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Effective April 1, 2026, eTrakit will now feature a new permit application type: SOLAPP  
 

 
Maryland's Brighter Tomorrow Act (2024): This law mandates 
that Maryland counties and municipalities adopt SolarAPP+ for 
residential solar, aiming to encourage the installation of solar by 
reducing permitting times. 
 
Solar Automated Permit Processing+, known as SolarAPP+, is a web-based platform that automates 
solar permitting for local governments and other authorities having jurisdiction. The Department of 
Energy (DOE) Solar Energy Technologies Office (SETO) funded the initial development and 
commercialization of the SolarAPP+ tool in 2019 through an award to the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL). This collaborative effort is intended to make it easier for local governments to 
quickly and safely approve standardized rooftop projects. 
 
 
 
How this affects you: 
 
Applicants will apply to SolarAPP+ and when they obtain all approvals, they will then apply through 
eTrakit and upload the completed Permit Application, SolarApp+ Approval Documents, SolarApp+ 
Approval Uploads. Permit fees will be paid at the time of application.  
 
The intent is to issue the permit on the same business day as long as a completed package is received by 
noon.  All other submissions will be processed on the next business day. 

 
All questions should be directed to Amber Harding: 
  via Phone: (301) 475-4200, ext. 1542 

via E-mail:  Amber.Harding@stmaryscountymd.gov 
 
Step-by-step instructions for eTrakit are provided on the pages that follow.  
 
 

LUGM NOTICE 26-0004 
 

 

SolarApp+  

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Maryland%27s+Brighter+Tomorrow+Act&oq=solapp%2B+house+bill&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIICAEQABgNGB4yCggCEAAYBRgNGB4yCggDEAAYCBgNGB4yCggEEAAYCBgNGB4yCggFEAAYCBgNGB4yCggGEAAYCBgNGB4yCggHEAAYCBgNGB4yCggIEAAYCBgNGB4yCggJEAAYCBgNGB7SAQg1OTc1ajFqN6gCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBLg6Jwxgv4XrXlKNpNLa_QFjF6c51OOOkEYgzh4x6r3_IOdYAOVN9nhvJ8u3Nvl6ZdTdDOYYGMfX4DgYTo0CDXB5b9OvgnIl1Fj73bmjpvDfRLFo8goi1m6xYFQW26ApE&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwi_jPCB166TAxWpFFkFHVc6OCcQgK4QegQIAxAB
https://solarapp.nrel.gov/
mailto:Amber.Harding@stmaryscountymd.gov
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Log in to account, from here you will select either Public or Contractor  
 

 
 
Select Permits “Apply/New Permit” 
 
PUBLIC PORTAL VIEW 

 
 
CONTRACTOR PORTAL VIEW 

 
 
 
From here forward, the view is the same.  
 



 

P.O. BOX 653 ⬧ PATUXENT BUILDING ⬧ 23150 LEONARD HALL DRIVE, LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650 

PHONE 301.475.4200, EXT. 1500 ⬧ FAX 301.475.4635 ⬧ www.stmaryscountymd.gov  
 

 
Review, then agree 
 

 
 
 
Select PERMIT Type 
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It will automatically select the subtype as “On building” 
 
Next Enter Description, any other notes needed and the job value (this is the value of 
construction)  
 

 
 
 
Property Information is drop downs.  
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Solar App +  
 

 
 
For Location, this is the property address. You will type in the address, then select search 
 

 
 
The search will give you a drop down, you will select the address 
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Once the address is selected, then it will look like this 
 

 
 
 
Attachments: For SOLAPP, you only need to include: Permit Application, SolarAPP+ 
Approval Documents and Approval Uploads.  
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After all are attached, you will then select next steps.  
 
Then it will take you to contact information – Everything must be filled in accurately, once 
completed, select next steps 
 

 
 
  



 

P.O. BOX 653 ⬧ PATUXENT BUILDING ⬧ 23150 LEONARD HALL DRIVE, LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650 

PHONE 301.475.4200, EXT. 1500 ⬧ FAX 301.475.4635 ⬧ www.stmaryscountymd.gov  
 

You will then review and submit. This screen gives you a final look over, and if you forgot 
an attachment, you can add it here.  
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Once you select next steps, it will take you to the checkout page where you can pay by 
credit card (3% additional fee) or echeck ($2.95 additional fee) 
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Once you select your payment method, it will then take you to the payment screen. 
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