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Development of the draft St. Mary’s 2050 Plan
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Project Timeline

We are here
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How Plan was Developed

Project Team 
Created 

Inventory of 
Goals, Policies, 

and Actions from 
the 2010 Plan

Project Team 
Merged Inventory 

with 
Recommended 

Changes Based on 
Public and County 
Leadership Inputs 

Technical Review 
Committee 
Comments 

Incorporated

Planning 
Commission 

Review Comments 
Incorporated + 
Final Technical 

Committee 
Refinements
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Major Themes from 
Community Engagement

Barn in Mechanicsville. Credit: Elvert Barnes via Flickr Elms Beach Keepin’ It Local Captain Walter Francis Duke Elementary School

Protect rural 
identity, both uses 
and visual character

Protect
environmentally 

sensitive land

Encourage adaptive 
reuse and

redevelopment, 
avoid urban sprawl

Ensure growth 
matches 

infrastructure 
capacity
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Major Themes from Community 
Engagement (cont'd)

Address housing 
affordability

Improve both roads 
and multimodal 

options

Maintain a strong 
relationship with 

the Navy and 
support economic 

diversification

Improve access to 
healthcare services

Two people walking with bicycles in a park Emergency Services VehicleNAS PAX HelicopterA low-density residential neighborhood
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Vision Themes

Guiding Our Growth 
through 2050

Protecting Our 
Environmental and 

Agricultural 
Resources

Serving Our 
Community
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To access the project website: 

www.stmaryscountymd.gov/StMarys2050/
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Plan Inputs

Updated 
Comprehensive 

Plan

2010 
Comprehensive 

Plan

Technical 
Analysis 

from the Trends & 
Projections Report

Community 
Engagement

•January–February 2025

•May–June 2025

•February–March 2026

•Open-ended comment 
form on website

Existing County 
Policies and 

Plans, 
as described in 

County Policy Review

Stakeholder 
Interviews

•MetCom

•NAS PAX

•SMCPS

•County Leadership

Technical Review 
Committee (TRC) 

Feedback 
from County 

Departments, 
SMCHD, MetCom, 

NAS PAX

Planning 
Commission 

Meetings

•Summary presentations 
and discussions

•Reviewed drafts line by 
line

•TRC members available 
to answer questions

Plan Inputs



Role of Data in Comprehensive Planning



The County grew 

45%
between 1995 and 2020,

in 2020, 
was projected to grow 

34%
between 2020 and 2045,

And in late 2025, that 
number was adjusted to

26%
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Population Projections for St. Mary's County

Historic Projection, 2020 Projection, 2025

Sources: Maryland Department of Planning, Projections and State Data Center, December 2020 and November 2025; Annual 
Estimates of the Population via Federal Reserve Economic Data
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A Growing Population

New data has revised 

estimates downward, 

but growth is still the 

trend
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Growth Projections:

St. Mary’s 2050 plan & EFMP

Concern:

Response:

The data in the draft St. Mary’s 2050 Plan does not match the data in the 

SMCPS Educational Facilities Master Plan

The population projections in referenced in the draft St. Mary’s 2050 Plan and 

the Educational Facilities Master Plan do match.  Both plans draw from the 

Population Projection data that come from the Maryland Department of Planning 

(MDP).  

https://planning.maryland.gov/MSDC/pages/projection/projectionsbytopic.aspx

https://planning.maryland.gov/MSDC/pages/projection/projectionsbytopic.aspx
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Comprehensive Plan vs. Zoning

Comprehensive Plan Zoning

Sets vision Implements vision

Policy guidance
Legally binding regulatory 
requirements 

General policies Specific rules and standards

The Comprehensive Plan includes recommendations 
for updates to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance



Review of Elements
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Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs



2020

Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs
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Plan Inputs
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