public body.

$ 3-21 l. Announcement of violation; summar] of opinion

(a) Scope o.l Sec'tion. -. This scction does not apply to a public body that is:
( I ) in the Judicial Branch of State govcmnlent; or
(2) subjcct to governance by mles adopted by the Court olAppeals.

\b) l.f yiolation has oct'urrctl. - lf the Board dcterrnirles that a violation of this title has

occurred:
( l) at thc ncxt open lrectil'lg olthe public body after the Board has issued its opinion,

a mcmbcr of the public body shall announcc tlie violation and orally sutt'unarize

the opinion; and
(2) a maiority ofthc menrbcrs ofthe public body shall sign a copy of the opinion and

rcturn tho sisncd copy to thc Board.

\c) Representatit'e nu'not prot'ide announcet enl arul suunrun" Thc public body nlay
not designate its counscl or another representati\rc to prolide the annottncemcnt and

sulrlllary.
(d) l,imitcrtions on t.ontpliunc,e. - Conrpliancc by a public bocly or a tnerrtbcr of a public

body with subscctiotrs (b) and (c) of this scctiort:
(1) is not an admission to a violation of this title by the public body: and

(2) uray not be used as cvidencc in a proceeding conductcd in aocorclancc with rs 3-

401 of this title.
(e) Posring If the Board detcrrnines that a public body has Violated a provision of this

titlc, thc Boarcl shall post on thc Maryland Opcn Meetings Act page olthc Offlcc of
the Attorney Gcncral Web sitc the natue of thc public body and thc opinion that

describcs thc violation.

$ 3-212. Complaint proccss ftrr prospective r-iolation

(a) In ganeral. On rcceipt olan oral or u,ritten complaint by any person that a firecting

rcquired to be open under this titlc will bc closed in violation of this titlc. the Board,

acting through its chair. a clesignated Board rrcmbcr. or any artthorizcd staff person

availablc to thc Board. rnay contact thc public body to determine thc nature of the

tnecting that will bc held and the rcason tbr thc expectcd closure of the rneeting.

(b) Notice of porenial violotion. When at lcast two mcmbcrs of thc'Board conchrde

that a violation of th'is title may occur if the closcd rnceting is held, the pcrson acting

fbr the Board immediatcly shall inlbrm thc public body of thc potential violation and

any lawlul lreans that are availablc lor conducting its mccting to achievc thc purposcs

ol the public bocly.

lc) Noric.e to (onttrtlainoi. Ttre person acling lor the Boarcl shall inlotrn the person

rvho filecl the complaint under subseclion (a) of this section ol the resuh of any cffort

to achicve compliance with this title trndcr subsection (b) of this section.

(d) tYr.itterr report. - The pclson acting for the Board shall tlle a u'rittetr repoft with thc

Board describing the cornplaint. the efTort to achicvc compliancc, and the results of
the cffilt.



(e) Effect of compluinl ontl uctitsn b.t Board. Thc fi1ing of a complaint r-rnder

subscction (a) ol- this section and action by a person acting for thc Board under
subscctions (b), (c), and (d) olthis section nray not prevent or bar the Boald lrom
considering and actrng on a urittcn complaint filed ir-r accordancc rvith s\ 3-205 of this
subtitle.

$ .1-21.1. Re quired Iraining.

\a) S<:ope ol Section. This scction docs not apply to a pr.rblic body that is:
( I ) in thc Judicial Branch of State govemrncnt; or
(2) subject to governance by rulcs adoptcd by thc Corrrt of Appeals.

(b) Designation of'ind iduul. Each public body shall designate at least one individual
r.r,ho is an errployee. an officer. or a urenrber of the public body to receive traiuing on

the rcquiremcnts of the open mectings law.
(c) Timing.fbr C'onpletiort of C/a.rs. -Within 

90 days aficr being designatcd under
subscction (b) of this section. an individual shall conrplcte a class on thc opcn

rurectings law.
ldl Requirentettt.: lbr hulding tnL'etittg.\. -

( l) This subsection applies to a public body that r.nects in a closed scssion on or attcr
October I .2011 .

(2) A public body rnay not nrect in a closcd scssion utrlcss thc public body has

designatcd at lcast one tnet.nbcr of thc ptrblic body to rcceivc training on thc

rcquiremcnts of the open rnectings law.
(3Xi)Except as providetl in subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph. at least onc indi'"'idual

dcsignated under paragraph (2) of-this subsectiotr shall bc prescnt at cach open

mecting of thc public body.
(ii) If an individual dcsignated under paragraph (2) olthis subsection cannot be

pl'csent at an open mecttng of the public body, thc public body shall completc
the Compliance Checklist tbr Mcctings Subject to thc Maryland Open Mectings
Act dcveloped by the Olfice olthc Attorney Cencral and include the cornpletcd
chccklist in thc minutes for thc meeting.

SABTITLE 3. OPEN TTEETINGS REQLURETTENTS

$ 3-301 , Open sessions generally required.

Exccpt as otheru'ise cxpressly provided in this titlc. a public body shall mcet in opcrl

session.

$ 3-302. Notice.

(a) Requirel. Belorc rnecting in a closed or open sessiott. a public body shall give

reasonable advance notice ofthc scssion.
(b) Forn. - Whenet'er reasonable, a noticc under this section shal[:

( I ) be in writing;
(2) include the date. timc, and place of the sessionl and



(3) if appropriatc, include a statenrent that a part or all of a meeling rnay bc conductcd
in closed session.

(c) Method. A public body may give the notice under this section as follows:
( I ) if the public body is a unit of State govemrnent, by publication in the Maryland

Registcr;
(2) by dclivery to rcpreselrtatives ofthe news media rvho regularly report on sessions

of thc public body or thc activities of the government of which the public body is a
pafi;

(3) if the public body prer,iously has given public noticc that this method will bc uscd:
(i) by posting or depositing the noticc at a convenient public location at or ncar thc

placc of thc sessionl or
(ii) by posting the notice on an Internet Web site ordinarily used by the public

body to provide information to the public; or
(4) by any othcr reasonablc ntethod.

(d) Copl o.f notit'e. A public body shall keep a copy ofa noticc provided under this
section fbr at lcast I year after the date of the session.

S 3-302.1. Availabilitv of agenda to public.

(a) Required.
(l) Sub.jcct to subsoction (b) olthis sectior.r, before nrecting in arr opcn scssion, a

public body shall rnakc available to thc public an agenda:
(i) containing knolr,'n itcrns ol businoss or topics to bc discusscd at thc portion of

thc nrccting that is opcn: and
(ii) indicating whcthcr thc public body expects to close any porlion of,thc ntccting

in accordance u'ith g 3-305 of this subtitle.
(2) Ifan agcnda has bccn dctennined at the time the public body givcs noticL. olthc

rnccting unde-r S 3-302 of this subtitlc. the public body shall make available thc
agcnda at thc samc timc the public body gives notice of the mcctin_e.

(3) 11'an agcnda has not bccn dctcrr-nincd at thc time the public body givcs noticc of
the mccting, thc public body shall makc available the agenda as soon as
practicablc aftcr thc agenda has been determined but no latcr than 24 hours bctbrc
thc mecting.

(b) Enat'gant:.r' nrcctings. Ila public body is r.rnable to comply with the pror,isions of
subscction (a) of this scction because the meeting was scheduled in rcsponsc to an
ernergency, a natural disastcr. or any other unanticipatcd situation, the public body
shall makc available on teqrrest an agenda of the meeting rvithin a rcasonable timc
alicr thc rnccting occ urs.

(c) Closed mcetings. A public bociy is not required to make available any inlbrrnation
in the agcnda rcgarding thc sr"rbject matter of the portion of the mecting that is closed
in accordancc u,ith 

"s 
3-305 ol this subtitle.

(c1\ Method lbr tttaking oviluble an ogertda. --
( I ) A public bocly rcquired to make available an agenda under subscction (a) ol this

section may makc availablc the agcnda using a method authorized fot giving
notice undcr ss 3-102(c) of this subtitle.

(2) The mcthod a public body uses for making available an agcnda rnay be ditferent
fi'om thc mcthod a public body uses for giving noticc.



(e) Alteruiort ol ugertcla. -.Nothing in this scction may bc construcd to prevent a public
body from altcring thc agcnda ola mecting alter the agcnda has becn rnade available
to thc public.

$ -3--10-1. Attendance at open scssion

(.a) ltt general. -- Whcnever a public body nrcets in open scssion, the gcncral public rs

cntitled to attcnd.
(b) Rrrles. A public body shall adopt and eufbrce reasonable mles regarding the

conduct ol pcrsons attcrrding its meetings and the vidcotaping. telcvising,
photographing. broadcasting, or recording of its meetings.

(cl llcntot a I rtl itrJiridual.s..-
(l) Ifthe prcsiding officcr dctermines that the belravior ofan individual is disrupting

an open scssion, the public body uray have the individual rcr.uovcd.
(2) Unlcss the public body or its rnembcrs or agents act rnaliciously, thc public body.

rncrnbcrs, and agents zrrc not liablc tbr having an individual rernovcd under this
sttbsectiorr.

S -3--10.,1. I nterpreters

(a) Scope of'set'tion. - This scction applics only to the Executive and Legislative
branches of the State govsmnrcnt.

(b\ ln generul. On request and to thc cxtcnt l-easible. a unit that holds a public hcaring
shall plovidc a qualified intcryr'eter to assist dcal individuals to understand the
procecding.

(c\ Fonn o/ rec1ue.st. - A rcquest for an intcrprctcr tnust be submittccl in writing or by
tcle comrnunication at lcast 5 days befbrc tlie procecding begins.

(d,\ Determinotion o/'.feosibilit.r'. - The unit shall detennine. in each instance. '*'hetlrcr it
is fcasiblc to provide an iuterpr,.'tcr.

$ 3--105. C'losed scssions

(a) Constructictn of sectiott, The exccptions in subsection (b) of this scction shall bc
strictly construed in favor of open meetings of public bodies.

(b) ln generol. -- Subject to subscction (d) of this section, a public body may mcct in
closed session or adjourn an open session to a closcd session only to:
(l ) discuss:

(i) the appointrnent. employrnent, assignmcnt. promotion. discipline, demotion,
colnpcnsation, Lernoval, resignation, or perforurance evaluation of an

appointee, employcc, or olficial over whom it has jurisdiclion; or
(ii) any other personncl nlatter that al'l'ects one or morc specific individualst

(2) protecl thc privacy or rcputation olan individual with respect to a matter thal is
not related to public business:

(3) considcr the acquisition ofreal propcrty for a public purposc and matters dircctly
relatcd ttr thc acqu isition:

(4) consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a business or industrial
organization to locatc, cxpand. or remain in thc Statc;



(5) consider the investrnent of public lunds;
(6) consider the rnarketing of public securities;
(7) consult with counse I to obtain legal advicc-:
(8) consult with staft'. consultauts. or other individuals about pending or potcntial

litieationl
(9) conduct collectivc bargaining negotiations or consider nlattcrs that relate to tlre

negotiations;
( I 0) discuss public sccurity, il thc public body detennines that public discussion

would constitute a risk to the public or to public sccurity, including:
(i) the dcployment of firc and police scrviccs arrd staflf; and
(ii) the developmcnt and implementation of cttrergency plansl

( I I ) prcpare, administer, or gradc a scholastic. licerrsing. or qualifying exatnitration,
( l2) conduct or discuss an invcstigativc proceeding ou actual or possible criruinal

conduct:
( l3) comply with a specific constitutional, statutory, ol judicially irnposcd

requirerncnt that preverlts public disclosures aboul a pallicular proceeding or

Inatter: or
( l4) discuss, belore a contract is awarded ol bids are opened, a t:latter dircctly rclated

to a ncgotiating strategy or thc contents ofa bid or proposal, if,public discussion or

clisclosure u'ould adverself inrpact the ability of the public body to participatc in

the conrpetitive bidding or proposal process.

(c) !,initulion. -- A public body that rneets in closcd session ttnder this section tnay not

discuss or act on any rnattcr not authorized under subsection (b) of this scctiorr.

(d) l'o1('. tt t illen .\Iolefi\(ttl.
( t ) Unlcss a rnajority olthc members of a public body prescnt and I'oting vote in

lavor of closing thc sessiotr, the public body nlay llot llleet in closcd session.

(2) Belbre a public body mccts in closcd session, the prcsiding officer shall:

(i) conduct a recordcd votc on thc closing of the scssioni and

(ii) rnake a writtcn statemctlt of thc reason tbr closing the rnceting. including a

citation ofthc authority under this scction, ancl a listing ofthe topics to bc

discussed.
(3) tf a person objects to tl're closing of a session. the public body shall scnd a copy of

the u'ritten statelnent to thc Board.
(4) The written statemcnt shall bc a matler of public rccord.
(5) A public body shall keep a copy ofthe rvritten statement for at least I year aftcr

the date of thc session.

.|i 3-306. Minutcs; taPc rccordings

(a) Scope of'section. - This seclion docs not:
( I ) require auy change in the tonl.) or content ol the Journal of the Senatc ol Maryland

or .loumal of the Housc of Dclegates ol Maryland; or
(2) lirnir lhe tnatters that a public body rnay include in its mintttes.

(b) Nlinutas required. -
( l) Subjcct to paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection. as soorl as practicable after a

public body rneets, it shall have tnintttes of its session prcpared.

(2) A public body nccd not prepare minutes oi an opcn session if:



(i) live and archived video or audio streaming of the open session is available: or
(ii) the public body votes on legislation and the individuai votes taken by each

member of the public body rvho parlicipates in the voting alc posted promptly
on the Internet.

(3) The information specified under paragraph (2) olthis subsection shall be deerled
thc rninulcs of the open scssion.

lc) Content of minutes; lape recordings. -
( I ) The n-rinutes shall reflect:

(i) each item that the public body considered;
(ii) the action that the public body took on each item; and
(iii) each vote that was recorded.

(2) If a public body lneets in closed sessiori, the minutcs for its next open session shall
include:
(i) a staternerrt of the tirne, place, and purpose of the closed session;
(ii) a record ofthe vote of each meruber as to closing the session;

liii) a citation ofthe authority under $ 3-305 of this subtitle for closing the scssion;
and

(iv) a listing of the topics ofdiscussion, persons present, and each action taken
during the session.

(3) (i) A session may be recordcd by a public body.
(ii) Except as otherwise provided in paragraph (4) of this subsection, the minutes

and any recording ofa closed session shall be sealed and may not be open to
public inspcct ion.

(4) Thc rninutes and any recording shall be unscaled and open to inspection as

follows:
(i) fbr a meeting closed under $ 3-305(bX5) of this subtitle, when the public body

invcsts the funds:
(ii) fbr a meeting closed undcr g 3-305(bX6) of this subtitle, rvhen the public

securities being discussed have been marketed; or
(iii) on request of a person or on the public body's own initiativc, if a majority of

the mernbers of the public body prescnt and voting vote in favor of unseaiing
the minutes and any recording.

(d),4c'cars. Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section. minutes ofa public
body are public records and shall be opcn to public inspection during ordinary
busincss hours.

(e') Relention of mirufies ond tape ret'ordings.
(1) A public body shall keep a copy of the minutcs ofeach session and any rccording

made under subsection (bx2)(i) or (cX3Xi) of this section lor at least 5 years after
the date of the session.

(2) To the extent practicable, a public body shall post onlinc the minutes or recordings
rcquired to be kept under paragraph ( 1 ) ol this snbsection.

S UB TITLE 1. E.\' IiO R CE ;lI E t\ 7)

$ 3-401 . Application of section



(a) ScoTre of' sectiort,
( I ) This section does not apply to the action of:

( i) appropriating public lunds:
(ii) imposing a taxt or
(iii) providing for the issuancc ofbonds, notes. or other cvidences of public

obligatron.
(2) I'his section does not authorize a court to void an action of a public body becausc

of any violation ol this title by another public body.
(3) This section does not afiect or prevcnt thc use of any othcr availablc remedies.

(b\ Petition outhori:ed. -(l) lf a public body fails to comply rvith $ 3-301, s\ -3-302, $ 3-303. $ 3-305, or $ 3-
306(c) of this title, any persolr may file witlt a circrrit court that has venue a

petition that asks thc couft to:
( i) determine thc applicability of those sections:
(ii) require thc public body to comply with thosc secliorts; or
liii) void the action of thc public body.

(2) Ifa violation of$ 3-302, S 3-305. or $ 3-306(c)ofthis title is alleged. thc persorr

shall file thc petition within 45 days aftcr the date of the allegcd violation.
(3) Ila violation of $ 3-301 or \ 3-303 of this titlc is allcged, the person shall llle thc

pctition within 45 days after thc public body includes in the minutes of an opet.t

ssssion the inforrlatiorr specitied in $ 3-306(cX2)ol'this title.

14) Ila uritten corrplaint is tlled rvith the Board in accordance with $ 3-205 of this
Iitle, thc tinro bctween the tiling of the contplaint and the nrailing of the writtcn
opinion to thc conrplairlant arrd the affectcd public body under { 3-207(d) olthis
title rnay not be irrcludcd in dcternrining whethcr a clairn against a public body is
barred by tht: statutc of lirnitations set fbrth in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this

subsection.
(c\ Presu tptior. - In an action undcr this section:

( 1) it is plesumed that the public body did not violate any provision of this title; and
(2) the complainant has the burdcn of proving thc violation.

(d) Authorit.r,o.f court. A court may:
( t ) consolidate a procecding undcl this section with another procecding trnder this

scction or an appcal florn thc action of the public body;
(2) issue an inj unctionl
(3) dctermine thc applicability of this title to thc discussions or decisions of public

bodies:
(4) declare thc llnal action of a public body void if thc coufl t'inds that the public body

willfully t-ailcd to comply rvith $ 3-301. N 3-302. $ 3-303. or $ 3-306(c) of this title
and that no other rernedy is adoquate;

(5) as part of its judgmcnt:
(i) asscss against any pafty rcasonable counsel lees aud other litigation expcnses

that the party who prc'"'ails in thc action incured; and
(ii) require a reasonable bond to ensure the paymenl ofthc assessmerrt; ancl

(6) grant any other appropriate rclief.
(e) Petition. -

( I ) A person may filc a petition under this section without seeking an opinion frtrm
thc Board.



(2) The lailure ol a person to filc a conrplaint u'ith the Board is not a ground lor the'

court to stay or dismiss a lclilion.

S 3-402. Penaltr'.

(a) lrt general. - In accordance with $ 3--101 of this subtitle, a public body that rvillfully
Dleets with knorvlcdgc that thc meeting is being held in violation of this subtitle is
subjcct to a civil pcnalty not to cxceed:
( I ) 5250 for tlre first violation: and
(2) $ I,000 for each subsequent violation that occurs within -3 years after the first

violation.
(b\ Detarminution o/ ./ine. When dctenlining the amount of a flne under subscclion (a)

of this section, thc court shall considcr tlre flnancial rcsourocs available to the public
body and the ability ofthc public body to pay thc finc.

Subtitle 5. Short Title.

S -1-501. Short title

'lhis title nral'be citcd as thc Open Meetings Act



St. Marv's Open Meetings Act and Maryland Open Meeltue! Ac1
Line-bv-Line Comparison Chart

Definitions
SMC OMA MD OMA
$ 9 501. Definitions. (a) In this subtitle the
following words have the meanings indicated.

$ 3-101. Definitions. (a) In general - In this
title the following words have the meanings
indicated.

(b) Administrative function. - ( l)
"Administrative function" means the
administration of: (i) a law of the Statel (ii) a

law of a political subdivision of the State; or
(iii) a rule, regulation, or bylaw of a public
body. (2) "Administrative function" does not
include: (i) an advisory function; (ii) a judicial
function; (iii) a legislative function; (iv) a

quasi-judicial function; or (v) a quasi-
legislative function.

(c) "Advisory function. Advisory function"
means the study of a matter of public concern,
or the making of recommendations on the
matter, under a delegation of responsibility by:
(l) lawl (2) the Governor or an officia[ who is
subject to the policy direction of the Governor;
(3.1 the chief executive officer of a political
subdivision of the State or an official who is

subject to the policy direction of the chief
executive offlcer; or (4) formal action by or for
a public body that exercises an administrative
function, judicial function, legislative
funclion. quasi-judicial lunction. or quasi-
legislative function.

(d) Board - 
"Board" means the State Open

Meetings Law Compliance Board. (d-l) Class

on the open meetings law - 
"Class on the

open meetings law" means: ( I ) an online class

on the requirements of the open meetings law
offered by the Office of the Attorney General

and the University of Maryland's Institute for
Governmental Service and Research; (2) a

class on the requiremenl.s of the open meetings

law offered b the Mar land Association of



(b) "Official action" means a phase of the
process in which a public agency in St.
Mary's County makes a decision or
recommendation, including receipt of
information and deliberation.

(d) "Public agency meeting" means the
convening of a quorum of the constituent
membership of a public agency to deliberate
or act on a matter under the supervision,
control, jurisdiction, or advisory power of
the public agency.

(c) (l) "Public agency" means: (i) a

governmental unit of St. Mary's County,
including an advisory or quasi- judicial
agency, that is: l. supported in any part by
public money; or 2. authorized to spend public
money; and (ii) the St. Mary's County Board
ol Education.

(2) "Public agencv" includes a

subcommittee or other subordinate unit of a

Counties or the Maryland Municipal League
through the Academy for Excellence in Local
Governance; or (3) a class on the requirements
of the open meetings law offered by the
Maryland Association of Boards of Education
through the Boardsn.ranship Academy
Program.

(e) Judicial function. (1) "Judicial function"
means the exercise of any power of the Judicial
Branch of the State government. (2) "Judicial
function" includes the exercise of: (i) a power
for which Article IV, $ I of the Maryland
Constitution provides; (ii) a function of a grand
jury; (iii) a function of a petit jury; (iv) a

function of the Commission on Judicial
Disabilities; and (v) a function of a judicial
nominating commission. (3) "Judicial
function" does not include the exercise of
rulemaking power by a court.

(f) Legislative function. - 
"Legislative

function" means the process or act of: (l)
approving, disapproving, enacting, amending,
or repealing a law or other measure to set

public policy; (2) approving or disapproving
an appointment; (3) proposing or ratifying a

constitution or constitutional amendmentl or
(4) proposing or ratifying a charter or charter
amendment.

(g) Meet. - '6Meet" means to convene a
quorum of a public body to consider or
transact public business.

(h) Public body. - (1) "Public body" means
an entity that: (i) consists of at least two
individuals; and (ii) is created by: l. the
Maryland Constitution; 2. a State statute; 3. a
county or municipal charterl 4. a memorandum
of understanding or a master agreement to
which a majority of the county boards of
education and the State Department of
Education are signatories; 5. an ordinance; 6. a
rule, resolution, or bylaw; 7. an executive order
of the Covernor: or 8. an executive order of the

2



chief executive authority of a political
subdivision of the State (2) "Public body"
includes: (i) any multimember board,
commission, or committee appointed by the
Governor or the chief executive authority of a

political subdivision of the State, or appointed
by an official who is subject to the policy
direction of the Governor or chief executive
authority of the political subdivision, if the
entity includes in its membership at least two
individuals not employed by the State or the
political subdivision; (ii) any multimember
board, commission, or committee that: l. is

appointed by: A. an entity in the Executive
Branch of the State government, the members
of which are appointed by the Governor, and
that otherwise meets the definition of a public
body under this subsection; or B. an official
who is subject to the policy direction of an

entity described in item A of this item; and 2.

includes in its membership at least two
individuals who are not members of the

appointing entity or employed by the State;
and (iii) The Maryland School for the Blind.
(3) "Public body" does not include: (i) any

single member entity; (ii) any judicial
non.rinating commission; (iii) any grand jury;
(iv) any petit jury; (v) the Appalachian States

Low Level Radioactive Waste Commission
established in $ 7-302 of the Environment
Article: tvitexcept when a court is exercising
rulemaking power, any court established in
accordance with Article IV of the Maryland
Constitution; (vii) the Governor's cabinet, the

Governor's Executive Council as provided in
Title 8. Subtitle I of the State Government
Article, or any committee of the Executive
Council; (viii) a local government's
counterpart to the Governor's cabinet,
Executive Council, or any committee of the

counterpart of the Executive Council; (ix)
except as provided in paragraph (l) of this
subsection, a subcommittee of a public body as

defined in paragraph (2Xi) of this subsection;
(x) the governing body of a hospital as defined
in$ l9-301 of the Health-General Articlei

governmental unit listed in paragraph (1) of
this subsection.

(3) "Public agency" does not include: (i) a

grand jury; (ii) a petit jury; (iii) a law
enforcement agency; or (iv) the judicial
branch.

')



(e) "Quorum", unless otherwise defined by
applicable law, means a simple majority of the

constituent membership of a public agency.

agencres

and (xi) a self-insurance pool that is

established in accordance with Title 19,

Subtitle 6 of the Insurance Anicle or $ 9-404
of the Labor and Employment Article by: l. a

public entity, as defined in $ 19-602 ol the
lnsurance Article; or 2. a county or municipal
corporation, as described in $ 9-404 of the
Labor and Employment Article.

(i) Quasi-judicial function. - 
"Quasi-judicial

function" means a determination of: (l) a

contested case to which Title 10. Subtitle 2 of
the State Government Article applies; (2) a

proceeding before an administrative agency
for which Title 7, Chapter 200 of the Maryland
Rules would govern judicial review; or' (3) a
complaint by the Board in accordance with this
title.

() Quasi-legislative function. - "Quasi-
legislative function" means the process or act

of: (l) adopting, disapproving, amending, or
repealing a rule, regulation, or bylaw that has

the force of law, including a rule of a court; (2)

approving, disapproving, or amending a

budget: or (3) approving. disapproving. or
amending a contract.

(k) Quorum. - 
"Quorum" means: (l) a

majority of the members of a public body; or
(2) the number of members that the law
requlres

Public Polic
SMC OMA MD OMA

$9 502. Public Policy. It is the policy of St.

Mary's County that: ( l) public officials shall
engage in official action in an open and public
manner so that voters are advised of the

performance of public officials and of
decisions made in forming public policy; (2)

public agencies exist to aid in conducting the

people's business; (3) the people ofthe county,
in delegating authority, do not yield their
sovereignty or give public agencies the right to
decide what is good tbr the ple to know and

$ 3- 102. Legislative policy

(c) Public policy. - Except in special and

appropriate circumstances when meetings of
public bodies may be closed under this title, it
is the public policy of the State that the public
be provided with adequate notice of the time
and location of meetings of public bodies,
which shall be held in places reasonably
accessible to individuals who would like to
attend these meetin

I

(f) "Staff meeting" means a meeting of three or
more staff members of one or more public



what is not good for them to know; and (4) the
right of the people to remain informed is
protected so that they may retain control over
the instruments they create.

Act A licable

Act Not A licable

Conflict of Laws

SMC OMA MD OMA

(b) A final decision whether to purchase or
dispose of real property shall be at a public
agency meeting open to the public.

$ 3-301. Open sessions generally required.
Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
title. a public body shlll meel in open sesrion.

$ 3-103. Scope of title (b) Applicable. - This
title applies to a public body when it is meeting
to consider: ( I ) granting a license or permit; or
(2) a special exception, vzuiance, conditional
use, or zoning classification, the enforcement
of any zoning law or regulation, or any other
zoning matter.

SMC OMA MD OMA
Anything that isn't listed in 9-504 $ 3-103. Scope of title (a) Not applicable. -Except as provided in subsection (b) of this

section and $ 3-104 of this subtitle, this title
does not apply to: (1) a public body when it is
carrying out: (i) an administrative function;
(ii) a judicial function; or (iii) a quasi-
judicial function; or (2) a chance encounter,
a social gathering, or any other occasion that is
not intended to circumvent this title.

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-503. Conflict with another statute,
ordinance, regulation, or rule. This subtitle
prevails if it conflicts with another statute,
ordinance, regulation, or rule, unless the other
statute, ordinance, regulation, or rule is more
stringent.

$ 3-105. Conflict of laws. Whenever this title
and another law that relates to meetings of
public bodies conflict, this title applies unless
the other law is more stringent

5

$9-504. Open Meetings of public agency. (a)
Except as provided in $ 9-512 of this subtitle,
a public agency meeting at which official
action is taken shall be open to the public.



Staff Meetin S

Notice & Content of Notice for All en and Closed Meetin S

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-505. Notice. (a) This section does not apply
to a staff meeting

$9-508. Meeting minutes. (a) This section
does nol apply to: ( I) r srafi meeting:

$9-510. Staff meetings. Except as provided in
$ 9-512 of this subtitle, a staff meeting shallbe
open to the public

Silent

SMC OMA MD OMA
$ 3-302. Notice. (a) Required. - Before
meeting in a closed or open session, a public
body shall give reasonable advance notice of
the session

(b) Form. - Whenever reasonable, a notice
under this section shall: (l) be in writing; (2)
include the date, time, and place of the session;
and (3) if appropriate, include a statement that
a part or all of a meeting may be conducted in
closed session

S 3-302. l. Availability of agenda to public. (a)
Required. - 

(l) Subject to subsection (b) of
this section. belore meeting in an open session.

a public body shall make available to the
public an agenda: (i) containing known items
of business or topics to be discussed at the
portion of the meeting that is open; and (ii)
indicating whether the public body expects to
close any portion of the meeting in accordance
with g 3-305 of this subtitle.

(2) If an agenda has been determined at the
time the public body gives notice of the
meeting under $ 3-302 of this subtitle, the
public body shall make available the agenda at
the same time the public body gives notice of
the meeting.

SMC OMA splits notice & content of notice
requirements by type of meeting
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(3) If an agenda has not been determined at the

time the public body gives notice of the
meeting, the public body shall make available
the agenda as soon as practicable after the
agenda has been determined but no later than
24 hours before the meeting.

Notice & Content of Notice fbr Re lar Public A enc Meetin

Notice & Content of Notice for S ial/Rescheduled Public A enc Meetin

Notice for Dis sition of Real Pro rt

Mcthod of Providin Notice

s

MD OMASMC OMA
See above

(b) A public agency shall provide written
public notice of the schedule of its regular
public agency meetings, including their dates,

times, and places: (l) at the beginning ofeach
calendar or fiscal year; or (2) at the time the
public agency begins to function

g9-505. Notice

MD OMASMC OMA
See above

(c) (l) Except as provided in $ 9-506 or 5 9-
507 of this subtitle, a puhlic agency shall
provide supplemental written public notice of
any special or rescheduled public agency

meeting at least 48 hours before the meeting.
(2) The notice shall include the agenda, date,

tinre. xnd place of the public agency meeting.

$9-505. Notice

MD OMASMC OMA
See aboveg9-505. Notice.

(e) A public agency shall give notice of intent
to purchase or dispose of real property at least

l5 days before a voting session on the action

SMC OMA MD OMA

$9-505(d) Notice. A public agency shall
provide written public notice by: (l) posting a

copy of the notice prominently at the principal
office of the public agency or at the building in
which the public agency meeting is to be held;
and t2) sending a copy of the notice to rny

$ 3-302. Notice. (c) Method. - A public body
may give the notice under this section as

follows: (l) if the public body is a unit olState
government, by publication in the Maryland
Register; (2) by delivery to representatives of
the news media who regularly report on

sessions of the ublic bod or the activities of

l



person who requests to be notified of the public
agency meetings.

the government of which the public body is a
part; (3) if the public body previously has
given public notice that this method will be
used: (i) by posting or depositing the notice at
a convenient public location at or near the
place of the session; or (ii) by posting the
notice on an Internet Web site ordinarily used
by the public body to provide information to
the public; or (4) by any other reasonable
method.

(d) Copy of notice. - A public body shall keep
a copy of a notice provided under this section
for at least 1 year after the date of the session.

$ 3-302.l(d) Method for making available an
agenda. - ( 1) A public body required to make
available an agenda under subsection (a) of
this section may make available the agenda
using a method authorized lor giving notice
under $ 3-302(c) of this subtitle. (2) The
method a public body uses for making
available an agenda may be different from the
melhod a public body uses lor giving nolice.

Notice & Content of Notice for Reconvened A NC Meetin s

Notice & Content of Notice for Emer cnc Public enc Meetin S

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-506. Reconvened public agency meetings.
A public agency meeting may be adjourned
and reconvened at another time without
additional public notice if: (1) notice of the
time and place of the reconvened meeting is
provided before adjournment; (2) the agenda
for the reconvened meeting is published in
advance; and (3) the agenda for the original
meeting is available to observers at the
beginning ol the original meeting

See $ 3-302(a) and (b) and S 3-302. I

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-507. Emergency public agency meetings.
(a) This section does not apply to a staff
meeting. (b) A public agency may schedule an

emergency public agency meeting to discuss
unforeseen emergency conditions. (c) A public
agency shall make a reasonable effort to

See $ 3-302(a) and (b) and g 3-302.lfor notice,
but $ 3-302.1(b) lists the requirements for
availability of agenda to public for Emergency
meetings.

8



provide notice of the date, time, and place of
an emergency public agency meeting by
telsphone to the news media immediately after
participants have been notified.

$ 3-302. t(b) Emergency Meetings. -- If a
public body is unable to comply with the
provisions of subsection (a) of this section
because the meeting was scheduled in response
to an emergency, a natural disaster, or any
other unanticipated situation, the public body
shall make available on request an agenda of
the meeting within a reasonable time after the
meeting occurs

An.rendin A endas

Minutes Re urrements

SMC OMA MD OMA
Silent $ 3-302. 1(e) Alteration of agenda. - Nothing

in this section may be construed to prevent a
public body from altering the agenda of a
meeting after the agenda has been made
available to the public.

SMC OMA MDOMA
$9-508. Meeting minutes. (a) This section
does not apply to: (l) a staff meeting; or (2) a
working session if a final decision is not made.
(b) A public agency shall take and, in a timely
manner, record minutes of each public agency
meeting open to the public. (c) Minutes of a

public agency meeting are a public record open
for inspection and copying by any person

S 3-104. Minutes for closed session

If a public body recesses an open session to
carry out an administrative function in a
meeting that is not open to the public, the
minutes for the public body's next meeting
shall include: ( I ) a statement of the date, time,
place, and persons present at the administrative
function meeting; and (2) a phrase or sentence
identifying the subject matter discussed at the
administrative function meeting.

(b) Minutes required. - 
( 1) Subject to

paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection, as

soon as practicable after a public body meets,
it shall have minutes ofits session prepared. (2)
A public body need not prepare minutes of an

open session if: (i) live and archived video or
audio streaming of the open session is
availablel or (ii) the public body votes on
legislation and the individual votes taken by
each member of the public body who
pafticipates in the voting are posted promptly
on the Internet. (3) The information specified
under paragraph (2) of this subsection shall be
deemed the minutes of the open session. (c)

9



Content of minutes; tape recordings. - (l)
The minutes shall reflect: (i) each item that the
public body considered; (ii) the action that the
public body took on each item; and (iii) each
vote that was recorded. (2) If a public body
meets in closed session, the minutes for its next
open session shall include: (i) a statement of
the time, place, and purpose of the closed
session; (ii) a record of the vote of each
member as to closing the session; (iii) a

citation of the authority under $ 3-305 of this
subtitle for closing the session; and (iv) a

listing of the topics ol discussion. persons
present, and each action taken during the
session. (3) (i) A session may be recorded by a
public body. (ii) Except as otherwise provided
in paragraph (4) of this subsection, the minutes
and any recording of a closed session shall be

sealed and may not be open to public
inspection. (4) The minutes and any recording
shall he unsealed and open to inspection rs
follows: (i) for a meeting closed under $ 3-
305(b)(5) of this subtitle, when the public body
invests the funds; (ii) for a meeting closed
under g 3-305(b)(6) of this subtitle, when the
public securities being discussed have been

marketed; or (iii) on request of a person or on
the public body's own initiative, if a majority
of the members of the public body present and

voting vote in favor of unsealing the minutes
and any recording. (d) Access. - Except as

provided in subsection (c) of this section,
minutes ofa public body are public records and

shall be open to public inspection during
ordinary business hours. (e) Retention of
minutes and tape recordings. - (l) A public
body shall keep a copy of the minutes oi each

session and any recording made under
subsection (b)(2)(i) or (c)(3)(i) of this section
for at least 5 years after the date of the session.
(2) To the extent practicable, a public body
shall post online the minutes or recordings
required to be kept under paragraph ( l) of this
subsection.

l0



Public Attendance & Broadcastin Rc ulre n.tcnts

Inte I.ctcrs

MD OMASMC OMA
$ 3-303. Attendance at open session (a) In
general. - Whenever a public body meets in
open session, the general public is entitled to
attend.

(b) Rules. - A public body shall adopt and
enforce reasonable rules regarding the conduct
of persons attending its meetings and the
videotaping, televising, photographing,
broadcasting, or recording of its meetings.

(c) Removal of individuals. - 
(t) If the

presiding officer determines that the behavior
of an individual is disrupting un open session.
the public body may have the individual
removed. (2) Unless the public body or its
members or agents act maliciously, the public
body, members, and agents are not liable for
having an individual removed under this
subsection.

$ 3-306. Minutes; tape recordings (a) Scope of
section. - This section does not: (1) require
any change in the form or content of the
Journal of the Senate of Maryland or Journal
of the House oi Delegates of Maryland; or (2)

limit the matters that a public body may

include in its minutes

$9-509. Broadcasting and recording of
meeting. (a) A public agency that conducts a

meeting that is open to the public shall allow
recorded or live radio and television
broadcasting and the use of recording devices.
(b) A public agency may adopt rules and
regulations regarding the recording and
broadcasting of public agency meetings.

SMC OMA MD OMA
Silent $ 3-304. Interpreters (a) Scope of section. -This section applies only to the Executive and

Legislative branches of the State government.
(b) In general. - On request and to the extent
feasible, a unit that holds a public hearing shall
provide a qualified interpreter to assist deaf
individuals to understand the proceeding. (c)

Form ofrequest. - A request for an interpreter
must be submitted in writing or bY

telecommunication at least 5 days before the
proceeding begins. (d) Determination of
f'easibility The unit shall deterr.nine. in cach

ll



instance, whether it is feasible to provide an
interpreter.

Meetin Location

Closed Sessions

$9-511. Meeting location. A public agency
meeting that is required to be open to the public
under this subtitle shall be conducted in a

location with reasonable facilities for public
observation.

$9-512. Closed Sessions. (a) A public agency
meeting or a staff meeting may be conducted
in a closed session only: (1) to consider or
discuss the assignment, promotion,
resignation, salary, demotion, dismissal,
reprimand, or appointment of a member of a

public agency or employee, unless the
individual, as a matter of public record, makes
a written request for an open session; (2) to
discuss strategy in collective bargaining or
litigation; (3) to engage in collective
bargaining; (4) to discuss the distribution of
police forces to cope with public safety
emergencies; (5) to discuss cost estimates for
capital projects to be subsequently placed
through the bidding process; (6) to hold
preliminary discussions concerning the
purchase or disposition of real property; (7)

when State law or federal regulation prohibits
a meeting open to the public; (8) to meet a

condition for anonymity of a donor contained
in a gift or bequest to the public agency; (9)

when secrecy is necessary to prevent the
premature disclosure of the format or content
of examinations or the disclosure of results of
examinations as related to individual studentsl
or (10) if the meeting is conducted by the
County Board of Education or its staff to: (i)
consider the discipline of a student, unless the
parent, guardian, or student requests an open
session of the County Board of Education; or
(ii) discuss specific students, families, or
ersonnel and the disclosure of the discussions

S 3-302. Notice. (a) Required. - Before
meeting in a closed or open session, a public
body shall give reasonable advance notice of
the session

$ 3-302. L Availability of agenda to public.

(c) Closed meetings. - A public body is not
required to make available any information in
the agenda regarding the subject matter of the
portion of the meeting that is closed in
accordance with $ 3-305 of this subtitle.

$ 3-305. Closed sessions (a) Construction of
section, - The exceptions in subsection (b) of
this section shall be strictly construed in favor
of open meetings of public bodies.

(b) In general. - Subject to subsection (d) of
this section, a public body may meet in closed
session or adjourn an open session to a closed
session only to: (1) discuss: (i) the

appointment. employment. assignment.
promotion, discipline, demotion,
compensation. removal. resignation. or
performance evaluation of an appointee,
employee, or official over whom it has
jurisdiction; or (ii) any other personnel matter
that affects one or more specific individuals;
(2) protect the privacy or reputation of an

individual with respect to a matter that is not
related to public business; (3) consider the
acquisition of real property for a public

12



could prove detrimental or harmful to those
individuals.

(b) (l) A closed session shall be announced in
advance at a meeting that is open to the public.
(2) An announcement of a closed session shall
include the nature of the business of the closed
session. (3) The closed session shall be limited
to the matters described in subsection (a) of
this section. (c) The minutes of the next open
session shall include the justification for
holding the closed session, the names of those
in attendance, and the times the meeting begins
and ends. (d) An ordinance, resolution, rule,
regulation, or decision may not be finally
adopted at a closed session.

purpose and matters directly related to the
acquisition; (4) consider a matter that concerns
the proposal for a business or industrial
organization to locate, expand, or remain in the
State; (5) consider the investment of public
funds; (6) consider the marketing of public
securities; (7) consult with counsel to obtain
Iegal advice; (8) consult with staff, consultants,
or other individuals about pending or potential
litigation; (9) conduct collective bargaining
negotiations or consider matters that relate to
the negotiations; (10) discuss public security,
if the public body determines that public
discussion would constitute a risk to the public
or to public security, including: (i) the
deployment of fire and police services and
staff; and (ii) the development and
implementation of emergency plans; ( I I )
prepare, administer, or grade a scholastic,
licensing, or qualifying examination; (12)
conduct or discuss an investigative proceeding
on actual or possible criminal conduct; (13)
comply with a specific constitutional,
statutory, or judicially imposed requirement
that prevents public disclosures about a

ptulicular proceeding or matter; or (14)
discuss, before a contract is awarded or bids
are opened, a matter directly related to a

negotiating strategy or the contents of a bid or
proposal, if public discussion or disclosure
would adversely impact the ability of the
public body to participate in the competitive
bidding or proposal process.

(c) Limitation. - A public body that meets in
closed session under this section may nol
discuss or act on any matter not authorized
under subsection (b) of this section.

(d) Vote; written statement. - ( 1) Unless a

majority of the members of a public body
present and voting vote in favor of closing the
session. the public body ma) not meet in
closed session. (2) Before a public body meets
in closed session, the presiding officer shall: (i)
conduct a recorded vote on the closing of the

13



session; and (ii) make a written statement of
the reason for closing the meeting, including a

citation of the authority under this section, and
a listing of the topics to be discussed. (3) If a
person objects to the closing of a session, the
public body shall send a copy of the written
statement to the Board. (4) The written
statement shall be a matter of public record. (5)
A public body shall keep a copy of the written
statement for at least 1 year after the date of the
session.

Rules and Re atrons

Judicial Review

SMC OMA MD OMA
g9 513. Rules and Regulations. A public
agency may adopt rules and regulations to
maintain order ut its public agency meetinp:.

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-51.1. Judicial Review. (a) (1) A person
denied a right conferred by this subtitle may
file c complaint for mandamus. injunction. or
other appropriate remedy in circuit court. (2) A
plaintiff need not allege or prove an irreparable
injury or an injury different from the public at

large. (b) A complaint under this section shall
be filed within 1 year after the date of the
alleged violation. (c) The court shall conduct a

hearing within 7 days after a complaint is filed.
(d) A violation of this subtitle is deemed an

injury to the public at lzuge. (e) (1) The court
shall issue an order that: (i) grants or denies all
or part of the relief sought; (ii) awards
appropriate attorney's fees or costs; and (iii)
determines the effect of the action alleged to be
in violation of this subtitle. (2) The court may
void n clion taken at a public agency meeting
in violation of this subtitle.

$ 3-401. Application of section (a) Scope of
section. - (1) This section does not apply to
the action of: (i) appropriating public funds;
(ii) imposing a tax; or (iii) providing for the
issuance of bonds, notes, or other evidences of
public obligation. (2) This section does not
authorize a court to void an action of a public
body because of any violation of this title by
another public body. (3) This section does not
aff'ect or prevent the use of any other available
remedies. (b) Petition authorized. - 

(1) If a

public body fails to comply with $ 3-301, $ 3-
302, S 3-303, $ 3-305, or $ 3- 306(c) of this
title, any person may file with a circuit court
that has venue a petition that asks the court to:
(i) determine the applicability of those
sections; (ii) require the public body to comply
with those sections; or (iii) void the action of
the public body. (2) If a violation of $ 3-302, S

3-305, or $ 3-306(c) of this title is alleged, the
person shall file the petition within 45 days
after the date of the alleged violation. (3) If a

violation of $ 3-301 or $ 3-303 of this title is
alleged, the person shall file the petition within
45 days after the public body includes in the
minutes of an open session the information

14



specified in $ 3-306(c)(2) of this title. (4) If a

written complaint is filed with the Board in
accordance with $ 3-205 of this title, the time
between the filing of the complaint and the
mailing of the written opinion to the
complainant and the affected public body
under $ 3-2O1(d) of this title may not be
included in determining whether a claim
against a public body is barred by the statute of
limitations set forth in paragraphs (2) and (3)
of this subsection. (c) Presumption. - In an
action under this section: (1) it is presumed
that the public body did not violate any
provision of this title; and (2) the
complainant has the burden of proving the
violation. (d) Authority of court. - A court
may: (l) consolidate a proceeding under this
section with another proceeding under this
section or an appeal from the action of the
public body; (2) issue an injunction; (3)
determine the applicability of this title to the
discussions or decisions of public bodies; (4)
declare the finai action of a public body void if
the court finds that the public body willfully
failed to comply with $ 3-301, $ 3-302, S 3-
303, or $ 3-306(c) of this title and that no other
remedy is adequate; (5) as part of its judgment:
(i) assess against any party reasonable counsel
fees and other litigation expenses that the party
who prevails in the action incurred; and (ii)
require a reasonable bond to ensure the
payment of the assessment; and (6) grant amy

other appropriate relief. (e) Petition. - 
(1) A

person may file a petition under this section
without seeking an opinion from the Board. (2)
The failure of a person to file a complaint with
the Board is not a ground for the court to stay
or dismiss a petition.

Penalties
SMC OMA MD OMA
S9-515. Penalty. (a) (l) A person who
knowingly violates this subtitle more than
twice is guilty of a misdemeanor. (2) A person
who willfully violates this subtitle is guilty of
a misdemeanor and on conviction is subject to

S 3-402. Penalty. (a) In general. - In
accordance with g 3-401 of this subtitle, a
public body that willfully meets with
knowledge that the meeting is being held in
violation of this subtitle is subject to a civil
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imprisonment not exceeding I year or a fine
not exceeding $1,000 or both. (b) If a civil
order finding the defendant in violation of this
subtitle is not entered at least once before the
occurrence of an alleged misdemeanor, a

violation of this subtitle is presumed not to be
willful.

penalty not to exceed: (l) $250 for the first
violation; and (2) $1,000 for each subssquent
violation that occurs within 3 years after the
first violation. (b) Determination of fine.
When determining the amount of a fine under
subsection (a) of this section, the court shall
consider the financial resources available to
the public body and the ability of the public
body to pay the fine.
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OPEN MEETINGS LAW

PUBLIC SCHooLS _ APPLICATIoN oT- ST. MARY,S OPEN
M E ETI:{GS ACT AN D O'I'HER O PEN M EETINCS L AWS TO THE
ST. iUAR\.'S CoUNTY Bo-{RD oF EDUCATIoT-

Michael J. Mortirano, Superintendent
St. Mary's Count): Public St'hools

The Honoruble Roy Dl.;on
Marvland State Senate

You each requested our opinion as to whether the St. Mary's
County Board of Education ("St. Mary's Board") may convene in a
closed session when perfbrming an "administrative function" as
defined under the State Open Meetings Act ("State OMA"). Under
the State OMA, county boards of education need not meet in open
session when they are performing an "administrative function" and
when the State education law does not otherwise require an open
meeting. However, unlike other local boards of education, the St.
Mary's Board is also subject to the St. Mary's Open Meetings Act
("St. Mary's OMA"). The St. Mary's OMA does not have a specific
exclusion for an "administrative function," but has different
limitations on its scope. Both the State OMA and the St. Mary's
OMA defer to any "more stringent" law requiring open meetings.

In our opinion, as a result of the St. Mary's Open Meetings
Act, the St. Mary's Board must meet in open session for many, if not
most, activities that would qualify as an administrative function
under the State OMA and for which anothr: r locaI board of education
may be permitted to hold a closed session. However, some activities
that do not trigger the open meeting requirements of the State OMA
or education law are also outside the scope of the St. Mary's OMA.
For example. we understand that there are sessions in which the
Superintendent of Schools (or the S uperintendent's staf0 reports to
the Board solely for informational purposes on matters that are
within the purvieu, ol the Superintendent. that do not involve the
formulation of substantive policy, and that do not require any action
by the Board. Such briefings not only would be an administrarive
function under the State OMA and beyond the scope of the open

September 7, 2010



Gen. 1521 ls3

meeting requirements olthe State education law, but also would not
amount to "offlcial action" that triggers the open meeting
requirement of the St. Mary's OMA. Thus, the St. Mary's Board
need not conduct those briefings in open session.r

I

0pen Meetings Laws

The St. Mary's Board, like most public bodies in St. Mary's
County, is subject to both the State OMA and the St. Mary's OMA.
Meetings of the St. Mary's Board are also governed by provisions of
the State education law concerning meetings of county boards of
education. These statutes have similar purposes bnt are not identical
in scope or proceduraI requirements.

A. State Open Meetings Acl

The State OMA was initially enacted by the GeneraI Assembly
in 1977 . Chapter 8 63, Law s of M aryland 197 7 , codiJied as amended
dl Annotated Code of Maryland, State Government Article ("SG"),
$ t0-501 et seq. Whlle the statute does not grant the public a right to
participate in meetings, it does afford the public the "right to observe
the deliberative process and the making of decisions by [a] public
body at open meetings." City o.f New Carrollton v. Rogers,287 Md.
56.72,410 A.2d 1070 (1980). When the State OMA applies to a
meeting, the session must be open to the public, subject to a limited
number of exceptions. SG $$10-505; 10-507(a).': When a public
body chooses to close a meeting under one ofthe exceptions, it must
fo[[ow certain procedures set lorth in the statute. See SG

I Counsel to the St. Mary's Board provided us with his legal analysis
and concluded that a session need not be open if it is devoted to the
Superintendent providing information to the Board on matters under the
Superintendent's authority unrelated to any deliberation or action by the
Board. For the reasons set forth in tliis opinion, we agree with that
conclusion, although we note that the St. Mary's Board likely must meet
in open session when conducting other matters that fall within the
definition of administrative lunct ion.

2 The meeting maybe closed for l4 specific purposes set forth in the
statute. See SG $10-508(a). The exceptions are strictly construed and,
during the course ofthe closed session, the public body may not consider
any matter outside the relevant exception. SG $10-508(b) and (c).
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$$10-506(b)(3) (notice); l0-508(d) (closure procedures);
l0-509(c )( 2 ) (su bseq u en t disc los u res ).'

Def initions of key terms in the State OMA limit its scope. The
statute applies only to "public bodies." SG Sl0-502(h) (definition
of "public body"). Under the Act, a public body "lneets" when a
quommo of the public body convenes "for the consideration or
transaction of public business." SG $ I 0-502(g) ; see also SG 

"s 

16-
503(a)(2) ( S tate OMA does not apply to chance encounters or soc ial
gatherings). However, the State OMA is not triggered every tirne a

public body meets. Application of the statute turns on the "function"
that the pr.rblic body is performing at the meeting.

The open meeting and procedural requirements of the State
OMA apply when the public body r.neets to perfornr a "legislative,"
"quasi-legis lative," or "advisory" firnction, as those functions are
defined in the State Open Meetings Act. ,See SG $ l0-502(c), (f), ().
However, the statute generally does not apply to a public body when
it is performing a "judicial" or "quasi-j udic ial," or "administrative"
function, all of rvhich are also defined in the Act. See SG .s l0-
502(b). (e). (i): S l0-503(a)( | ).'

'Unless a different number is prescribed by law, a "quorum" is a

majority of the members of the public body. SG $ l0-502(k).

5 The General Assembly has also directed that the State OMA
applies whenever a public body is meeting to consider: (1) granting a
license or permit, or (2) a special exception, r'ariance, conditional use.
zoning classification, the enforcement ofany zoning lau'or regulation, or
any other zoning matter. SG $ 10-503(b). Neither ofthose circumstances
appears relevanl to your inquines.

I Other provisions of the State OMA address the conduct of
meetings, minutes, disclosure requirements when a public body closcs a
meeting governed by the Act to consider a matter that constitutes an
administrative function. t[.re Open Meetings Compliance Board, and
enforcement of the Act.
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Your
functions.6
follows:

inquiries concern the exclusion for
The terrn "administrative function"-

adr.ninistratrve
is defined as

( 1) "Administrative flunction" means the
administration of:

(i) a law of the State;
(ii) a 1aw of a political subdivision of the State; or
(iii) a rule, regulation, or bylaw ofa public body.

(2) "Administrative function" does not
include:

sG $ l0-s02(b)

It is not immediately obvious what activities are encompassed
by this definition. See 78 Opinions of the Attorney- General 275
(1993). The Open Meetings Compliance Board, an independent
advisory body charged with construing the State OMA,E has
developed a two-step analysis to determine whether a particular
activity is an administrative function. See, e.g.,6 OMCB Opinions
145, 147 (2009); 6 OMCB Opinions 23,25-26 (2008); see a/so 86
Opiniot'ts of the Attorney General 94,115-17 (2001). The lirststep

6In one respect, the State OMA regulates sessions that canlr out an
administrative function. Ifa public body recesses a public session to carry
out an administrative function outside the public's view, certain
infomration conceming the closed session must be made public as part of
the minutes ofthe public body's next meeting. SG $10-503(c).

' Before October l, 2006, the State OMA used the term "executive
fuirction" rather than "administrative function." A 2006 amendment
renamed the function without changing the substance of the definition.
Chapter 584, Laws of Maryland 2006.

8 See SG $ 10-502.1 et seq.
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(i) an advisory function;
(ii) ajudicial function;
(iii) a legislative function;
(iv) a quasi-judicial function; or
{i ) a quasi- leg is lative tunction.
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is to evaluate whether the meeting falls within any other functron
defined in the statute. If it does, the analysis ends because, by
definition, the meeting does not involve an administrative f'unction.
SG $10-503(b)(2). If the session does not involve one of the other
defined functions, the second step is to evaluate whether the public
body is involved in the administration of an existing larv, rule, or
regulation (as opposed to the development of new policy). If it is,
the meeting likely involves an administrative function and the State
OMA does not apply; if not, the discussion is not an administrative
function and the State OMA does apply."

The State OMA recognizes that other laws may also govern
meetings of some bodies. In the event of a conflict with another law,
the open meeting and procedural requirements of the State OMA
prevail "unless the other law is more stringent." SG $10-504.
Although the term "more stringent" is not defined, it is understood
to mean a law that grants the public greater access- City ol'College
Pork v. Cotter, 309 Md. 573, 586, 525 A.2d 1059 (1987) (State
OMA establishes only minimum standards for open meetings).

Other laws governing meetings of the St. Mary's Board are
found in portions the State education law relating to local boards ol
education. Also, the St. Mary's OMA, which applies to meetings of
most public bodies in St. Mary's County, specifically applies to the
St. Mary's Board.

B. State Education Law

Two provisions of the State education law impose an open
meeting requiremcnt on the St. Mary's Board. One provision applies
to all county boards of education; the other is specific to the St.
Mary's Board. Both statutes permit the Board to meet in "executive
session" i.c.. a closed scssion - in some circumstances.

Under Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article ("ED"),
$4-107(d), a county board must take all of its "final actions" at a
public meeting and the minutes of that meeting are to be ar.ailable
publicly. ED $4-107(d)(1). The statute authorizes a county board

n The Open Meetings Compliar,ce Board has opined that, in an
unusual situation where a meeting involves none oftlie defined functions,
the State OMA applies. I OMCB Opinions 12 (2004);1 OMCB Opinions
96, e8 (1e94).
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to meet and deliberate in executive session for matters concerning
land and site acquisition and personnel and labor relations. ED $4-
107(d)(2). This provision has been part ofthe State education larv
since 1969. Chapter 405, $1, Lau's of Maryland 1969. When
recodifying it as part of the Education Article, the Legislature rnade
clear that it did not supersede any "rnore stringent" provisions olthe
State OMA. Chapter 22, $8, Laws of Maryland 1978.

ED S3-1 104 pertains solely to the St. Mary's Board. Itrequires
the St. Mary's Board to meet at least once a month. ED $3-1104(a).
All "actions" of the Board are to be taken at a public meeting; the
record of the meeting and any actions taken is to be made public.
ED $3-1 104(b). However, the statute permits the St. Mary's Board
to meet and deliberate in executive session, so long as any actions
and votes taken at the session are made public. E,D $3-1104(c).
This provision was added to the education law when the St. Mary's
Board was converted from an appointed to an elected board.
Chapter 292,12, Lau's of Maryland 1996.

C. St. Mary's OMA

The St. Mary's OMA was initially enacted by the Generai
Assembly in 1976 a year before the State OMA. Chapter 715,
Laws of Maryland 1976, codified as amendecl at Annotated Code of
Maryland, Article 24, \4-201 et seq. Subject to certain enumerated
exceptions,r0 the St. Mary's OMA applies to a meeting of a "public
agency" in St. Mary's County. Article 2.1, $$a-202(b); .1-203(a).'r

'n The St. Mary's OMA does not apply to meetings of the judicial
branch, grandjuries, petitjuries, or law enforcement agencies. Article 24,
$4-209.

" The term "public agency" is defined as follows:

"Public agencl' includes:
( I ) Any agency, assembly, authority, board,

bureau commission, committee, council, or
depaflment of St. Mary's County, except as
provided in {4-209 of this subtitle, including
advisory and quasi-judicia[ agencies, suppoted in
whole or in part by public funds or authorized to
expend public funds;

(continued...)



158 [95 Op. Att'y

The definition of "public agency" explicitly includes the St. Mary's
County Board of Education. Article 24, S4-202(dX2).1':

The St. Mary's OMA requires that "[a]ll meetings of a public
agency at which ofllcial action is taken regarding public bu si ness are
open to the public, except as provided in [the exceptions set forth in]
$4-210." Article 24, $4-203(a). The term "meeting" is defined for
purposes of the St. Mary's OMA as "the convening of a quorum of
the constituent membership ol a public agency to deliberate or act
upon a matter over which the public agency has supervision, control,
jurisdiction or advisory power." Article 24, $4-202(b).

The term "public business" involves "all matters within the
jurisdiction of a public agency which are before [that] agency for
official action or which reasonably, foreseeably may come before
that agency in the future." Article 24, {4-202(e). Like the State
OMA, the St. Mary's OMA is not limited to sessions involving final
action by the agency. The term "official action" is defined to mean
"the phases of the process in which a decision or recommendation
is reached including receipt of information, deliberation and decision

Arricle 24, $4-202(d). The original legislation used the term "public
body" in addition to "public agency" but was amended the following year
to conform the usage in the statute to a single term. See Chapter 715,
Laws of Maryland 1976 and Chapter 617, Laws of Maryland 1977,
Although the term "agency" might appear to extend the St. Mary's OMA
to individual officials, the definition of a "meeting" makes clear that the
term "public agency''is limited to meetings of a multi-member entity as
opposed to a meeting conducted by an individuat official who heads a
particular agency. Article 24, l4-202(b) (defining "meeting" to be the
"convening ofa quorum ofthe constituent membership"). 89 Opinions o/
the Attorney General 22, 25-27 (2004).

12 The specific reference to the St. Mary's Board was added by
Chapter77, Laws of Maryland 1995. This amendment simply confirmed
prior advice of this Office that the original version ofthe statute applied
to the St. Mary's Board. Letter of Advice from Assistant Attomey
General Sandra J. Cohen to the Honorable John F. Slade, III (January 17,
1995) (copy available in legislative bill file on House Bill 647 (1995)).

rr(...continued)

(2) The St. Mary's County Board of
Education; and

(3) Subcommittees and other subordinate
units of the agencies above.
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ofa public agency." Article 24, $a-202(c). Thus, it covers the entire
deliberative process.

Unlike the State OMA, the St. Mary's OMA does not limit the
scope of the open meetings requirement by reference to the
"functions" of a meeting. Rather, the statute provides an exclusive
list ofreasons for which meetings ofa public agency may be closed
to the public. Article 24, $4-210.1r And, similar to the State OMA,
the St. Mary's OMA provides that in the event of a conflict between
the St. Mary's OMA and other law, the provisions of the St. Mary's
OMA controI unless "provisions of existing law are more stringent."
Article 24, S4-214.'4

II

County School Boards

rr Section 4-210 lists ll exceptions to the open meeting
requirement, two of which are specific to the St. Mary's Board. Article
24, i4-210(a)(2) (meeting relating to discipline of student), (a)(3)
(discussions conceming specif,tc students, families, orpersonnel u,hen the
discussion may be harmful to those individuals).

L] Other provisions of the St. Mary's OMA address notice
requirements, meeting facilities, minutes, recording and broadcasting of
meetings, maintenance oforder, and enforcement and penalties.

The St, Mary's OMA also applies to certain staff meetings.
However, staffmeetings are not subject to all the procedural requirements
that apply to a meeting of a "public agency.",See Article 24, $$a-202(g),
4-203(b), 4-207 (c); see also 89 Opinions of the Attornel, General 22,24-
25 (2004).

Under the State education law, a local school board is charged
with general control of educational matters in its county, subject to
direction from the State Board of Education and State
Superintendent. ED Q4- l0l et seq. ln carrying out its role, a county
board appoints the county superintendent and other school
personnel, sets salaries and school policies, prepares an annual
budget for the school system, and approves the curriculum guide and
courses of study, alnong otherthings. ED $$4-103, 4-108, 4-l 1 1, 4-
201, 5-101. The county superintendent is the executive officer,
secretary, and treasurer of the school board, and is responsible for,
among other things, approving school board contracts, evaluating
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school instructional programs, overseeing the prolessional
development of teachers, and advising on the initial proposed
budget. ED S$4-102, 4-205, 5-101. Much of the day-to-day
administration ofthe schools is delegated to the local superintendent.
Yet the school board has ultirnate responsibility for the school
system.

III

Analysis

A. Discerning the More Stringent Law

Both of your inquiries concern the extent to whioh the St.
Mary's Board may meet in closed session when performing an
adrninistrative function. as defined in the State OMA. Unlike other
local boards ofeducation, the St. Mary's Board is also subject to the
St. Mary's OMA and to ED $3-1104. Both the State OMA and St.
Mary's OMA require application of the "more stringent" open
meeting law. Thus, in order to determine rvhether a particular
session must be open, the St. Mary's Board must consider how the
State OMA, the St. Mary's OMA. and any applicable provisions of
the Education Article (including ED S3-l 104) would apply and then
comply with whatever law requires greater transparency in the
particular circumstances.

State OMA - "Functions" Perfornted by County School
Boards

As the Open Meetings Compliance Board has noted, many of
the duties of a county school board would be classified under the
State OMA as legislative or quasi-legislative functions subject to the
openness and procedural requirements of that statute. 3 OMCB
Opinions 39 (2000) ("2000 OMCB Opinion"). But the Compliance
Board has also acknowledged in several opinions that some activities
of local school boards do not involve policy-making and lall within
the administrative function exclusion. Id.; see also 6 OMCB
Opinions 145 (2009); 6 OMCB Opinions 23 (2008). For example,
a budget strategy session held by a county board of education, the
making of an appointment by the board, and discussions about
attendance at retirement ceremonies have each been found to be

B



Gen. 152 | 161

administrative functions. 2000 OMCB Opinion at 43-44.1'
Briefings by the superintendent or the superintendent's stalf
concerning matters under the superintendent's authority, and rvhich
do not involve policy matters to be addressed by the board, would
also be an administrative function. Id. at 42.

ln each of the instances identified in Compliance Board
opinions as involving an administrative function, the local school
board was not performing any of the other dellned functrons in the
State OMA nor making policy decisions. Rather, the school boards
were carrying out their obligation under the State education law to
oversee the operations of the school system and the performance of
the local superintendent. Accordingly, those actions were deemed
administrative functions not subject to the open meeting and
procedural requirements of the State OMA.

C. Application ofED $4-107(d)

ED $4-107(d) requires a county board ofeducation to take any
"final action" in a public rneeting and authorizes closed sessions for
meetings in certain circumstances. If a particular administrative
function performed by a county board does not involve taking "final
action" on a matter, ED $4- 107(d) likei.vise would not require that
the meeting be open. Thus, ED {4-107(d) would not require a

different result lrom the State OMA in those circumstances - i.e., it
would not be a "more stringent" law. For example, a briefing by the
superintendent on matters within the purview of the superintendent,
and on which no board action would be required, would be outside
the open meeting mandate of ED Q4-107(d).

D. Application of Laws Specijic to the St. Mary's Board

l. St. Mary's OMA

The St. Mary's OMA broadly defines "meeting" to include a
gathering of an agency "to deliberate or act upon a matter over
which the ... agency has supervision, control, jurisdiction or advisory
power." The open meeting requirement is triggered if the agency is

t5 At the time of the 2000 OMCB opinion, "administratir.e function"
was called "executive function." See note 7 above. In describing the
conclusions of that opinion in the text we use the current label
"administrative function" to avoid confusion.
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to take "official action ... regarding public business..." at the
meeting. Article 24, $a-203(a). By definition, "official action" is
not limited to final action by the agency. Rather, it includes all
phases ol a decision-making process "in which a decision or
recommendation is reached." Article 24, $4-202(c) (emphasis
added). It specifically includes the sharing of infbrmation as part of
the decision-making process. ld. The phrase "public business" is
also broadly defined. Arlicle 24, $4-202(e) ("all matters within
jurisdiction of a public agency..."). However, as is evident, the term
"official action" does contemplate that the agency will at some point
consider acting Le., making a decision or recommendation - on a
matter before rt.

In our vieu,, the open meeting requirernent of the St. Mary's
OMA would apply to many administrative functions described in
the OMCB opinions. Many such rneetings wi[[ be part of the
process by which the Board takes "official action" on some matter.
For example, unless a specific exception in the St. Mary's OMA
pertained, the open meeting requirement r.vould apply when the
Board discusses its budget strategy. Hou'ever, a limited range of
activities that fall within administrative function under the State
OMA would not trigger the open meeting requirement of the St.
Mary's OMA. In this category are some briefings of the Board by
the Superintendent or the Superintendent's staff.

For example, if a briefing session consisted solely ofreports to
the Board, for inlormational purposes, of actions taken by the
Superintendent or staff on matters within their authority and not
requiring Board approval or the formulation ol Board policy, that
briefing would not involve "official action" and could be done in a

closed session. Although such a briefing would allow the Board to
monitor the Superintendent's performance and be better inlormed on
the operation of the schools, it rvould not be part of a process by
which the Board would make a "decision or recommendation."
Therefore, the session would not involve "official action" subject to
the open meeting requirement of the St. Mary's OMA. Article 24,
$4-202(b).

2. ED S3-r104

While ED $3-1104 broadly requires a "public meeting" for all
"actions" of the St. Mary's Board, its equally broad allowance for
executive sessions would presumably encompass sessions at which
the Board is performing an administrative function. It would be
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"more stringent" than the State OMA only in requiring that any
actions and votes at such a session be made public.

IY

C on clu sion

In our opinion, the St. Mary's Board must meet in open se ss ion
for many. if not most, activities that rvould qualify as an
administrative function under the State OMA and fbr which another
local board of education could legally meet in closed session.
However. some activities that are an administrative function under
the State OMA and that are outside the scope of the open meeting
requirements ofthe State education law are also outside the scope of
the St. Mary's OMA. One example rvould be a session in which the
Superintendent or other staff report to the Board solely lbr
informational purposes on matters within the S uperintendent's
purview, so long as the briefing involved no formulation of
substantive policy and did not require any action by the Board. Such
a briefing would not only be an administrative function under the
State OMA, and outside the scope olthe State education law's open
meeting requirements, but would also not meet the definition of
"official action" that triggers the open meeting requirement oflhe St.
Mary's OMA. Thus. the St. Mary's Board need not conduct those
briefings in open session.

Douglas F. Gansler
Attorney General

William R. Varga
Ass istotlt Attornev General

Robert N. McDonald
Chie.f Counsel

Opinions and Advice
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Septemher 19, 2020

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland House ol Delegares
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, fUD 21401

Re: St. Mary's county -'['o repeal 69-501 through $9-516 of the Locul Government Article t(l
repeal the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act and require that St. Mary's County follot
the State Open Meetings Act only

Dear Chairman Morgan

The Commissioners of St. Man's Counly suppon the request to repeal S9-501 through .r9-
516 ofthe l.ocal Goyernment,4rticle of the,4n otate.l('txle of Llar1,lunl (the St. Mary's ('ounty
Open illeetings Act) and to require that St. Mary's Ciounty follow the State Open Meetings acr
onlr as do all the other counties in the Statc of Maryland, as requested by Commissioner l:ric
Coh'in.

\\'e appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefir the
citiz.ens of St. Mary's County. We look lbrward to working with you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerely,
CO MTSSIONERS OF S1. Mr\RY'S COLIN'| Y
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ames Randy Gul'. President
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Cc: Senator .lack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
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Commissioner Todd Morgan
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David Weiskopf, County Attorney

P.o. BO-x 653 . CIIESAPEAI(E BUILDINC . 4I 770 BALDRIIrcI ST., LEONARDTOWN. MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475..1100 ' 1350 . FAx l0l .,175 4935 . ww\r.$mae'smd.com . CSMC@S I MARYSNID.( oilt



ST. MARY's CoUNTY GoVERN}IENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Comor, Commissioner

HB St. Mary's County -
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Delegate , Chair

House Office Building, Room 1 0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - St. Mary's County - Repeal of Open Meetings Act
Hearing on 2o2t

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County suppo( House Bill #: _ St. Mary's County
Committee

We request a lavorable report on House Bill _. We suppofi the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you lor your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Mafthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate B an Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioncr Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDING ' 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETING
ST. MARY'S CoUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIoN AND CoMMIssIoNERs oF ST. MARY,S CoUNTY

OCTOBER 6. 2020 ar 6:00 p.rr,
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 - Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegalion at 6:00 p.rn.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQUESToR: STEPHEN WALKER, DIRECToR, DEPARTMENT oF ENIERGENCY sERvIcEs

ADDRESS: 23090 LEoNARD H.{LL DRrvE, LEoNARDToWN MD 20650

TELEPHONE:

ENI.AIL:

(301)475-4200 x72l2l
STEPHEN.W.{LKER@STMARYSMD.COM

SUBJECT MATTER: BoDY woRN CA}IERAS FoR ANIMAL coNTRoL oFFICERS

LEGISLATtvE REFERENCE: Annotated Code: Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article $10-402

FISCAL IMPACT: YEs _X- No 

-The cameras have already been purchased. The only cost is the agreement with the vender for the cloud
storage and that cost isjust under $1,000.00 a year. The policy is already written and was taken from the
Sheriff s Department and adapted to us, but complying with the law. There could be some additional
modifications, but won't take much if needed.

To amend Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article g l0-a02(c)(11) to allow St. Mary's County
Animal Control Officers to wear body wom cameras to record their encounters and activities. St. Mary's
County Animal Control Officers conduct patrol, enforce the animal control ordinance and have multiple
encounters with citizens and animals. Body wom cameras would ensure safety ofthe public and the
animal control officers, improve accountability, and provide transparency for conduct and behavior.

S 10-402. Interception of communications generally; divulging contents of
communications; violations of subtitle

(c) Lawful acts. --
(11) (i) l. In this paragraph the following words have the meanings indicated.

2. "Body-wom digital recording device" means a device worn on the person of a law enforcement
officer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER that is capable of
recofding video and intercepting oral communications.
3. "Electronic control device" has the meaning stated in $ 4-109 ofthe Criminal Law Article.

REQUEST:



(ii) It is lawful under this subtitle for a law enforcement officer, OR A ST. MARY,S
COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER in the course of the officer's regular duty to
intercept an oral communication with a body-wom digital recording device or an electronic
control device capable ofrecording video and oral communications if:

1. The law enlorcement officer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICER is in unilorm or prominently displayrng the officer's badge
or other insignia;
2. The law enforcement oihcer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICER is making reasonable efforts to conform to standards in
accordance with $ 3-5 1 1 of the Public Safety Article for the use of body-wom
digital recording devices or electronio control devices capable of recording video
and oral communications:
3. The law enforcement officer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICER is a party to the oral communication;
4. Law enforcement, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL
OFFICER notifies, as soon as is practicable. the individual that the individual is
being recorded, unless it is unsaf'e, impractical, or impossible to do so; and

5. The oral interception is being made as part ofa videotape or digital recording.

SuBurr By AUGUST 26.2020 ro|

CoMNflssroNERs oF ST. MARY's CouNTy
41770 BATDRTDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEO1.,-..rRDTowN MARYL.{N D 2 0650
cst1lc a smd.oom

ANT) MArr N{oRcAN, DELEG.{TE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S C0UNTY
310 HousE OFFTCE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.morqan@house.state.md. us



Md. COURTS AND JUDICIAL PROCEED,ATGS Code Ann, S 10-402

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD . Annotated Code of Maryland > COURTS AND JUDICIAL PROCEED,NGS > TITLE 10.
EVIDENCE > SUBTITLE 4, WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE

S 10-402, lnterception of communications generally; divulging contents of
communications; violations of subtitle

(a) Unlawful acts. -Except as otherwise specilically provided in this subtitle it is unlawful for any person to:

(1)Willfully intercept. endeavor to intercept, or procure any other person to intercept or endeavor to

intercept. any wire. oral. or electronic communicationi

(2)Willfully disclose. or endeavor to disclose, to any other person the contents of any wire. oral, or
electronic communication. knowing or having reason to know that the information was obtained through
the inlerception of a wire, oral, or electronic communication in violation of this subtitle: or

(3)Willfully use, or endeavor to use, the contenls of any wire, oral, or electronic communication.
knowing or having reason to know that the information was obtained through the interception of a wire,
oral. or electronic communication in violalion of this subtitle,

(b) Penalty. -Any person who violates subsection (a)oi this section is guilty of a felony and is sublect to
imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a fine of not more than $ 10.000, or both.

(c) Lawful acts. -
(1)

(illt is lawful under this subtitle for an operator of a switchboard. or an officer. employee, or agent of
a provider of wire or electronic communication service, whose facilities are used in the transmission

of a wire or electronic communication lo intercept. disclose, or use that communication in the
normal course of his employment while engaged in any activity which is a necessary incident to the
rendition of his service or to the protection of the rights or property of the provider of that service,
except that a provider of wire communications servace to the public may not utilize service
observing or random monitoring except for mechanical or service quality control checks.

(ii)

'l.lt is laMul under this subtitle for a provider of wire or eleclronic communication service. its

officers. employees, and agents, landlords. custodians or other persons lo provide information.

facilities. or technical assistance to persons authorized by federal or State law to intercept wire.
oral. or electronic communications or to conduct electronic surveillance. if the provider. its

otficers. employees, or agents. landlord, custodian. or other specified person has been
provided with a court order signed by the authorizing iudge directing the provision of
information. facilities, or technical assistance.

2.The order shall set forth the period of time during which the provision of the information,
facilities, or technical assistance is authorized and specify the information, facilities. or technical
assistance required. A provider of wire or electronic communication service, its officers,
employees. or agents. or landlord. custodian, or other specified person may not disclose the
existence of any interception or surveillance or the device used to accomplish the interception
or surveillance with respect to which the person has been furnished an order under this
subparagraph, except as may otherwise be required by legal process and then only after prior
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notification lo the judge who granted the order, if appropriate, or the state's Attorney of the
county where the device was used. Any such disclosure shall render the person liable for
compensatory damages. No cause of action shall lie in any court against any provider of wire
or electronic communication service, its officers. employees, or agents, landlord. custodian. or
other specified person for providing information. facilities, or assistance in accordance with the
terms of a court order under this subtitle.

(2Xi) This paragraph applies to an interception in which:

1.The investigative or law enforcement officer or olher person is a party to the communication: or

2.One of the parties to the communication has given prior consent lo the interception.

(iillt is lawful under this subtitle for an investigative or law enforcement officer acting in a

criminal investigation or any other person acting at the prior direction and under the supervision
of an investigative or law enforcement officer to intercept a wire, oral, or electronic
communication in order to provide evidence:

1.Of the commission of:

A.Murder:

B.Kidnapping;

G.RaPe;

D.A sexual offense in the first or second degree;

E.Child abuse in the first or second degree:

F.Child pornography under S 1 1-207, S 11-208, or 6 11-208.1 of the Criminal Law
Article.

G.Gambling;

H.Robbery under S 3402 or 6 3-403 of the Ciminal Law Aiiclei

l.A felony under Title 6, Subtitle 'l of the Criminal Law Articlel

J.Bribery;

K.Extortion:

L.Dealing in a controlled dangerous substance. including a violation of $ 5-617 or 6 5-

619 of the Ciminal Law Adicle

M.A fraudulent insurance act. as deflned in Title 27, Subtitle 4 of the lnsurance Article

N.An offense relating to destructive devices under 6 4-503 of the Criminal Law Article

O.A human trafficking offense under Title 3. Subtitle 11 of the Criminal Law Article:

P.Sexual solicitation ot a minor under $ 3-324 of the Criminal Law Aiicle.

Q.An offense relating to obstructing justice under S 9-302, S 9-303, or 6 9-305 of the

Ciminal Law Aiicle:

R.Sexual abuse of a mrnor unde. -602 of the Criminal Law

S.A theft scheme or continuing course of conduct undet 6 7-103(f) of the Criminal Law
Artlcle involving an aggregate value of property or services of at least $ 10,000:

T.Abuse or neglect of a vulnerable adult under $ 3-604 ot 6 3-605 of the Criminal Law
Adicle,

U.An offense relating to Medicaad fraud under
Law Aiicle,
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V.An offense involving a firearm under S 5-134, S 5-136. S 5-138, S 5-140, g 5-141. or
5-144 of Pu /rc Sa :or

W.A conspiracy or solicitation to commit an offense listed ln items A through V of this
item: or

2.lf

A.A person has created a barricade situation; and

B.Probable cause exists for the investigative or law enforcement officer to believe a
hostage or hostages may be involved.

(3)lt is lalvful under this subtitle for a person to intercept a wire, oral. or electronic communication where
the person is a party to the communication and where all of the parties to the communication have
given prior consent to the interception unless the communication is intercepted for the purpose of
committing any criminal or tortious act in violation of the Constitution or laws of the United States or of
this State.

(4)(i) lt is lawful under this subtitle for a law enforcement officer in the course of the officer's regular
duty to intercept an oral communication ii:

1.The law enforcement officer initially laMully detained a vehicle during a criminal investigation or
for a traffic violalion:

2.The law enforcement officer is a party to the oral communicationl

3.The lalv enforcement offlcer has been identifled as a law enforcement offlcer to the other parties

to the oral communication prior to any interception:

4.The law enforcement officer informs all other parties to the communication of the interception at

the beganning of the communication; and

S.The oral interception is being made as part of a video tape recording.

(ii)lf all of the requirements of subparagraph (i) of this paragraph are met, an interception is

laMul even if a person becomes a party to the communication following:

1.The identification required under subparagraph (i)3 of this paragraph: or

2.The informing of the parties required under subparagraph (i)4 of this paragraph.

(s)lt is laMul under this subtitle for an officer. employee, or agent of a governmentai emergency
communications center to intercept a wire, oral, or electronic communication where the officer. agent.
or employee is a party to a conversation concerning an emergency.

(6)

(i)lt is lawful under this subtitle for law enforcement personnel to utilize body wires to intercept oral
communications in the course of a criminal investigation if there is reasonable cause to believe that
a law enforcement offlcer's safety may be in jeopardy.

(ii)Communications intercepted under this paragraph may not be recorded, and may not be used

against the defendant in a criminal proceeding.

(7)lt is laMul under this subtitle for a person:

(i)To intercepl or access an electronic communication made through an electronic communication
system thal is configured so that the electronic communication is readily accessible to the general
public:

(ii)To intercept any radio communication that is transmitted:

1.By any station for the use of the general public, or that relates to ships. aircraft. vehicles, or
persons in distress:
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2.By any governmental, law enforcement, civil defense, private land mobile. or public safety
communications system. including police and fire. readily accessible to the general publicl

3.By a station operating on an authorized frequency within the bands allocated to the amateur.
citizens band, or general mobile radio services; or

4.By any marine or aeronautical communications system;

(iiilTo intercept any wire or electronic communication the transmission of which is causing harmful
interference to any laMully operating station or consumer electronic equipment. to the extent
necessary to identify the source of the interference; or

(ivlFor other users of the same frequency to intercept any radio communication made through a

system that utilizes frequencies monitored by individuals engaged in the provision or the use of the
system. if the communication is not scrambled or encrypted.

(8)lt is lawful under this subtitle:

(i)To use a pen register or trap and trace device as defined under S 10-48-01 ofthis title; or

(iilFor a provider of electronic communication service lo record the fact that a wire or electronic
communication was rnitiated or completed in order to protect the provider. another provider

furnishing service toward the completion of the wire or electronic communication, or a user of that
service. from fraudulent. unlawful. or abusive use of the service.

(g)lt is lawful under this subtitle for a person to intercept a wire or electronic communication in the
course of a law enforcement investigation of possible telephone solicitation lheft if:

(i)The person is an investigative or law enforcement officer or is acting under the direction of an

investigative or law enforcement officer; and

(ii)The person is a parly to the communication and pa(icipales in the communication through the
use of a telephone instrument.

(10)lt is lawful under lhis subtitle for a person to antercept a wire, oral, or electronic communication in

the course of a law enforcement investigation in order to provide evidence of the commission of vehicle
thefl if:

(i)The person is an investigative or law enforcement offlcer or is acting under the direction of an
investigative or law enforcement officer; and

(ii)The device through which the interception is made has been placed within a vehicle by or al the
direction of law enforcement personnel under circumstances in which it is thought that vehicle theft
may occur.

(1 1Xi) 1 . ln this paragraph the following words have the meanings indicated.

2.'Body-worn digital recording device" means a device worn on lhe person of a law enforcement
offlcer that is capable of recording video and intercepting oral communications.

3."Electronic control device" has the meaning stated in 6 4-109 of the Criminal Law Afticle

(ii)lt is lawful under thjs subtitle for a law enforcement officer in the course of the officer's
regular duty to intercept an oral communication with a body-worn digital recording device or an

electronic control device capable of recording video and oral communications if:

1.The law enforcement otficer is in uniform or prominently displaying the oFficer's badge or
other insignia:

2.The law enforcement officer is making reasonable efforts to conform lo standards in

accordance wilh 6 3-51 1 of the Public Safetv Article for the use of body-worn digital
recording devices or electronic control devices capable of recording video and oral

communications:
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3.The law enforcement officer is a party to the oral communication:

4.Law enforcement notifies. as soon as is practicable. the individual that the individual is
being recorded, unless it is unsafe. impraciical, or impossible to do so: and

5.The oral interception is being made as part of a videotape or digital recording.

(iii)Failure to notify under subparagraph (ii)4 of this paragraph does not affect the admissibility
in court of the recording if the failure to notify involved an individual who Joined a discussion tn
progress for which proper notjfication was previously given.

(d) Divulging contents of communications. -
(1)Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, a person or entity providing an electronic
communication service to the public may not intentionally divulge the contents of any communication
(other than one to the person or entity providing the service, or an agent of the person or entity) while jn

transmission on that service to any person or entity other than an addressee or intended recipient of
the communication or an agent of the addressee or intended recipient.

(2)A person or entity providing electronic conmunication service to the public may divulge the contents
of a communication:

(ilAs otherwise authorized by federal or State law;

(ii)To a person employed or authorized, or whose facilities are used, to forward the communication
to its destination: or

(iii)That were inadvertently obtained by the service provider and that appear to pertain to the
commission of a crime. if the divulgence is made to a law enforcement agency.

(e) Violations of subsection (d). -
(1)Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection or in subsection (f) of this section, a person
who violates subsection (d) of this section is subject to a fine of not more than $ 10.000 or
imprisonment for not more than 5 years. or both.

(2)lf an offense is a first offense under paragraph (1) of this subsection and is not for a tortious or illegal
purpose or for purposes of direct or indirect commercial advantage or private commercial gain, and the
wire or electronic communication with respect to which the offense occurred is a radio communication
that is not scrambled or encrypted, and:

(i)The communication is not the radio portion of a cellular telephone communication, a public land
mobile radio service communication, or a paging service communication, the offender is subject to
a flne of not more than $ 1,000 or imprisonment for not more lhan 1 year. or both; or

(ii)The communicalion is the radio portion of a cellular telephone communication, a public land
mobile radio service communication, or a paging service communication, the offender is subject to
a fine of not more than $ 500.

(3)Unless the conduct is for the purpose of direct or indirect commercial advantage or private financial
gain, conduct which would otherwise be an offense under this subsection is not an offense under this
subsection if the conduct consists of or relates to the interception of a satellite transmission that is not
encrypted or scrambled and that is transmitted:

(i)To a broadcastang station for purposes of retransmission to the general public: or

(ii)As an audio subcarrier intended for redistribution to facilities open to the public. but not including
data transmissions or telephone calls.

(f) Violations of subtitle. -
(1)A person who engages in conduct in violation of this subtitle is subject to suit by the federal
government or by the State in a court of competent jurisdiction. if the communication is:
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(ilA private satellite video communication that is not scrambled or encrypted and the conduct in
violation of lhis subtitle is the private viewing of that communication, and is not for a tortious or
illegal purpose, or for purposes of direct or indirect commercial advantage. or private commercial
gaint or

(iilA radio communication that is transmitted on frequencies allocated under Subpart D of Part 74
of the Rules of the Federal Communications Commission that is not scrambled or encrypted and
the conduct in violation of this subtitle is not for a tortious or illegal purpose or for purposes of direct
or indirect commerclal advantage or private commercial gain.

l2l
(i)The State is entitled to appropriate injunctive relief in an action under this subsection if the
violation is the person's first offense under subsectlon (eX1) of this section and the person has nol
been found liable in a prior civil action under S 10-410 o{ this subtitle.

(ii)ln an action under this subsection. if the violation is a second or subsequent offense under
subsection (e)(1) of this section or if the person has been found liable in a prior civil action under S
10-410 of this subtitle. the person is subject to a mandatory civil fine of not less than S 500.

(3)The court may use any means within its authority to enforce an injunction issued under paragraph
(2)(i) of this subsection. and shall impose a civil fine of not less lhan $ 500 for each violation of an
injunction issued under paragraph (2Xi) of this subsection.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 35. SS 93. 99: 1973, 1st Sp. Sess., ch. 2. S 1: 1977. ch.692. SS 2. 3: '1978, ch. 339: 1984, ch
442:1985. ch. 509; 1986. chs.660. 743: '1988. ch.607: 1989. ch. 5. .6 1: ch. 527'. 1992. ch. 14A: 1994. ch. 105,67
1997. ch. 70 e4 : ch. 343', 1998. chs. 493,524,2000. ch. 288i 2002. ch. 107. ch. 213. $ 6:2004. chs. 285.539'
2005, ch. 25. $ 1: chs. 421 . 491 . 2006. ch. 44. $ 6: ch. 30A, 2011. chs. 54. 55: 2012. ch. 3691 2013. chs. 38. 39'. ch.
43.6 5:2015. ch. 22.6 5'. chs. 128, 129;2018. ch. 145: 2019, ch. 21. 6 2. ch. 22 2 ch.521

Annotations

Case Notes

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATION,
II. CONSTRUCTION WITH FEDERAL LAW
III. PROCEDURE AND ELEMENTS,
A, IN GENERAL.
B, WILLFULNESS.
C. EXCEPTIONS.
D. CONSENT,

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATION.

EFFECT OF AI,4ENDI\,1ENTS, ..

Chapter 285. Acts 2004, effective Oct. '1. 2004, inserted present (cX2Xii)1O and redesignated former (cX2)(ii)1O
as (cX2)(ii)1 P, and substituted "O" for "N" in (cX2)(ii)17P
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Neil Murphy

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Neii Murphy
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:58 PM

Neil Murphy
RE: Body Cams

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:58 AM
To: David Weiskopf <David.Weisko stm a smd.com>
Cc: Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino @stma rysmd.com>
Subject: RE: Body Cams

Hi Dave.

Commissioner O'Connor asked us to research the original law that allowed law enforcement to record with their
police cruiser dash cams without the need for two party consent, more formally known as mobile video/audio
recorders ("MVR'). I attached the MVR policy for the St. Mary's County Sheriff s Office. Section
30. 10.005.D points to the legal authority, described in more detail below.

As with body cams, the authority comes from the wiretap laws in Courts & Judicial Proceedings g l0-402, but
under subsection (c)(4):

(4) (i) It is lawful under this subtitle for a law enforcement officer in the course of the officer's
regular duty to intercept an oral communication if:

l. The law enforcement officer initially lawfully detained a vehicle during a criminal
investigation or for a traffic violation;
2. The law enforcement officer is a party to the oral communication;
3. The law enforcement officer has been identified as a law enforcement officer to the
other parties to the oral communication prior to any interception;
4. The law enforcement officer informs all other parties to the communication of the
interception at the beginning of the communication; and
5. The oral interception is being made as part of a video tape recording.

(ii) If all of the requirements of subparagraph (i) of this para$aph are met, an interception is
lawful even if a person becomes a party to the communication following:

l. The identification required under subparagraph (i)3 of this paragraph; or
2. The informing of the parties required under subparagraph (i)4 of this paragraph.

I am awaiting some answers from Steve Walker regarding other jurisdictions' uses of animal control officer
body cams. He has some contacts and will advise their procedures.

Commission O'Connor also asked us to consider the statewide impacts to this amendment. As for that question,
statewide impacts are unclear, as it is hard to know what existing j urisdictions are doing now i.e., whether
they are in fact tuming offtheir audio when consent is denied and whether they are under the jurisdiction ofa
Sheriffs Office and therefore law enforcement offices.

1



If, however, other Animal Control Officers from jurisdictions with body cams not under their Sheriff s Office
are continuing to record audio when consent is denied, our proposal could highlight the deficiencies ofthose
practices and expose those jurisdictions to liability for violating the wiretap laws. Incorrect past practices are,
of course, for those jurisdictions to consider.

Most significantly for us, however, is that we would need to create a body cam policy.

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputlt County Attorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No.477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use ofthe information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2O2O 4:23 PM

To: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf(ostmarvsmd.com>
Cc: Angela Blondino <Anpela. Blondino @stma rysmd.com>
subject: RE: Body cams

Hi Dave,

Sincerely,

2

Neil

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301 -475-4200, ext. 7 L7 04
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email: Neil.Mumhy@stmarysmd.com
httos ://www.stmarvsmd.com/

That's what it looks like based on the Police Training and Standards Commission Body Wom Camera policy
(the first attachment). The second attachment is what I sent originally, which is, in large part, a guide for law
enforcement agencies to use when developing their policies. The third attachment is our Sherifls Office's
policy.

The process seems tremendously detailed.
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Neil A. Murphy
Deputy County Attorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates fiom the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential infonnation which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless of address or routing,
is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf (a stma rvsmd.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22,2020 3:10 PM

To: Neil Murphy <Neil.M urphv(d stmarvsmd.com>
Cc: Angela Blondino <Angela.Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>

Subject: RE: Body Cams

So will ES have to come up with policies as well?

David A. Weiskopf
County Attorney
5t. Mary's County Government
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20550
Phone: 301-475-4200, ext. 71703
Fax: 301-475-4660

From: Neil Murphy <Neil. Murphv(O stma rvsmd.com>
sent: Monday, September 21,2Q20 4:O7 PM

To: David Weiskop f <David.Weiskopf @stmarvsmd.com>
Subject: Body Cams

Here's the link for the manual that the Maryland Police Training and Standards Commission came up
with: httos://mdle.neUndfTBodv-wom Camera Prooedural Refbrence Guide Ddll They say it's reference and
advisory only and that each law enforcement agency should come up with its own policies for body cams

Sincerely,

3

Neil

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 30 I -475-4200, exl. 7 17 04
Fax:301-475-4660
Email: Neil.Mumhy(rDstmarvsmd.com
https://www. stmarvsmd.com/



Neil A. Murphy
Deputy County Attorney
St. Mary's County Government
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates fiom the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent rvith ABA Formal Opinion No.477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use ofthe information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

e
F

?
. r1ii.
t'l.l.qh

t';,,
{

\

'7.

,6 3i

t\ T

F

4

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 30 I -475-42O0, ext. 7 1704
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email : Neil. Mumhy(@stmarvsmd.com
https://www.stmarvsmd.com/



Body-worn Comero Policy

These minimum standards have been adopted by the Maryland Police Training Commission (MpTC) in

accord with 3-511 of the Public Safety Article which required the MPTC to develop and publish online a

policy for the issuance and use of a body-worn camera (BWC) by a law enforcement officer.

ln Summary

1. Agencies must issue a written policy prior to implementing a BWC program, and it must meet or
exceed the minimum standards in this document, and

2. Every law enforcement officer using a BWC must make a reasonable effort to comply with these
standards.

BWC Policy Minimum Stondqrds Statutory References

A. TESTING: Prior to beginning each shift, the a5sitned
agency member rhall peform a function telt of the 8WC
in accordance with the manulacl!rer's recommendations
and agency policy.

PS S3+11: (1) the testing of body--. /orn cameras to ensure

adequate functioning

B. MATFUNCTIONS: Upon discovering a BWC malfunction,
atehay members shall promptly report the malfunction
to a supervisor or other appropriate authority in
accordance with agency poliay retardin8 malfundions.

PS 03-511: (2) the p.ocedure for the law enfor.ement officer

to follow it the camera fails to properly operate at the

beginnirrt of or during the law enforcement officer's shitt

C MANDATORY ACTIVATION: Sobject to paragraph three of
this recommendation below, offiae.s shall begin recording
with their BWCS in the below circumstances unlers doint
so would be unsafe, impostible, or impractiaal. It officers
are unable to betin recording wlth the BWC due to
circumstancei making it unsafe, impoirible, or impractical
to do so, officerr shall begin recording with the 8WC at the
first reasohable opportunity to do lo.

1. At the initiation oI a call ,or 5ervi(e or other activity
that i5 investitative or enforcement in nature, or an
encounter betweeh the olliaer and a member of the
public that ir invesliSalive or en{orcement in natu.e;
and

2. Any encounter that becomes conlrontational after
the initial contact.

3. When victims, witne5sea or other individuals wish to
male a atatement o. share information, but refuse to
do so while being reco,ded, or r€quest that the
aamera be turned off, officeri may tum offthe BWC
in orderto obtain the statement or information. lrthe
encounter begins when the BWC ir not ectively
recording, the law ehfor(ement officer may, but is

not required to, temporarily adivate the BWC for the
sole purpose of doaumenting lhe person's refusal to
be recorded.

PS 53-511: (3) when recording is mandatory



D. gEg!!9IIEp-Ag!!yAM!: A law enforcement officer rhall
not activate a cameaa to recoad:

1. Atency perronnel durihB routine administrative
activities; or

2. Non-work related personal activity.

Ps 53-511: 14) when recording is prohibited

Ps 93-s11: 116)specific protections for individuals

when the.e is an expectation oI privacy in private or
public places

E. ENDING A RECORDING: On.e recordint with a 8WC has
been initiated, ofliceas shall not end the reaording until:

1. The event or encounter has fully aoncluded; or
2. The offiaer leave5 the laene and aoticipates no

funher involvement in the event; or
3. A supervisor or agency policy ha5 authorited that a

recording may ceale because the ofricer is no lon8er
en8aged in a related entoraement o. investigative
activity; or,

4. When victimr, witnesses or other individuala wirh to
make a statement or sha.e intormation but refuse to
do to while being reaorded, or request that the
aamera be turned off, officers may turn offthe BWC
in order to obtain the statement or inforrnation.

Ps 63-511: (7) when a recording may be ended

F. OTtFtCAnO :

1. Except as otherwise exempted by law, a law
enfor(ement officer shall notify, a5 soon as is
practicable, the individual that the individual is being
recorded, unles5 it i5 unsafe, impraatical, or imporgible
to do so,

2. The noti.e provision is satisfied even if another
individual beaomes a party to the communication
afterthe initialnotice has been provided.

PS 53-s11: (8) providin8 notice of recording

Ps !3-511: (15) notification requirements when

another individual becomes a party to the
communication followingthe initial notification

PS 53-511: (6) when recording may require cgnsent

of a subject being recorded

(, CONFIDENTIAI-ITY:

1. [eased or pur.hased 8WC equipment and all
recordings are the property of the law enforcement
a8ency, and only BWC equipment approved by
a8ency policy shall be worn.

2. Ex(ept as authorized by agency policy, copying,
relea5ing, alterinB, erasing or allowinS unauthorired
viewing of an agency video recording (or portion
thereof) is prohibited and may rubiect an officer to
dis.iplin.ry actioh.

PS S3-511: (9) accesr to and conlidentiality oI re.ordints



H, REOUIRED STORAGE ANO MAINTENANCE OF

RECORDINGS:

1 Allfiler shallbe securely saved and stored in
accordance with atency policy.
Each agen.y's wrilten policy shall include
slandards and p.ocedures that address:

a. security and aacess control, ahd
b, creatioh of audit trails and access logs.

Each atency rhall retain an unedited original
version of stored body-worn camera Iootage, and
should lot anytime the tootage is viewed, tor
what length of time and by whom, as well as any
copying or editint.

3

Ps 53-5u: (10) the secure storage of data from a

body--worn camera

2. Additional con.iderationsi
a. A BWC recording of a conrtitutionally protected

adivity may not be used to identily pe.sons

present at the activity who are not tuspected of
beint entated in illegal aclivity or in need of
a5Sistance,

b. The itored video and audio data from a body
wotn calt|era maY not:

i. be used to areate a database or pool ot mug

rhotr;
ii. be used as lill€rs in photo airays; or
iii. be searahed using faaial or voice recotnition

roftware.
.. This sub.ection does not prohibit an atency from

srint recognition software to analyre the
.eaordin8 of a particular incident when a

iupervisory law enlorcement offiaer ha' teason

to believe that a specitic auspeat or perion in need

of aasistance may be subject of a parti(ular
re<ordinB.

PS 5 3 - 511: {11) review and ure oI recordints

r. 8ry!E!{-0f_8EE9!p!!S!
1. Aten.les' written policies shall include wheh members

may view BWC recordings. Reasons to view and use

recordinSs may include, but not be limited toi
a. Report writint or preparation of other otficial

documents;
b. Court preparation;
a- Review ol proiecution evidence;
d. vidim/witness/suspect statements;
e. Crlhe scene5;

f. Statement of charges;

8. Administrative investigationr;
h. Training;
i. Perlormance review;

i. lncident critique;
k. Maryland Public lntormation Act (MPIA) requests;

l. PollcI rompliance;
m. Oisclosu.es required by law,



J. RETENTIO'{ OF RECORDST An agency's written policy shall
include retention period(s) Ior BWC recordinBs.

Ps S I - 511: (12) retention of recordings

K.@Bwc
video/audio recordings from body cameras willbe released
as required by the MPIA or other Eov€rninB law.

PS S 3 - 511: (13) dissemination and release of recordints

I., TRAINING AND DISCIPUNE:

1. Atencies shallensure that officers are trained on
agency policy and the operation ot the BWC

equipment prior to use in the tield. Training shall also
include alternative methods Ior effective notification
of recording to persons with spe.ial needs or limited
Entlish proliciency.

2. Atenciea written policies shall state that violations of
the atency policy may rerult in discipline.

PS 5 3 -511: (14) consequ en ces for violations of the atency's

body-worn camera policy

M. DISCRETIONARY ACTIVATION: when not otherwise
prohibited by law or agen.y policy, officers may begin
recording with their BWC in aircumstanaes when they
determine that doing so would be beneficialto the public
interert.

P5 S 3 - 511: (5) when re.ording is di!.retionary

N. WRITTEN POtICY REQUIRED: Each law enforcement
agency shall develop and issue a written policy for using
Bwcs that i5 consirtent with state law and policy
issued by the Maryland Police Training commission prior

to implemehting a BWC program.

Ps S 3 - 511: (17) any additional issues determined to be

relevant in the implemehtation and use oI body- worn
camerar by law entorcement officers

O. lNC|OEI{T REPORTS: lncident reporte should nole any use

ol Bwc.
PS $ 3 - 511: (17) any additional issues determihed to be

relevant in the implementation and ute of body-worn
cameras bv law enforcement officers

P. AGB.eI_gWElqUglE! Bwc policies of agencies shall be

made available to the public.
PS S 3 -511: (u) any additiona I issues determined to be

relevant in the implementation and use of body-wom
.ameraa by law enforcement ollicers

1-8-16
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ST. MARY'S COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES
GENERAL OPERATING PROCEDURE

CHAPTER: 16 - ANIMAL CONTROL
SUBJEGT: BODY WORN CAMERAS

CALEA STANDARD: N/A

NUMBER: 16-5

The purpose of this directive is to establish a procedure regarding the use ofBody Wom recorders
(BWC) by personnel. The Department has adopted the use of BWCs for purposes that include, but are

not limited to:

Enhancing Animal Control Ofticer (ACO) safety;

Collecting evidence; providing a supplement to personal testimony in court by recording
actions, conditions, and statements which can be used to aid in the prosecution ofthose who
violate animal control ordinancesl

Allowing for the viewing ofevents as they actually occurred and providing corroboration of
the ACO's actions/testimonyi

Providing material to be used in performance evaluations; and

Providing an effective aid for training

The Department of Emergency Services recognizes the benefits of recording events, actions, conditions
and statements made during citizen contacts and related interactions. Body Wom Cameras will be used

to accurately document these interactions.

3.1 Body Wom Camera (BWC) - refers to the digital audio/video recording equipment designed for
wear on the outer garment of a law enforcement officer's uniform.
Recordinq - means using the BWC to audio and visually capture the event.
Mute - is a manufacture supplied option which enables the user to temporarily deactivate the
audio recording of the BWC. This function, if configured, is not to be used.

a

a

3.2
J.J

.I.O RULES AND PROCEDURES:

4.1 Training

4.1.1 Prior to the issuance of any BWC equipment, the Animal Control Officer will recetve
training on its use by a designated BWC instructor. The training will include the basic
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4.1.2

operation, synching recorded footage to the secure video server and accessing the video
server to review recorded video. The training received will be documented.
Supervisors with personnel assigned a BWC will be provided server access (Logon ID
and password) and training by a designated BWC trainer on the process to access and
review BWC recordings made by personnel under their command.

4.2 Responsibilities

4.2.1 Animal Control Officers issued a BWC are responsible to ensure the equipment is
maintained and operated in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations.

4.2.2 Only those Animal Control Officers who have received training on the use and

deployment of the BWC are authorized to deploy the equipment.

4.2.3 Prior to the beginning of each shift, the Animal Control Officers will conduct an

operational test of the BWC to ensure it is in operational condition. Upon discovering a

malfunction. the Animal Control Officers will notifo their supervisor. The supervisor
will remove the BWC from service and it will remain out of service until repaired.
Anirnal Control Officers will not, in any manner, attempt to modify, alter, erase, or tamper
with any portion ofrecorded video.

1.2.5 If an Animal Control Officers fails to activate the BWC, fails to record the entire contact,
or intemrpts the recording, the Animal Control Officers will document why a recording
was not made, was interrupted, or was tenninated. Ilthe incident is one that does not
result in the cornpletion of a field report, the explanation will be documented within the
Animal Control Database notes.

4.3 Authorized Use

4.3.1 Subject to paragraph three below, Animal Control Ofhcers will begin recording with
their BWC in the below listed circumstances unless doing so would be unsafe,

impossible, or impractical. If unable to begin recording with ths BWC due to

circumstances making it unsafe, impossible, or impractical to do so, they will begin
recording with the BWC at the first reasonable opportunity to do so.

At the initiation ola call for service or other activity that is investigative in nature,

or an encounter between the Animal Control Of,ficers and a member of the public
that is investigative or enforcement in nature; and
Any encounter that becomes confrontational after the initial contact.

When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a statement or share

information, but refuse to do so while being recorded, or request that the camera

be tumed off, Animal Control Ofncers may tum off the BWC in order to obtain
the statement or information. If the encounter begins when the BWC is not
actively recording. the Animal Control Officer may, but is not required to,
temporarily activate the BWC for the sole purpose of documenting the person's

refusal or request not to be recorded.

B
('
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4.2.4 Animal Control Officers will note in incident and related reports when recordings were
made during the incident in question. However, BWC recordings are not a replacement
for written reports.



Prior to entering a private residence, or other area where an individual has a
reasonable expectation of privacy, without a warrant or in non-exigent
circumstances, an Animal Control Officers will ask the occupant if the occupant
wants the Animal Control Officers to discontinue use of the recording.

4.4 DiscretionaryActivation

4.4.1 When not otherwise prohibited by law or Department policy, deputies may begin
recording with their BWC in circumstances rvhen they determine that doing so would be
beneficial to the public interest.

4.5 ProhibitedActivation

4.5.1 An Animal Control Officers will not activate a BWC to record Department personnel
during routine administrative activities or during non-work related personal activity.

1.6 Notification

1.6.1 Except as otherwise exempted by law, Animal Control Officers shall notify, as soon as is
practicable, the individual that the individual is being recorded, unless it is unsafe,
impractical, or impossible to do so. This notice provision is satisfied even ifanother
individual becomes a party to the communication after the initial notice has been
provided.

4.6.2 Animal Control Officers will carry an informational card which may be used to notifl, the
heanng impaired that their encounter is being recorded.

4.7 Ending a Recording

A. The event or encounter has fully concluded; or
B. The Animal Control Officers leaves the scene and anticipates no further

involvement in the event; or
C. A superwisor has authorized that a recording may cease because the Animal

Control Officers is no longer engaged in a related enforcement or investigative
activity; or

D. When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a statement or share

information, but refuse to do so while being recorded, or request that the camera
be tumed off, deputies may tum off the BWC in order to obtain the statement or
information; or

E. When the recording Animal Control Officer separates themselves from the
proximity of the event to conduct an administrative task such as completing
paperwork, communicating with supervision for guidance, or any task not
involving contact with any involved party, the Animal Control Officer may end

the recording temporarily. The Animal Control Officer will resume the recording
prior to continuing any enforcement or investigative activity; or

F. When the Animal Control Officer is at a medical facility the Animal Control
Officer may temporarily end the recording when not in the presence of any in-
custody subject(s) or conducting any enforcement or investigative activity. The
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4.7.1 Once recording with a BWC has been initiated, Animal Control Officers will not end the
recording until:



Animal Control Officer r.vill resume the recording prior to being in proximity to
any in-custody subject(s) or continuing any enforcement or investigative activity.
This is to prevent the unintentional documentation of capturing unrelated citizens'
medical treatment or condition.

4.8 Confidentiality

4.8.1 Only BWC equipment owned and approved by the St. Mary's County Department of
Emergency Services is authorized for use and all recordings are the property of the
agency. Except as authorized by Department policy, copying, releasing, altering, erasing,
or allowing unauthorized viewing ofan Department video recording (or portion thereof)
is prohibited and will subject the Animal Control Officer to disciplinary action.

4.9.2 Supervisors are authorized to review videos of subordinates in the following
circumstances:

Performance Review
Incident Critique
Administrative Investigations

Quarterly Personnel Audits
Training
Policy Compliance
Maryland Public Information Act (MPIA) Requests
For the purpose of Completing Vehicle and Personal Inspection Reports

4.9.3 If a supervisor feels that a video file may be useful as a training tool they will notif, their
Emergency Seruices Director via the chain of command and request that a copy of the

video file be forwarded to the Training Division. No video file will be used for training
purposes while the case is being litigated.

1.9.4 Animal Control Officers may review a BWC recording in which they were the recorder by
logging onto the client software using their assigned user ID and password from a

designated computer access point. Recording Animal Control Ofhcers are authorized to
review their videos in the lollowing instances:

Report Writing or completion of other official documents
Court Preparation
Prior to the completion of a Statement of Charges
Field Trainers are authorized to review footage of their trainees while involved in
the Field Training Program

lfan Animal Control Officer is suspected ofwrongdoing or any other serious complaint,
the Department of Emergency Services reserves the right to limit or restrict an Anirral
Control Officer from viewing the video file.
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4.9.5

4,9 Review, Retention, and Storage of BWC Recordings

4.9.1 At a minimum, one video per quarler wil1be reviewed by the supervisor of those personnel
assigned a BWC to ensure personnel are properly using the system. They will offer
constructive criticism to both improve the quality of enforcement techniques and aid in
improving Animal Control safety.



4.9.6 The stored BWC video/audio will not be used to create a database or pool of rnugshots
nor will it be used as filler in photo amays.

4.9.7 BWC video/audio will not be searched using facial or voice recognition software

4.9.8 To review a BWC recording in which an Animal Control Officer was not the recorder
they must submit a request through the chain of command to the Director of Emergency
Services justifiing the need. If approved, the Director or designee will submit a copy of
the file. The requesting Animal Control Officer can then retrieve the video, review it, and
retum it to the Director or designee. Animal Control Officers will not copy any recording
nor will any copy be removed from the building other than for official business.

4.9.9 Civilians will not be allowed to review recordings at the scene of an incident. All
requests, to review BWC recordings, by civilian or outside agencies, will be submitted in
writing to the County Attomey. If approved arrangements will be made for the requestor
to view the video file at the Animal Control facility. The video file to be reviewed will
not be copied by any means nor will it be removed from the building.

Only the Director or designee will be authorized to copy any recordings.
Animal Control Officers shall be responsible ior uploading all recordings to the
secure system server at least once per shifi. Recordings will be stored, duplicated,
distributed or erased only in compliance with this policy. The Director or designee
is responsible fbr the managernent, storage and security ofall copied files placed in
their care.
Whenever BWC equipment is reassigned to another operator, prior to the
reassignment, the originally assigned Animal Control Officer will dock the BWC
at an authorized upload location and ensure all recordings have been uploaded to
the server. In circumstances rvhere the assigned Animal Control Officer has
separated from service, the supervisor ofthe affected Animal Control Officer will
ensure a supervisor with system access logs into the server with the separated
employee's BWC at a designated upload location which will initiate an automatic
upload of saved video.

4.9.10 If the upload fails to initiate in either circumstance noted above, the Director or designee
will work with the l.T. Liaison to have the video uploaded prior to the BWC being placed
back into service.

4.9.11 The Video Server automatically erases recordings not bookmarked for retention when the
retention period for a recording segment has reached one hundred and twenty (120) days.

4.9.12 Recordings containir.rg material of essential or evidentiary value, such as arrests, assaults,
physical or verbal confrontations or incidents which may result in a citizen's complaint,
will be bookmarked using one of the classifications available within the bookmark menu.

4.9.13 AII BWC Recordings are maintained on a secure server maintained by the Department of
Emergency Services. Access to the server is managed by Department of Emergency
Services who issues logon ID's and passwords to personnel approved for access.

.1.9.14 Video Server access is monitored and activity is recorded via access logs by the video
server software. These logs are secured, managed and maintained by the Department ol
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Emergency Services.

4.9.15 Data stored on the video server and held as evidence r,r,ill continue to be held on the server
for a minimum period of five hundred and forly-five (545) days. The server will
automatically erase bookmarked recordings on the five hundred and forty-sixth day unless
a request has been made to extend the retention period for a specific incident. To request
an extension ofthe retention period for a specific video, the requestor, with approval ofthe
Director will contact IT who u,ill coordinate with the Office of Infonnation and
Technology to preserve the video on the server.

4.10 Internal Use of Recordings

4. 10. I The BWC system is not intended to be used as a disciplinary tool against officers for minor
infringements of policies or procedures.

4.10.2 Supervisors will not arbitrarily review video/audio recordings for the purpose of
identifling minor infractions of department policies or procedures.

4.10.3 However, when cases ofmisconduct and/or repetitive negative behavior are brought to the
attention of the department via supervisor review and/or an official complaint, the video
file may be reviewed and bc used as the basis for performance counseling or disciplinary
action.

4.10.4 The department may use video files for training or other purposes with the approval ofthe
Director or designee.

4.10.5 BWC video/audio recordings may be used the Supervisor to review the actions of
probationary otficers participating in the field-training program.

4.1I Video Data Duplication

4.1 1.1 All recordings produced by Department recording equipment is the exclusive properly of
the St. Mary's County Department of Emergency Services. Recordings will only be

duplicated for official purposes. Copies of recordings needed for court, training, or other

official purposes will be produced by the Director or designee.

4.11.2 Any person requesting a copy ofa recording must sign an agreement stating the copy being

obtained is only to be used lor the purpose(s) stated in the request. All requests for copies

of a recording from anyone other than the involved Animal Control Officer or a

departmental supervisory/management authority will be in writing and directed to the

County Attomey. The f'ee for each recording is $45 per hour after the first two (2) gratis

hours, which is waived for intra-agency, allied law enforcement and County Attomey's
Office requests.

4.11.3 All intra-Department requests for copies of recordings will be rnade at least l4 days in
advance of the anticipated need. The requesting employee will complete a Mobile Video
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4.10.6 Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of handling other items of
evidence with respect to chain of custody requirements. In this regard, officers will
normally pick up recordings just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the

recording by prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is necessary.



Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request Fonn (See attached) Requests will normally be
submitted by the originating officer; however other intra-Department personnel with a

demonstrated need will be considered.

4. I I .4 In exceptional cases, the l4-day advance notice rule may be waived, expediting a request.
The request for such a waiver will be in the form of a memorandum addressed to the
Director explaining the need for the waiver.

4. I L5 Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of handling other items of
evidence with respect to cl.rain of custody requirements. In this regard, Animal Control
olficers will normally pick up recordingsjust prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing
of the recording by prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is

necessalv.

4.11.6 Requests for a copy of a video via Maryland Public Infonnation Act (MPIA) Request will
be directed to the Office of the County Attomey who will make the detenninatron, in
accordance with Maryland Larv, what if any footage will be released.

5.0 DOCUMENT HISTORY:

VERSION
#

DESCRIPTION OF CHANGL,
AUTHOR

NAME
001 U29,L9 lnrtial Dcr elo ent Steve Walker

Director of Emergency Services Date
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An ela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Stephen Walker
Thursday, September 24, 2020 7:40 AM
Neil Murphy
Angela Blondino
RE: Animal Control Body Worn Cameras

GOP 16-5 Body Worn Camera.docx

The cameras are purchased. The policy is already written. How much to write it? May two hours' worth of
time. We don't really traok that.

This policy was taken from the Sheriff s Department and adapted to us. but complying with the law. There
could be some additional modiflcations. but won't take much if needed.

The only cost is the agreement with the vender for the cloud storage

That cost is just under $ I ,000.00 a year

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 4:52 PM

To: Stephen Walker <Stephen.Wa lker@stma rysmd.com>

Cc: Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino @stma rysmd.com>
Subject: RE: Animal Control Body Worn Cameras

Hi Steve,

Dr. Bridgett asked for a fiscal impact for the ACO body cams. I know they've already been purchased, but
what would the storage and retention costs be? Additionally, how much would it cost to write a policy for body

cams? This would be required under Md. Code Ann., Courts & Judicial Proceedings ("CJP") $ l0-
402(cX I I )(iii) and Public Safety ("PS") $ 3-5 I I . Please see attached for the body cam policy from the Sherifls
Office and the referenced statutes.

Thanks!

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputy County Altorney
St. Mary's County Government
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653
Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301 -475-4200, ext. 7 17 O4

Fax: 301-475-4660
Email: Neil.Mumhv@st marvsmd.com

md.com/httDS://www.stm arvs

1



This electronic message originates fiom the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The message and any file
transmitted with it contain confidential information which may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or
otherwise protected against unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of privacy consistent with ABA
Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution, copying or use of the
information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless of address or routing, is strictly
prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply and delete
the original message.

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:40 AM
To: Step hen Walker <Stephen.Wa lker@ stma rysmd.com>
Subject: RE:AnimalControl Body Worn Cameras

Gotcha, thanks so much. I look forward to hearing from you

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputv Coun Attornev
St. Mary's County Government
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 3 0l -475-4200. ext. 7l7O4
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email: Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.corn
https://www.stmarysmd.corn/

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use ofthe information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. lfyou have received this message in error. please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: Stephen Walker <Stephen.Walker@stmarvsmd.com>
Sent: wednesday, September 23,2020 11:35 AM
To: Neil Murphy <Neil.M urohv@stma rvsmd.com>
Subiect: RE:Animal Control Body Worn cameras

Edrnonston for sure. He has told me Seat Pleasant does. Howevt;r,

I have some contaots. Let me reach out and I rvill see what I can find

fr
F'b

t
{rl,t.qh
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This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of



No they are not considered law enforcement officers. They are swom, but have lo anest powers. Also. under
Law Enforcement Bill of Rights in the Public Safety Article, it gives a specific definition of police officers and
they do not meet the requirement.

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.M u rphv@stmarvsmd.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:23 AM
To: Stephen Walker <Stephen.Walker@stmarvsmd.com>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stmarvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Anse la. Blondino (a stma rysmd.com>
Subject: Animal Control Body Worn Cameras

Hi Steve.

Hope you're great!

At yesterday's Commissioner hearing on ACO body cams, you stated that a number ofjurisdictions in
Maryland, including some in Prince George's County, allow their ACOs to wear body cams. Commissioner
O'Connor said that he knew of 27 jurisdictions that had this policy. I had a few follow up questions in
preparation for next week's hearing:

r Do you know which jurisdictions?
r Do you know whether these ACOs are under their jurisdiction's Sheriffs Office and thus would be

considered law enforcement offi cers?
o Ifthey're not under the SherifPs Office, do you know whether they tum off their audio ifsomeone

denies consent to be recorded?

Thanks!

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputy Countv Altorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22.2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,

3

In Edmonston I do not know of any instance rvhere a person asked tbr an Anirnal Control Officer to tum off
video. They do announce to the people they encounter thal they are being videotaped.

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301 -475-4200, ext. 7 1704
Fax:301-475-4660
Email : Neil. Murphy@shnarysmd.com
https://www.stlnarvsmd.com/



Policy No.

3.12BODY WORN CAMERAS

AFFECTS: All Employees

Section Code:

B
EFFECTIVE DATE

September 26,2019

Sheriff's Approval: Amends: 8t15t',t9

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY, MD

3.12

B

The purpose of this directive is to establish a procedure regarding the use
of Body Worn recorders (BWC) by personnel. The Agency has adopted the
use of BWCs for purposes that include, but are not limited to:

Enhancing officer safety;

Collecting evidence; providing a supplement to personal testimony
in court by recording actions, conditions, and statements which can
be used to aid in the prosecution of those who violate traffic and
criminal laws;

c Allowing for the viewing of events as they actually occurred and
providing corroboration of officers' actions/testimony;

Providing material to be used in performance evaluations; and

Providing an effective aid for training.

The Office of the Sheriff recognizes the beneflts of recording events,
actions, conditions and statements made during citizen contacts, traffic
stops, arrests and other law enforcement related interactions. Body Worn
Cameras will be used to accurately document these interactions.

3.12.02 Definitions

A

B

Body Worn Camera (BWC) refe rs to the digital audio/video
recording equipment designed for wear on the outer garment of a
law enforcement officer's uniform.

Recording means using the BWC to audio and visually capture the
event.

3.12.01

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

D.

E.

Policv



C Mute is a manufacture supplied option which enables the user to
temporarily deactivate the audio recording of the BWC. This
function, if configured, is not to be used.

3.12.03 Traininq

Prior to the issuance of any BWC equipment, the deputy sheriffwill receive
training on its use by a designated BWC instructor. The training will include
the basic operation, synching recorded footage to the secure video server
and accessing the video server to review recorded video. The training
received will be documented via the Blue Team software using the
applicable training incident reports.

Supervisors with personnel assigned a BWC will be provided server
access (Logon lD and password) and training by a designated BWC
trainer on the process to access and review BWC recordings made by
personnel under their command. This access is for the purposes of
reviewing footage as authorized under 3.12.011 Review, Retention, and
Storage of BWC Recordings. The training received will be documented via
the Blue Team software using the applicable training incident reports.

3.12.04 Res ponsibilities

Deputy sheriffs issued a BWC are responsible to ensure the equipmentis
maintained and operated in accordance with the manufacturer's
recommend ations.

Only those deputy sheriffs who have received training on the use and
deployment of the BWC are authorized to deploy the equipment.

Prior to the beginning of each shift, the deputy sheriff will conduct
an operational test of the BWC to ensure it is in operational
condition (e.g- camera turns on, properly synchronizes wilh the in-
car video system if so equipped and records). Upon discovering a
malfunction, the deputy sheriff will notify their supervisor. The
supervisor will remove the BWC from service and it will remain out
of service until repaired.

Deputies will not, in any manner, attempt to modify, alter, erase, or
tamper with any portion of recorded video.

Deputies will note in incident, arrest and related reports when
recordings were made during the incident in question. However,
BWC recordrngs are not a replacement for written reports.

A

B

L

D. lf a deputy sheriff fails to activate the BWC, fails to record the entire



E

contact, or interrupts the recording, the deputy sheriff will document
why a recording was not made, was interrupted, or was terminated.
lf the incident is one that does not result in the completion of a field
report, the explanation will be documented within the CAD notes.

It is the responsibility of the deputy sheriff to classifl/categorize all
BWC recordings prior to offloading video as evldence, non-evidence,
or other applicable classifications. Deputy Sheriffs who utilize an
Axon BWC will use specific evidence categories (see list in
Paragraph F) as opposed to other classifications when applicable. ln
the event a BWC video is uploaded without a classification or
categorization, the deputy sheriff will add the proper classification
through authorized storage server access.

The following BWC classifications are available for Axon BWC
Users:

Non-Evidence: Used when no report (i"e. Field Repo(ing,
Sheriffs Office Form #56 Offense Report, Automated Crash
Reporting System (ACRS), or similar reports for allied
agencies) has been generated from the call for service.
Traffic Stop: Used for all vehicle stops regardless of the
disposition of the stop.
Use of Force: Used when force is applied by any employee
or law enforcement officer from an allied agency.
Evidence: Used as a general evidence category when no
other applicable classification is available and when any
report (i.e. Field Reporting, Sheriffs Office Form #56 Offense
Report, Automated Crash Reporting System (ACRS), or
similar reports for allied agencies) has been generated from
the call for service. The CAD classification will be noted in
the title field for the recording.
Specific Evidence Categories: Used as an evidence
classification where an investigation (by this Agency or allied
agency) was conducted:

2

3

4

t.

ii.
iii.
iv.

vi.
vii

Assault
Burglary
B&E to Motor Vehicle
CDS Violation
lmpaired Driver
Theft
Vandalism

(, When the deputy sheriff makes a BWC recording while conducting a
follow-up investigation, the deputy sheriff will note in the
supplemental report the date and time of the follow-up investigation
in additional to if a BWC was utilized during the follow-up activity.

F.



When the deputy sheriff creates a BWC recording of a call for service
that is evidence, but the deputy sheriff is not the primary officer or
assisting an allied agency, the deputy sheriff will make the
appropriate evidentiary classification. For Axon BWC systems, the
deputy sheriff will also note in the title block either the case officer's
lD number or indicate it was an allied agency.

Subject to paragraph three below, deputy sheriffs will begin recording with
their BWC in the below listed circumstances unless doing so would be
unsafe, impossible, or impractical. lf unable to begin recording with the
BWC due to circumstances making it unsafe, impossible, or impractical to
do so, they will begin recording with the BWC at the first reasonable
opportunity to do so.

At the initiation of a call for service or other activity that is
investigative in nature, or an encounter between the officer and a
member of the public that is investigative or enforcement in nature,
and

Any encounter that becomes confrontational after the initial contact.

When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a
statement or share information, but refuse to do so while being
recorded, or request that the camera be turned off, deputies may
turn off the BWC in order to obtain the statement or information. If
the encounter begins when the BWC is not actively recording, the
deputy may, but is not required to, temporarily activate the BWC for
the sole purpose of documenting the person's refusal or request not
to be recorded.

Prior to entering a private residence, or other area where an
individual has a reasonable expectation of privacy, without a
warrant or in non-exigent circumstances, a deputy sheriff will ask
the occupant if the occupant wants the deputy sheriff to discontinue
use of the record ing.

3.12.06 Discretionary Activation

When not otherwise prohibited by law or agency policy, deputies may
begin recording with their BWC in circumstances when they determine that
doing so would be beneficial to the public interest.

A Deputy Sheriff will not activate a BWC to record agency personnel during
routine administrative activities or during non-work-related personal
activity.

H
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3.12.05 Authorized Use

3.12.07 Prohibited Activation

B.
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Except as otherwise exempted by law, a deputy sheriff shall notify, as soon
as is practicable, the individual that the individual is being recorded, unless
it is unsafe, impractical, or impossible to do so. This notice provision is
satisfied even if another individual becomes a party to the communication
after the initial notice has been provided.

Deputy sheriffs will carry an informational card which may be used to notify
the hearing impaired that their encounter is being recorded.

Once recording with a BWC has been initiated, deputies will not end the
recording until:

The event or encounter has fully concluded, or

The deputy leaves the scene and anticipates no further involvement
in the event; or

A supervisor has authorized that a recording may cease because
the deputy is no longer engaged in a related enforcement or
investigative activity; or

When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a
statement or share information, but refuse to do so while being
recorded, or request that the camera be turned off, deputies may
turn off the BWC in order to obtain the statement or information; or

When the recording deputy separates themselves from the
proximity of the event to conduct an administrative task such as
completing papenvork, communicating with supervision for
guidance, or any task not involving contact with any involved party,
the deputy may end the recording temporarily. The deputy will
resume the recording prior to continuing any enforcement or
investigative activity; or

When the deputy is at a medical facility the deputy may temporarily
end the recording when not in the presence of any in-custody
subject(s) or conducting any enforcement or investigative activity.
The deputy will resume the recording prior to being in proximity to
any in-custody subject(s) or continuing any enforcement or
investigative activity. This is to prevent the unintentional
documentation of capturing unrelated citizens' medical treatment or
condition.

A

B

C

D

F

3.12.08 Notification

3.12.09 Endinq a Recordinq

E.



Only BWC equipment owned and approved by the St. Mary's County
Sheriffs Office is authorized for use and all recordings are the property of
the agency. Except as authorized by agency policy, copying, releasing,
altering, erasing, or allowing unauthorized viewing of an agency video
recording (or portion thereof) is prohibited and will subject the deputy sheriff
to disciplinary action.

3.12.'11 Review. Rete ntion. and Storaqe of BWC Recordinqs

A At a minimum, one video per quarter will be reviewed by the
supervisor of those personnel assigned a BWC to ensure personnel
are properly using the system. They will offer constructive criticism
to both improve the quality of enforcemenl techniques and aid in
improving officer safety.

Supervisors are authorized to review videos of subordinates in the
following circumstances:

Performance Review
lncident Critique/Use of Force Review
Administrative lnvestigations
Quarterly Personnel Audits
Training
Policy Compliance
Maryland Public lnformation Act (MPIA) Requests
For the purpose of Completing Vehicle and Personal
lnspection Reports

B lf a supervisor feels that a video file may be useful as a training tool
they will notify their division commander via the chain of command
and request that a copy of the video file be fonrvarded to the division
commander. No video file will be used for training purposes while the
case is being litigated.

Deputies may review a BWC recording in which they were the
recorder by logging onto the client software using their assigned user
lD and password from a designated computer access point.
Recording deputies are authorized to review their videos in the
following instances:

C

3.12.10 Confidentialitv

Report Writing or completion of other official documents
Court Preparation
Prior to the completion of a Statement of Charges
Field Trainers are authorized to review footage of their

1.

2.
J.

4.
E

o.

7.

8.

1.

2.

3.
4.
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trainees while involved in the Field Training Program

A BWC recording of a constitutionally protected activity may not be
used to identify persons present at the activity who are not suspected
of being engaged in illegal activity or in need of assistance.

The stored BWC video/audio will not be used to create a database
or pool of mugshots nor will it be used as filler in photo arrays.

BWC video/audio will not be searched
recognition software.

u sing facial or voice

Note: The prohibition against the use of facial or voice recognition
software does not apply when a law enforcement supervisor has
reason to believe that a specific suspect or person in need of
assistance may be a subject of a particular recording.

To review a BWC recording in which a deputy was not the recorder
they must submit a request through the chain of command to their
division commander .iustifying the need. lf approved, the patrol
commander or designee will submit a copy of the file to the property
section. The requesting deputy can then retrieve the video, review it,

and return it to the property section. Deputy sheriffs will not copy any
recording norwill any copy be removed from headquarters otherthan
for official business.

Civilians will not be allowed to review recordings at the scene of an
incident. All requests, to review BWC recordings, by civilian
personnel or outside agencies, will be submitted in writing to the
sheriff. lf approved by the sheriff or designee, arrangements will be
made for the requestor to view the video flle at headquarters. The
video file to be reviewed will not be copied by any means nor will it
be removed from headquarters.

Only a division commander or designee will be authorized to copy
any recordings.

Officers shall be responsible for uploading all recordings to the
secure system server at least once per shift. Recordings will be

LJ

H

lf a deputy sheriff is suspected of wrongdoing or involved in an
officer-involved shooting or other serious use of force, the sheriffs
office reserves the right to limit or restrict a deputy sheriff from
viewing the video file. Any limitation or restriction on the deputy
Sheriffs ability to view the video file exercised under this section is

subject to the requirements of the Law Enforcement Officer's Bill of
Rights as a matter of law.

t.

J.
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stored, duplicated, distributed or erased only in compliance with this
policy. The property section is responsible for the management,
storage and security of all copied files placed in their care.

Whenever BWC equipment is reassigned to another operator, prior
to the reassignment, the originally assigned deputy will dock the
BWC at an authorized upload location and ensure all recordings
have been uploaded to the server. ln circumstances where the
assigned deputy has separated from service, the division
commander of the affected deputy sheriff will ensure a supervisor
with system access logs into the server with the separated
employee's BWC at a designated upload location which will initiate
an automatic upload of saved video.

If the upload fails to initiate in either circumstance noted above, the
division commander or designee will work with the l.T. liaison to have
the video uploaded prior to the BWC being placed back intoservice.

The Video Server automatically erases recordings not bookmarked for
retention, or marked as non-evidence, when the retention period for a
recording segment has reached three hundred and sixty five (365)
days.

Recordings containing material of essential or evidentiary value,
such as arrests, assaults, physical or verbal confrontations or
incidents which may result in a citizen's complaint, will be
bookmarked using one of the classifications available within the
bookmark menu.

All Panasonic BWC recordings are maintained on a secure server
maintained by the Department of Emergency Services and
Technology (ES&T). Access to the server is managed by Department
of ES&T who issues logon lD's and passwords to personnel approved
for access by the Sheriff s Office lT Liaison.

Video server access is monitored, and activity is recorded via access
logs by the video server software. These logs are secured, managed
and maintained by the Department of ES&T.

All Axon BWC recordings are maintained on the Agency's
Evidence.com account. All Evidence.com BWC recordings are
monitored and all activity related to these recordings is documented via
an audit log associated with each video.

Data stored on the video server and held as evidence or any applicable
evidentiary classification will continue to be held on the server for a
minimum period of five hundred and forty-five (545) days. The server
will automatically erase bookmarked recordings on the five hundred
and forty-sixth day unless a request has been made to extend the
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retention period for a specific incident. To request an extension of the
retention period for a specific video, the requestor, with approval of
their division commander, will contact the lT liaison who will coordinate
with the Office of lnformation and Technology to preserve the video on
the server for Panasonic BWC footage. For Axon BWC footage the
coordination efforts would be made to the Axon Administrator.

3.12.12 I rnal Use of cordin S

The BWC system is not intended to be used as a disciplinary tool
against officers for minor infringements of policies or procedures.

Supervisors will not arbitrarily review video/audio recordings for the
purpose of identifying minor infractrons of department policies or
procedures.

A

However, when cases of misconduct and/or repefitive negative
behavior are brought to the attention of the department via supervisor
review and/or an official complaint, the video file may be reviewed
and be used as the basis for performance counseling or disciplinary
action.

A

B

C

D

E

The department may use video files for training or other purposes
with the approval of the division commander or designee.

BWC video/audio recordings may be used by Field Training Officers
to review the actions of probationary officers participating in the field-
training program.

Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up recordings
just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the recording by
prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is
necessary.

B

All recordings produced by agency recording equipment are the
exclusive property of the St. Mary's County Sheriff's Office.
Recordings will only be duplicated for official purposes. Copies of
recordings needed for court, training, or other official purposes will
be produced by the division commander or designee.

Any person requesting a copy of a recording must sign an agreement
stating the copy being obtained is only to be used for thepurpose(s)
stated in the request. All requests for copies of a recording from
anyone other than the involved deputy or an agency
supervisory/management authority, will be in writing and directed to

F.

3.12.13 Video Data Duplication
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the sheriff. This request must be made at least 30 days in advance
of the need in order to allow for review, processing and the time
needed to create the copy- Any approved request will require a Video
Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request Form (SMCSO Form #77) be
completed by the requestor. The fee for each recording is $45 per
hour after the first two (2) gratis hours, which is waived for intra-
agency, allied law enforcement and State's Attorney's Office
requests. All original Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request
Forms (SMCSO Form#77) will be maintained in an MVR File bythe
division commander.

All requests for video made by the States Attorney's Office will be
processed by the Patrol Administrative Coordinator. The
Administrative Coordinator will be responsible for determining
which videos are connected to the criminal case and will provide
the videos to the requestor. There will be no requirement to review
the video content prior to releasing them.

All intra-agency requests for copies of recordings will be made at
least 14 days in advance of the anticipated need. The requesting
employee will complete a Mobile Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Form #77). Requests will normally be
submitted by the originating officer; however other intra-agency
personnel with a demonstrated need will be considered.

ln exceptionalcases, the 14-day advance notice rule may be waived,
expediting a request. The requestfor such a waiverwill be in the form
of a memorandum addressed to the assistant sheriff and sent
through the chain of command explaining the need for the waiver.
The memo will be attached to the Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Form#77).

Requests for copies by command personnel, or the Office of
Professional Responsibilities are exempt from the 14-day advance
notice rule.

When the Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request Form (SMCSO
Form #77) is completed, it will be presented to the deputy's division
commander or his/her designee. The division commander or
designee will be responsible for having the video file copied in a
timely manner. The copy will be immediately submitted to the
property section via a property record under the original incident case
number.

All copied recordings will be picked up in person from property and
will be signed for by the person having authority to have the copy
made. That person will have responsibility for the security of the
recording and will return it to Property as soon as the purpose for
which it was requested is served. Generally, this will be upon
completion of a court case, or other legal proceeding, where the
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recording was needed. When picking up and returning BWC footage
from evidence, the deputy will ensure the chain of custody portion of
the property record is properly completed.

Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up recordings
just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the recording by
prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is
necessary.

When the State's Attorney's Office completes a request for MVR/BWC
video, they will complete MVR/BWC Office of the State's Attorney
Data Request (SMICSO Form #77A) which is specific for transmittal of
evidence for the State's Attorney's' Office. Once the requested videos
have been approved, the videos will be provided to the State's
Attorney's Office through evidence.com.

t.



Policy No.

3.10MOBILE VIDEO RECORDERS

AFFECTS: DeputySheritfs

Section Code:

B

Sheriff's Approval: Amends:

3.10

3.10.001 Purpose

3.10.002

The purpose of this directive is to establish a procedure regarding the use
of mobile video/audio recorders (MVR) in agency vehicles. The agency has
adopted the use of MVRs for purposes that include, but are not limited to:

Enhancing officer safety;

Collecting evidence; providing a supplement to personal testimony
in court by recording actions, conditions, and statements which can
be used to aid in the prosecution of those who violate traffic and
criminal laws;

C. Allowing for the viewing of events as they actually occurred and
providing corroboration of officer's actions/testimony;

D. Providing material to be used in performance evaluations; and

E. Providing an effective aid for training.

Policv

It is the policy of the St. Mary's County Sheriffs Office to ensure that
deputy sheriffs will use the digital mobile video/audio recording
(tt/VR) equipment for the purpose of accurately documenting events,
actions, conditions, and statements made during citizen contacts,
arrests and other critical incidents. To maximize the utility of this
equipment, officers will follow the procedures for MVR equipment
use as set forth in this policy.

Video and/or audio recordings will be utilized to enhance
criminal/traffic reporting, evidence collection, investigations,
prosecution, and training.

B

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY, MD

EFFECTIVE DATE

August 1 5, 2019

07/09/16
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MOBILE VIDEO RECORDERS
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MVR: An acronym for Mobile Video Recorder, this term refers to
the digital audio/video recording equipment designed for fixed
installation in patrol vehicles. This policy does not apply to the use
of hand held camcorders or audio/video surveillance devices.

B. MVR Operator: A deputy sheriff who has received instruction in the
operation and use of the specific mobile video recording devices
installed in sheriff's office vehicles, and who is authorized to utilize
such equipment for enforcement purposes.

MVR File: A paper file maintained by the patrol commander
containing originals of all Mobile Video Data Request Forms
(SMCSO Form #77) and associated property records (SMCSO
Form #60).

A Accurate documentation of events, actions, conditions and
statements made during investigative stops, field interviews,
arrests and critical incidents, so as to enhance officer reports,
collection of evidence, and courtroom testimony;

Reviewing probable cause for arrest, custody procedures, officer
and suspect interaction, and evidence for investigative purposes;
and

C Evaluation of officer tactics and field performance, and for training
purposes.

A

Maryland law makes it unlawful, with some exceptions, for any
person to intercepvendeavo r to intercept, disclose/endeavor to
disclose, use/endeavor to use any audio communication unless all
parties to the communication have given prior consent to having the
audio recording made. MD. CODE. ANN, CTS, & JUD PROC. S 10-
402 (2002).

A

U

c)

B

C. Deputy sheriffs will not utilize the MVR to make audio recordings

3.10.003 Definitions

3.10.004 AuthorizedUse

3.10.005 LesalConsiderations

The U.S. Supreme Court has held an officer has the right to observe
what the officer can see if the officer has the legal right to be present
(plain view). So it follows, if an officer has the right to observe, then
he has the right to photograph and/or videotape. The recording is
made by "one party consent".
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unless consent is obtained or the audio recording is made pursuant
to the exceptions outlined below.

The Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Maryland Courts
and Judicial Proceedings (CJ SS 4, 10-402) relating to wiretapping
and electronic surveillance states, "lt is lawful under this sublitle for
a law enforcement officer in course of the officer's regular duty to
intercept an oral communication if the following five (5) requirements
are met:

The law enforcement officer initially lawfully detained a vehicle
during a criminal investigation or for a traffic violation;

The law enforcement officer is a
communication;

party to the oral

The law enforcement officer informs all other parties to the
communication of the interception at the beginning of the
communication; and

1

2

3

4

The oral interception is being made as part of a video tape
recording".

The St. Mary's County lnformation Technology (lT)
Department shall be responsible for the management of all
installation, repairs or modifications of MVR equipment. Only
digital mobile video/audio recording equipment acquired by
the agency will be installed in agency vehicles.

lT shall be responsible for the management of the MVR
system software and maintenance of download stations and
storage servers.

IT shall be responsible for the administration of archiving all
MVR system recordings.

It is important to recognize that state law does not restrict or place
consent requirements on video recordings made without audio.

3.10.006 Procedures

1

2

3

The law enforcement officer has been identified as a law
enforcement officer to the other parties to the oral
communication prior to any interception;

E.

A. MVR Equipment lnstallation, Maintenance, and Routine Care



Routine care and maintenance of MVR equipment installed in
any Agency vehicle is the responsibility of the deputy sheriff
assigned to that vehicle. Equipment will be maintained in
accordance with this policy and manufacturer
recommendations. Only authorized technicians will install,
repair, and/or modify MVR equipment.

Prior to and throughout each shift, officers will ensure all
components of the MVR equipment are working satisfactorily
and will immediately bring any problems to the attention of a
supervisor. Supervisors will visually inspect the MVR system
and test the equipment for proper function as part of the
monthly vehicle inspection. Supervisors will forward any lr/lVR
equipment issues to lT immediately. During a shift, cameras
should be checked for proper adjustment, mounting security
and proper, secure connection of all wires and cables.

To prevent damage, only approved products will be utilized to
clean the camera lens.

Transmitters shall be worn as designed and intended by the
manufacturer. A comfortable and convenient location on the
duty belt is recommended, and the transmitters should be
protecled as much as is practical. Wireless microphones and
their optional cords can be fragile.

B. MVR Equipment Functions

Recorder: Software with video authentication and embedded
time stamp eliminates any possible attempts to alter, change,
or eliminate recordings. The recorder media access door will
be locked at all times. The recorder will be activated in one of
fou r ways:

Manually: by pressing the "Record" button;

Automatically: by activating the vehicle's emergency
lights;

Automatically: when the vehicle is involved in a
collision;

Automatically: when the vehicle speed reaches 85
mph.; and

4
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7

1

a

b

c

d

e. Remotely: by activating the unit's wireless microphone



regardless of how the recorder is activated, it can only be
turned off manually, by pressing the "Stop" button for
approximately three seconds until the "Record" light goes off.

2. Bodv Microphone: The wireless remote micro ph one
transmitter has a microphone built into the transmitter. An
optional extension microphone, which connects by wire, and
is worn closer to the head is available.

Vehicle Microphone: The internal microphone allows audio
recording of normal speech within the interior of the vehicle,
independent of the remote audio transmitters. The interior
microphone actively records whenever the system is in the
record mode.

@.: The mounting device for the front camera allows
for manual adjustment vertically and laterally. Officers shall
ensure cameras are positioned properly for each incident
where a recording is being made. Officers shall ensure that
no items are obstructing the view of the camera.

The front camera lens has the capability of recording a
properly mounted license plate at a distance of 25 feet or less,
allowing it to be easily read during in-vehicle playback without
the need for electronic enhancement. This is accomplished
through the use of an operator initiated automatic zoom
feature that momentarily limits the field of view and then
returns to the preset (normal) view.

4

1 The use of video recording equipment by deputy sheriffs who
operate vehicles so equipped is mandatory. All deputy sheriffs
will be trained in the use of the MVR during Field Training.

The remote microphone transmitter shall be worn attached on
the duty-belt at all times while the deputy is on duty. The
wireless transmitter has a microphone built into the
transmitter. An optional extension microphone, which
connects by wire, and is worn closer to the deputy sheriffs
head is available. lf a deputy chooses to use the optional
wired extension microphone, the wire and extension
microphone should be securely concealed within the uniform
shirt. Deputies will ensure the transmitter is fully charged prior
to each shift. Deputy sheriffs shall carry their remote
microphone transmitters in their cruisers and use them during
off-duty incidents the same as for on-duty incidents.

2

5.

C. MVR Use



3 ln instances where the deputy is capturing audio on their
BWC, they are not required to utilize the MVR wireless
microphone. lf BWC is unavailable, any time the recorder is
on while the deputy is outside the vehicle on a traffic stop, the
microphone shall also be activated. The officer will narrate
those things which are outside of the camera's view. lf the
event is being recorded and more than one unit equipped with
MVR equipment is present, each officer should record both
video and audio. Once recording is started, officers will not
cease audio and video recording until the termination of the
traffic stop or other citizen contact. Officers will not attempt to
erase, reuse, tamper with or attempt to modify recordings in
any way. The recorder may be turned off in situations such as:

Funeral details

Routine traffic direction

Work zone projects

Emergency scenes when the MVR equipment is not
othenruise being used.

The in-car microphone should be enabled at all times except
when consent for audio recording has not been granted by
another party inside the vehicle. No attempt should be made
to disable the in-car microphone, wiring, or the audio
recording components.

Deputy sheriffs should always log into and use the MVR
system as the "Operator" to ensure proper functioning.

Deputy sheriffs should attempt to keep the video camera
positioned in such a manner as to capture the event in its
entirety.

7. Traffic Stops

Video recordings with audio will be made of all traffic
stops and vehicular pursuits.

At the beginning of every traffic stop, the officer will
notify the person(s) stopped that they are being audibly
and visually recorded. The officer's statement should
be similar to the following example:

a

b

d
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"Good morning, I am Deputy Doe of the St. Mary's
County Sheriff's Office. We are being audio and video
recorded. You were stopped for exceeding the
maximum posted speed limit. May I please see your
driver's license and vehicle registration?"

Once recording of an incident has been initiated, the
recording of both audio and video will continue until
termination of the incident. The recording will capture
the entire stop, starting when the decision is made to
pull over the violator and ending after the violator has
left the scene. lf recording is interrupted for any reason
during an incident, the record mode will be reactivated
as soon as possible and the operator should audibly
record the reason for the interruption.

lf the driver or any occupant of the vehicle objects to
the audio recording, they should be courteously
informed that the Maryland law allows audio recording
for law enforcement officers conducting traffic stops.

lf the traffic stop becomes a criminal detention/arrest,
the deputy may continue to make both a visual and
audio recording without obtaining consent. The audio
and video recording can continue throughout the
transport of the arrestee to the detention facility.

Audio
verbal

d

e

D. Prisoner Transports

Video recordings will be made of all prisoner transports.
recordings of prisoner transports, however, require the
consent of the prisoner.

E. Non-Traffic/OtherUses

Deputies will begin any field interview or other citizen contact
with the audio turned off. The audio will only be turned on if
circumstances exist that will allow the officer to ask and obtain
consent from all parties to the conversation without creating a

safety hazard to the officer or any other person at the scene.

1

2 Officers will make every effort to video record (consent
required to record the audio) all potentially criminal field
contacts/suspicious vehicles, etc. that occur within camera
range.

3. At the deputy's discretion, any other incident may be video
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recorded when the officer feels the recording may have
prosecutorial or investigative merit (large crowds, accident
scenes, premise checks, etc.).

Deputies are authorized to audio and video record
disturbance scenes that occur in a public place (i.e. disorderly
crowds in a bar parking lot). lf the deputy is utilizing a BWC,
they are not required to activate the MVR wireless
microphone.

Deputies will also notify any assisting officers that they are being
recorded by using the caulion code "AV" (audio visual). Deputies are
not required to discontinue recording of an incident at the request of
anyone other than a superior officer. Deputies will note in their arrest
and related reports when recordings are made. Events to be
recorded include, but are not limited to:

'l . Emergency responses;

Traffic stops (beginning to end);

Vehicle pursuits;

Observation of DWI suspects prior to stop, during
performance of field sobriety tests and during transport if
arrested;

Transport of all prisoners;

Vehicle searches and inventories;

Any confrontational contact with a citizen/violator, including all
acts of hostility and violence; and

Any other incident the officer feels may become an issue of
some importance at a later date. lf any doubt exists, record it.

Whenever a video/audio recording is made of a crime or incident and

a written report is generated, a note of recording, or multiple records
if more than one deputy recorded the event, will be included in the
narrative portion of the report.

When preparing written reports, deputies are encouraged to utilize
the video recording system's playback feature to review the incident

Deputies will not use the MVR to covertly record other police
personnel.
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The agency recognizes that it may not always be practical to activate
the IVIVR equipment. Deputies will not allow the operation of the
MVR to interfere with their own personal safety, the personal safety
of others, or the safe operation of the police vehicle.

No attempt shall be made to disable or damage the MVR system

No attempt will be made to capture video from a MVR system either
by copying files, using video capture software, or physically
recording video with another device as it is playing back.

3.10.008 Video File Uploads and Archivinq

A. MVR Storage Functions and Use

The MVR system utilizes removable/reusable media and a secure
wireless upload system at designated locations to transfer the files
from the media card to the server.

Active upload locations include:

'l . Headquarters

2. Leonardtown Fuel Pumps

3. Vehicle Maintenance Fuel Pumps

4. District 1

5. District 4

User Responsibility

Deputies, at the beginning of each shift, will ensure that the
video and audio recording unit is operational, there is

sufficient storage space available on the media card to store
a typical shift's worth of footage, and the MVR is ready to
record. This is accomplished by logging into the client
software and reviewing the system prompts available on the
home screen. Upon initial issue of a vehicle with MVR
equipment installed, the first logon must occur at a designated
upload location. This will allow any pending updates to be
pushed to the system and verify the users profile is set up
correctly and operational.

J
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2. Deputies should be aware of the remaining available
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recording time of the MVR and, if necessary, make
arrangements to upload their files to the server.

Deputies will not, in any manner, attempt to modify, alter,
erase, or tamper with any portion of recorded video. MVR
video files are the property of the sheriff's office.

All recorded arrests, or other incidents that an officer feels
may be of evidentiary value, shall be bookmarked using one
of the label options available in the pull-down menu. When
adding a bookmark, the deputy will include the related case
number in the "Notes" block.

C. Supervisor's Re sp o n s ib ilities

3

4

1

Supervisors will ensure that MVRs are being utilized properly
by their personnel.

Supervisors will visually inspect the MVR system and test it for
proper function as part of the monihly vehicle inspection.
Supervisors will forward any MVR equipment issues to lT
immed iately.

3.10.009 Review, Retention, and Storaqe of Recordinqs

lf a supervisor feels that a video file may be useful as a training tool,
they will notify the patrol administrative lieutenant via the chain of
command and request that a copy of the video file be forwarded to
Commander of the Special Operations Division. No video file will be
used for training purposes while the case is being litigated.

Deputies may review a recording in which they were the recorder by
logging onto the client software using their assigned user lD and
password from a designated computer access point. To review a
recording in which a deputy was not the recorder, they must submit
a request through the chain of command to the patrol commander. lf

New supervisors will be granted access to and learn how to
review in-car videos during the Sergeant Field Training
Program.

Once a month, shift supervisors will review the video files from their
squad to ensure deputies are properly using the system. They will
offer constructive criticism to both improve the quality of enforcement
techniques and aid in improving officer safety. Supervisors will
document at least one video review quarterly for each deputy on their
squad in accordance with policy A2.12.

B.
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approved, the patrol commander or designee will submit a copy of
the file to the Property Section. The requesting deputy can then
retrieve the video, review it, and return it to the Property Section.
Deputy sheriffs will not copy any recording, nor will any copy be
removed from headquarters other than for official business.

All requests to review recordings by civilian personnel or outside
agencies will be submitted in writing to the Sheriff, St. Mary's County
Sheriff's Office. lf approved by the sheriff or designee, arrangements
will be made for the requestor to view the video file at headquarters.
The video file to be reviewed will not be copied by any means nor will
it be removed from headquarters.

Only the patrol commander or designee will be authorized to copy
any recordings.

Officers shall be responsible for uploading all recordings to the
secure system server at least once every two weeks. Recordings will
be stored, duplicated, distributed or erased only in compliance with
this policy. The Property Section is responsible for the management,
storage and security of all copied files placed in their care.

Whenever a vehicle equipped with an MVR system is reassigned to
another operator, prior to the reassignment the originally assigned
deputy will login at a designated upload location and ensure all
recordings have been uploaded to the server. ln circumstances
where the assigned deputy has separated from service, the patrol
commander will ensure a supervisor with system access logs into the
server from the separated employee's vehicle at a designated upload
location, which will initiate an automatic upload of saved video.

lf the automatic upload fails to initiate in either circumstance noted
above, the patrol commander or designee will remove the SD Card
from the affected vehicle's MVR System and manually upload the
saved video using a computer workstation equipped with an SD Card
reader. Whenever an SD Card is removed from an MVR system, a
property record will be completed to preserve chain of custody of any
video that may be saved on the SD Card. Once the video has been
manually uploaded using an equipped computer workstation, the
completed property record will be retained by the patrol commander
in the MVR file.

The MVR system automatically erases recordings not bookmarked
for retention from the IIIVR server when the retention period for a

recording segment has reached Three hundred and sixty-six (366)
days.

H
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Recordings containing material of essential or evidentiary value,
such as arrests, assaults, physical or verbal confrontations or
incidents which may result in a citizen's complaint, will be
bookmarked using one of the classifications available within the
bookmark menu.

Data stored on the MVR server and held as evidence will continue to
be held on the server for a minimum period of five hundred and forty-
five (545) days. The server will automatically erase bookmarked
recordings on the five hundred and forty-sixth day unless a request
has been made to extend the retention period for a specific incident.

3.10.0'10 lnternal Use of Recordinqs

The MVR system is not intended to be used as a disciplinary tool
against officers for minor infringements of policies or procedures.

Supervisors will not arbitrarily review video/audio recordings for the
purpose of identifying minor infractions of department policies or
procedures.

However, when cases of misconduct and/or repetitive negative
behavior are brought to the attention of the department via supervisor
review and/or an official complaint, the video file may be reviewed
and be used as the basis for performance counseling or disciplinary
action.

The department may use video files for training or other purposes
with the approval of the patrol commander or designee.

IvIVR video/audio recordings may be used by Field Training Officers
to review the actions of probationary officers participating in the field-
training program.

Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up recordings
just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the recording by
prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is
necessary.

All recordings produced by agency recording equipment is the
exclusive property of the St. Mary's County Sheriff's Office.
Recordings will only be duplicated for official purposes. Copies of
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3.10.0't 1 Video Data Duplication
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recordings needed for court, training, or other official purposes will
be produced by the patrol commander or designee.

Any person requesting a copy of a recording must sign an agreement
stating the copy being obtained is only to be used for the purpose(s)
stated in the request. All requests for copies of a recording from
anyone other than the involved deputy or an agency
supervisory/management authority, will be in writing and directed to
the sheriff. This request must be made at least 30 days in advance
of the need in order to allow for review, processing and the time
needed to create the copy. Any approved request will require a
Mobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data Request Form (SMCSO Form
#77) be completed by the requestor. The fee for each recording is
$20, which is waived for intra-agency, allied law enforcement and
State's Attorney's Office requests. All original Mobile Video Data
Request Forms (SttilCSO Fotm #77) will be maintained in an MVR
File by the patrol commander.

All requests for video made by the States Attorney's Office will be
processed by the Patrol Administrative Coordinator. The
Administrative Coordinator will be responsible for determining
which videos are connected to the criminal case and will provide
the videos to the requestor. There will be no requirement to review
the video content prior to releasing them.

All intra-agency requests for copies of recordings will be made at
least 14 days in advance of the anticipated need. The requesting
employee will complete a ltilobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Form #77). Requests will normally be
submitted by the originating officer; however, other intra-agency
personnel with a demonstrated need will be considered.

Requests for copies by command personnel or the Office of
Professional Responsibilities are exempt from the 14-day advance
notice rule.

When the Mobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data Request Form
(SMCSO Form #77) is completed, it will be presented to the Patrol
Commander or his/her designee. The patrol commander or designee
will be responsible for having the video file copied in a timely manner.

D
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E, ln exceptionalcases, the 14-day advance notice rule may be waived,
expediting a request. The request for such a waiver will be in the form
of a memorandum addressed to the assistant sheriff and sent
through the chain of command explaining the need for the waiver.
The memo will be attached to the Mobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Form#77).
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The copy will be immediately submitted to the Property Section via a
Property Record under the original incident.

H. All copied recordings will be picked up in person from the Property
Section and will be signed for by the person having authority to have
the copy made. That person will have responsibility for the security
of the recording and will return it to Property as soon as the purpose
for which it was requested is served. Generally this will be upon
completion of a court case or other legal proceeding where the
recording was needed.

l. Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up
recordings just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the
recording by prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in
the case is necessary.
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.lames R. Gur. President
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l\,lichael 1.. Hes in. Comnrissioner

'lirdd B. Molgan. Comnr issioner
John E. O'Connor. Conrnr issionel

Scptember 29. 2020

I he Ilonorable i\,latthe* N,lorgan

lvlarl land I louse of [)clegates
i i0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
r\nnapolis. N,ID I 1.10 i

Re: St. N'lary''s Countl - 1o amend ti l 0-.101 of the (-ourrs und,Iuditiol Proceedings Arti<'lc to
allou,St. Iv{ary's County Animal Control Officers to wear body cameras

I)ear Chairman N'lorgan:

The Commissioners ofSt. Mar1"s County support the request to amend Sl0-402 ol'the ( olrls
tutt!,ludicial Prttceedings Articlt' ol lhe Anrutlatttl (-ocle of L'lar.t,land to allow Sl. Mary's (iountl

Aninral Control Oflicers to u'ear bodl canleras as requested by Stephen Walker. Director of
Iime rgency Services.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens of St. Marl''s County. We look lbru'ard to rvorking u'ith 1'ou on this and other initiativcs
througho the session.

Sincerely'.
( () N,IISSIONi:.RS Ol S1 . \'lAR\"S ( Ol Nl-\'

/-J/
illllC S l{andy Gu1,. President

( s\1( ,\u'sf
I ('oir\cnrr020r lli

Cc: Senator iack Bailel'
[)elegate Gerald Clark
Dclegate Brian Croshl'
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitl
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Corrnor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgell. County Adminislrator
David Weiskopf. Count,v AttomeY
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ST. M-{RY's CoUNTY GovER\NTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

HB St. Mary's County
To allow animal control officers to wear bodv cameras

SUPPORT

.2021

Delegate . Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Roon 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

ITE: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County - to allow animal control officers to wear
body cameras
Hearing on ,2021

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: _ St. Mary's County

- to allow animal control offrcers to wear body cameras which is being heard in the
Committee on .2021.

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction olthis
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens ofSt. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Jarnes Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Cerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Aftomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDINO ' 41770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stnarysmd.com . CSMC@STMARySMD.CoM
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Sincerely,



James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Senate Bill _ - St. Mary's County
to allow animal control officers to wear body cameras

SUPPORT

,2021

Senator . Chair
Conrmittee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I l Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Bill #: _ St. Mary's County - Allow animal control officers to wear body
cameras
Hearing on 2021

l)ear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County - to
allow animal control officers to wear body cameras which is being heard in the
Conrmittee on 2021

We request a favorable repoft on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the oitizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Edc Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC ' 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST.. LEONARDTOWN. MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETING
ST. MARY's CoLNTy LEGTSLATTVE DELEGATToN AND CoNtrurssloNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy

OCTOBER 6.2020,rr 6:00 p.u.
4I770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Scptembcr 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at lheir regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given \ITBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQI r_sroR: LORI JENNINGS.HARRIS, DIRECTOR, DEPARTNIENT OF ACING AND HU]IIAN SERvICES
IlIR. VANTE BURKES, CHAIR, HUTTAN RELATIONS CONIMISSION

..\DDRuss: {1770 B,\r-DRrD(;r- srRr.ET. r.r-o\ARDT0\\\. uD 20650

'fE1-r-PHo\[-: -l0l-475-4200 xl 070 (LoRt JL\\t\cs-H..\RRls)
207-837-7-]74 (\',\NrE BU RKI-s)

SUB.,I.(.T ]!IATTER: TO REQUEST TO REYISE THE ST. MARY,S COUNTY HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION
PROTECTED CLASSES TO INCLUDE SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTIT}'

LECISLATIVE REFERENCE: Annotated Code: Local Covemment Article $29-106(b)(2)

FISCAI, INIPACT: YEs Nox Altot'NT:

REQUEST: To request to revise the language located in the Local Govemment Article 29- I 06(bX2 ) ( St.

Mary's County Human Relations Council Duties) to include sexual orientation and gender identity within
the protected classes of people.

$ 29-106. Miscellaneous powers and duties

(a) Powers, -- The Commission may:
(l) provide advice and assistance related to the filing and processing ofgrievances and complaints of
discrimination with the appropriate federal and State agenciesl
(2) educate the community on the rights and responsibilities of people relating to housing, ernplol.rnent,
and public accommodations;
(3) advocate for the rernoval ofall vestiges of discrimination; and
(4) assist in nonbinding altemative dispute resolution.

(b) Duties. -- The Cornrnission shall:
(l) use its influence and persuasion to direct the etlbrts of the community to solving problems that many
times are the basic reasons for racial tensions; and
(2) encourage and ensure equal treatment ofall people. rvithout regard to race. color, religion. ancestry.
national origin, sex, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTY, age, marital status, or physical or

EltAu.: I,ORI.HARRIS(o ST}I,\R\ S\ID.COII
\'A\TE. BU RKES..T'C\I i\ I 1,.CO NI



mental disahility, in compliance with federal, State. and local larvs and regulations related to housing,
employment. and public accommodations.

Sr:Blrrr BY AUGUST 26.7020 1ol

COLINIISSIoNERS oF ST. NIARY's CoTTN.TY

4I770 BALDRIDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
cslnc(l{tstmarysmd.com

AND I\IATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY's CoUNTY
310 HorrsE OFFTcE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADf,N STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
!r4l!]1qc4!1gla!! qJfu



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. .S 29-101

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAN RELAT'ONS COMMISSION

S 29-101. Definitions

(a) ln general. -ln this title the following words have the meanings indicated

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection formerly was Art. 498. S 44(a).
-. REVISOR'S NOTE

The former reference to "phrases" is deleted as included in the reference to "words"
-. REVISOR'S NOTE

The only other change is in style.

(bl Alternative dispute resolution. -"Alternative dispute resolution" includes mediation.

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subseclion formerly was Art. 498. S 44(b).
* REVISOR'S NOTE

No changes are made.

(c) Commission. -'Commission" means the St. Mary's County Human Relations Commission

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection formerly was Art. 498. S 44(d)
* REVISOR'S NOTE

No changes are made.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 498, S 44(a), (b\, (d)t 2013. ch. 119. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE TO SECTION.

Former Art.49B, S 44(c), which defined "Board" to mean the Board of County Commissioners of St. Mary's

County. is deleted as unnecessary in light of the revision of this title to refer to the County Commissioners of St.

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md, LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann, S 29-102

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAN RELAT'ONS COMMISSION

(a) Established. -By ordinance or resolution, the County Commissioners of St. Mary's County may establish a

Human Relations Commission for the counly.

(bl Purposes. -The purposes of the Commission are to:

(1)promote understanding and harmony of relationship among the people ofthe county through the
study of the nature and causes of social friction and prejudice:

(2)advance the means for the alleviation of social friction and prejudice; and

(3)further the American ideal of equality and justice.

History

An. Code 1957. art. agB. S 45(a). lb)t 2013. ch. 119, 6 2

Annotalions

Notes

Research References & Practice Aids

DEFINED TERM:

"Commission" S 29-101

USER NOTE:

For more generally applicable noles, see notes under the first section of this part, subtitle, title, division or article

ANGELA BLONDINO

S 29-102. Established; purpose

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art.49B, $ 45(a) and (b).



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. S 29-103

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29, ST, MARY'S COUNTY HUMAN RELAI'ONS COMMISSION

S 29-103. Membership

(a) Appointnent of members. -The County Commissioners of St. Mary's County shall:

(1)determine the size of the Commissioni

(2)appoint the members of the Commission; and

(3)ensure that the membership of the Commission reflects the diversity of the people of the county

(b) Tenure. -
(1)The term of a member is 4 years.

(2)The terms of the members shall be staggered in a manner determined by the County

Commissioners of St. Mary's County.

(3)A member may not serve more than two consecutive lerms.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 498, S 47(a), 1b1,2013. ch. 119. 5 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 498. S 47(a) and (b).

ln subsection (aX3) of this section. the reference to the "people of the county" is substituted for the former
reference to the "County's population" for clarity.

ln subsection (bX3) of this section, the reference to "member" is substituted for the former reference to "person"

for clarity.

Research References & Practice Aids

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. 5 29-104

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. /UARY'S COUNTY HUMAIV RELAIIO'VS CO,1,'M'SS'ON

S 29-104. Officers

(a) Chair and vice chair. --From among its members, the Commission shall select a chair and a vice chair of
the Commission.

(b) Tenure. -
(1)The terms of the chair and vice chair are 1 year.

(2)A member may nol serve as the chair or vice chair for more than two consecutive terms.

History

An. Code '1957. art.49B. S 47(c). 2013 ch 119

Annotations

Notes

,$2

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 498, S 47(c).

ln subsection (a) of this section, the phrase "[f]rom among its members" is added for consistency with other
revised articles of the Code.

Also in subsection (a) of this section, the former reference to selecting a chair and vice chair "to be the officers"
of the Commission is deleted as implicit.

ln subsection (b) of this section, the references to "chair" and "vice chair" are substituted for the former
references to "an oificer of the Commission" for clarity.

ln subsection (bX2) of this section, the reference to "member" is substituted for the former reference to "person"
for clarity.

Research References & Practice Aids

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. S 29-105

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENflT'ES > TITLE 29, ST, MARY'S COUNTY HUMAN RELAr/O'VS COMMISSION

S 29-105. Compensation; administrative support

(a) Compensation. --A member of the Commission may not receive compensation as a member of the
Commission.

(b) Administrative support. -The County Commissioners of St. Mary's County may appropriate money for
the adminisvative support of the Commission.

An. Code 1957, art. 498, SS 47(d). 50;2013. ch. 119. S 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art.49B. SS 50 and 47(d).

Subsection (a) of this section is revised in standard language for consistency with other revised articles of the
Code.

Research References & Practice Aids

DEFINED TERM:

"Commission" S 29-101

USER NOTE:

For more generally applicable notes, see notes under the first seclion of this part, subtitle. title, division or article

ANGELA BLONDINO

History



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann.5 29-106

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMA'V RELAIIO'VS COMMISSION

S 29-106. Miscellaneous powers and duties

(a) Powers. -The Commission may:

(1)provide advice and assistance related to the filing and processing of grievances and complaints of
discrimination with the appropriate federal and State agencies;

(2)educate the community on the rights and responsibilities of people relating to housing. employment.
and public accommodations:

(3)advocate for the removal of all vestiges of discriminationl and

(4)assist in nonbinding alternative dispute resolution.

(b) Duties. -The Commission shall:

('l)use its influence and persuasion to darect the efforts of the community to solving problems that many

times are the basic reasons tor racial tensionst and

{2)encourage and ensure equal treatment of all people, without regard to race. color. religion, ancestry,

national origin, sex, age, marilal status. or physical or mental disability, in compliance with federal,

State, and local laws and regulations related to housing, employment. and public accommodations.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 498, SS 45(c), (d\. 46: 2013. ch. 119. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 498, SS 46 and 45(c) and (d).

ln the introductory language of subsection (a) of this section. the former phrase "[t]o accomplish the obligation

imposed under S 45 of this subtitle" is deleted as surplusage.

ln subsection (bX2) of this section. the reference to "disability" is substituted for the former reference to

"handicap" for consistency with federal law and other revised articles of the Code.

DEFINED TERMS:

s 29-101

ANGELA BLONDINO

"Altemative dispute resolution"



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. -S 29-107

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST, MARY'S COUNTY HUMAIV RELAI'ONS COMMISSION

S 29-107. Request for alternative dispute resolution

(a) Tame limit to file written request. --A person seeking an alternative dispute resolution under this title shall
file a written request for alternative dispule resolulion within 6 months after the date of the incident giving rise to

the request.

(b) Filing requirements. --

(1)A person who satisfies the time requirements under subsection (a) of this section is deemed to have

complied with the req uirements ol 6 20-1004 of ,he Srate Government Adicle

(2)The Commission may provide a copy of a written request filed under subsection (a) of this section to

the Maryland Commission on Human Relations to verify the compliance of a party with the

req uirements of 6 204A04 of the State Government Article

History

An. Code 1957, art.498, S 51; 2013. ch. 119. S2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 498, S 51.

ln subsection (a) of this section, the reference to the date of the "incident giving rise to the request" is substituted

for the former reference to the "relevant ancident" for clarity.

Also in subsection (a) of this section, the former reference to a person seeking "the involvement of the

Commission" is deleted as surplusage.

Also in subsection (a) of this section. the reference to an alternative dispute resolution "under this title" is

substituted for the former reference to an alternative dispute resolution "related to an incident within the

Commission's .iurisdiction" for brevity.

DEFINED TERMS:

"Alternative dispute resolution'

"Commission"

s 29-101

s 29-101

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. I29-109
This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code ot Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIV1SION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. /UARY'S COUNTY HUMA'V RELAT'ONS COMMISSION

S 29-109. Annual report

(a) Required. -Subject to subsection (b) of this section. the Commission shall file with the County
Commissioners of St. Mary's County a comprehensive report of its activities at least once every 12 months.

(b) Confidential information. -The Commission may not reveal any confidential information in the report to
the county commissioners.

History

An. Code 1957. art.49B. S 49; 2013. ch. 1 19,s2

Annotations

Notes

Research References & Practice Aids

DEFINED TERM:

"Commission" S 29-101

USER NOTE:

For more generally applicable notes, see notes under the first section of this part, subtitle, title, division or article

Annotated Code of Maryland

ANGELA BLONDINO

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section formerly was Art. 498, S 49.

The only changes are in style.



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. 29-108

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DlvlsloN v. oTHER LocAL
ENT'T'ES > TITLE 29. ST. AI,ARY'S COUNTY HUMAN RELAI'OA'S COMM'SS'OA'

S 29-108. Alternative dispute resolution

(a) Construction of section. -This section supersedes any contrary provision ofthe Public lnformation Act
and the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act.

(b) Gonfidentiality. -
(1)SubJect to paragraph (2) of this subsection:

(i)all activities of the Commission that relate to an alternative dispute resolution, a grievance. or a

complaint of discrimination shall be conducted in confidence and without publicity; and

(ai)the Commission may meet in closed session when dealing wilh an alternative dispute resolution,

a grievance. or a complaint of discrimination.

(2)lf all parties involved in an alternative dispute resolution, a grievance. or a complaint of

discrimination consent in writing. the activities of the Commission related to the alternative dispute

resolution. grievance. or complaint of discrimination may be conducted publicly.

(3)Except as provided under S 29-'107 of this title, the Commission shall hold confidential all information

concerning an alternative dispute resolution. a grievance, or a complaint of discriminatjon. including the

identities of the parties involved.

(4)The Commission shall hold confidential any information and records obtained by a predecessor

county body that was authorized to perform a function similar to that of the Commission before July 1.

1997.

(c) Admissibility of records of proceedings as evidence. -
(1)lnformation related to the activities or involvement of the Commission in an alternative dispute

resolution. a grievance. or a complaint of discriminalion may not be admitted as evidence in any

administrative proceeding or litigation.

(2)The records of the Commission may not be discovered in any administrative proceeding or litigation.

(d) Public inspection of records. -
(1)Except as provided under $ 29-107 of this title and paragraph (2) of this subsection, information or

records related to the activities or involvement of the Commission in an altemative dispute resolution, a

grievance, or a complaint of discrimination are not subject to public inspection under the Maryland

Public lnformation Act.

(2)Statistical information may be made available for public inspection under S 4-501(e) of the General

Provisions Article.

History

ANGELA BLONDINO

An. Code'1957, art, 498, S 48; 2013. ch. 119. S 2:2014. ch. 104. 5 2.
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

I

James R. Gu1. Presid€nt
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

lllichael I-. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissionerl6l

Scptenrbc'r 19. l0l0

The ['lonorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland House of Delegates
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis. MD 21401

Rc: St. j\lary's Counly - l o amend li29-106(bX2) olthe Local (iovernnrent Anicle to revisc the
lluman Relations Commission Duties to include sexual orientation and gendcr
identitl' language u.ithin the protecled classes of people

Dear (ihairman Morgan

'[he Commissioners of St. Mary's Count-,- support the request to amend 629-106(b)(2) of the

Local Government Article to revise the Hunran Relations Commission Duties to include sexual

orientation and gender identity language u'ithin the protected classes of people

as requested b1, l-ori Jennings-Harris. Director of the l)epartment of Aging and Human Serr ices

and Vante Burkes. Chair of the St. Mary's County Human Relations Comnrission.

\tr'c appreciate the introduction ot'this legislation and believe this legislation 'rill benefit the

citizens of St. Mary's ('ount1". We look lbrward to working with you on this and other initiati\es
throughout the session.

Sincerell'.
CON,IMISSIONERS OF 51. MARY'S COI.IN I Y

A
ames Randv Guv. President

( S\l( .\!l i!
i ( ,)i:scirt. llll{) l.ill

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Cerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosb,v
(-'ommissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Heu'itt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County Altorney

po aox 653 . L llESAPF.AKti llt-'ll.DING ' 41770 1]Al DRIDGE ST,. L.EoNARDI owN, MD 20650

ptlo\[]01.415.4200*1350.tA)i-101.47j4935'\twt{.stman'smd.com'CSMC@siM^RYSMDc(}\l



ST. N1.1,RY,S CoT.NTY GovER\}ITNT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

protected classes ofpeople which is being heard in the
on .2021.

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvrn. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Committee

s'

HB - St. Mary's County Human Relations
Commission to add sexual orientation and gender

identity to the list ofprotected classes ofpeople
SUPPORT

.2021

Delegate Chrir
Commiltee

House Office Buitding, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County Human Relations Commission - to add
sexual orientation and gender identity to the Iist ofprotected classes ofpeople
Hearing on _, 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County
Human Relations Commission to add sexual orientation and gender identity to the list of

We request a f-avorable report on House Bill 

-. 

We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as vour attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST- MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgctt, County Administrato.
David Weiskopt. County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNG . 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301,475.4935 . www.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@srMARYsMD.coM

(ol \t,
).,t

ffi

Cc:



$' James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioncr

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

ST. NIAR\,'s CoLNT\. GovER\}IENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County Human Relations
Commissron to add sexual orientation and gender

identity to the list ofprotected classes ofpeople
SUPPORT

2021

Senator . Chuir
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
1 lBladen Street
Amapolis, MD 21401

RE: Bill #: St. Mary's County Human Relations Commission - to add sexual

orientation and gender identity to the list of protected classes of people

Hearing on _, 2021

l)ear Chainnan

protected classes of people which is being heard in the Committee on

2o2l

we request a favorable report on senate Bill _. we support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Cornmissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Aftomey

P-O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDING ' 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 30 t.475.4200 + l350 . FAx 301.475.4935 ' www.stmarvsmd.com ' CSMC@STMARYSMD coM

,rffi
,riNl

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: 

-- 
St. Mary's County

Human Relations Commission to add sexual orientation and gender identity to the list of





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

Rrqursron:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHoNE:
EMAIL:

TI}I CANTERON, SHERIFF

23150 LEoNARD HALL DRrvE, LEO_..-ARDTOWN, I\{D 20650

(301) 47s-4200 xl9ll
T I M. CAM E RO,r* @ ST MARYS Nl D,CONI

SUBJECT MATTER: TO REQUEST AMENDMENT oF THE LocAL GAMING PRovIsIoNs Rf,LATING To
BINGO

LEGISLATI\, REFERENCE: 

ttr;'fi"f ;,:9,;i:',11!il til:I *, $ r 3-2 I 07 AND g r 3-2 r r 5

FrscAr, IMPACT: YEs_ No AMoUNT:

REQUEST:

To request amendment of Criminal Law Article $13-2101, $ l3-2103, $ l3-2105, $13-2106, $ l3-2107
AND $13-21l5 and to replace with the following:

"s 
l3-2101 . Dcfinitions

(a) In general. -- In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.
(b) County commissioners. -- "County commissioners" means the Commissioners of St. Mary's County.
(c) Gaming device. -

(1) "Gaming device" includes a paddle wheel, wheel of fortune, chance book, bingo, Nevada card,
and a stamp machine.
(2) "Gaming device" does not include a slot machine, as defined in g 12-301 of this article.

(d) Gaming event. -- "Gaming event" means a carnival, bazaar, or raffle.
(e) Qualified organization. -- "Qualified organization" means:

(l) a volunteer fire company; or
(2) a bona fide:

(i) religious organization;
(ii) fiatemal organization :

(iii) civic organization;
(iv) war veterans' organization; or

JoINT MEETING
sT. MARy's couNTy LEGTSLATNT DELEGATToN Ar\D coMMIssroNERs oF sT. MARy's couNTy

OCTOBER 6.2020 Ar 6:00 p.Nr.

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at theiriegular nieeting at 9:00 a.rn.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meetirig at 9:00 a.rn.
october 6 Joint Public Meeting with commissioners and St. Mary's county Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.



S l3-2103. Bingo License Required AND CON{N!ISSIONERS' DESIGNEE

A. A qualified organization must have a bingo license whenever the qualified organization conducts
bingo.

B. THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MAY APPOINT A DESIGNEE TO GOVERN BINGO
ACTI\TITIES AND THE ISSUANCE OF'PERMITS.

C, DUTIES OF THE COMMISSIONERS' DESIGNEE, -- SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF
THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, THE COMMISSIONERS'DESIGNEE MAY ADOPT
REGULATIONS TO GO\TERN BINGO ACTIVITIES AND THE ISSUANCE OF PERN{ITS
UNDER S 2r-2107 OF THrS SUBTTTLE.

$ l3-2105. Bingo - License application

(a) Submission to [sl+eri*]TH E COMI\{ISSIONE,RS' DESIGNEE. -- An organization shall suburit an

application lbr a bingo license to the [sherifl COI\INIISSIONERS' DESIGNEE.
(b) Contents. -- A principal officer of the organization shall certifo in the application for a bingo license:
(1) the name and address of the organization;
(2) the name and address of the officer seeking the license for the organization;
(3) that the officer is authorized by the organization to file the application;
(4) the time and place of bingo;
(5) that, within l5 days after the last day named in the application for the license to conduct bingo, a
principal officer ofthe organization will file under penalties of perjury the report required by $ l3-2109 of
this subtitle;
(6) that bingo will be conducted solely and personally by the regular members of the organization,
without the assistance of gaming professionals; and
(7) that no compensation or reward will be paid to a person for conducting or assisting in conducting
bingo.

$ l3-2106. Bingo -- License fee

(a) Established by county commissioners. -- By resolution, the county commissioners may establish a
bingo license fee schedule based on criteria that the county commissioners consider appropriate.
(b) Charged bt lsheri$ THE CONII\IISSIONERS' DESIGNEE. - The tsherifq
CONINIISSIONERS' DESIGNEE sl.rall charge tbr cach license the annual license t-ce that the count]'

cornrnissioners set by rcsolution.
(c) Deposit. -- A resolution adopted under subsection (a) of this section shall specif, the fund in which
the license fees are to be deposited.

$ l3-2107. Bingo -- Right to hcense

The [sheri#] CO\INI ISSIONERS' DESIGNEE shall issue a numbered license to an organization that

meets the requirements of gg l3-2103 through l3-21l0 of this subtitle to conduct bingo and award prizes



S 13-2115. Gaming events and gaming devices -- Record keeping

(b) Inspection. -- On request, a qualified organization shall allow the State's Attomey for the county, a
State Police officer, and the{shedfferdeputy*herifl CONINIISSIONERS' DESIGNEE to examine the
records required under subsection (a) ofthis section.

(a) Required. - A qualifred organizati
involving gaming devices.

on shall keep accurate records ofproceeds and expenditures

SueN{rr sy AUGUST 26.2020 ro:

ANDCoMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MARy,s CouNTy
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
CSITI smd.com

MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DrsrRrcr 29A, ST. MARy's CouNTy
310 HousE OFFTCE BurLDrNc
6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.morsan(ahouse.sta te.md.us



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. $ 13-2101

StatLrtes cofrenl throuoh legrslatrcn eflectrve JUlj 10 2A20

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > rITLE 13. cAMtNc .. LOCAL
PROY'SIONS > SUBTITLE2l. SI. MARY'S COUNTY

S 13-2101. Definitions

.. REVISOR'S NOTE

Thr3 s!L,secli.)r ti r'r,, ir'rilurqe uieal !rs l,re s:?,rllrd r:rJal!aror, afrl.iao-. lo a oetnrtic.i sF,_rrrl

(b) County commissioners -al.i,'_...'rJr',ss.iiiE,i :'rr-,? ri ii,3 Bca'c of (,!1, rr, Cc..-r ss1o.'eis.i j

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsec!ion is ne,,v language added to avold repetilion ol the phrase "Board ol Coonty
Comrxrssicoers of Sl l,lary's Cou.rtv" and lor consrslenay v!rthin lhis tr:ie

lc) Gaming device. -
(1)"Gaa!in9 de,i.e' rna: .rdes a pa.lci!e v/hee wheel oi 1(rrl,rr,e cha..ae bcok brng.r NevaCa ca.(l and a

stantp oraalrine

(2) 'Gami,1g ce./rae co€s,rol rncluda a s o( nr3chrrre a5 defiiei ir S 12-301of thrsa'!rc1e

- REVISOR'S NOTE

Thrs subsectror'l rs new lanEuage added lo arord repeirlior of tne phrase "paddle u,/heeli rvhee s of
t)rtune chance bocks bL go NevaCa cards starnp nrarlnrnes or ant other qarrrng de,?ice" f!)r,r.l r,r

fo.nrei Art 27 S 2551dr

(d) Gaming event. --'Gafirng event" nreans a carnlval bazaar o, raifie

. REVISOR'S NOTE

Thrs subsgclron rs nei! language added tor consrsiency !./lhrn lhis lri e

(e) Qualiliedorganization- --'Ouairfiedorqanrzalron" nreans

('l)a volunteer frre company or

(2)a bona lide

(i)rehgro,rs organizallon

{ii}lralernal or0anrzalron

(iii)civic o.ganrzatron

{iv)!ra. velef ans' organrzation. or

{v)cha lable orgarizatron

. REVISOR'S NOTE

ANGEL A BLONDINTJ



Page 2 ol 4

Md CRIMINAL LAW Code Aon S 13-2101

This subsection is new language added lo avoid r€petition ol the phrase "a volunteer fire
company or bona fide lraternal civic war velerans' religaous. or chaahable organiatron or
corporation"
.. REVISOR'S NOTE

The former refereace to a "corporation'is deleted as implicit in the references lo an
'orgaoizatjon"

(f) Sherift -'Shenfl means lhe Shenff of Sl tttary's Couoty

* REVISOR'S NOTE

Thrs subsection is new language added to avoid repetition of the phrase 'Sheriff of St Mary's County'
and for consistency withan this title.

History

2002. ch 26,8 2

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE TO SECTION

EDITOR'S NOTE, -.

Some of the cases appeanng in the notes to this arlicle were decided under the former statutes in effect prior to lhe
2002 revision These earlier cises have been moved to pertinenl sections ot the revised material where they may

be used in interpretang lhe cu(enl stalutes lnlemal .efercnces have also been updated

Editor's notes from iegislalion affecting the slatirtes from which the provisrons of this article were derived may

have been retained and may appear unde. peninenl provisions of this article

Seclio, 5. ch 26 Acts 2002 provrdes lhal "S 281 (i) of Article 27 - Crimes and Punishments of the Annotaled

Code ot Maryland be repealed and reenacled wilh amendments. and transfened to lhe Session Laws. to read as

follows

1. The Departmenl ot Heatth and Mental Hyg€ne [Maryland Departmenl of Health] shall initially permit persons

to registe. under Title 5. Subtitle 3 of the Criminal Law Article il the p€rsons own or operat€ any eslablishmenl

engaged tn lhe manLrfacture. distribution o. dispensing of any controlled dangerous substances prior to July 1

1970. and who are registered or licensei by lhe Slate '

Sectioo 6. ch.26. Acts ?802 provides lhal "SS 302 (a) lhrough (c). inclustve. of ArlEle 27 - Crirnes and

Punishments of the Annotated Code of Maryland be repealed and reenacled, with amendmenls. and lransferred to

the Session Laws. to read as follows:

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. 6 13-2102

Statdles c,,jrrenl lhrough legrstatron effectrve Jury 1C 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMINo - LOCAL
PROyrSrOi/S > SUBTTTLE 21. Sr. MARY'S COUNfy

$ 13-2'102. Scope and application of subtitle

(a) Scope ol subtitle. -This subtitle applres only rn St Lra.y's Counly

(b) Application ol Subtitle 2. -Subtille 2 of thrs tille apo,res in St i,4a.y's Counly

History

An Code 1957 
"n 

27 5 255\a|12) \dt 2.992JL2A-L2

Annotalions

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s nole conplses informatpn rclated to lhe @vision by Acts 2002. ch 26.

Subsection (a) of thas section rs new language added to clarify that lhrs subttle apples only ln St Mary's County

Subsectioo (b) ol this seclron ls new language deriled wathout subslantive change trom former Art 27. S

255(aN12) and the first sentence of (d) as at relaled to its applrcation IoSl Mary's Counly.

Research References & Practice Aids

USER NOTE

' -:': i l l ' '-

ANGELA BLONDTNO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. $ 13-2103

Statutes current th.ough legislation effectve July 10.2020

MD. Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > flfLE 13. cAMlNc -- LOCAL
PROy'S/OiVS > SUETITLE 21. Sr. MARyS COUNfy

S 13-2103. Bingo -- License required

A qualrfied organization must have a brngo lrcense whenever lhe qualified organization conducts brngo

History

An. Code 1957. art 27 S 251lal. 2002. ch. 26. 6 2

Annolations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Rewso/s nole compnses infomalion .elaled to lhe rcvisbn by Acts 2002. ch. 26

This seclion is nelv language deflved wathout subsla|tile change from former Ad 27. S 251(a). as it related to

the requirement ol a qualified organization to conducl bingo

The reterences lo a 'qualdied" organization are substituted for the lormer refereoce to an "eligible" organization
for consistency within this tille

Research References & Practice Aids

DEFINED TERM:

"Oua, ed organizatpn" S 13-2101

USER NOTE:

For more generatly applicable notes see notes under the lirst section of this part sLrbtitle, title, division or anicle

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.6 13-2104

Statutes cuaent throLrqh legrslalio[ effeclive Juiy 10 2020

MO - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMING.- LOCAL
PROY'S'O/VS > SUBTITLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

S 13-2104. Bingo -- Qualified organizations

To be eligible lor a bingo license. an organization musl be

(lla bona lide religious group thal has conducted religious services at a fixed location in the county for
al least 3 years betore the applic€tion dale;

(2)a volunteer fire company or volunteer rescue squad. regardless of whether the company or squad is
supported by tax revenues or an auxilaary unil whose members are associated directly with the
company or squad:

(3)a nationally chanered veterans' organization or an auxrhary uoit whose members are assoctaled
direc y with the organization; or

(/tla nonprolil organrzation that:

(i)has operated in the counly lor at least 3 years before the applrcation date. and

{ai)intends to raise money for an exclusively chantable. athlelic oi educattonal purpose specitically
described in the application

History

An Code 1957. arr 27 S 251(b). LQ92-9b-24 52: 2003 ch. 21, 5 I

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Revisor's note comririses inlotmation elaled to the rcvistoh by Acts 2@Zch. 26

Ihis seclion is new language deaved without subslanltve change from former Arl 27. S 251(b)

ln item (l) of this section. the former reference to'all types of licenses under this section'is deleted as

unnecessary

ln items (3) and (4) ot thts seclion lhe former refereoces regarding submission ol an application tor a birEo

lrcense "1o the Sheriff are deleted rn laght of S 13-2105(a) ol this subtitle

EFFECT OF AMENOMENTS, ..

ANGELA BLONDINl-)



A!.O8[M|NAL LAW Code Ann. 5 13-2105

Slai!tes current through legrslatroa effecttve Jrty 1O 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMING - LOCAL
PROyTSTO^/S > SUEflTLE 21. Sr. MARy',S COUNTY

S 13-2'105. Bingo -- License application

(a) Submissioo to 3heritt. -An organzation shall submit an application for a bango license to lhe sheriff

(b) Cont€nts- -A principal otfcer of the organizahon shall ce.l y in the applicalpn for a bingo license:

l1)the name and address of the organization;

(2)the name and address of the officer seeking the license lor the organzation.

(3)that the otficer is authonzed by the organization to file lhe applicatio.

(4)the trme and place of bingo.

(slhat within 15 days after the last day named in the applicalion for the lrcense to clnducl bingo a
principal officer of the organization will file under penalties of perlury the repon required by S 13-2109 ol
this subtitle

l6)lhat bingo will be conducted solely and personally by the regular members of Ihe organlzalion
without the assistance ol gaming professionals. and

(7)that no compensation or reward wlll be paid to a persoi foi cooducling or assisling in conducting
bingo

History

An Code 1957. art 27 5 2s'l(clt 2002. ch. 26. $ 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s note comprises infofinalion Elaled to the revjsion by Acts ?pPZ 9L.21

Subsection (a)ot this sectron is new lanquage added to staie expressly that whrch \,vas only rmplred in the lormer
references to submission of an apphcation for a bingo license "lo the Sheritf in fornier Art. 27. S 251(b) and (c)

ln subsection (a) of this section, lhe reference to'laln organrzalion' subm[trng an applrcation for a license is

added to slate expressly that which was only implied in the fgrmer relerence to the ability ol an organization to

receive a llcense under former Afl 27. S 251(c)

Subseclion (b) of lhis section is new language denved u/ithoul subslanlrve change from former Art 27.S25'l(c)

ANGELA BLOND!NO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.6 13-2106

Slat,rles cirrrent lrrough legtslatton effecttve Jrly 1O 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 1 3. cAMlNc -. LOCAL
PROY'S'OJVS > SUBTITLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

S 13-2106. Bingo -- License fee

(a) Established by county commissioners. -By resolution, the county conmissioners may establish a btngo
license fee schedule based on criteria that the county commissioners consider appropnate

(b) Charged by sheriff. -.The sherifl shall charge for each license lhe annual hcense fee that the county
corhmissioners set by resolulron

(c) Deposit. -A resolutron adopted under subseclion (a) of thjs sectron shall specify lhe fund in which the
Icense fees are to be deposrted

History

An. Code 1957. art 27 S 251\dt. 2002. ch. 26. 6 2

Annolations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

fh/s Rey6or's note compises infonnalDn related ta the revis@n by Acts 2002. ch. 26

This section is new language derrved without substantve change from former Art 27.S251(d)

ln subsections (a) and (b) ol this section. the former references to a'bingo" license are deleted lor @nsrslency
and clarity.

ln sufrseclion {b) of lhis sectron. the former reference to the'issuance of a license is deleted as unnecessary

DEFINEO TERMS:

"County commissionets"

'Sheriff'

Research References & Practice Aids

s 13.2101

s 13-2101

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. 6 13-2107

Statules currenl thrcueh teqtstatron effective Jtly 10 2020

MD - Annoaated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. cAMtNG.. LOCAL
PROylSrO /S > SUBrITLE 21. Sr. MARy'S COUNTY

s 13-2107. Bingo -- Right to license

The sheriff shall issue a numbered license to an organization lhat m€ets lhe requirements of SS 13-2103 through
13-21'10 of lhts subtille to conduct btogo and a$/ard prizes

History

An Code 1957 art 27 S251(a) 2002. ch 26.62

Annotalions

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Revisofs note complises inforrnal@n relaied to lhe revston by Acts 2002. ch 26

This section rs new language derived walhout substantjve change from former Art 27. S 251(a). as it relaled to
lhe .ight of eligible organEatrons to bingo lrcenses

The former phrase 'lnjolwithstanding any olher provlsioos of this sublitle lsrc]" is deleted as implcil rn lhe
reorganizalion ol material derived from the former 'Gaming' subheading of Article 27

Ihe delined lerm "sheritf is substituted for lhe former relerence to the "Sherifl of Sl Mary's Couoty" for brevity

Case Notes

BINGO NOT LOIIERy --Brngo rs nol a lottery Bendet ! ArundelArcna,lnc , ?46 Md. 181,234A2d1t|901)

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. 6 13-2108

Staiutes cu ent lhrough legrstahon effectrve Jtty 1A 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMING - LOCAL
PROY'S'ONS > SUBTITLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

S 13-2108. Bingo -- License term

A l,cense issued under this subtitle is valid for 1 year

History

An Code 1957 art 27 S 25'1ia) 2002. ch. 26. S 2

Annolalions

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Rewsot's note cofipnses infoftnalion relaled to the revisioo by Acts 2002 ch 26

This seclron rs new language derived Mthout substanlrve change from former Arl 27. S 251(a). as il related lo
lhe term of a brngo licen$e. and is ravised for consislency wilh simila. provisions elsewhere in the Code

Research References & Practice Aids

USER NOTE;

For n]o.e generally applicab,e notes, see notes under lhe first sectlon of this part subtitle. lrtle, division or artacle

Annolaled Code ot Maryland

Copynghl 2O2O by Manhe* Bender J'd Cofip€ny hc a memD€. ol the LexlsN€xs Group All ighls reseoed

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md, CRIMINAL LAW COde Ann. 6 I 3-2109

Statuies ciJ.rent tirouqh leorstattcr eflecltve Jd,l 1O ZO2O

MD - Annotated Code of Marytand > CRIMINAL LAW > IITLE 13. cAMtNG -. LOCAL
PROYIS/OAIS > SIJBTITLE 21. ST, MARY'S COUNTY

S l3-2109, Bingo -- Report

Wilhin 15 days after the iast day aulhorized for brngo i.t the iicense a pitncipat officer of the organizatioll
shall flle a report under penatties of periL]ly that certifies

(1)rhat the regurar members of the organrzarion personaly coocucted brngo ar the trnle and place
stated in the applicalion without lhe asststance of gamlnE prcfesSionals

{2)the disposttion oi the cash proceeds of the bj.go: a d

(3)tha1 the organizatior did not pay a premises rental fee to

(i)itself:

{ii)its lrustees:

(iiila comntjtlee of the orga.rrzatton or

(iV)any orgaaizalloa lvho_se n:e4rbers are tire sa.re cr suosla|ltra lv the sa,re as the jcersed
o.ganizalion

History

An Code 1957 ari.27 S 251(c)(7)

Annotations

2. ch 26 2

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Revisofs note cornpflses inlomation retaled to lhe rcvision by Ads 2A02. ch_ 26

This section is nela language derived without substanl,ve change from former Ari 27. S 251(c}{7).
This section is revised as an affirmative requirement to file a report on bingo aclivities .ather than as a mere

prornise to file a report contained in a license application under S 13-2105 of this subtille. to reflecl the duty to file
jnlplicit rn that pronrise and the sanction for fartu,e to file the report under S 13-21 10 of this subtille

ln item (1) of this section. the reference to "gaming' protessionals rs added for clarity and consistency within this
lle

in item {3xlii) of this sectton the teference lo an "organizalion" is substituted for the former reference io a
'licensee' for qonsistency

ANGFI A Bl ONDtftr)

Notes



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. $ 13-2110

Statutes current through legrstatron effective Juiy 10 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 1 3. aAMING - LOCAL
PROY'S'OA'S > SUBTITLE 21. ST. IIIARY'S COUNTY

S 13-21 10. Bingo -- Disqu alificatio n

An organazalion is disqualified trom obtaining a license under this subtatle for 1 year if the organization ,ails
to:

(lIlle the report required under S 13-2109 of this sublltle or

(2)comply w h 55 112103 throuqh 13-2110 of this subtitle

History

An Code 1957. arl 27.S251(e) 2002.ch.26.52

Aonotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Retisot's hote compnses informatton related to the revisDn by Acts 41)L9l:4)

Ihis section rs new language de.ived Mthoul substanti.re change from former Art 27. S 25r(e)

The reference to '[being] disqualfied from obtaining" a lrcense is substiluted for the former reference to
"forfeilling] its ighl lo the issuance of any license for cla.ity

The reterence lo an o.ganzation that "fails" lo lile is substituted for the former reference to an organizalion
'retusing' lo file for consislency

ln item {2) of this seclEn. lhe relerence lo "SS 13-2103 through 13-2'110 of lhis subtitle" is subslrluled for the
former reference to this "section' lo reflect the reorganizatEn of material derived from former Art. 27. S 25'1

Research References & Practice Aids

USER NOTE:

ANGELA BL'JNDINO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. $ 1s-2111

Statutes current through legrstatron effectrve Julv 10 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Marytand > CRIMINAL LAW > rITLE 13. cAMtNc -- LOCAL
PROy'S,O,VS > SUBTTTLE 21. Sr. 

't'ARys 
COUNty

S 13-2111. Gaming events and gaming devices

A qualified organization may hold a gaming event aod rnay operate a gaming device if ao individual or
group of individuals does not:

(1)benelit financially from the ope,atton of the gaming device or

(2lreceave kom the operation of the gaming device any proceeds lor personal use o. benefit

History

An Code 1957 an 27. S 2551d1 2002. ch 26 62

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This RevEo/s note comptises info,malon rclaled lo the revisiofi by Acls 2002. ch. 26

This seclon is new language derived wilhout substanllve change lrom the first sentence ol forrner Art 27. S
2ss(d)

The former reference to "St Marys County" is deleted in l€hl of S 13-2101 of lhis sublitle

The former reference to "conductlingl'a gaming event is deleted as included in the reference to "holdlang]" a
gaming event

ln ite (2 ) of lhis secton lhe former reference to being 'paid' proceeds from the operalion ol a gaming device is
deleted as included in 1ec€iv[ing]'the proceeds

DEF'NED TERMS

"Gaming devrce"

'Garning e!ent"
"Ouahf ied organlzation'

s 13-2101

s 13-2101

s 13-2101

ANGELA BLONOII'IO
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. 6 13-2112

Statules current throLlgh legrslation effective Juty 10 2020

MD. Annotaaed Code ol Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. cAMlNG.- LOCAL
PROvrSrOl/S > SUBTIILE 21. ST. lttARY'S coUNTY

S 1 3-21 12. Gaming events and gaming devices -- Management of operation

['lembers ol the qualified organizahon shall personally manage the operation of the gaming devtce

History

An e 1957. art 27. S255ldlt 2002. ch.26.6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

Th,s Rerrsor's nofe comp.tses nfolmallon rc|aled lo the rcvtsion by Acts ?A02.9h ?a

This seciron rs ne\,, larglage deri\.ied llrlhoui srbslaolrve change frorn llie frtth sanlence of former Ar1 27 S

2551dI

DEFINED TERMS:

"Gamrng devtce" S 13-2101

"Qualifred organizalron' S 13-2101

Research References & Practice Aids

USER NOTE:

For more generally applicable notes. see noles under the lirst seclion ol lhrs part. subiitle. title. divisiofl or a.trcle

(

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.613-2113
Siatu:es cullent lhro,Jgh tegtslatron etfective Jdy fi 2O2A

MD - Annotated Code of Marytand > CRIMINAL LAW > IITLE 1 3. aAMING -- LOCAL
PROY'S/OA'S > SUBNTLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

S 13-2113. camin g events and gaming devices -- Daily use limitation

lf a qualified organization uses a gaming devrce on a daity basjs:

(1)the qualified organization may nol operate more than five gaming devices: and

(2)the prem'ses in which the qualiried organization operales the gamiig device may not contain more
than five gaming devices.

History

An Code 1957. an 27 S255(d): 2402. ch. 26. 5 2

Annotations

N otes

REVISOR'S NOTE

fhis Rertsar's nole compnses tnforma!!oh reiated to lhe revtsion by Acts ZQgLlf- 26

Tllts sectio'l ls new langJage derlved w(hout s,rbstantrve change ton lhe secoid se6tence of for't)e, Art 27 S
255\d\

ln the introducto.y language of this section. the reference to 'a qualified organization lthat] uses a gaming
device'on a dally basjs is new language added lo state exp.essly that which was only implied by the conlexl of
former Art. 27 S 255(d)

ln items 11) and (2) of lhrs section. the foriner reference to a "corporation" operating gaming devices rs deieted
as inc,uded in the refeaence lo an "organizatlon" operating gaming devices

DEFINEO TERMS:

"Gaming devace"

"Qual ied organization"
s'13-2101

s'13-2101

ANGELA BLONDINO



W. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. Q 13-2114

Staiirles curenl tnrough legrslatroll eftect,ve July 10 2020

MD - A,nnotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMING - LOCAL
PROyTSIOTVS > SUBT|rLE2l. Sr. MARyS COU,Vry

S 13-2114. Gaming events and gaming devices -- Proceeds

(a) Allowed uses- -All proceeds from a gaming dev,ce shall be used solely lor the legitimate chantable
benevolent. or tax-exenlpt purposes ol the qual ied organization

(b) Personal benelit prohibited. .-Proceeds from the operaton of a gamrng device may nol be used lo benelll
personally any member of the qualified organizatron

History

An Code 1957. art 27.52551d).2002.ch.26.62

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

fhls Reyrso,.5 nole cofiphses infoonatbn lelated lo the rcviston by Acls 2002. ch. 26

This seclion is new language deraved lvithoul subslantive change from the lhird sentence of former An 27 S

255(d)

ln subseclion (a) of this section. lhe reference lo \ax-exempt" purposes is substiluted for the lormer reference to
"exempt' purposes for clarity The Criminal Law Article Review Cgmmiftee calls this substitution to the atteolion of
the &neral Assembly

ln subsectioo (b) of this seclion the relerence to 'lplroceeds trom the operation of a gaming device'is added fol
clarity

OEFINED TERMS

"Gaming Cevice"

"Oualdied organrzahon"

s 13-2101

s 13-2101

Research References & Practice Aids

ANGELA BtONDIIiO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. 6 13-2115

Statutes c!rrent throirgh teErstatron effedive July 10 2O2O

llD - Annotated Code ot Marytand > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMtNc _ LOCAL
PROVIS'ON'S > SUBTITLE 21. ST, MARY'S COUNTY

$ 13-2115. Gamin g events and gaming devices - Record keeping

(a) Requi,ed. -A qualified organazation sha keep accurate reco.ds of proceeds and expenditures invo'ving
gaming devices

(b) lnspection. -On requesl. a qualifled organizalron shal allow the Slate's Anomey fo, the county a State
Police gfficer. and the sheritl or depuly sheriff to examine the records required under subsection (a) of this
section

History

An Code 1957. a.t 27.52551d1.2@2. ch.26. a2

Annotalions

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Revisot's oote compnses ihlomation ,elated to the revision by Acts 2OOZ. ch. 26.

Thts section is new language derived without substantive change hom the fourh sentence of former Ad. 27, S
255(d)

ln this section, lhe former refe.ence to'books' is deleted as inc.luded in the term "records,.

OEFINED TERMS:

"Gaming devrce"

"Qualified organrzation'

"Sheritf'

s r 3-2101

s 13-2101

s 13-2101

Research References & Practice Aids

ANGELA BTONDINO



Si. l\1,\Rl 's Cor \tI (;oIr.R\rlr_\r

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. ]VIARY'S COUNTY

,v
Jarnes R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael L. He$'in. Commissioner

Todd B. I\{organ. Commissioner
John E. O Connor. Comm issioner

November 3. 2020

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland House of Delegates
Jl0 House OIIice Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 2l 101

Re: St. Mary"s County Gaming Provision - [o amend the St. Mary's County Gaming Provisions
located in $13-2101, $ll-2103. Sl3-2105. $13-2106. $13-2107 and Sl3-2115 ofthe
Criminal Lav' Article

Dear Chairman Morgan

l'he Commissioners of St. Marl''s ('ounty suppon the request to amend the St. Mary's Countl..
Gaming Provisions located in gt3-2101. $13-2103. $13-2105. $13-2106, $13-2107 and gl3-
2l I 5 ol the ('riminal Lznl Article to aulhorize the Cornmissioners to appoint a "Commissioners'
Designee" to govem bingo activities and to issue bingo permits as requested by SheriffTim
Cameron.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the
citizens of St. Mary's Countl'. We look fbnvard to working with you on this and other initiatires
throughout the session.

Sincerely,
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLINTY

,4

,-.'tti^4- / /4r/
tdmes Randy Guy. Presiffit

CS\,IOAB/Sf
l ,( on*n!'2020/ lJ2

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attorney

p.o. Box 653 | cHEsAPEAKE BtilLI)lNc . 41770 B^LDRllxlE s-t., LEoNARDTOIIN' MD 20650
pHoNE 30 | .4?5.4200 'l150 . FAx 3O I .475.4935 ' www.stmarvsmd.com ' CSMC@srvARYsMD.coM

s



James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

ST. M..\RY's CoUNTY GovERNNTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

.r.

,,

House Bill _ - St Mary's County - to amend local
gaming provisions

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Arurapolis, MD 21401

RE: House Bill #: - St Mary's County - to amend local gaming provisions
Hearing on 2o2l

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: _ St Mary's County -
to amend local gaming provisions which is being heard in the
on ,2021.

Committee

We request a favorable report on House Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Dclegate Matthew Morgan
Delegatc Ccrald Clark
Dclegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Cornmissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, Counry Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC . 4I770 BALDRID,GE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 i FAx 301.475.4935 r rv$ u,.stmar-vsld.qa4 . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM

Cc



ST. MARY,S CoUNTY Go\TRNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

( of \-/.,
--- .,r. L

?:'ffil:i
lr;rli

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

Johr.r E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St Mary's County - to amend
gaming provisions

SUPPORT

2021

Senator Chair
Committee

Senate Bill #: - St Mary's County - to amend local gaming provisions
Hearing on _, 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Senate Bill #: _ St Mary's County -
to amend local gaming provisions which is being heard in the Committee
on 2021

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

RE

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delcgatc Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioncr John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Wciskopf, County Attomey

P,o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 41770 BALDRIDCE ST,. LEONARDTOWN. MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . rvu'u.stman srrtd.com . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM

West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Amapolis, MD 21401

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We supporl the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.





JOINT MEETING
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGTSLATT\T DELEGATToN AND CoMMTssIoNERS oF ST. MARy's CouNTy

OCTOBER 6.2020.rr 6:00 p.lr.
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septerlber 22 Legislative Proposals will be presenled to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

Septernber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.n
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Cornmissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation ar 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQUESToR: CoMMIssIoNER JoHN o'coNNoR AND coMMIssIoNER ERIC coLvIN

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, P.O. Box 653,LEoNARDrowN, MD 20650

TELEPHoNE: 301-475-4200

ENtAIl.: JOHN.OCONNOR @STMARYSMD.COM
ER-rC.COLvrN@STMARYSMD.CONT

Suslrcr Mrrron: TO REQUEST THAT THE COMMISSIONERS BE GRANTED
AUTHORITY TO DESIGNATE ON WHICH ROADS GOLF CARTS ARE
EXEMPT FRONI MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRAION REQUIREMENTS
IN ST. MARY'S COUNTY AND TO AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMtrNT
OF RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THEIR OPERATION

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: Maryland Annotated Code: Transportation Article $ 21 - 104.3

FISCAL IMPACT: YEs No X AMoUNT: N/A

Request: to amend $ 21- 104.3 of the Transportation Article to authorize the Commissioners to designate
on which county roads golf carts are exempt from motor vehicle registration requirements in St. Mary's
County and to authorize the establishment ofrules and regulations goveming the operation of golf carts
on county roads located in St. Mary's County

$ 21-104.3. Person operating golfcart on highway; community of Golden Beach Patuxent Knolls, AND
DESIGNATED COUNTY HIGHWAYS N St. Mary's County.

(a) Rights and duties. -- A person who operates a golfcart on a county highway in the community of
Golden Beach Patuxent Knolls. AND DESICNATED COLII{TY HIGHWAYS IN St. Mary's County,
without registration as authorized under $ l3-402(c)(12) of this article:
( I ) May operate the golf cart only:
(i) On a county highway on which the maximum posted speed limit does not exceed 35 miles per hour;
(ii) Between dawn and dusk; and
(iii) If the golfcart is equipped with lighting devices as required by the Administration;
(2) Shall keep the golfcart as far to the right of the roadway as feasible; and
(3) Shall possess a valid driver's license.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM



(b) Designatiou of permissible county highways. - THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S
COUNTY St, Mary's e eunty Departmert ef Publie Work^ and Transportatien:

(i) may designate the county highways in the community of Golden Beach Patuxent Knolls AND
IN ST. MARY'S COLINTY on which a person may operate a golf cart.

(ii) SHALL ESTABLISH RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE OPERATION OF GOLF
CARTS ON COLINry ROADS LOCATED IN ST. MARY'S COUNTY.

SuBMrr BY AUGUST 26,2020 ro:

CoMMrssIoNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEONARDToWN MARYI-AND 20650
csm . col1t

MATT NIoRGAN, DELEGATE
DrsTRrcT 29A, ST. MARY's Cour.-ry
310 HousE OFrrcE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
lnatt.morgan(aihouse.state.md.us

AND



Md. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. Q 21-104.3

Statutes current through legislation effective October 1, Z02O

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > TRANSPORTATION > TITLE 21. VEHICLE LAWS -- RULES
OF THE ROAD > SUBTITLE 1. DEFINITIONS; GENERAL PROY,s,o,vs

S 21-104.3. Person operating golf cart on highway; community of Golden
Beach Patuxent Knolls, St. Mary's County.

(a) Rights and duties. -A person who operates a golf cart on a county highway in the community oI Gotden
Beach Patuxent Knolls, St. Mary's County, without registration as authorized under S 13402(cX12) of this
article:

(1)May operate the golt carl only:

(i)On a county highway on which the maximum posted speed limit does not exceed 35 miles per
hour:

(ii)Between dawn and dusk; and

(iiillf the golf cart is equipped with lighting devices as required by the Administration;

(2)Shall keep the golf cart as far to the right ot the roadway as feasible; and

(3)Shall possess a valid driveis license.

(b) Designation of permissible county highways. -the St. Mary's County Department of Public Works and
Transportation may designate the county highways in the community of Golden Beach Patuxent Knolls on
which a person may operate a golf cart.

History

2017 ch. 710: 2018 chs. 174. 175

Annotations

Notes

EFFECT OF AllENDMEttlTS. -
Chapters 174 and 175, Acts 2018, effective June 1, 2018, made identical changes. Each substituted "S 13-
402(cX12)'lor'S 13-402(cX13)' in the inkoductory language of (a).

EDITOR'S NOTE. -
, provides thal the act shall take effect October 1, 2017Section 2 ch.710 Acts 2017

ANGELA BLONDINO



Sr. N{.rR} 's Cor'\T} GovER\luE\r

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

1.ffi ?

James R. Guy. President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hervitt. Commissioner
Todd B. N{organ, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

),Jolcnrber -i. l0l0

The Honorable Mattherv Morgan
N4a4,land House of Delegates
I 10 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis. MD 2l 401

Re: To request amendment of $21-101.3 of rhe Tronsporrarion A icleof the Annotated ('ode of
Maryland to authorize the Commissioners of St. Mary's County to designate on which
roads golf carts are exempt from motor vehicle registration requirements in St. Mar1.'s
County and to authorize the establishment ofrules and regulations goveming their
operation

The Commissioners of St. Mary's Counrl'support the requesr to amend of $21- 104.3 of rhe
Trunsportation Article ol lhe Annotated t'ode of lt'[an'lantl to authorize the Commissioners of St.
Mar5"s County to designate on which roads golfcarts are exempt from motor vehicle registration
requirements in St. Mary's County and to authorize the establishment of rules and regulations
goveming the operation of golf carts on roads located in St. Mary's County, as requested by
Commissioner John O'Connor and Commissioner Eric Colvin.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the
citizens olSr. Mary's County. We look tbrrvard to rvorking with you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerely.
croMyrs

t ,741ta"

James Randv Guv. President

CSMC/AB/sl
I:/Consent/2020/150

P.o. Box 653 . CHES,\PEAKE t]LILDINO . 4I 770 BAI DRIDCE ST.. I-LONARDI.OWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301 .475.4200 11350 . FAx 301 4?5 4935 . $ ww.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@SI MARYSMD.CoM

SIoNERS OF ST. MARY'S COIINTY

Dear Chairman lvlorgan :



Page 2
The Honorable Matthew Morgan
November 3. 2020

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Comnrissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Iv{organ
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. Countl' Adrninistrator
David Weiskopf, County Attorne).

p,o Box 653 . c[ ESAPEAK I BUILDTNC . 4 i 770 BAr,r]Rltx;r, s r., LEo)rARl)rowN, MD 20650
pHoNE i01 .4?5.4200 * ll50 . lAx 301.41-5.J935 . *ww.stmarvsmd.con . CS[4C@sTr.tAR! sMn.corvl



ST. M.LR\''s CorNTY GoVER\!rENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

House Bill _ - St. Mary's County - Motor
Vehicle Registration - Exception for Golf Carls

SUPPORT

2021

Committee
House Office Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE House Bill #: _ St. Mary's County - Motor Vehicle Registration - Exception
for Golf Carts
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County
- Motor Vehicle Registration - Exception for Golf Carts which is being heard in the

Committee on , 2021.

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COT]NTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Dclegatc Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegatc Brian Crosby
Commissioncr E.ic Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd N4organ
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, Counry Aftomey

Cc

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAKE BUILDINc . 41770 BALDRIDGE sr., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 3O 1.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 r $ $ \\'.stman'smd.conr ' CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM
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ST. NIARY's CoUNTY GoVEP.\NTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

.5
+1 James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ - St. Mary's County -
Motor Vehicle Registration - Exception for Golf

SUPPORT

2021

Senator , Chair
Committee

RE Senate Bill #: _ St. Mary's County - Motor Vehicle Registration - Exception
for Golf Carts
Hearing on _, 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County suppofi Senate Bill #: 

- 
St. Mary's County -

Motor Vehicle Registration - Exception for Golf Carts which is being heard in the

Committee on ,2021 .

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this

tegislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLTNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthcw Morgan
Dclegatc Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rcbecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

(c

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 41770 BALDRIDCE sr., LEoNARDTo\tN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301 .475.4935 ' \i1r \\ .stnlan'llrd.cot]l ' CSMC@STMARYSMD CoM

"Ji rrIffi

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARY'S CoUNTY LEGISLATI1T DELEGATI0N AND COMMTSSIONERS OF ST. MARY,S COUNTY

OCTOBER 6.2020 Ar 6:00 P.Nt.

41770 BALDRIDGf, STREET, LEONARDTOWN, MARYLAND

REQIIESToR: BREToN BA}'GOLF & COTINTRY CLI-,B

ADDRESS: 21935 SocrEry HILL RoA-D, Leoxanototl'..-, NID 20650

TELEPHoNE: 30 l-475-3068
EMAIL: ADMIN.BRETONB.{Y@MD.METROCAST.NET

SSBJE6T MATTER: The water management pond located in Breton Bay Community is in need of repair.

The state has required this pond (Dam) be fixed. This pond allows for substantial drainage for the

residential neighborhood and also serves as a vital water source to the community golfcourse.

Additionally, the pond provides a place to accept affluent water from Metcom. If the rvater management

pond is not repaired, there would be major consequences for both the neighborhood and the golfcourse
and a loss ofchannel protection resulting in an increased sediment load into Cherry Cove Creek and

Breton Bay.

Breton Bay Golf & Country Club is seeking assistance from the county to facilitate the completion of the

repair project. The country club has sponsored local schools' golf teams to provide free practice facilities

and hosts charitable gotf toumaments for the last 50+ Years. The repair of this water management pond is

extremely important to the future success of the Breton Bay community and the Breton Bay Golf &
Country Club.

LEGTSLATIVE REFERENCE (rF KNowN): Annotated Code Article $

Code of St. Mary's County: Chapter _
AMoL,T,IT:

Rf,QUEST (continue on separate sheet, if necessary):

SUBMTT BY AUGUST 26,20211"IOI

FrscAL lMPAcr: YEs No

CoNINIIssIONf,RS OF ST. MAR}.,S COUNTY

41770 BALDRIDGE STREET

P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650

NIATT NIoRGAT-, DEL EG.{TE

DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S COUNTY

310 Ho[sE OFFtcE Bl. lLDl\G
6 BI,ADEN STNEUT

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Cornmissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septeurber 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Cornmissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

AND



Marvland General Assemblv Lesislative Bond Initiative Request Forrn
fuq1ect Name Breton Bay Pond/Dam Repair and

Reconstruction
Amount Requested: $7 50.000.00

Contact Per son Plo ect Location St. Mary's

Name: Kevin McCleaf'

Addi'ess 21935 Society Hill Road, Leonardtown, MD 20650

Phone Number : 301-425-3068

Email: odmin.bretonbay@md.metrocas t.net

Legai Name of Recinient (If a corporation, please give name exactly as it appears in the Articles of
Incorporation as registered with the State Department of Assessments and Taxation):

Breton Bay Recreation, Inc

Leeal Status of Rcciprent (e.g., corporatron. local government)

Corporalion

If the recinient is a non-sovernmental entitv. i it govelned bv

Boatd of Tlustees

Address of Ploiect and Recipient (If plo1ect antl recipient bave different adclress, rnclutle both)

21935 Sociery tlill Road, Leonartltown, MD 20650

Brieflv descrrbe the putpose and leason fol thc pr'()1ect:

The f aler monogenrcnt pontl/tltrnt located in Breton Bay Cornmunil r- is in need of repctir ond
recon.ttrttclion. The slote hos requiretl this pontl/clom be./'ired. This ponct/clttrn allotvs fbt' substantial
drainage /or the residentiol neighborhood and olso seryes os a vital woter soltrce to the tonmunity
golf course. Adtlitionally, the pond/dam prot'ides a place to crtcept aflluent water fi-ont Metc'otn. lf
the wdter mqnogement porul/dam is not repaired, there v,'ould be ntajor consequences.for hoth the
neighbc-,rhood and the goll uturse antl a loss of channel protettion resulting in on increased
sedimenl load into Cherry Cove Creek and Breton Bay.

Amount of Matchine Fund:

Equal matchlttrrs also inclutles an arnount higher than that of the bond requested)

Unequal match (less than the amount of the bond requested)

Amount of unequal match:

No match

Type of N'Iatchins Fund
Money

Real ploper ty

In kind (e.g.. donated selvrces)

Funds expended before June 1

Does the proiect or recipient have an leligious affiliation ol involvement?

{

Yes 1\O{

J7 Bou"d of Directols

l-l o,n"r. If other, piease explain:

Ir
Please list the year of any previous bond bills ol inrtiatives.
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ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

DEPARTMENTOF'
PUBLIC WORKS & TRANSPORTATION
John DeatricK, P,8., AICP, LEED BD+C
Director

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewiq Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

September I 1, 2020

Delegate Man Morgan, Chairman
St. Mary's County Legislative Delegation
Maryland House of Delegates
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Breton Bay Dam (MD Str lO #475)
Support Letter

Oear Delegate Morgan,

The Pond on Breton Bay Golf Course was completed in 1970 and the sunounding residential lots
were developed soon thereafter. The pond has served as an amenity for Society Hill Community and Breton
Bay Golf Course. Maryland Department of Environment (MDE) has issued a Notice of Violation which
requires the dam to be either repaired or breached. The board members of the Breton Bay Golf Course seek
to repair the dam as it stores water which is used for keeping other smaller ponds on the course full but that
is not the only benefit that the pond provides.

The pond serves as a water storage device by capturing runoff from the surrounding area and
storing it which will be used as irrigation later. This method is known as rainwater harvesting and comnxcnly
used as a stormwater management device under the current design standards. Rainwater harvesting is
labeled as a M-1 device in Chapter 5 of the Maryland Stormwater Management Design Manual, a
supplement to COMAR 26. 1 7.02.01-1 B.

The pond will also help with channel erosion downstream from the outfall point of the dam. The
volume of water that the pond capturcs will reduce how much water is released over the duration of a storm
event. A tributary of Cherry Cove Creek extends from the tidal waters up to the outlet of the dam and much
of soil types along the tributary are prong to orosion. Regulating the runoff release rate reduces the
sedimenl movement along/from the stream banks and channel while uncontrolled runoffwould adversely
impact the creek and the Breton Bay.

DPW&T is in support the dam reconslruction effort as thas feature assisls in environmental integrity
as well as providing a water resource that would otheMise be removed if the dam were to be breached.

I trust you will choose in favor of the dam reconstruction funding but if you have any questions,
please don't hesitate to contact me ((301) 47H200, ext 73510).

Res lly,

E., A|CP, EO BO+C

P.O. Box 508. ARNoLD EUILDING . ,14825 sr. ANDREWS CHURCH RoAD. CALIFoRNIA, MD 206I9
PHoNE 301.475-4200 . FAx 301.863-88 l0 . www.stmarysmd.com

UU:



.- !'oj-rr '.

sT. lltARr 's cotii\Tr GovERl{lrE\T $' '# *.,.. James R. Gur. l'resident
- r.- .-tii,..'- ',?l [:ric Colvin. Comnrissioner

COMMISSIONERS OF r TimI ! rri.hJi- H;,,i;;.(onrn,ssi(,,,c,

sr. MARY'S COUNTY T"il ,"i'"'l?,Ifii:l :il#:::::::

September 19. 2020

l'he Honorable Manhew Morgan
lVtaryland I louse of Delegates
3 l0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: [o rcquesl a bond bill in the amount of $750.000 to repair/reconstruct the \r'ater
management pond/dam in Breton Bay

Dear Chairman Morgan

lhe Commissioners of St. Mary's Countl.'support the bond bill requesr in lhe amounr of
$750.000 to assist in the repair/reconstruction ofthe tvater management pond/dam in Breton Bay
as requested br- the Breton Bay Golf and Country Club.

\\'e appreciate the introduction of this legislation and beli*'e this legislation w'ill benefit the
citizens of St. Mar)"s County. We look fbru ard to working rvith you on this and other initiatives
throughLrut the scssion.

Sincerell.

;##::"d*] 
" ^."' co'l rNr Y

cs\lc;Al].rst'
I r'( onsenulo2o'l1l

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Heuitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0'Connor
f)r. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. CounB Atlome)

P.O. lro\ 65f . IllljsAPt AKt Ilt'll Dlli(, ' 41770 BAI I)lilt\ii: s 1.. I H)liAl(DIo\lN. Mt) 10650
pI()Nr 301 .J75.4200 i I I50 . F^r j0l .475..1915 . !:!){:$J.Uarvsmd.com . CSIUC@S]'IiARYSMU.(0M



ST. NIAR\''s CouxrY Govrnrylroxr

COMMISSIONERS OF
.-. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

_+'

'

,,t, James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Cc

Bond Bill Request - St Mary's County -
Breton Bay Golf and Country Club

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate . Chair
Commiltee

llouse Olfice Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Rh: Bond Bill Request - St Mary's County - to request a bond bill to assist in the
repair/reconstruction of the Breton Bay water managentent pond/dam
Hearing on .2021

Dcar Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the Bond Bill request of Breton Bay
Golf and Country Club to assist in the repair/reconstruction ofthe Breton Bay water management
pond/dam as requested by the Breton Bay Golfand Country Club.

We request a favorable report on this Bond Bill. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would beneflt the citizer.rs of St. Mary's County, Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIOn*ERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy. President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0 Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Adrninistrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC ' 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST.. LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
PHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301 .475.4935 r urr}'.stmarysnd.com . CSMC@STMARYSi\4D.CoiV



,.*\
JST. MARY,S CoI]NTY GovERNNTEN.T

COMMISSIONERS OF

- ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Heu'itt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ Bond Bill Request -
St. I\{ary's County - Breton Bay Golf and

Country Club

SUPPORT

(e

ln) 1

Senator . Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Bond Bill Request - St Mary's County - to request a bond bill to assist in the
repair/reconstruction ofthe Breton Bay water managcment pondidam
Hearing on ,o) I

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the Bond Bill request of Breton Bay
Golf and Country Club to assist in the repair/reconstruction of the Breton Bay water managcment
por.rd/dam as requested by the Bretor.r Bay Colf and Country Club.

We request a tavorable report on this Bond Bill. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIOT',,*ERS OF ST. MARY'S COUIr-TY

Jarnes Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delcgate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopi County Attomey

P.O, BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDIN"C ' 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 r wu.u,.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC({gSTMARYSMD.coM

ffi





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

Jor.,rr MEETTNG

ST. MARV'S Cot NTy LEGTSLATryE DELEGATToN AND CoMMlsstoNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy
OCTOBER 6.2020.rr 6:00 p.lt.

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, Lnoxlnorowx, MARYLAND

August 16 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 21 - Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Septernber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact informrtiotr prior to the meetings to participate.

RxeuEsroR: ALCoHoL BEVERAGE BoARD oF ST. MARy's CouNTy - R. CHRrsropHER BEAVER, ATToRNEY
& TAMARA HILDEBRAND, ADMINISTRATOR

ADDRESS: 41650 TriDoR HALL R-D., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650

TELEPHoNE: 301-475-4200 x 71600
EMAIL: TAMARA.HILDEBRAND@STMARYSMD.COM

SI]BJECT MATTER: NEW LEGISLATION

LEcrsLArIvE REFERENcE (Ir KNowN): Annotated Code: A]p[g[gi3yiI3 !g!9 S 28-404
Code of St. Mary's County: Chapter _

FrscAL IMpAcr: YES _X No _ AMoUNT: APPRox REVENUE $650/DISTILLERY

REQUEsT (continue on s€parate sheet, if necessary):

Amendment of Title 28 of Division 2 of the Alcoholic Beverages Article for the issuance of permits to Class I

distillery license holders allowing for the sale of mixed drinks on-premises.

Proposed Bill is attached.

SuBMrr BY AUGUST 26,2020 ro:

CoMMrssloNERs oF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
41770 BALDRTDGE STREf,T
P.O. Box 653
LEoNAR-DToWN MARYLAND 20650
csmc@stmarvsmd.com

MATT MoRcAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY's CoI,INTY
310 HoUsE OFFICE BUILDINC
6 BLADEN STREET

ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matl.morgan@house.slate.md.us

AND



Proposed Bill
L2

By: St. Mary's County Delegation
Introduced and read first time: ,202t

1

Committee Report:
House action:
Read second time: ,202r

CHAPTER 

-AN ACT concerning

St. Mary's County - Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site Consumption Permit

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARI'I-AND,
That the Laws of MaryIand read as foliows:

Article - Alcoholic Beverages

t7 28-404.

18 (A) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION, THE BOARD

2

3 FOR the purpose of establishing an on-site consumption permit for the holder of a Class 1

4 Distillery license in St. Mary's County authorized by Section 2-2O2(l) of MD Code,

5 Alcoholic Beverages, D. I, T. 2, Subt. 2; authorizing the sale of certain drinks under
6 the permit in a certain manner; establishing an annual fee for the permit; providing
7 for the application of certain provisions in St. Mary's County; and generally relating
8 to alcoholic beverages in St. Mary's County.

BY adding to
Article - Alcoholic Beverages
Section 28-404
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2016 Volume and 2019 Supplement)

o

10
11

12

13

t4
15

16

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MAT,TER ADDED TO DOSTING LAW

[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlinins indicates amendments to bill-
Str*€a11t indicatea matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by amendment.

Assigned to: 

-



1 MAY ISSUE TO A HOLDER OF A CLASS 1 DISTILLERY LICENSE A PERMIT
2 THAT ALLOWS FOR THE SALE OF MD(ED DRINKS MADE FROM LIQUOR
3 WHICH LICENSE HOLDER PRODUCES THAT IS MD(ED WITH OTHER
4 NONALCOHOLIC INGREDIENTS FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION
5 ASAUTHORIZEDBYSECTION 2-202 OF THISARTICLE.

6 (B) (1) THE PERMIT HOLDER MAY NOT USE MORE THAN AN
7 AGGREGATE OF SE\IEN THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED, FIFTY (7,750)
8 GALLONS ANNUALLY OF LIQUOR THAT LICENSE HOLDER PRODUCES FOR
9 MD(ED DRINKS SOLD UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION.

10 (2) THE PERMIT HOLDER SHALL:

11 (r) coMpl-yWTTHTHEALCOHOLAWARENESS
12 REQUIREMENTS UNDER SECTION 4-505 OF THIS ARTICLE; AND

13 (II) ABIDE BYALL APPLICABLE TRADE PRACTICE
14 RESTRICTIONS.

(C) APPLICATIONS FOR THE PERMIT MAY NOT BE MADE NOT
LESS THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS BEFORE THE DAY ONWHICH THE
PERMIT IS TO TAKE EFFECT.

18 (D) THE ANNUAL PERMIT FEE IS $650.00.

19 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
20 Effect October 1,2027.

15
16
t7

Page 3 of3
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. iVIARY'S COUNTY

-,J,

ririr ' t
try

Jarnes R. Gu1'. President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael L. llewitt. Comrn issioner

'l'odd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Septenrber 19. 1020

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland House of Delegates
3 l0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street

Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Sr. Mary''s County - Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site Consumption Permit to arnend Tirle 28

of the Alrtthot Bcreroge.r Article lo allou issuance of permits to Class I distillery license

holders

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the amendmenl of Title 2E of the Alcohol

Beterages Article to allow issuance of permits to Class I disrillery license holders allorving lbr

the sale"of mixed drinks on premises as requested by the Alcohol Beverage Board of St. Mar-r's

County'.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens oiSt. Mary's County. We look tbrward to working with you on this and other initiatives

throughout the session.

Sincerell',
CO ISSIONERS OF ST. It,lARY'S COUN'IY/tu/
amcs Randl' Guy. President

(-S!l( AIl,sl'
i :'Conscnt,l 20'l.ll

Cc: Senator Jack BaileY
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian CrosbY

Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michacl Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator

David WeiskoPf, CountY Attomel'

P.o. Box 653 ' ctlEsAPEAliE EtrlLDltic ' 41770 BALDRIDcE s r'' r'EoNARD'rowN' MD 20650

,uo"i :ot.+rs.aloo r 1350 ' FAx 301 475 4935 ' wwr'r''sl$arysmd com ' cSMc@S TMARYSMD CoM



Sr. Mlnv's CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

t'ffir.
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

House Bill _ - St Mary's County - Alcoholic
Beverages - On-Site Consumption Permit

SUPPORT

,2021

Delegate , Chair
(lommittce

House Ofiice Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE House Bill #'. 

-- 

St Mary's County - Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site

Consumption Permit
Hearing on 2021

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: 

- 
St Mary's County -

Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site Consumption Permit which is being heard in the

Comnrittee on 2o2t

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLINTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegale Brian Crosby
Commissioner Edc Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgctl, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County AttomeY

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

PHoNE301.475.4200*l350.FAx30l.475.4935rwww.stmarvsmd.com.CSMC@STMARYSMD.CoM

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter'

Cc

Dear Chairman 

-:



Sr. Mlnv's CoUNTY GovERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Senate Bill 

- 

- - St Mary's County - Alcoholic
Beverages On-SiteConsumptionPermit

SUPPORT

2021

Senator Chair
Committee

West
N4iller Senate Office Building
1 I Bladen Street
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARY'S COUNTY LEGISLATTVE DELEGATION AND COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

OCTOBER 6,2020 Ar 6:00 p.Nr.

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 Legislative Proposals will be presenled to the Commissioners at theiriegular ni.eiing at l:oo a.rn.

Septernber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their re'gular meeting at 9:00 a.m
october 6 Joint Public Meeting with commissioners and St. Mary's County Deleiation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given \llEBEX contact informetion prior to the meetingJto participate.

REQUESToR: COMMISSIoNER ERIC CoLVIN

ADDRESS: 41770 B.{LDRTDGE SrREEr, p.O. Box 653, LEoNARDrowN, MD 20650

TELEPHoNE: 301-475-4200

ERIC.COLVIN @srMARysMD.coMElrarl:

SUBJECT MATTER: TO REQUEST THAT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS AND
VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUADS IN ST. MARY'S COUNTY BE EXEMPT
FROM PAYING RECORDATION TAX

LEGISLATIVE REIERENCE: $ 12-f08 of the Tax Property Article of the,4 nnotated Code of Maryland

FrscAL INrpAcr: YEs_No X AMouNT: N/A

REQUEST: To amend S l2-r08 ofthe Tax property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland to
exempt volunteer Fire Departments and volunteer Rescue Squads in St. Mary's county from
paying Recordation Tax

(a) Transfeis to public. --
(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, an instrument of writing is not subject to
recordation tax, if the instrument of writing transfers property to or grants a security interest to:

(i) the United States;
(ii) the State;
(iii) an agency of the State; or
(iv) a political subdivision in the State; or

(2) The Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City or the governing body of a county may impose, by
law, the recordation tax uniformly on all instruments of writing that secure repayment of debt created
by the sale of bonds authorized under Title 12, Subtitle 1 of the Economic Development Article.

(b) Liens on vehicles and vessels. -- A security agreement is not subject to recordation tax, if the security
agreement is:

(1) on a vehicle and is perfected by filing with the Motor Vehicle Administration; or
(2) on a vessel and is perfected by filing with the Department of Natural Resources.



(c) Transfers between relatives. --
(1) When property is transferred subject to a mortgage or deed of trust, the recordation tax does not
apply to the principal amount of debt assumed by the transferee, if the instrument of writing transfers
the property from the transferor to a:

(i) spouse or former spouse;
(ii) son, daughter, stepson, or stepdaughter;
(iii) parent or stepparent;
(iv) son-in-law, daug hter-in-law, stepson-in-law, or stepdaughter-in-law;
(v) parent-in-law or stepparent-in-law;
(vi) brother, sister, stepbrother, or stepsister;
(vii) grandchild or stepgrandchild;
(viii) grandparent or stepg randparent; or
(ix) domestic partner or former domestic partner.
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(i) To qualify as a domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submit evidence

of a domestic partnership.
(ii) To qualify as a former domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submit
evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership.

(3) The exemption under paragraph (.1) of this subsection for transfers to a domestic partner or former
domestic partner of the transferor applies only to an instrument of writing for residential property.

(d) Transfers between spouses. --
(1) An instrument of writing that transfers property between the following individuals is not subject to
recordation tax:

(i) spouses or former spouses; or
(ii) domestic partners or former domestic partners.

(2)
(i) To qualify as a domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submit evidence

of a domestic partnership.
(ii) To qualify as a former domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submlt

evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership.
(3) The exemption under paragraph (1) of this subsection for transfers between domestic partners or

former domestic partners applies only to an instrument of writing for residential property.

(e) Supplemental instruments. -- A supplemental instrument of writing is not subject to recordation tax

except to the extent that:
(1) actual consideration is payable on the supplemental instrument of writing; or
(2) the amount of unpaid outstanding principal debt is increased by the supplemental instrument of
writing.

(fl Previously recorded instrument. -- An instrument of writing previously recorded is not subject to
recordation tax when the instrument or a counterpart is recorded in another county or in the same county.

(g) Refinancing instrument. --
(1) ln this subsection, "original mortgagor" includes:

(i) a person that assumed a debt secured by real property that the person purchased and paid

the recordation tax on the consideration paid for the property;
(ii) a person that received the property from the original mortgagor under a deed that was

exempt from recordation tax under subsection (p) or (y) of this section; and

(iii) the trustee of an inter vivos trust if the trustee or the settlor of the trust originally assumed

or incurred the debt secured by the mortgage or deed of trust.



(2) A mortgage or deed of trust is not subject to recordation tax to the extent that it secures the
refinancing of an amount not greater than the unpaid principal amount secured by an existing
mortgage, indemnity mortgage, or deed of trust at the time of refinancing if the mortgage or deed of
trust secures the refinancing of real property that is:

(i) being refinanced by the original mortgagor or by the original mortgagor and, if applicable,
the spouse of the original mortgagor; or
(ii) being refinanced by the settlor of an inter vivos trust if the mortgage or deed of trust is

given by a trustee of the trust.
(3) To qualify for an exemption under paragraph (2) of this subsection an original mortgagor or agent
of the original mortgagor shall include a statement in the recitals or in the acknowiedgment of the
mortgage or deed of trust, or submit with the mortgage or deed of trust, an affidavit under oath,

signed by the original mortgagor or agent of the original mortgagor, stating:
(i) that the person is the original mortgagor or agent of the original mortgagor; and

(ii) the amount of unpaid outstanding principal of the original mortgage, indemnity mortgage,

or deed of trust that is being refinanced.
(4) A statement under paragraph (3) of this subsection by an agent of the original mortgagor shall

state that the statement:
(i) is based on a diligent inquiry made by the agent with respect to the facts set forth in the

statement; and
(ii) is true to the best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the agent

(h) Mechanic's liens or crop liens. -- An instrument of writing of a mechanic's lien or crop lien that relates to
farm products or equipment used in farming operations is not subject to recordation tax.

(i) Mortgages. --
(1) ln this subsection, "purchase money mortgage" or "purchase money deed of trust" means a

mortgage or deed of trust that:
(i) is given by the transferee of real property with respect to the property purchased;

(ii) is delivered as part of the same transaction as the instrument of writing that transfers the

property purchased and that is subiect to the recordation tax;

(iii) recites on its face that it secures, in whole or in part, the purchase money for the property

or otherwise recites on its face that it is a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed

of trust;
(iv) is fully executed within 30 days of the date that the instrument of writing transferring the

property is fullY executed; and
(v) is recorded no later than 30 days after the date that the instrument of writing transferring

the property is duly recorded.
(2) For the purpose of this subsection, the date that an instrument is fully executed is the later of:

(i) the date of the last acknowledgment; or
(ii) the date on the instrument of writing.

(3) A purchase money mortgage or a purchase money deed of trust is not subject to recordation tax.

0) Assignments of mortgages and deeds of trust. -- An assignment of a moftgage or deed of trust is not

subject to recordation tax.
(k) Uniform Commercial Code security agreements. -- A security agreement filed or recorded under the

Maryland Uniform Commercial Code is not subject to recordation tax:

('t) if it is filed or recorded:
(i) to perfect a security interest in inventory;
(ii) to perfect a security interest in contract rights, general intangibles, or accounts;

(iii) to perfect a security interest in farm products or in equipment used in farming operations;



(iv) to perfect a security interest taken or retained by a seller of collateral to secure all or part
of its price; or
(v) to publicize a lease of goods or fixtures, provided that the security agreement states on its
face that it does not create a security interest; or

(2) if it is filed or recorded with the Depa rtment under S 9-501 (a)(2) of the Com mercial Law Article
(l) Judgments. -- A judgment of a court is not subject to recordation tax
(m) Releases. -- A release is not subject to recordation tax.
(n) order of satisfaction. -- An order of satis{action is not subject to recordation tax.
(o) Participation agreement. -- A participation agreement that shows an interest of a person in a note,
mortgage, or deed of trust that is based on a previously recorded loan to the mortgagor or grantor under a
deed of trust is not subject to recordation tax.
(p) Transfer of business entity property between related business entities. --

(1)
(i) ln this subsection the following words have the meanings indicated.
(ii) "Business entity" means a limited liability company, corporation, limited partnership, or
statutory trust.
(iii) "Owner" means a member, stockholder, limited partner, or beneficial owner of a business
entity.
(iv) "Ownership interest" means a membership interest, stock, limited partnership interest, or
beneficial interest.

(2) An instrument of writing is not subject to recordation tax if the instrument of writing is:
(i) a transfer of title to real property between a parent business entity and its wholly owned
subsidiary business entity or between 2 or more subsidiary business entities wholly owned by
the same parent business entity, if the parent business entity is an original owner of the
subsidiary business entity, or became an owner through gift or bequest from an original owner
of the subsidiary business entity, for:

1, no consideration;
2. nominal consideration; or
3. consideration that comprises only the issuance, cancellation, or surrender of the
ownership interests of a subsidiary business entity;

(ii) an instrument of writing made pursuant to the reorganization of a business entity as
described in 5 368(a) of the lnternal Revenue Code; or
(iii) a transfer of tltle to real property from a subsidiary business entity to its parent business
entity for no consideration, nominal consideration or consideration that comprises only the
issuance, cancellation, or surrender of a subsidiary's ownership interest, where the parent
business entity:

1, previously owned the real propedy;
2. currently owns the ownership interest of the subsidiary and has owned that
ownership interest {or a period greater than 18 months; or
3. acquires the ownership interest of a subsidiary business entity which has been in
existence and has owned the real property for a period of 2 years.

(q) CorPorate, limited Iiability company, or partnership conveyance. -- An instrument of writing that
transfers real property from a corporation, limited liability company, or partnership on its liquidation,
dissolution, or termination is not subject to recordation tax, if the transferee is:

(1) an original stockholder of the corporation, an original member of the limited liability company, or
an original partner of the partnership;



(2) a direct descendant or relative within 2 degrees of an original stockholder of the corporation, an
original member of the limited liability company, or an original partner of the partnership counting by
the civil law method; or
(3) a stockholder, member, or partner who became a stockholder. member, or partner through gift or
bequest from an original stockholder of the corporation, an original member of the limited liability
company, or an original partner of the partnership.

(r) Land installment contracts. -- A land installment contract described in 5 10-101(c) of the Real Property
Article is not subject to recordation tax.
(s) Options to purchase real property. -- An option agreement for the purchase of real property is not
subject to recordation tax.
(t) Deeds for prior contract of sale. -- A deed conveying title to real property is not subject to recordation
tax if recordation tax was paid on a prior contract of sale between the same parties for the real property.
(u) Leases of 7 yea6 or less. -- A lease of 7 years or less, which is not required to be recorded under $ 3- 101

of the Real Propertv Article, is not subject to recordation tax.
(v) Articles of merger not 3ubject to tax. -- Articles of merger or other document which evidences a merger
of foreign corporations are not subject to recordation tax if there is a transfer of real property:

(1) from a parent corporation to its subsidiary corporation;
(2) from a subsidiary corporation to its parent corporation where the parent corporation:

(i) previously owned the real property;
(ii) owns the stock of the subsidiary and has owned that stock for a period greater than 18

months; or
(iii) acquires the stock o{ a subsidiary corporation which has been in existence and has owned

the real property for a period of 2 years; or
(3) from a corporation merging out of existence to its successor corporation where recordation tax

and, if then required to have been paid, transfer tax were paid when the corporation merging out of
existence acquired title to the real property.

(w) Articles of consolidation not subject to tax. -- Articles of consolidation or other documents that
evidence a consolidation of foreign corporations are not subject to recordation tax if recordation tax and, if

then required to have been paid, transfer tax were paid when the corporation consolidating to form a new

corporation acquired title to the real property.
(x) Transfers from cooperative housing corPorations. --

(1) Except as provided in this subsection, an instrument of writing that transfers real property from a

cooperative housing corporation on its termination to an owner of a cooperative interest in the

cooperative housing corporation is not subject to recordation tax if the cooperative housing

corporation consists of single residential units and was established on or before January 1,1970.
(2) The exemption under paragraph (1) of this subsection does not apply to:

(i) the conversion of a cooperative housing corporation to a condominium regime; or
(ii) the transfer of property to a person who:

1. does not occupy the property transferred; or
2. has received the credit allowed under this section for another property transferred

as part of the same corporate termination.
(3) The exemption under paragraph (1) of this subsection shall apply only in a county that:

(i) does not levy a county property transfer tax; or
(ii) has, by law, adopted an exemption from any local transfer tax for property as described in

this subsection.
(y) Transfers from certain entities to limited liability company. --

(1)
(i) ln this subsection the following words have the meanings indicated.



(ii) "Foreign general partnership", "foreign limited partnership,,, ,,foreign limited liability
partnership", "foreign limited liability limited partnership", and "foreign joint venture" mean,
respectively, a partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, limited liability
limited partnership, or joint venture organized or formed under the laws of the United States,
another state of the United States, or a territory, possession, or district of the United States.
(iii) "Predecessor entity" includes a:

1. Maryland general partnership or foreign general partnership;
2. Maryland limited partnership or foreign limited partnership;
3. Maryland limited liability partnership or foreign limited liability partnership;
4. Maryland limited liability limited partnership or foreign limited liability limited
partnership;
5. Maryland joint venture or foreign joint venture; and
6. sole proprietorship.

(iv) "Sole proprietorship" includes an individual who owns an interest in real property in the
individual's name.

(2) An instrument of writing that transfers title to real property from a predecessor entity or a trustee
or nominee of a predecessor entity to a limited liability company is not subject to recordation tax if:

(i)
1. the members of the limited liability company are identical to the partners of the
converting general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability padnership, or
limited liability limited partnership;
2. the members of the limited liability company are identical to the joint venturers of
the converting joint venture; or
3. the sole member of the limited liability company is identical to the converting sole
proprietor;

(ii) each member's allocation of the profits and losses of the limited liability company is
identical to that member's allocation of the profits and losses of the converting predecessor
entity; and
(iii) the instrument of writing that transfers title to real property represents the dissolution of
the predecessor entity for purposes of conversion to a limited liability company_

(z) Certain railroad title transfers. -- Abrogated.
(aa) Transfers involving certain Maryland Stadium Authority affiliates. -- An instrument of writing
pursuant to which the Maryland Stadium Authority transfers title to, or creates a leasehold interest in, real
property is not subject to recordation tax if the transferee or lessee is an Authority affiliate as defined in S 10-
601 of the Economic Development Article.
(bb) Real estate enterprise. --

(1) ln this subsection, "real estate enterprise" means a business conducted by one or more individuals
who own real property, including a sole proprietorship or a tenancy by the entirety, and are principally
involved in buying, selling, leasing, or managing real property.
(2) An instrument of writing that transfers title to real property from the individual or individuals
conducting a real estate enterprise to a limited liability company is not subject to recordation tax if:

(i) the transfer is for no consideration other than the issuance of membership interests in the
limited liability company;
(ii) the members of the limited liability company are identical to the partners of the conveying
real estate enterprise;
(iii) each member's allocation of the profits and losses of the limited liability company is

identical to that member's allocation of the profits and losses of the conveying real estate
enterprise;



(iv) the transfer is part of a discontinuation of the real estate enterprise; and
(v) all real property owned by the individuals and used in the conduct of any real estate
enterprise is being conveyed to a single limited liability company.

(3) An individual's other business interests unrelated to the real estate enterprise and unaffected by
the title transfer to a limited liability company may not affect the individual's ability to claim the
exemption from the recordation tax described in this subsection.
(cc) Transfer of conservation easements and fee simple interests to land trusts. --
(1)

(i) ln this subsection the following words have the meanings indicated.
(ii) "Land trust" means a qualified conservation organization that:

f. is a qualified organization under $ 170(h)(3) of the lnternal Revenue Code and
regulations adopted under that section; and
2. has executed a cooperative agreement with the Maryland Environmental Trust.

(iii) "Conservation easement" means a restriction prohibiting or limiting the use of water or
land areas, or any improvement or appurtenance thereto, described in 5 2-118 ofthe Real

Property Article.
(2) An instrument of writing conveying or assigning a conservation easement to a land trust is not
subject to recordation tax.
(3) An instrument of writing conveying fee simple title to a land trust is not subject to recordation tax
if the land trust files a declaration of intent that the land will be used:

(i) to assist in the preservation of a natural area;
(ii) for the environmental education of the public;
(iii) to conserve agricultural land and to promote continued agricultural use of the land;
(iv) generally to promote conservation; or
(v) for the maintenance of a natural area for public use or a sanctuary for wildlife.

(dd) Transfer of real propertlr from estate. -- An instrument of writing that transfers real property or an
interest in real property from an estate is not subject to recordation tax as provided in 5 9-105(c) of the Estates

and Trusts Article.
(ee) Transfer of real property to or from trust. -- An instrument of writing that transfers real property or an
interest in real property to a trust or from a trust to one or more beneficiaries under the circumstances
specified in E 14.5-1001 of the Estates and Trusts Article is not subject to recordation tax.
(ffl Transfers of residential real propertlr from a certified communigr development financial institution
to immediately preceding mortgagor or grantor and related mortgages or deed of trusts. -- An
instrument of writing that transfers residential real property from a certified community development financial
institution to the immediately preceding mortgagor or grantor of the property under the circumstances
specified ln $ 7-105.1 of the Real Prooerty Article and a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed
of trust related to that transfer are not subject to recordation tax.
(gg) Principal residence surrendered in bankruptcy. -- An instrument of writing that transfers residential
real property is not subject to recordation tax if:

(1) the property is subject to a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed of trust;
(2) the mortgagor filed a petition for bankruptcy under Title 1 '1, Chapter 7 of the United States Code;
(3) the mortgagor filed with the bankruptcy court a statement of intention to surrender the property;
(4) the property was the principal residence of the mortgagor prior to the surrender of the property in

bankruptcy; and
(5) the property is transferred from the mortgagor to the holder of the purchase money mortgage or
purchase money deed of trust.

(hh) lnstruments of writing not subje<t to recordation tax. --



(1) ln this subsection, "Laurel Park racing facility site", "MJC Entities", "Pimlico racing facility site",
"Pimlico site", and "project entities" have the meanings stated in 5 10-60'l of the Economic
Development Article.
(2) An instrument of writing is not subject to recordation tax if the instrument of writing transfers or
grants a security interest in property that is:

(i) located at or within the Laurel Park racing facility site, Pimlico racing facility site, or Pimlico
site and the transfer or grant is by any combination of project entities, MJC Entities, Baltimore
City, an entity designated by Baltimore City, Anne Arundel County, or an entity designated by
Anne Arundel County; or
(ii) the property identified as the Bowie Race Course Training Center under $ 1 1-519 of the
Business Regulation Article that is transferred by the owner of the property to a government
entity.

(iD ST, MARY'S COUNW - TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERW TO OR FROM VOTUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

OR VOLUNTEER RESCUE SQUAD -. AN INSTRUMENT OF WRITING THAT TRANSFERS REAL PROPERTY

OR AN INTEREST IN REAL PROPERTY TO OR FROM A VOTUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT OR VOLUNTEER

RESCUE SQUAD IN ST. MARY'S COUNTY IS NOT SUBJECT TO RECORDATION TAX.

SuBMrr BY AUGUST 26,2020 rol

CoMMTSSIoNERS oF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

4I770 BALDRIDGE STREET

P.O. Box 653
L EoNARDTowN MARYLAT.^ D 20650

csmc(z!stmarvsmd.com

MATT MORGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY's Coui.-TY
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Md, TAX-PROPERTY COde Ann. S 12-108

Statutes currenl through legislation effective October 1, 2O2O

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > TAX - PROPERTy > TTTLE 12. RECORDATTON TAXES

S 12-108. Exemptions from tax.

(a) Transfers to public agency. -
(1)Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, an instrument of writing is not subject to
recordation tax, if the instrument of writing transfers property to or granls a security interest to:

(i)the United States;

(ii)the State;

(iii)an agency of the State; or

(iv)a political subdivision in the State.

(2)The Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City or the governing body of a county may impose, by law,
the recordation tax uniformly on all inslruments of writing that secure repayment of debt created by the
sale of bonds authorized under Title 12, Subtitle 1 of the Economic Development Article.

(b) Liens on vehicles and vessels. --A security agreement is not subject to recordation tax, if the security
agreement is:

(1)on a vehicle and is perfected by filing with the Motor Vehicle Administration; or

(2)on a vessel and is perfected by rlling with the Department of Natural Resources.

(c) Transfers between relatives. --

(1)When property is transferred subject to a mortgage or deed of trust, the recordation tax does not
apply to the principal amount of debt assumed by the transferee, if the instrument of writing transfers
the property from the transferor to a:

(i)spouse or former spouse;

(ii)son, daughter, stepson, or stepdaughler;

(iiilparent or stepparent;

(iv)son-in-law, daughter-in-law, stepson-in-law, or stepdaughter-in-law;

(v)parenLinlaw or stepparenl-in-law;

(vi)brother, sister, stepbrother, or stepsister;

(vii)grandchild or stepgrandchild;

(viii)grandparent or stepgrandparent; or

(ix)domestic partner or former domestic partner.

l2l
(i)To qualify as a domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submil evidence of a
domestic parlnership.

ANGELA BLONDINO
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(ii)To qualify as a former domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submit
evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership.

(3)The exemption under paragraph (1 ) of this subsection for transfers lo a domestic partner or former
domestic partner of the transferor applies only to an instrument of writing for residential property.

(d) Transfers between spouses. -
(1)An instrument of writing that transfers property between the following individuals is not subject to
recordation tax:

(i)spouses or former spouses; or

(ii)domestic partners or former domestic partners.

(2)

(i)To qualify as a domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submit evidence of a
domestic partnership.

(ii)To qualify as a former domestic partner under this subsection, an individual shall submit
evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership.

(3)The exemption under paragraph (1) of this subsection for transfers between domestic partners or
former domestic partners applies only to an instrument of writing for residential property.

(e) Supplemental instruments. -A supplemental instrument of writing is not subject to recordation tax except
to the extent that:

(1)actual consideration is payable on the supplemental instrument of writing; or

(2)the amount of unpaid outstanding principal debt is increased by the supplemental instrumenl of
writing.

(0 Previously recorded instrument. --An instrument of writing previously recorded is not subject to
recordation tax when the instrument or a counterpart is recorded in another county or in lhe same county.

(g) Refinancing instrument. --

(1)ln this subsection, "original mortgagor" includes:

(i)a person that assumed a debt secured by real property that the person purchased and paid the
recordation tax on the consideration paid for the property;

(ii)a person that received the property from the original mortgagor under a deed that was exempt
from recordation tax under subsection (p) or (y) of this section; and

(iii)the trustee of an inter vivos trust if the trustee or the settlor of the trust originally assumed or
incurred the debt secured by the mortgage or deed of trust.

(2)A mortgage or deed of trust is not subject to recordation tax to the extent thal it secures the
refinancing of an amount not greater than the unpaid principal amounl secured by an existing
mortgage, indemnity mortgage, or deed of trust at the time of refinancing if the mortgage or deed of
trusl secures the refinancing of real property that is:

(i)being refinanced by the original mortgagor or by the original mortgagor and, if applicable, the
spouse of the original mortgagor, or

(ii)being refinanced by the settlor of an inter vivos trust if the mortgage or deed of trust is given by a
trustee of the trust.

(3)To qualify for an exemption under paragraph (2) of this subsection an original mortgagor or agent of
the original mortgagor shall include a statement in the recitals or in the acknowledgment of the
mortgage or deed of trust, or submit with the mortgage or deed of trust, an affidavit under oath, signed
by the original mortgagor or agent of the original mortgagor, stating:

ANGELA BLONDINO
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(i)that the person is the original morlgagor or agenl of the original mortgagor; and

(ii)the amount of unpaid outstanding principal of the original mortgage, indemnity mortgage, or
deed of trust that is being refinanced.

(4)A statement under paragraph (3) of this subsection by an agent of the original mortgagor shall state
that the statement:

(i)is based on a diligent inquiry made by the agent with respect to the facts set forth in the
statement: and

(ii)is true to the best of the knowledge, information, and belief of the agent.

(h) Mechanic's liens or crop liens. -An instrument of writing of a mechanic's lien or crop lien that relates to
farm products or equipment used in farming operations is not subject to recordalion tax.

(i) Mortgages. -
(1)ln this subsection, "purchase money mortgage" or "purchase money deed of trust" means a
mortgage or deed of trust that:

(i)is given by the transferee of real property with respect to the property purchased;

(ii)is delivered as part of the same transaction as the instrument of writing that transfers the
property purchased and that is subject to lhe recordation tax;

(iii)recites on its face that it secures, in whole or in part, the purchase money for the property or
otherwise recites on its face that it is a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed of
trusl;

(iv)is fully executed within 30 days of the date that the instrument of writing transferring the
property is fully executed; and

(v)is recorded no later than 30 days after the date that the instrument of writing transferring the
property is duly recorded.

(2)For the purpose of this subsection, the date that an instrument is fully executed is the later of:

(i)the date of the last acknowledgment, or

(ii)the date on the instrument of writing.

(3)A purchase money mortgage or a purchase money deed of trust is not subject to recordation tax.

0) Assignments of mortgages and deeds of trust. --An assignment of a mortgage or deed of trust is not
subject to recordation tax.

(k) Uniform Commercial Code security agreements. -A security agreement filed or recorded under the
Maryland Uniform Commercial Code is not subject to recordation tax:

(1)if it is filed or recorded:

(i)to perfect a security interest in inventory;

(ii)to perfect a security interest in contract rights, general intangibles, or accounts;

(iii)to perfect a security interest in farm products or in equipment used in farming operations;

(iv)to perfect a security interest taken or retained by a seller of collateral to secure all or part of its
price; or

(v)to publicize a lease of goods or fixtures, provided that the security agreement states on its face
that it does not create a security interest; or

(2)if it is filed or recorded with the Department under S 9-501(a)(2) of the Commercial Law Article

(l) J udgments. -A judgment of a court is not subject to recordation tax
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(m) Releases. -A release is not subjecl to recordation tax.

(n) Order of satisfaction. -An order of satisfaction is not subject to recordation tax.

(o) Participation agreement. -A participation agreement that shows an interest of a person in a note,
mortgage, or deed of trust that is based on a previously recorded loan to the mortgagor or grantor under a deed
of trust is not subject to recordation tax.

(p) Transfer of business entity property between related business entities. -
(1)

(i)ln this subsection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(ii)"Business entity" means a limited liability company, corporalion, limited partnership, or statutory
trust.

(iii)"Ownei' means a member, stockholder, limited partner, or beneficial owner of a business entity.

(iv)"Ownership interest" means a membership interest, stock, limited partnership interest, or
beneflcial interest.

(2)An instrument of writing is not subject to recordation tax if the instrument of writing is:

(i)a transfer of title to real properly between a parent business entity and its wholly owned
subsidiary business entily or between 2 or more subsidiary business entities wholly owned by the
same parent business entity, if the parent business entity is an original owner of the subsidiary
business entity, or became an owner through gift or bequest from an original owner of the
subsidiary business entity, for:

1.no consideration;

2.nominal consideration; or

3.consideration that comprises only the issuance, cancellation, or surrender of the ownership
interests of a subsidiary business entity;

(ii)an instrument of writing made pursuant to the reorganization of a business entity as described in

S 368(a) of the lnlernal Revenue Code; or

(iii)a transfer of title to real property from a subsidiary business entity to its parent business entity
for no consideration, nominal consideration or consideration that comprises only the issuance,

cancellatjon, or surrender of a subsidiary's ownership interest, where lhe parent business entity:

l.previously owned the real property;

2.cunently owns the ownership interest of the subsidiary and has owned that ownership
interest for a period greater than 18 months; or

3.acquires the ownership interest of a subsidiary business entity which has been in existence

and has owned the real property for a period of 2 years.

(q) Corporate, limited liability company, or partnership conveyance. --An instrument of writing that
lransfers real property from a corporation, limited liability company, or partnership on its liquidation, dissolution,

or termination is not subject to recordation tax, if the transferee is:

(1)an original stockholder of the corporation, an original member of the limited liability company, or an

original partner of the partnership;

(2)a direct descendant or relative within 2 degrees of an original stockholder of the corporation, an

original member of the limited liability company, or an original partner of the partnership counting by the

civil law method: or
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(3)a stockholder, member, or partner who became a stockholder, member, or partner through gift or
bequest from an original stockholder of the corporation, an original member of the limited liability
company, or an original partner of the partnership.

(r) Land installment contracts. -A land installment contract described in S 10-101b) of the Real Propedv
Arrcle is not subject to recordation tax.

(s) Options to purchase real property. -An option agreement for the purchase of real property is not subject
to recordation lax.

(t) Deeds tor prior contract of sale. -A deed conveying title to real property is not subject to recordation tax if
recordalion tax was paid on a prior contract of sale between the same parties for the real property.

(u) Leases of 7 years or less. -A lease of 7 years or less, which is not required to be recorded under e 3-r01
of the Real Properlv Afticle, is not subject to recordation tax.

(v) Articles of merger not subject to tax. -Articles of merger or other document which evidences a merger of

foreign corporations are not subject to recordation tax if there is a transfer of real property:

(1)from a parent corporation to its subsidiary corporation;

(2)from a subsidiary corporation to its parent corporation where the parent corporation:

(i)previously owned the real property;

(ii)owns the stock of the subsidiary and has owned that stock for a period greater than 18 months;

or

(iii)acquires the stock of a subsidiary corporation which has been in existence and has owned lhe

real property for a period of 2 years; or

(3)from a corporation merging out of existence to ils successor corporation where recordation tax and,

if then required to have been paid, lransfer tax were paid when the corporation merging out of

existence acquired title to the real property.

(w) Articles of consolidation not subject to tax. -Arlicles of consolidation or other documents that evidence

a consolidation of foreign corporations are not subject to recordalion tax if recordation tax and, if then required

to have been paid, transfer tax were paid when the corporation consolidating to form a new corporation

acquired title to the real property.

(x) Transfers from cooperative housing corporations' --

(1)Except as provided in this subsection, an instrument of writing that transfers real property from a

cooperative housing corporation on its termination to an owner of a cooperative interest in the

cooperative housing corporation is not subject to recordation tax if the cooperative housing corporation

consists of single residential units and was established on or before January 1' 1970'

(2)The exemption under paragraph ('l ) of this subsection does not apply to:

(i)the conversion of a cooperative housing corporation to a condominium regimel or

(ii)the transfer of property lo a person who:

1.does not occupy the property transfened; or

2.has received the credit allowed under this section for another property transferred as part of

the same corpotate termination.

(3)Theexemptionunderparagraph(1)ofthissubsectionshallapplyonlyinacountythat:

(i)does not levy a county property transfer tax; or

(iilhas, by law, adopted an exemption from any local lransfer tax for property as described in this

subsection.
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(y) Transfers from certain entities to limited liability company. -
(1)

(i)ln this subsection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(ii)"Foreign general partnership", "foreign limited partnership", "foreign limited liability partnership",
"foreign limited liability limited partnership", and "foreign joint venture" mean, respectively, a
partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, limited liability limited partnership, or
joint venture organized or formed under the laws of the United States, another state of the United
States, or a territory, possession, or district of the United States.

(iii)"Predecessor entity" includes a:

1.Maryland general partnership or foreign general parlnership;

2.Maryland limited partnership or foreign limited partnership;

3.Maryland limited liability partnership or foreign limited liability partnership;

4.Maryland limited liability limited partnership or foreign limited liability limited partnership;

5.Maryland joinl venlure or foreign joint venture; and

6.sole proprietorship.

(iv)"Sole proprietorship" includes an individual who owns an interest in real property in the

individual's name.

(2)An instrument of writing that transfers title to real property from a predecessor entity or a trustee or

nominee of a predecessor entity to a limited liability company is not subject to recordation tax if:

(i)

1.the members of the limited liability company are identical to the partners of the converting

general partnership, limited partnership, limited liability partnership, or limited liability limited

PartnershiP;

2.the members of the limited liability company are identical to the joint venlurers of the

converting joint venture; or

3.the sole member of the limited liability company is identical to the converting sole proprietor;

(ii)each member's allocalion of the profits and losses of the limited liability company is identical to

that member's allocation of the profits and losses of the converting predecessor enlily; and

(iii)the instrument of writing that transfers title to real property represents the dissolution of the

predecessor entity for purposes of conversion to a limited liability company.

(z) Certain railroad title transfers. -Abrogated.

(aa) Transfers involving certain Maryland Stadium Authority affiliates. --An instrument of writing pursuant

to which the l\4aryland Stadium Authority transfers title to, or creates a leasehold interest in, real property is not

subject to recordation tax if the transferee or lessee is an Authority affiliate as defined in $ 10-601 of the

Economic Development Article.

(bb) Real estate enterPrise. --

(1)ln this subsection, "real estate enterprise" means a business conducted by one or more individuals

who own real property, including a sole proprietorship or a tenancy by the entirety, and are principally

involved in buying, selling, leasing, or managing real property.

(2)An instrument of writing that transfers title to real property from the individual or individuals

conducting a real estate enterprise to a limited liability company is not subject to recordation tax if:
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(i)the transfer is for no consideration other than the issuance of membership interests in the limited
liability company;

(ii)the members of the limited liability company are identical to the partners of the conveying real
estate enterprise;

(iii)each member's allocation of the profits and losses of the limited liability company is identical to
that membefs allocation of the profits and losses of the conveying real estate enterprise;

(iv)the transfer is part of a discontinuation of the real estate enterprise; and

(v)all real property owned by the individuals and used in the conduct of any real estate enterprise is
being conveyed to a single limited liability company.

(3)An individual's other business interests unrelated to the real estate enterprise and unaffected by the
title transfer to a limited liability company may not affect the individual's ability to claim the exemption
from the recordation tax described in this subsection.

(cc) Transfer of conservation easements and fee simple interests to land trusts. -
(1)

(i)ln this subsection the following words have the meanings indicated.

(ii)"Land trust" means a qualified conservation organization that:

l.is a qualified organizalion under S 170(hX3) of the lnternal Revenue Code and regulations

adopted under that section; and

2.has executed a cooperative agreement with the Maryland Environmental Trust.

(iii)"Conservation easement" means a restriction prohibiting or limiting the use of waler or land

areas, or any improvement or appurtenance thereto, described in $ 2-1 18 of the Real Propenv
Arlicle.

(2)An instrument of writing conveying or assigning a conservation easement to a land trust is not

subject to recordation tax.

(3)An instrument of writing conveying fee simple title to a land trust is not subiect to recordation tax if
the land trust files a declaration of intent that the land will be used:

(i)to assist in the preservation of a natural area;

(iilfor the environmental education of the public;

(iii)to conserve agricuttural land and to promote continued agricullural use of the land;

(iv)generally to promote conservation; or

(v)for the maintenance of a natural area for public use or a sanctuary for wildlife.

(dd) Transfer of real property from estate. --An instrument of writing that transfers real property or an

interest in real property from an estate is not subject to recordation tax as provided in 6 9-7051c) ofthe Estales

and Trusts Atiicle.

(ee) Transfer of real property to or from trust. -An instrument of writing that transfers real property or an

interest in real property to a trusl or from a trust to one or more beneficiaries under the circumstances specified

in { 14.5-1001 of the Estates and Trusts AtTicle is not subject to recordation tax

(ff) Transfers of residential real property from a certified community development financial institution
to immediately preceding mortgagor or grantor and related mortgages or deed of trusts. -An instrumenl

of writing that transfers residenliat real property from a certified community development financial institution to

the immediately preceding mortgagor or grantor of the property under the circumstances specified in Q 7- 105.1

of the Real Propeftv AtTicie and a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed of trust related to that

transfer are not subjecl to recordation tax
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(gg) Principal residence surrendered in bankruptcy. --An instrument of writing that transfers residential real
property is not subiect to recordation tax if:

(1)lhe property is subject to a purchase money mortgage or purchase money deed of trust;

(2)the mortgagor filed a petition for bankruptcy under Title 1 1, Chapter 7 of the United States Code;

(3)the mortgagor filed with the bankruptcy courl a statement of intention to surrender the property;

(4)the property was the principal residence of the mortgagor prior to the surrender of the property in
bankruptcy; and

(s)the property is transferred from the mortgagor to the holder of the purchase money mortgage or
purchase money deed of trust.

(hh) lnstruments of writing not subject to recordation tax. --

(1)ln this subsection, "Laurel Park racing facility site", "MJC Entities", "Pimlico racing facility site",
"Pimlico site", and "project entities" have the meanings stated in S '10-601 of the Economic
Development Article.

(2)An instrument of writing is not subject to recordation tax if the instrument of writing transfers or
grants a security interest in property that is:

(i)located at or within the Laurel Park racing facility site, Pimlico racing facility site, or Pimlico site
and the transfer or grant is by any combination of prolect entities, MJC Entities, Baltimore City, an
entity designated by Baltimore City, Anne Arundel County, or an entity designated by Anne Arundel
County; or

(ii)the property identilled as the Bowie Race Course Training Center under 6 7 7-579 ofthe
Business Reaulation Afticle that is lransferred by the owner of the property to a government entity.

History

An. Code '1957, art. 81, SS 277, 2778i 1985, ch. 8, S 2; 1986, ch. 5, S 4; ch.686; 1987, ch. '11, 
SS 1,2; 7989. chs.

586,591 : 1991.ch.635: 1992.ch.536i 1994, ch.3, S 1; ch.573; 1995, ch.71 : 1996.ch.690i 1997.
chs. 765 , 400, 683 i 1998 ch. 669 i 1999. chs. 427 , 615 i 2000. chs. 185 , 679 , 692; 2001 ch. 29 s 1;

ch.573: 2002.ch.524: 2003, chs.64, 411i 2004, ctu.248, 379i 2005.ch.605: 2008.ch.307.51i ch.
599; 2010. ch. 72.9 5i 2011.chs.449,618; 2012. ch.66.51i 2013, chs. 267 ,268,452,453i 2014.
ch. 45. S 5; chs. 129 , 233 i 2015, ch. 301 2017. chs. 63 , 64 , 538: 2018. ch. 594; 2020 ch. 590 53

Annotations

Notes

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS. -
Chapter 605, Acts 2005 , effective July 1, 2005, deleted "or" in (cX5), added (cX6), and redesignated former (cX6)

as (cX7).

Seetion 1, atr. SAZAcjs 2008, effective October 1, 2008, substituted "Title 12, Subtitle 1 of the Economic
Development Article" for "Article 41, Title 14, Subtitle 1 of the Code" in (a)(2); and substituled "$ 10-601 of the
Economic Developmenl Nlicle" for " S 13-701 (t) of the Financial lnstitutions" in (aa).
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AGENCY COUNTY/BANK RECORDING

DATE

RECORDATION TAX PAID

Second District VFDRS Ssoo,ooo County 7 /7 /08 So.oo
Second District VFDRs 51,7so,ooo County 7 /6/20
Second District VFDRS s10,s00,000 CBTC s84,000.00

Mechanicsville VFD S3so,oo0 County 6/8101 So.oo
Mechanicsville VFD S4,ooo,ooo CBTC L0/20i16 $32,11s.oo
Mechanicsville VFD s1,000,000 County 7 /31/20 So.oo
Mechanicsville VFD S2,soo,ooo Maryland Military Department s/26/t7 s0.00

STos,ooo County s/27 /1.s So.oo
Seventh District VRS s 183,700 County e/20/20 So.oo
Seventh District VRS S1e6,486 County 1L/2/0s So.oo

Lexington Park VARS 52,962,000 CBTC 8/22/L3 s23,6e6.00

Bay District VFD s 112,s00.00 Deak Reynolds Living Trust tLh/20 91,48s.oo
Bay District VFD s490,102.85 RFG&F Partnership 11./24/03 $0.00 (purchase money)
Bay District VFD s7,s00,000 Merca ntile Southern MD Bank L1./24/0s s60,000.00
Bay District VFD 5124,74s RFG&F Pa rtnership !7/24/05 $0.00 (purchase money)
Bay District VFD S3,7os,ooo U nited State of America e/18/06 So.oo
Bay District VFD 54so,ooo Maryland Military Dept L0/4/1.7 So.oo
Bay District VFD s300,000 PNC Bank 8/23/10 S2,4oo.oo
Bay District VFD 56,267 ,437 .68 CBTC t/1r/17 s 12,120.00

AMOUNT OF LOAN

5o.oo
1.o/1/20

Seventh District VFD
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James R. Guy. President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael L. He*in. Comrnissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor'. Commissioner

November 3, 2020

The Honorable Matthew IVlorgan
Maryland House of Delegates
3 l0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis. MD 2110 I

Annolaled Code of Moryland to exempt Volunteer Fire Departments and Volunreer
Rcscuc Squads in St. Man's Counfl. from pay.ing Recordation Tax

Dear Chairman Morgan

The Commissioners of Sl. Mary's Counrl'suppofi the amendment of g l2- 108 of the fa_r
Propert.t- Article of the Annotated Code ol lvlun'lonrl to exernpt Volunteer F-ire Deparlments and
Volunteer Rescue Squads in St. Mary's Countv from paying Recordation Tax as requested b1..

Commissioner Eric Colvin.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation u'ill benefit the
citizens olSt. Mary's County. We look fonvard to rvorking u,ith you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerell.
cor\{!{ ISSIONF,RS ()F S'I.. MARY'S Cot 1N IY

/ Of4'4n

,.James Randy Gu

CSIUC/AB1sf
Ii/Consenti 2020r 149

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewiu
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopl'. County Attomey

P,O, BOX 653 ' CIILSAPEAKI I}LII D!\C ' .1I770 EAI.DRIIX]E ST., LEON.ARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200. Ex] 1350 . rAx 301.475.4935 . w\.tw.stmarvsEd.co[! . CSMC@srMARYsMD.cot'l
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James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

HB - St. Mary's County -
Recordation Tax Exemption - Volunteer Fire
Departments and Volunteer Rescue Squads

SUPPORT

,2021

Delegate
Committee

House Office Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: _- st. Mary's county - Recordation Tax Exemption - volunteer Fire

Departments and Volunteer Rescue Squads

Hearing on 2021

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: 

- 
St Mary's County

Recordation Tax Exemption - Volunteer Fire Departments and Volunteer Rescue Squads which

is being heard in the Committee on 2021

We request a favorable report on House Bill _. We support the introduction of this

legislation und b"li"r" it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary',s County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

(c

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr- Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . cHEsAPEAKE BUILDING ' 41770 BALDRIDGE sr., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650

PHoNE 30 1.4?5.4200 * l 350 . FAx 3o 1.475.4935 . www.stmarysnd.com . CSMC@STMARYSMD.CoM

ST. MARY's CoUNTY GovERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Chair



ST. MARy's CouNTy GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY
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.ir F-.,.;., Hffi':
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County
Recordation Tax Exemption - Volunteer Fire
Depafiments and Volunteer Rescue Squads

SUPPORT

2021

Senator Chair
Committee

Re: Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County - Recordation Tax Exemption Volunteer Fire
Departments and Volunteer Rescue Squads
Heanng on ,2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County suppofi Bill #: _ St. Mary's County
Recordation Tax Exemption - Volunteer Fire Deparlments and Volunteer Rescue Squads which
is being heard in the Comr.r.rittee on

We request a favorable repofi on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COIINTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUTLDnTG . 41770 BALDRIDGE sr., LEoNARDTowN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@SrMARysMD.CoM

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

_,2021.





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOD,IT MEETING
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGIST,ATIvE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrssloNERs oF ST. MARY's CouNTy

OCTOBER 6, 2020 Ar 6:00 P.M.

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Septcmbcr 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislativc proposals at thcir regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors rvill be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQUESToR: COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY,S COUNTY

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTGE srREET, p.o. Box 653, LEoNARDTowN MD 20650

TELEPHoNE:
ENr-4.tL:

3014754200
CSMC@STMARYSMD.COM

SUBJECTMATTER: AUTHORITY HAVING JURISDICTION _ EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES
(EMS) BILLING

LEGISLATIvE REFERENCf, (rF KNowN): Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County Code

FrscAL IMPACT: YEs XXX No AMoUNT: UNKNoWN, BUT WILL BE RxVENUE ADDED

REeuEs l'

PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR ST. MARY'S COUNTY PUBLIC LOCAL LAW

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County are the authority having jurisdiction over the provision of
services provided by Rescue Squads and Advance Life Support ("Emergency Medical Services" or
"EMS") units or entities in St. Mary's County. St Mary's County has the authority to:

(1) Impose and collect a reimbursement to recover costs generated by provided EMS transports;
(2) Providc for a schedule of EMS transport reimbursement charges, waiver criteria, pcnnitted uses of

reimbursement revenues, and other procedures to operate EMS reimbursenient program;
(3) Require the Commissioners or their designee to issue certain regulations to implement an EMS

transport reimbursement program;
(4) Require a certain annual transfer of collected funds and or in-kind services for county funded

staffing to be disbursed to the seven volunteer rescue squads, one advanced life support unit, and

the county based on services rendered and funds recovered as a part of the reimbursement
program;

(5) Provide that no county residents will pay out ofpocket expenses for an EMS transport;
(6) Prohibit EMS personnel who respond to a request for an EMS transport from asking for any

information relating to an individual's insurance coverage prior to transport,



(7) Require the county to conduct public outreach, education campaign, and EMS prevention serrrices
along with the seven volunteer rescue squads. and one advanced life support unit;

(8) Require health insurance providers to reimburse the County on behalf of the seven voluntccr
rescue squads and one advanced life support unit for EMS transpofiation provided; and

(9) Require EMS transpofiation fees to be waived for residents with low or moderate incomes.

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County may authorize an individual, corporato entity, create an entity,
Commission or Association who may have the authority to administer the County's affairs, policies,
procedures, and directives relating to EMS and the listed associated activities.

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County may adopt and implement ordinances or resolutions, as

necessary, to adequately and appropriately manage. direct, and regulate high-quality, eff'ective, safe,
professional, and efficient emergency mcdical scrices in the best interest of the citizens of St. Mary's
County.

SUBMIT BY AUGUST 26, 2O2O To:

CoMMrssroNERS oF ST. MARY'S CoUNTY
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
csmc@$q4ry!!qd4e!q

AND M-1,TT MORGAN, DELEGATE
DrsrRrcr 29A, ST. MARY's CoUNTY
310 HousE OFFTcE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADE\ STREET
ANh*APoLrs, MD 21401
matt.morgan@house.state.md.us



Md. INSURANCE Code Ann. -{ 15-138

Statutes current through legislation effective November 6, 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > ,NSURANCE > TITLE 15. HEALTH INSURANCE >

SUBTITLE 1. GENERAL PROY'S'O'VS

S 15-138. Direct reimbursement of ambulance service provider

(a) Definitions. -
(1)ln this section the following words have lhe meanings indicated.

(2)'Ambulance" means any conveyance designed and constructed or modified and equipped to be
used, maintained, or operated to transport individuals who are sick, injured, wounded, or otherwise
incapacitated.

(3)"Ambulance service provider" means a provider of ambulance services that:

(i)is owned, operated, or under the jurisdiction of a political subdivision of the State or a volunteer
fire company or volunteer rescue squad; or

(ii)has contracted to provide ambulance services for a political subdivision of the State.

(4)"Assignment of benefits" means the transfer by an insured, a subscriber, or an enrollee of health
care coverage reimbursement benefits or other rights under a health insurance policy or contract.

(5)"Carrier" means:

(i)an insurer that provides benefits on an expense-incurred basisi

(ii)a nonprofit health service plani or

(iii)a health maintenance organization.

(6)"Nonpreferred providea' has the meaning stated in S 14-201 of this article.

(7)"Preferred provide/' has the meaning stated in S 14-201 of this article.

(8)"Preferred provider insurance policy" has the meaning stated in S 14-201 ofthis article.

(b) Applicability of section. -This section applies to individual or group policies or contracts issued or
delivered in the State by a carrier.

(c) Direct reimbursement. --

(1)Except for a health maintenance organization, a carrier shall reimburse directly an ambulance

service provider that obtains an assignment of benefits from an insured, a subscriber, or an enrollee for
covered services provided to the insured, subscriber, enrollee, or any other individual covered by a
policy or contract issued by the carrier.

(2)A health maintenance organization shall reimburse an ambulance service provider directly for
covered services provided to a subscriber, enrollee, or any other individual covered by a policy or
contract issued by the health maintenance organization.

(d) Collection of money owed. -
('l )This subsection applies to an ambulance service provider that receives direct reimbursement under
subsection (c) of this section.
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(2)Except as provided in paragraph (4) of this subsection, an insured, a subscriber, or an enrollee may
not be liable to an ambulance service provider for covered services.

(3)An ambulance service provider or a representative of the ambulance service provider may not:

(i)collect or attempt to collect from an insured, a subscriber, or an enrollee of a carrier any money

owed to the ambulance service provider by the carrier for covered services rendered to the insured,

subscriber, or enrollee by the ambulance service provider; or

(ii)maintain any action against an insured, a subscriber, or an enrollee of a carrier to collect or

attempt to collect any money owed to the ambulance service provider by the carrier for covered

services rendered to the insured, subscriber, or enrollee by the ambulance service provider.

(4)An ambulance service provider or a representative of the ambulance service Provider may collect or

attempt to collect from an insured, a subscriber, or an enrollee of a carrier:

(ilany copayment, deductible, or coinsurance amount owed by the insured, subscriber, or enrollee

for covered services rendered to the insured, subscriber, or enrollee by the ambulance service

provider;

(ii)if Medicare is the primary insurer and the carrier is the secondary insurer, any amount up to the

Medicare-approved or limiting amount, as specified under the federal Social Security Act, that is not

owed to the ambulance service provider by Medicare or the carrier after coordination of benefits

has been completed, for Medicare covered services rendered to the insured, subscriber, or enrollee

by the ambulance service provideri and

(iii)any payment or charge for services that are not covered services.

(e) Allowed amount. --

(1)Notwithstanding 6 1g-710.1 of the Health - General Afticle, a health maintenance organization's

allowed amount for a covered health care service provided by an ambulance service provider lhat is not

under written contract with the health maintenance organization may not be less than the allowed

amount paid to an ambulance service provider that is under written contract with the health

mainlenance organization for the same covered service in lhe same geographic region, as deflned by

the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

(2)An insurer's or nonprofit health service plan's allowed amount for a health care service covered

under a preferred provider insurance policy and provided by an ambulance service provider that is a

nonpreferred provider may not be less than the allowed amount paid to an ambulance service provider

who is a preferred provider for the same health care service in the same geographic region, as defined

by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

(0 Regulations. -The Commissioner may adopt regulations to implement this section'

History

2011. chs.425 201 5 ch.434, 426 :

Annotations

Notes

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS. .-
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Chapter 434. Acts 2015 , effective June 1, 2015, reenacted the section without change

EDITOR'S NOTE. --

The Social Security Act (Medicare), referred to in (d)(4xii), is codified at 42 U.S.C.S. S 1395 et seq. Section 2,

chs. 425 and 426, Acts 2011, provides that:

"(a)The Maryland Health Care Commission shall report, in accordance wilh 6 2-1246 of the State Government

Ar,c/e, to the Senate Finance Committee and the House Health and Government Operations Committee on the

changes occurring after the effective date of this Act Uan uary 1, 20121, for services provided by ambulance

service providers, in:

"(1)the number of claims received,

"(2)the number of claims paid; and

"(3)the amount of claims Paid.

"(b)ln its report, the Commission shall rePort separately on:

"(1)the changes for services provided by in-network ambulance service providers; and

"(2)the changes for services provided by out-of-network ambulance service providers

,,(c)The commission shall provide an interim report on or before January 1,2014, and a final rePort on or

before January 1, 2015."

Section 3, chs. 425 and 426, Acts 201 1, provides that "this Act shall apply to all policies, contracts, and health

benefit plans issued, delivered, or renewed in the State on or after January 1, 2012'"

Section 4. chs. 425 and 426, Acts 201 1, as amended by ch.434 A 2015 provides that "This Act shall take

effect January 1 ,?:012." Chapter 434. Acts 2015, deleted a prior abrogation of section

Annotated Code of tvlaryland
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100,000 100.000

925.000 6S3.750 231,250

IOTAL COSIS 7,292,000 122 004 4.t68,750 2 701 250

Appropri.lion Phaso

Funding Scheduls

4 780,000 370.000 2 658.750 r.7.r1.250

s2,000 52.000

160,000 160.000

803 569 503 569 300.000

1.496.431 996.431 500.000

7,292,000 422.000 4,168,750 2,701,2S0

r\2022 FY2025 FY2025

75 000

50 000

25 000

TOTAL COSTS i50 000

Operating lmpacts FY2021
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Sr. i\IAR\ 's Cor,\r\ (;ovER\)tEvr

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Itlorgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

December 4. 2020

The tlonorable Matlhe\,\' Morgan
Maryland House of Delegates
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: St. Mary''s Co. Legislative Bond Initiative Request Form Sports Complex

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Cornmissioncrs of St. i\,lar1 's Countl suppon the l.egislativc Bond Initiative Request firr
thc St. i\'lan's Countl Sports Complex.

\l'e appreciate !'our assistance *'ith the Bond Initiative Request and believe it u,ill bcnefit thc
citizerls of St. Mary"s Countl'. \l/e look ftrruard to rvorking with r-ou on this and other initiativcs
throughout the session.

Sincerell .

CO,"'tIvlISSIONI1RS OF ST MAR\''S COLINTY

t5t^*.2 /' g''/
James Randy Guy, President

CSMC/AB,/sf
T:/Consenr2020/162

Cc: Senator,lack Baile)
I)elegate Cerald Clark
Delegate Brran Crosbl
Comnrissioner Flric Colvin
Commissione r lV{ichacl I lervitt
Commissioner J odd N'torgan

Conrmissioncr John O' Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attorney

p.o. Box 65 3 . CHESAPEAKE Bt,l LDr\, , . 4 1 770 BAI.DRT DcE sr.. LEoNARDToWT*, rvlD 20650
pHor.iE 301 .475.4200 ? | 350 . FAx 301 .475.4935 . www.stmar,r'smd.com . CSMC@sTrrAR]'sMD.coM
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