
NOTIC[- OF JOINI- PUBI,IC }IEEI-ING

ST. MARY's Cour-Ty LEGISLATIvE DELEGATIoN AND CoNrMtsstoi-ERs oF ST. MARY's CoUNTY
ocToBER 6, 2020 Ar 6:00 P.M.

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

The purpose of this meeting is to consider requests by the Commissioners ofSt. Mary's County and proposals by

organizations and members ofthe public for enactment of legislation during the 2021 Regular Session ofthe

Maryland General Assembly.

Public meetings are now open to the public as long as social distancing guidelines can be maintained and the

Commissioners' Meeting Room capacity limits do not exceed 33 people. Everyone in attendance must adhere to

the social distancing guidelines and wear a mask at all times unless they have a disability or if they are speaking or

are consuming food/drink. Ifsocial distancing guidelines or occupancy room capacity Iimits camot be followed,

the meeting will have to be rescheduled. The public is strongly encouraged to view the meeling remotely on

Channel 95 or YouTube or listen to the Joint Public Meeting by calling 301-579-7236; access code:963443#.

In lieu of appearance, conments may be submitted via:

a. Written comments via Email: csmc (.u tstmarvsmd.cotr

b. Mail: PO Box 653 Leonardtown, MD, 20650

c. Call 301-475-4200x1234 to speak at the Joint Public Meeting.

d. Submit a 3-minute video clip to publicmtqs(n strnarvsmd.com by October I , 2020 at 5:00 pm.

A coPY oF THE LEGISLATIVE PRoPosALS WILL BE AVAILABLE In. THE COUNTY ATTORNEY,S OFFICE AND

o\Lr\f .\T: httDS://www.stmarvsrnd.com/docs/Le sislativeProDosals202 I . Ddf

Appropriate accommotlations for individuals t ith spe<.ial neetls will be provided upon request. ln o ler to ,neel

these-requirements, x,e respectful$ askfor one week's prior notice. Pleqse contact the Countt Commissione^

Olfiie at 301-475-4200, E:d. t340. Proceeiings are televised live and./or recordedfor lutet broudcasl on

t"liiision. All content ofthese proceedings is subject to.lisclosure under the Maryland Puhlic Information

A.,t. phok,gruphic anrl electronic audio qnd visual broadcasling and recording devices ote used during lhe

Commissioniis'' meerings. These are public meetings und utlendance at these meetings uutumdticall! grantr SL

Mury's Count! Governmenl permission to broo.lcqsl your audio and isuul image'
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2027
LEGISATIVE PROPOSALS

FOR

ST. MARY,S COUNTY, MARYLAND



REQUESTOR
POSITIONS
TAKI]N ON

9.29.20
PROPOST\L AND REFERENCE#

PROPOSAL
SUNINTARY

YES-_ 5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

Commissioner
Morgan

to request amendment of Section
27-ll of Article l9 - Public
Local Laus of St. Mary's Countv
so that the METCOM debt be

de-coupled from the
Commissioners of St. Mary's
County debt and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

I move:
I DE-COUPI-E

METCOM AND
COMMISSIONERS

OF ST, MARY'S
COL]Nry DEBT

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Nlorgan
0'Connor

NO-0

Commissioner
Morganto request amendment of Sectlon

l13-6 0f Article l9 - Ptblic
Local La*'s of St. Marv's Countv
to reduce the amount of
outstanding debt METCOM can

incur from 25Vo to 2o/o and
to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

I move:
RIDUCE AMOLNT
OF DEBT METCOM

CAN INCUR

l

YES _3

Guy
Hewitt
Morgan

NO -2
Colvin
O'Connor

Jeannett
Cudmore. CFO

Department of
Finance

to request authority to issue
($34.7 million)/("TBD") in
public facilities bonds for the FY
2022 budget and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

I move:3 PUBLIC FACILITIES
BOND

2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS VOTE ON 9.29.20



4
BUILDING EXCISE

TAX

I move:
to request authority under Title
20-706 of the Local Government
Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland to enact either a

Development Impact Fee or
Building Excise Tax, but not
both, in St. Mary's County and
to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

Jeannett
Cudmore. CFO

Department of
Finance

YES 5

Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
N{organ
O'Connor

NO-0

TRANSFER TAX -

REPEAL OF STINSET
DATE

I move:
to request to repeal Chapter
138-l.F of lrticle 19 - Public
Local Laws ol St. Mafl's Counb)

- to remove the October l, 2024
termination date of the Real

Property Transfer Tax and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to

House and Senate Cornmittees
for hearings on this bill.

Jeannett
Cudmore, CFO

Department of
Finance

YES-5
Guy
Colvin
Helvitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO0

6 PUBLIC
ACCOMMODATIONS

TAX CAP
RATE INCREASE

I move:
to request amendfirent of .\20-

405 of the Local Governmenl
Article of the Annotated Code oJ

Maryland to request authority to
increase the cap ofthe St.

Mary's County Public
Accommodations Tax rate from
five (5) percent to seven (7)
percent and
to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for hearings on this bill.

a

YES_4
Guy
Colvin
Nlorgan
O'Connor

NO-l
Het itt

I

I

l;:Tffi',st";
I



7 ST. MARY'S
COUNTY OPEN

MEETINGS ACT
REPEAI,

I move
a to request to repeal the St.

Mary's County Open Meetings
Act located in 69-501 through
69-516 ofthe Zocal Government
Article of lhe Annotated Code ol
Marvland and to require that St.

Mary's County follow the State
Open Meetings Act located in

.s3- I 0l - $3-501 of lhe Gcneral
Prot'isions Article of the
Annotated Code oJ Maryland
and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees

a

for hearin on this bill.

Commissioner
Colvin

8 BODY WORN
CAMEKAS _

ANIMAL CONTROL
OFFICERS

I move:
to request arnendment of E l0-
402 of the Judicial Proceedings
Article of the Annotated Code of
Marvland lo allow St. Mary's
County Animal Control Officer
to wear body wom cameras to
record their encounters and

activities and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to

House and Senate Committees
fbr hearings on this bill.

a
Stephen
Walker,
Director.
Emergency
Services
Department

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

9 HUMAN RELATIONS
COMMISSION
LANGUAGE

UPDATE

I move
to request amendment of $29-
106(b)(2) of the Local Govt
Article of the Annotated Code of
MD to include sexual orientation
and gender identity within the
protected classes of peoPle under
the Duties of the St. Mary's
County Human Relations
Commission and

to approve and authorize Crtmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees
for h on this bill

Lori Jennings-
Harris,
Director,
Department of
Aging and
Human Services

Vante Burkes.
Chair, Human
Relations
Commission

I

I

I

lvps-l
I c,v
I cntrin
I uo.gu,
O'Connor

NO- I
lEwitt

I

l

YES-5
(l"t
Coivin
He!vitt
Nlorgan
O'Connor

NO-0
l

I



l0
AMENDMENT OF
LOCAL GAMING

PROVISIONS

I move:
to request amendment ofthe local
gaming provisions for St. Mary's
County located in $ l3-2101, $13-
2103, $13-2105, $13-2106, Sl]-
2107 and $ 13-21 l5 ofthe
Criminal Lau Arllcl? of the
Annotated Code of Muryfund
relating to bingo and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees for
hearings on this bill

Tim Cameron.
Sheriff

YES.5
Guy
Coh in
Hervitt
Nlorgan
O'Connor

NO-0

n ALLOW GOLF
CARTS ON OLD

HORSE LANDING
ROAD

I move:
to request amendment of $21 -

I 021.3 of the Transportation
Article to excmpt Golf Carts liom
Motor Vehicle Registration
Requirements on Old Horse
Landing Road and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
suppofi to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees for
hearings on this bill.

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

t2
BOND BILL

REQUEST- BRETON
BAY POND/DAM

REPAIR AND
RECONSTRUCTION

I move
to support the request of a Bond
Bill in the arnount of$750.000 to
repair/reconstruct the water
management pond/darn in Breton
Bay and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
supporl to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees Ibr
hearings on this bill

Breton Bay
Golf and

Country Club

YES-5
Guy
Colvin
He!vitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO_O

l3
ON-SITE

CONSUMPTION
PERMIT FOR CLASS

I DISTILLERY
LICENSE

I movc
to support the request of an

amendment of Title 28 olthe
Alcoholic Beverages Article to
add section 404 to establish an on-
site consumption permit for Class

I Distillery License and

to approve and authorize Cmmr.
President Guy to sign letters of
support to the Delegation and to
House and Senate Committees for
heari s on this bill

Alcohol
Beverages
Board

YES_5
Guy
Colvin
Hewitt
Morgan
O'Connor

NO-0

I

Commissioner
O'Connor
and
Commissioner
Colvin

NO-0

I
I

I

I

I

I



Commissioners of St. Mary's County
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvirr. Comrn isstoner
Michael L. Heu itt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Comrnissioner

ST. MARY's CoUNTY COVERNNIEN.T

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY

Dayid A. Weiskopf, CounE- Attorney
Neil A. Murphv, Deputy County Attorney

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

RE:

Commissioners of St. Mary's County

David A. Weiskopt County Attomey

2021 Legislative Proposals - Vote on Positions

October 6, 2020DATE:

on September 22nd I presented twelve (12) legislative proposals from Commissioners, the St.

Mary,i County Department of Finance, Department of Emergency Services, the Department of
Aging and Human Services/Human Relations Commission, the Sheriff and the Alcohol Beverage
goard of St. Mary's County and one (l ) rcquest for a Bond Bill from the Breton Bay Golf and

County Club. On September 29th you voted and approved all 13 items, with an amendment to

the Building Excise Tax proposal. Tonight you are meeting with the St. Mary's County

Delegation f present and dlscuss all thirteen (13) items for consideration in the 2021 Session of
the General Assembly of Maryland.

l. To request amendment of chapter 27-ll of Article 19 ofthe Public Local Laws oJ St
Mary\ County - Percentage limitation for certain evidences of indebtedness;

exceptions (requested by Commissioner Morgan)

commissioner Morgan is requesting amendment of Section 27-l I of Article 19 of the

Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County for the purpose of de-coupling the METCOM

debt from the Commissioners of St. Mary's County debt. Information regarding

METCOM's assessable base was included per your request'

2. To request amendment of Section 113-6 oI Article 19 of the Public Local Laws of st.

Moryi Counq' - Bonds; authorized, restriction, issue (requested by Commissioner

Morgan)

commissioner Morgan is requesting amendment of Section 113-6 of Article l9 of the

Public Local Laws of St. Mary's county to reduce the amount of outstanding debt that

METCOM can incur ftom 25%o to 2%. Debt ceiling information was included per your

request.

',.- !=or \1L, .
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County Commissioners for St. Mary's County
September 29, 2020
Page 2 of 5

I

3. To request authority to issue public facility bonds (requested b1'the Department of
Finance, CFO)

Jeannett Cudmore, Chief Financial Of-ficer is requesting authority to issue

$34.7 milliorV"TBD" in public facility bonds for the FY 2022 budget. The request was

originally for $34.7 million, but "TBD" was added per your request.

To request authority for St. Mary's Coun$ to enact either a Development Impact
Fee or a Building Excise Tax, but not both, by amending Title 20 of the Local
Government Article of tlf,e Annotated Code of Maryland

Currently St. Mary's county does not have a building excise tax. chief Financial officer
Jeannett Cudmore is requesting authority under Title 20 of lhe Local Goternntent Articlc

of lhe Annotated Code of Mar.vland to enact a either a Developrnent Impact Fee or

Building Excise Tax, but not both in st. Mary's County. A memorandum is included that

describei the differences between development impact fees and building excise taxes, and

an email has been included that highlights the benetits of a building excise tax. on
September 29!l'you voted to amend this proposal to request an amendment to Title

20 of the Local Government Article to enact gilEI a Development Impact Fee or

Building Excise Tax' but not both' in St. Mary's County.

To request to repeal Chapter 138-l.F of,4rricle t9 - Public Local Laws of st. Mary's

county -to remove the october l, 2024 termination date ofthe Property Transfer

Tax.

5

6

The cuffent Transfer Tax authority will expire on october 1, 2024. Chief Financial

Officer Jeannett Cudmore is requesting that the tcnnination date/sunset date for the

property Transt'er Tax be repealed. A chart was added showing where funds from the

Trunsf"i Tax go. Infonnation was added about the enabling legislatlon for the transfer

and recordation taxes, how Recordation Tax funds are distributed, and how much transfer

tax and recordation tax revenue goes towards agricultural land preservation CIP projects;

also included is ordinance 2001-21 and correspondence from Jeannett Cudmore.

To request amendment of $20-405 of the Local Government Article of the

Annotated Code of Maryland to request authority to increase the cap ofthe St.

Mary's CounQ Public Accommodations Tax

Commissioner Presi<lent Guy is requesting amendment of $20-405 of the Local

Got'ernntent Article of the Annotated Code ql Maryland to request authority to increase

cap of the st. Mary's County Public Accommodations Tax from five (5) percent to seven

(7j percent. Language was added to request authority to increase the "cap" ofthe tax per

youi request. Garrett County is confirmed to have 8% Public Accommodation Tax.



County Commissioners for St. l\,4ary's County
September 29, 2020
Page 3 of 5

7. To request to repeal the St. Mary's Coun(v Open Meetings Act located in $$9-501 -
9-516 of the Local Governnent Article of thc Annotated Code of Maryland.

Commissioner Eric Colvin is requesting to repeal the St. Mary's County Open Meetings
Act located in $9-501 through $9-516 of the Local Got'crnment Article of the Annotatecl
Code of Mamland and to require that St. Mary's County follow the Maryland State Open

Meetings Act located in $$3-101 - 3-501 of the General Provisions Article of the
Annotated Codc oJ Marvland instead. lncluded is a comparison chart, which details the

differences between the Maryland Open Meetings Act and the St. Mary's County Open

Meetings Act. Also included is a memorandum that charts the advantages and

disadvantages of adhering only to the Maryland Open Meetings Act and the advantages

and disadvantages of adhering to both the Maryland Open Meetings Act and the St.

Mary's County Open Meetings Act.

8. To request amendment of $ l0-402 of the Judicial Proceedings Article of the
Annotated Code of Maryland to allow St. Mary's County Animal Control Officers
to wear body cameras

Stephen Walker, Director of Emergency Services is requesting amendment of $ l0-402 of
the Judicial Proceedings Aaicle of the Annotated Code of Maryland to allow St. Mary's

County Animal Control Officer to wear body worn cameras to record their encounters

and aotivtties. Information was added conceming the statute that allowed law

enlorcement to record with their police cruiser dash carns without the need for two party

consent, more formally known as rnobile video/audio recorders ("MVR"); included were

copies of the Police Training and Standards Commission Body Wom Camera Policy, the

St. Mary's Emergency Services General Operating Procedure for Body Wom Cameras

for Animal Control Officers, the St. Mary's County Sherills Office's Policy on Body

Wom Cameras, and the St. Mary's County Sheriff-s Office's Policy on Mobile Video

Recorders; and answers conceming possible statewide impacts. Also included is fiscal

impact infbrmation and a draft Poticy for St. Mary's county Animal control officers and

Body Wom Cameras. We are arvaiting information conceming the use of body wom

cameras for Animal Control Officers in other jurisdictions.

9. To request amendment of $29-106(bX2) of tll.e Local Government Article of the
Annotstetl Code oJ Maryland to include sexual orientation and gcnder identity within
the protected classes of people under the Miscellaneous Duties of the St. I\Iary's
County Human Relations Commission.

Lori Jennings-Harris, Director of the Department of Aging and Human Services and

Vante Burkes, Chair of the Human Relations Commission are requesting amendment of
$29- I 06(b)(2) of the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code ol Maryland to

update the Ianguage to include sexual orientation and gender identity within the protected

classes of people under the Miscellaneous duties oithe St. Mary's County Human

Relations Commission.



County Commissioners for St. Mary's County
September 29, 2020
Page 4 of 5

10. To request amendment of the local gaming provisions for St. Mary's County located
in $13-2101, Sl3-2103, $13-2105, Sl3-2106, Sl3-2107 and $13-2115 ofthe Criminal
Law Article of the Annotated Code of N{aryland relating to bingo.

SheriffTim Cameron is requesting that the local gaming provisions related to bingo be

amended in $13-2101, $13-2103, $13-2105, $13-2106, $13-2107 and $13-21l5 ofthe
Criminal Lav Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland. Language was added to

include "County Agency or Commissioners' Designee" per your request.

I l. To request amendment of $21-104.3 of the Transportation Article of the Annotated
Code of Marylarrd to exempt Golf Carts from Motor Vehicle Registration
Requirements on Old Horse Landing Road in Mechanicsville.

Commissioner John O'Connor and Commissioner Eric Colvin are requesting that $21-
104.3 of the Transporlation Articlebe amended to allow golf carts to be driven on Old

Horse Landing Road. Commissioner Colvin was added as a co-sponsor per your request

We have reached out to the Sherifl.s Department and Captain Yingling did not find any

accidents involving golfcarts on Golden Beach Road since 2017 when legislation first
allowed golf carts on that road. Rick Tarr from DPWT advised that the speed limit on

Old Horse Landing Road is 30 MPH and he provided intbrmation on how to lower the

speed limit on a road including a recent Ordinance to regulate speed on Airport Road as

an example.

12. To support the request of a Bond Bill in the amount of $750,000 to assist rvith the

water management pond/ dam repair/reconstruction at the Breton Bay Golf and

Country Club.

Breton Bay Golf and country Club is requesting a bond bill in the amount of $750,000 to

assist in paying for repairs/reconstruction of the water management pond/dam located at

the Breton Bay Golf Course. Our otfice provided contact information for Senator Bailey,

Delegate Morgan, Delegate Clark and Delegate crosby as well as contact information for

George Erichsen and Chris Beaver.

I 3. To support the request to amend $28 of the Alcohol Beverages Article of the

Annotated Code of Maryland to add section 404 to allow On-Site Consumption
Permits for a Class I DistillerY.

The Alcohol Beverages Board is requesting that new language be added to the Alcoholic

Bet.eragcs Article of the Annotuted Code o/ Maryland lo establish, set fees and other

regulations for the holder ofa Class 1 Distillery license and to authorize the sale of
certain drinks under the permit and to provide for the application deadline ior the permit.

Bills to Watch: The Office of the Countl'Attorney will be watching the follorving bills once

they arc introduced:



Monday. August 3, 2020 Submit Public Notice to Enterprise

Frida ,AU r l4 2.020

Public Notice runs in Enterprise requesting
legislative proposal submissions from the public

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 Deadline lor subn'tissions of legislative proposals to

the County Attomey's Office

Monday, September 14, 2020 Submit Public Meeting Notice to Enterprise for
Joint Public Meeti to be held l0/6/20

Friday, September I 8, 2020
Frida S er 25 2020 with CSMC and Del tlorl

Friday, September 18, 2020 County Attomey's Office provides copies of
le lative osal r uests to Conunissioners

Tuesday, September 22, 2020 @ 9:00 AM County Attomey presents legislative proposals
uests to CSMC

Tuesday, September 29 @ 9:00 AM
osals

Friday, October 2, 2020 County Attomey's Office provides FINAL copy of
legislative proposals to Delegate Morgan &
Dele ron

Tuesday, October 6, 2020 (E 6:00 PM CSMC/Dele ation Joint Meetin

County Commissioners for St. Mary's County
September 29, 2020
Page 5 of 5

Timeline:

Friday, August 7. 2020

Public Notice runs in Enterprise for Joint Meeting

I CSMC takes positions/votes on legislative

I

I



St. M.q.nv's Counrv GovBnntreNr

ALisa Casas. Conurunications Director
SMCG TV 95 Station Managcr

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
James R. Guy. President

Eric Colvin, Comnrissioner
Michael. L. Hewift. Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Conunissioncr
John E. O Connor. CommissionerMcdia lnquiries: 301475-4200, cxt. 13,12, or pio({l'stlDarysnld.conr

NEWS RELEASE for lnntctliurc Ralausa

No. 2020 - 208

September 30, 2020, l0:45 a.m.

Commissioners of St. Marv's Countv Approve 2021 Legislative Proposals

LEONARDTOWN, MD - During thcir business mccting Tucsday, Scpt. 29, the Commissioners

of St. Mary's County approved thc 2021 Lcgislative Proposals to movc forward to the Joint

Public Mecting with the St. Mary's Cotrnty Legislative Delegation Tucsday' Oct' 6'

County Attorney David Wciskopf rcviewcd thc ll lc islativc pr als from nurnerous agencics

The lull text lbr each submission is availablc on thc St. Mary's County BoardDocs pasc. The

2021 Lcgislarivc Proposals approved by thc commissioncrs to move forward are:

I A proposal to dccouple rhc st. Mary's County Mctropolitan Commission (Mctcom) and

Commissioncrs of St. Mary's County debt. This rcqucst would amend Scction 27-l I of Article l9

- Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County to allow the dccoupling of MctCom debt fiom county

govcmment debt.

2 A proposal to rcducc the amount of dcbt MctCorn can incur from 25% to 2% of their

assessable base; this request is to amend Section I l3-6 of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St.

Mary's County.

3 - A proposal to grant authority to requcst public facilitics bonds for thc FY2022 budget proccss.

This proposal rcquests the authority to issuc rcqucsts for $34.7 rnillion in public facility bonds

buscd on th" FY2O22 capital improvcmetrt plan. still, it is subject to changc as the Commissioncrs

dcvclop thc FY2022 budgct.

4 - A proposal to cnact a Building Excisc Tax oR Impact Fce. This proposal requests authority

under $20 ofthe Local Government Article ofthe Annotated codc of Maryland to cnact cithcr an

Impact Fce or a Building Exciss Tax, but not both, in St' Mary's County'

5 - A proposal to repeal the termination date ofthe Real Property Transfer Tax in Chapter 138(F)

of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's C'ounty'

6 - A proposal to request authority to increase thc cap ofthe St' Mary's County Public

Accommodations Tax Rate from five (5) percsnt to seven (7) percent'

-MORE-

sl'Mary.sCounlyCovernmenlwillbercsponslveandaccoUnlabteto-lhecounly.s.cilizens:pro!idehighqualily.cosl- 
""rii.*, 

pr€;er!€ rhe county s enuiroi,menr. he rage and rural characrer aad fosrer opporlnniries for present and
efle.lrt c and cffrcrcrlt
turure tsen errr,on\



St. MaRv's Couurv GovrRlunNr

ALisa Casas. Communications Director
SMCG TV 95 Station Managcr

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
Jamcs R. Guy. President

Eric Colvin. Conrmissioncr
Michacl. L. Hcrvill. Commissioncr

Todd B. Morgan. Comnrissioncr

Media lnquiries: 101475-4200, exl. 1342, or pio(.rstmarysmd.com John E. O Connor. Commissioncr

NEWS RELEASE lrtr ltntnetlitoL' Rt'lttr.st'

7 - A proposal to rcpeal thc St. Mary's County Opcn Mcetings Act located in s9-501 tluough '\9-
516 of the Local Govemment Article of the Alnotated Code of Maryland and to require that St.

Mary's County instead follows the State Opcn Mectings Act locatcd in 53-101- Q3-501 of the

General Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

8 - A proposal to allow Body wonr Canreras for Animal control ol'ficers by amending $ 10402

of thc Judicia[ Procecdings Article of the Annotated Codc of Maryland. This legislation would

allow St. Mary's County Animal control officcr to wcar body cameras to record on-duty

encountcrs and activitics.

9 - A proposal for Human Relarions Commission Language update, to amend $29- I 06(bX2) ol
thc Local Govcmment Articlc olthc Annotated Code of Maryland to include sexual orientation

and gcnder idcntrty within thc protectcd classes ofpcoplc undcr thc Powers and Dutics ofthc St.

Mary's County Human Relations Commission.

l0 - A proposal to create Bingo Licensing Pennit Review entity by amending the local ganring

provisions tbr St. Mary's County located in Ql3- 2101, s l3-2103, sl3-2105, $ l3-2106,is l3-2107

and $ I 3-2 I I 5 of the Criminal Law Articlc of the Annotated Codc of Maryland. This lcgislation

would provide for the crcation ofa Bingo Licensing Pcrmit Rcview cntity'

I I - A proposal to allow Golf Carts 1o drivc on old Horse Landing Road. The Commissioners

wi[[requesttoamend"s20.l04oftheTransportationArticlctoexernptGolfCartsfromMotor
vehrclc registration Rcquirements on old Horsc Landing Road in Mechanicsvillc.

12 Support the Breton Bay community request for a Bond Bill for $750,000 to

repair/reconstruct the water management pond/dam in Breton Bay.

l3 - Support AlcohoI Beverage Board proposal for authority to issue on-site consumption

permits flor Class I Distillery Licenses and amends d28 of the Alcoholic Beverages Article to add

scction 404 to cstablish an on-site consumption pcrmit for class I Distillery Licensc.

Commissioner dccisions and rclated public documents are available on the county govemment

wcbsitc in BoardDocs. St. Mary's County C'ommissioncr Mectings may be viewcd live Tucsday

mornings on SMCG Channcl 95 or as a rcplay Friday nights at 6:30 p.m. Mcctings arc also

available for on-demand vicwing on the St. Mary's County Gor ern ment YouTubc Channcl

###

sr. Mary.s Counry covernm€nr witl be responsr!e and accountable to_rhe county s-citiz€ns: pro!idc high qualily. cosl clfeclivc

,"iii".,, p..i.r,. rrr".ounry s environmenr, herirage and rural characler !nd fosrer opportunities for Present and fulurc gef,
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appointmen tofa

netion of whether the bo$owet entered iato any repayment
agreeloent, t€inststed or paid off the loan prior to the eal-e,

G arry euch event, this sale thall be null and voiil, and the
Purchaserh sole remedy, in law or equity, shall be the return
ofhis d€posit without interest.

Edward S. Cohn, Stephen N. Goldberg, Richard E. Solomon,
Richard J. Bogera, Michael McKeefery, Cbrietianna Keraey,

and Michael Whiteon,
Substitute Trust€es

Mid-Atlaatic Auctioueers, LLC
(410) 825-2900

www.mid_atlanticauctioneera.com
CGD File #: 450931

2918?11 EN 9178'9126'tO1212020

LEONABDTOWN, MD 20650. TEE HEARING
BE HELD IN CIRCUIT COURTROOM IV. on 1210

at 10:00 AM.
ThiB hearing may be transferred or postponed t a
quent time, Further information may be obtained
viewing the estate file in the office of the Register of

held at THE OBPHANS' COURT FOB ST.
COUNTY LOCATED AT 41605 COUBTHOUSE

Name of newspaper designated by personal
THE ENTERPRISE/ SOUTHERN MARYLAND
Date of Publication: September 18, 2020

by

2919200 EN

PIIYI,LIS A. SUPEEIO
Register of Wi

P.O. Box 6
41605 Courthouse DIi

Leonardtown, Maryland 206
Phons(301) 4?5-55

91t8,9125120

Public meetings ale now open to the public as long as social distahcing guidelines can be

;;;;i";;;;t,h" c;;;i;;;""' N'i""ting Room capacirv limirs-do not exceed 33 people

;;;;;;;;;;i*.nce must adhere to the e-ocial dietancing guidelines and wear a mask at

""ri 
t"""" "iril" trr"v rt"""l ai""uutv * if they are speakingorare consuming food/drint'

ii-"o"iui ai"t"""i"g guidelines o" *irp.n"y tlom capacity 1i-its cannot be followed' the

;ee't]; ;iiil;;1'"ie reschedulect. TLe public is stronglv encoulaged to view the meeting

"""i;"'tiiy 
i"bU.""Jio o" io"t"b" o" ti"t;n b the JoiDt Public Meeting by calling 301-579-

7236; access code: 963443#.

In lieu of appearalce, coEEents may be subDitted via:

NOTICE OF JOINT PUBLIC MEETING

ST, MARY'S COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND COMMISSIONERS
OF ST. MABY'S COUNTY

OCTOBER 6' 2020 AT 6:00 P'M'
4T770 BALDBIDGE STREET, LEONARDTOWN. MARYLAND

The DurDose of this meeting i8 to consider requegts by the commissioners of st. Mary's

c.rrl"',iiiii"ri".l" 
'bv 

oig-.nirutio"" and members of the putrlic for enactment oflegisla-

ti". aiti"J,U"'zozr Regulir Seseion ofthe Maryland General Assembly

a. Wlitten commeuts via Email: csmc@stmarysmd com

b. Mail: PO Bor 653 Leonardtown, MD,20650

". 
C"fieOl-azs-lz0o x 1234 to speak at the Joint Public Meeting'

a. S"n-il . S'-i"ute video clipio oublicmtga@stmarvsmd com by October 1' 2020 at

5:00 pm.

A COPY OF THE LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE
COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE AND ONLINE AT:

httos//www.simaryemd.coo,ldoce/LeeislativeProoosals2O2l'odf
Approptiate accommodations for indioiduals with Epecial needc will be prooided"';;;;;A;;;. ln order to miet theae '.equitementa, w.e reapectfullv o,sh for one

;;;i;E';;;;;o;t"e. Pledoe contdc, .he Coun4r Commissioners office at 301-175-

Ztiil. 6ri. Beo. Proceedings are teleoiced liie aod'/or recotded for la'er broad-

.;;Z;;;i.;;;i;;. 
' 
iii iiittit of tn"re proceedinsa ia subiect to diac'oaure undet-;;; i";l;A i"blic Information Act. Photographic and e'ectonic dudio and

;i;;;i;;;;;;;n;; ;;e- re cirding de uice e are u eed dur i.ng the commiceione re'
iiiinee. Thcce ari public meQaineE dnd dttenddnce at thea' meetinga duto'ndt'
';;;;;?;;;;-E;. M"i;i Co","tv ari,ernment Permiasion to broadcast vour audio

dnd visual idage'

91t8,9125120202919146 EN



Sr. MARY's CouNrY GovBnxtrENT coNtI\{ISSIoNERS oF sr. IIARY's couNrv
Jamcs R. Guy. President

Eric ('olvin. Commissioner
Alisa Casas, Cornmunications Director Michael. L. Hcwirr. Connrissioncr
SMCG TV 95 Station Managcr Todd B. Morgan. Cornmissioncr
Media Inquirics: l0l-.U5-.1200, ext. 13.12, or pioirr stnrarysntd.com John E. O Connor. Commissioncr

NEWS RELEASE fttr Intmetliate Release

No. 2020 - 200

September 23, 2020, 8:45 a.m.

Commissioners of St. NIary's County Consider 2021 Legislative Proposals

LEONARDTOWN, MD - During their busincss meeting Tuesday, Septcmbcr 22,

the Commissioners of St. Mary's County considcred the 2021 Legislativc Proposals. County

Attorney David Weiskopf put fbrth ll le islative t-o sals lrom Commissioners. thc St. Mary's

County Department of Finance, Department of Emergency Services, the Department of Aging

and Human Services in conjunction with the Human Relations Commission, the Sheriff and the

Alcohol Bevcrage Board of St. Mary's County and a rcqucst for a Bond Bill f'rom the Brcton Bay

Golf and County Club.

The full text for each proposal is availablc on the St. Mary's County BoardDocs paee. The 2021

Legislative Proposals are as follows:

I - De-Couple METCOM and Commissioners of St. Mary's County Debt. This request would

amcnd Seclion 27-l I of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County so that the

METCOM debt would be de-coupled from the Commissioners of St. Mary's County dcbt'

2 - Reduce the Amount of Debt METCOM Can Incur. This request is to amend Section I l3-6 of

Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County to rcducc thc amount of outstanding dcbt

METCOM can incur.

3 - public Facilities Bond, to request authority to issuc $34.7 million in public facility bonds for

the FY 2022 budget.

4 - Building Excise Tax, to rcquest authority undcr $20 ofthe Local Government Articlc ofthe

Annotatcd Codc of Maryland to rcplacc thc lmpact Fce with a Building Excise Tax in St. Mary's

County.

5 - Transfer Tax - Repeal OfSunset Date, to repeal Chapter 138(F) of Article l9 - Public Local

Laws of St. Mary's County- to remove the October l, 2024 termination date of the Real Property

Transfer Tax.

6 - Public Accommodations Tax Rate Increasc, to amcnd 620-405 0fthe Local Govemment

Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland to pass cnabling legislation permifting the incrcase in

the St. Mary's County Public Accommodations Tax rate from tlvc (5) pcrcent to sevcn (7)

percent.

Sl. M!ry.s Counry Co!ernment witl be responsive and accounlable ro rhe counry s-cirizensr provide hign qualily. cosl effective,nd.ffi.icnt

"".it""r, 
pr.i.r"" rh€ counry's enviro;nenr. hcrirag€ and rural character and foster opportunrties for presenr and future 8enerations
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Jarnes R. (iuy. Prcsidert

Iric ( ol\ rn. Connussioncr
Alisa Casas, Conrnrunications Director Michael. L. Hervitt. Conrmissioncr
SMCG TV 95 Station Managcr Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
Media Inquirics: l0l-475-4200, cxl. 13,12. or pio(a slnurvsnrd.conr John E. f)'('onnor. (lontmissioner

NEWS RELEASB [or Intmuliure ReleasL:

7 - St. Mary's County Opcn Meetings Act to repeal the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act

located in ti9-501 through $9-516 of the Local Govemment Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland and to require that St. Mary's County follow thc State Open Meetings Act locatcd in

$3-l0l- $3-501 of the General Provisions Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

8 - Body Wom Cameras - Animal Control Officers. to amend s I 0-402 of the Judicial

Proceedings Article of the Annotated Codc of Maryland to allow St. Mary's County Animal

Control Officcr to wcar body wom cameras to rccord their encounters and activitics.

9 - Human Relations Commission Language Update, to amend \29-106(b)(2) ofthe Local

Govemment Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland to include sexual orientation and gender

identity within the protcctcd classes ofpeoplc under the Powcrs and Dutics olthe St. Mary's

County Human Rclations Commission.

10 - Create Bingo Licensing Permit Review Committee. to amend the local ganting provisions for

St. Mary's Counry located in $13- 2101, Sl3-2103, $13-2105' $13-2106'$13-2107 and $13-2115

of the Criminal Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland to create a Bingo Licensing

Pcrmit Revicw Committec or administrative function.

I I - Allow Golf Carts on old Horsc Landing Road, to amend $20-104 of the Transportation

Article to cxempl Golf Carts from Motor Vehicle rcgistration Requirements on Old Horsc

Landing Road in Mechanicsvtlle .

l2 - Bond Bill Request- Breton Bay Pond/Dam Repair and Reconstruction, lo suPpo( the

conrmunity request for a Bond Bill for $750,000 to repair/reconstruct the water management

pond/dam in Breton Bay.

l3 - On-Site Consunrption Pennit for Class I Distillery License, to amend $28 of the Alcoholic

Beverages Article to add section 404 to establish an on-site consumption pennit for class I

Distillcry Licensc.

Thc Commissioners will vote on thc proposals at thcir Scptembcr 29,2020, meeting in

prcparation for their joint mecting with thc St. Mary's Delegation on October 611'.

Commissioner decisions and related public documents are available on the county govemment

website in BoardDocs. St. Mary's Counry Commissioncr Mcetings may bc vicwed livc Tuesday

momings on SMCG Channel 95 or as a replay Friday nights at 6:30 p.m. Meetings are also

available for on-dcmand viewing on the St. Mary's County Government YouTube Channel.

St. Mary s Coutrty Go!errment witt be responsive and accounlable to the county's{itizensl provide higi quality. cosl .ff€cti! e and cfficient

se.iicesr p,eie,uc the counry's enui.onmenr. herirag€ and rural characler and losler opponunilies for Presenl and turure Sen.rarions
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James R. Guy. President
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Alisa Casas, Communications Director Michael L. gewi1. Comrnissioner
SMCG TV 95 Station Managcr Todd B. Morgan. Comnrissir.rner

Media Inquirics: 301-475-4200 c\t. 71J.12 or pio'.r stmarysnrd.conl John E. o'Connor. Commissioner

NEWS RELEASE fnr ltnnrctlitte Relattse

,\-o. 2020 - l9l
Septcmher 18, 2020. 8: l5 a.m.

Notice of .Ioint Public Nteeting

LEONARDTOWN, MD The Commissioners of St. Mary's County and the St. Mary's County

Legislative Delegation will have a joint public meeting Tuesday. Oct.6,2020, at 6 p.m. in the

Commissioners Meeting Room in the Chesapeake Building located at 41770 Baldridge Street,

Lconardtown, Maryland.

The purpose of this ureeting is to consider requests by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County

and proposals by organizations and members ofthe public tbr enactment of legislation during the

202 I Regutar Session of the Maryland General Assembly.

Public meetings are now open to the public as lotrg as social distancirlg guidelines can be

maintained and the Commissioners' Meeting Room capacity lirnits do not cxcecd 33 people.

Every6ne in attendance must adhere to the social distancing guidelines and wear a f'ace covering

at all timcs unless thcy havc a disability or ifthcy arc speaking or are consunring foodidrink. Il
social distancing guidelines or occupancy room capacity [imits cannot be followcd, the mceling

may bc rcschcduled. Thc public is strongly cncouraged to vicw thc mccting rcmotely on channel

95 or the Coun YouTubc Channcl , or listen by calling 301-579-7236: access codc: 963443#

In lieu ofappcarancc, comtnents rnay be subrnitted via

Written comments via email: csmc stmarysnrd.cotl

Mail: P.O. Box 653 Leonardtown, MD, 20650

Call 301-475-4200 x 1734 to speak at the Joint Public Meeting.

Submit a three-minute video clip to puhleu.llgs.@PgqarylnlrLfalq by Oct

at 5 p.m.

a

b

c

d t.2020

-MORL-

Sr. Mary,s County Government wilt be responsive and accounrable ro ihe counry s citizensi provide high quality. cosl cffcctivc and cfficrenl
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A copy ofthe tegislative proposals will be available in the county attomey's office and online at:

hrtps://www.stnrarysnld.colrl/docs/LeqislativeProposals202 [.Ddf.
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Alisa Casas, Conmunications Director Michael. L. Hcwi1. Connnissioncr
SMCG TV 95 Station Manager Todd B. Morgan. Commissioncr
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Appropriate accommodations fbr individuals with special needs will be provided upon request. hr

order to meet these requirements, we rcspectfully ask fbr one week's prior noticc. Please contact

the County Commissioners Office at 301-475-4200. Proceedings are televised live and/or

recorded for later broadcast on television. All content ofthese proceedings is subject to

disclosure under the Maryland Public Inforrnation Act. Photographic and electronic audio and

visual broadcasting and recording devices are used during the Commissioners' mcetings. Thcse

are public mcetings and attcndance at these mcctings automatically grants St. Mary's County

Govcrnment pcrmission to broadcast your audio and visual imagc.

Sr. Mary s Counry Covernm€nl will be responsive and accounlable ro th€ counly s cilizcns: proride hiSh qualily. cosl-cffcclirc and cffictc.l
sc.ui"cs: preierue ttte county s environmcnt. hcrirage and rural character and fosler opportunilies for presenl and futurc 8en rralions
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEBEBY GIVEN that the St. Mary's County Planning Commission will
conduct a public hearing in the Commissioners Meeting Room in the St. Mary's County
Chesapeake Building, located at 417?0 Baldridge Street, Leonardtown, MD on Monday,
August 24, 2020, b€ginaing at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose ofreceiving public testioonv to
consider the following Concept Site Plan review:

MAJOR SUBDIVISION # 2O-12OOOOO2, WOODS AT MYRTLE POINT SECTION 6
(Zoaing Ordiuaace 10-02) (Subdivisioa Ordinance l0-01)
OWNER: Curtis Developtaent Corporation
AGENTi Chesapeake Trails Surveying
LOCATIONT Myrtle Point Rd
TM-034 GRID-06 PAR-0726 ED-08 TAX ID.16188?
LAND USE: Besidential Los Density
ZONING: Resideatial Lo*-Density, Rl/Airport Environs, AE-4
ACREAGE: 6.06
ACTION EEQUESTED: Eeview ofa 24-lot major subdivisiotl.

This public hearing ie required by law to allow the applicant and all interested parties the
opporlunity to present evidence and public comment regarding this proposal. A decision
will be made solely on evidence and testimony presented during the public hearing. Infor-
mation submitted after the publie hearing record is closed will not be considered.

NOTICE OF BOARD OF APPEALS t
2020, at 6:30 PM in the Main Meeting
41770 Baldridge Street, Leonardtown, I\

VAAP 18- 32-016, Guy Properties: T:
ule 63.3.b ar,d 71.4.2.a (2) of the Compr
quired 65-foot Type B front buffer yard,
the required stream buffer to replace a
located at 23490 Budds Creek Road, Leo
3. Parcel 32, in Zone: Village, Mixed l
(RPD) with Resource Conservation Arez

Public Hearings may be viewed on St.
YouTube. Citizens may listen to the Pu
code: 963443 at the scheduled meeting t
Due to social distancing guidelines at th
the general public. Members of the press
may be submitted with contact informati
for the legal record via:

a. EmaiL Sherrie.Youne(astmar],smd
Deadline: 5:00 pm ofthe day orec

b. Mail: Land Use & Growth Manag
20 650

c. Call301-475-4200 x 1234 to speal
When the Board of Aooeals Chair

d. Submit a 3-minute video clip to !!
Dead linq. &iday,flql-lqs c

The Board ofAppeals will consider all s

Public Hearing Guidelines are subject:
listening to, or submitting cottrments v
Public Information Office, Communicat
publicmtgs@stmarysmd.com.

Ifyou have any questions regarding thei
Planning Specialist, Land Use and Gro'
Sherrie.Young(dstmaryemd.com.

2914658 EN

Notice of l

Proposed Amendment to the St. Mar"!
erage Plan for Tax Map 34, Pareel 726

NOTICE IS HEREBY GMN that the St.
duct a public hearing in the Commissiont
located at 41770 Baldridge Street, Leonar
beginning at 6:30 p.m., for the purpose ofr
amendment to the St. Mary's County Coml

Case No. 20-200-002' Woods at
Owner: Curtis Development Corp
Developer or contract purchaser:
Engineer or corespondent: Mudd
Location: Southeasterly cornet of
California, MD
Tax Map 34, Grid 6, Parcel 726 I
Land Use: Besidential low Densi
Zoning: Residential Low Density
Acreage: 6.03
Action Requeeted: Amend servic(
ter and aewer service categories
developer 6nanced) to W-3D and I

in anticipation of providing public
development.

A cnnr nf the nrnnneprl amendm..t i" evo

PUBLIC NOTICE
Citiretr8 IDvited to Subait Legi8lative Proposals for

2021 General Assembly Session

The Commissiouers of St. Mary's County will hold a joint meeting with members of the St.
Mary's County Legislative Delegation on Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 6 p.E. The meeting
will take place in the commissionero meeting room inside the Chesapeake Building, 41770
Baldridge Street in Leonardtown.

The purpose of the meetirg is to consider requeats by the Commissionels of St. Mary's
County, as well as proposals from organizations and citizens for the enactment oflegislation
during the 2021 session of the General Assembly ofMatyland.

The forn to submit a legislative proposal can be found online at http://www.co.8aint'mar.vs.
md.us/countyattorneylindea.asp- The deadline for the Commissioners of St. Mary's County
to review the proposals considered at the October 6, 2020 joint rneeting is August 26, 2020.

Due to COVID-19 pecautions, the public is not allowed to be physically present, but may
view the meeting on Chanuel gS or the St. Mary's County GovernEent YouTube Chandel.
Citizens may also listetr by calling 301-579-7236, acce8s code 963443, In lieu ofappearance,
citizens may call in to speak at the meeting or submit written cornments or video clips as

follows:

a. Email to: caioqes!4aIy6lqdca4.
b. Mail: Commissioners of St. Maly's County, PO Box 653, Leonardtown, MD 2065O
c. Call 301-475-4200 X 1234 to epeak via telephone during the meeting.
d. Submit a 3-minute video clip to publieldLggQEiroalrsrBdJglq by October 1, 2020 at 5:OO pm.

The press is permitted to attend.

Please note that citizens can choose to submit proposals directly to the St. Mary's County
Delegation per their schedule. Proposals can be subhitted to:

2914887 EN

ANI)Commissioners of St. Mary's County
41770 Baldridge Street
P.O. Box 653
Leonardtown, MD 20650
csmc@stmarysmd.corn

MATT MORGAN, Delegate
District 29A, St. Mary's County
310 House Ofdce Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
mstt.morgan@house,state,md.us

8t7 ,8t 14t2020

Due to COVID-19 precautions, the public is not allowed to be physically present, but may
view the Eeeting on Channel 95 or the St. Mary's County Government YouTube channel.
Citizens may alao listen by calling 301.579-7236, access code 963443. The press i6 permit'
ted to attend.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Citizens Invited to Submit Legislative proposals for

2021 General Asseftbly Session
T_he Commissioners of St. Mary's County will hold a joint meeting with EeDrbers of the St.
Mary's- County I.egislative Delegation on Tuesday, October 6, 2OZO at e p.ra. The meeting
will take place in the commissioners meeting room inside the Chesapeak; Building,4l??6
Baldridge Street in Leonardtown.

The purpose of the meeting is to considet,tequests by the Commissioners of St. Mary,s
Courty, as well as proposals from organizations and citizens for the enactment oflegislation
during the 2021 session of the Ceneral Assembly of Maryla nd.

The form to submit a legislative proposal can be found ouline at http://www.co.saint-mar],s.
md.uslcourltvattoroey,/index.aso. The deadline for the Commissioners of St, Mary's Couifi
to review the proposals considered at the October 6, 2020 joint meeting is Augusi 26, 202ti.
nue to COVID-l9 precautions, the public is not allowed to be physically present, but may
view the meeting on Channel 95 or the St. Mary's County Government youTube Channei.
Citizens may also listen by calling 301-579-7236, access code 963443, In lieu ofappearance,
citizens may call in to speak at the meeting or submit written comments or video clips as
follows:

!mail to: csmc(qstmarysmd.com.

Extra Space Storage will
hold a public auction at the
Iocation indicated: 226?2
Three Notch Rd. Lexington
Park, MD 20653, 301-908-
6668, August 26, 2020 at
3:00 PM.

Units 2235 5019 2245
2291 2306 2259 2212 104? .

The auction will be listed
and advertised online on
www.storagetreasures.com.
Purchases must be made
with cash only aDd paid at
the above referenced facili
ty in order to complete the
transaction. Extra Space
Storage may refuse any bid
and may rescind any pur-
chase up until the winning
bidder takes possession of
the personal property.
291181? EN At7t2020

IN THE ,

BEFORE TH]
ST. MAR}

IN THE ESTATE O
LAWRENCE H,
ESTATE NO. 2009(

NOTICE ,

To all Persons Intere

You are hereby noti
ERIC ANTONIO H1
MD 20667 for judicir
and for the appointr
hearing will be held
MARY'S COUNTY I
DRIVE LEONARD:
ING WILL BE HEL
10/09/2020 at I:30 Pl

This hearing may be
quent time. Further
!'lewing the estate 6l

Iail: Commissioners of St. Mary's County, PO Box 653, Leonardtown, MD 2O65O
c

^11301-47 
5.4200 X 1234 to speak via telephone during the meeting.

ubmit a 3-minute video clip to p]Jblia!0lgs@qtloary6Dd.egE by October 1, 2020 at 5:OO pm

The press is permitted to attend.

Please note that citizens can chooae to submit proposals directly to the St. Mary's County
Delegation per thei! schedule. Proposals can be submitted to:

d,S

Commissioners of St. Mary's County
41770 Baldridge Street
P.O. Bor 653
Leonardtown, MD 20650
csmc@stmarysmd.com

2914887 EN

MATT MORGAN, Delegate
District 29A, St. Mary's County
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401
matt.morgan@house. state,md.us

8t7,8t14t2020

AND
2914053 EN

JANI
BAIDWIN

22335 EXPLO
LEXIN(

NOTIC
NOTI

NOTICN

I
TO ALL PERSONS I]
CAROLYN M. BI
AXA: CARLOYN M

Notice is given th:
45035 STEER HORi.
20636 was on AUCUI
sentative ofthe small
who died on MAY 2. !

Further information
tate file in the office ol
the personal represen

AII persons having a
file their objections r
days after the date of
having ao objection to
objeations with the Re
+L^ .-l^:^ ^. *-,Lt:^^+:--

C



St. M.rRy's Couxrr Govnnxunxr coMltlssto.r-ERS oF Sr. MARy's couNTy
Janres R. Cuy. President

I.-ric ('oh tn, Conlnlissioner
Alisa Casas, Communications Director Michacl. L. lcwir(. Connnissioner
SMCG TV 95 Station Managcr Todtl B. Morgan. Corrrnissioner
Media Inquirics: 301-175-4200 ext. 1342 or p ioi4 stnrarysrlld. com John E. O'(onnor, Commissioncr

NEWS RELEASE frtr lnttnediutc llelause

No. 2020 - 147

August 7, 2020, 8:05 a.m.

Citizens Invited to Subnrit Legislative Proposals for
2021 General Asscmblv Session

Leonardtown, MD - The Cornmissioncrs of St. Mary's County will hold a joint mceting with
menrbers of the St. Mary's County Legislativc Dclegation on October 6, 2020, at 6 p.m. The

meeting will take place in the conrnrissioners Dleeting room inside tlre Chesapeake Buildiug,
41770 Baldridge Street in Leonardtown. The purpose of the meeting is to consider requests by the

Commissioncrs of St. Mary's Counfy, as wcll as proposals fiom organizations and citizcns tirr thc
enactmeut of legislation during the 2021 session of the General Assembly of Maryland.

Legislative Proposals are due to the Commissioners by August 26,2020. The fomr to submit a

legislative proposal can be found online at http://www.co.saint-

marys.md.us/countyattomev,'index.asp.

Due to COVID-19 prccautions, thc public is not allowed to bc physically prcsent, but rnay vicw thc

mecting on Channel 95 or the St. Mary's County Govcmrrent YouTubc Channcl. Citizcns may

also listcn by calling 301-579-7236, acccss codc 963443, In licu ofappcarance, citizens may call

in to spcak at thc mccting or submit written comments or vidco clips as follows:
a. Email to: csmc@stmarysmd.com.

b. Mail: Commissioncrs of St. Mary's County, PO Box 653, Lconardtown, MD 20650.
c. Call 301-475-4200 X 1234 to speak via telephone during tlie nreeting.
d. Submit a 3-minute video clip to publicmtqs(idstmarysmd.com by October l,2020 at 5 p.m

The prcss is pernritted to attend

Please note that citizens can choose to submit proposals directly to thc St. Mary's County
Delegation per their schedule. Proposals can be subnritted to:

ANDCommissioners of St. Mary's Counry

41770 Baldridge Street

P.O. Box 653

Leonardtown. MD 20650

csmc((,s tmarvsntd.cottt

Sl. Mary s Counly Government willbe responsive and accounlable lo the county s cilizens: providc high qualily. cosl effeclrve and effrcienl
ser!ices; pr€servc lh€ counly s en\ironmcnr. hcrilagc and rural character and fosler opponunilaes for presenl and fulurc gendrauons

Matt Morgan, Delegate

District 29A, St. Mary's County
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street

Annapolis. MD 21401

matt.morgan(rDhouse.state.md.us





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoTNT MEETTNG
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGTSLATTVE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrssroNERS oF ST. MARy's CouNTy

OCTOBER 6.2020 Ar'6:00 P.u.
4I770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LToxIruTowx, MARYLAND

REQT EsToR: Colt]trssro\ER TODD IIoR(;A]-

ADDRESS: .11770 B.\l.DRrD(;L sr-REEr, p.o. Bo\ 653, lrorrnoro['r, uo 20650

TELEPTIoNE:
EMATL:

-r0l -.175-4200
t1)t)t).]toR(;,\\rfl sTlt,\ RYs l I D.co ]t

StiBrEc'r'NIATI'ER: TO REQUEST THAT THE NIETCOM DEBT BE DE-COUPLED FROI\I
THE CONINIISSIONERS OF ST. NIARY'S COUNTY DEBT

LEGISLATIvE REFERENcE: Section 27-l I of Article l9 Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County

FIsc,\t, l ttP,\('r': YEs No ANIoTINT:

REQUEST: To amend Section 27-l I of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County for the
purpose of de-coupling the METCOM debt from the Commissioners of St. Mary's County debt.

A. Unless and until otherwise provided by ordinance of the County Commissioners within the
limitations provided by public general law, the aggegate amount ofbonds and other evidences of
indebtedness outstanding at any one time may not exceed a total ofthe sum of two and fifteen
hundredths (2.15) percent upon the assessable real property in the County other than the operating
real property ofa public utility and five (5) percent upon the assessable personal property and

operating real property of a public utility. However, tax anticipation notes or other evidences of
indebtedness having a maturity not in excess of twelve ( l2) months, bonds or other evidences of
indebtedness issued or guaranteed by the county, payable primarily or exclusively from taxes
levied in or on or other revenues of special taxing areas or districts heretofore or hereafter
established by law, [and] bonds or other evidences ofindebtedness issued for self-liquidating and
other projects payable primarily or exclusively from the proceeds ofassessments or charges for
special benefits or services, and agreements or other evidences ofindebtedness executed or
guaranteed by the county, payable primarily or exclusively fiom investment instruments purchased

by the county, that are guaranteed to yield proceeds equal to or exceeding the amount ofthe
county's indebtedness, are not subject to or to be included as bonds or evidences ofindebtedness in
computing or applying the percent limitations above provided.

August 26 Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 [,egislative Proposals will be presented to the Comrnissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

Septerrrber 29 - Commissioners will take positions,/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.
October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

Sec. 27-l l. - Percentage limitation for certain evidences ofindebtedness; exceptions.



.,:

B

C. All bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued by the County Commissioners for the benefit
of St. Mary's Hospital of St. Mary's County may not be included as bonds or other evidences of
indebtedness in computing or applying the percent limitation provided in Subsection A of this
section.

SUBMIT B}' AUGUST 26,2020 ToI

CoMltrssroNERs oF ST. Ntrnr''s Cour-rY
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEo'..ARDTo\T'N NI ARYLAND 20650
csmcfq$nEry$qd.qeln

AND MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRTCT 29A, ST. MARY'S CoUNTY
310 HousE OFFTcE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADEN STREET

ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.mor{:an((rhouse.state.rnd.us



Sec. 27-11, - Percentage limitation for certain evidences of indebtedness; exceptions

A. Unless and until otherwise provided by ordinance of the County Commissioners within the
limitataons provided by public general law, the aggregate amount of bonds and other evidences
of indebtedness outstanding at any one time may not exceed a total of the sum of two and
fifteen hundredths (2.15) percent upon the assessable real property in the County other than the
operating real property of a public utility and five (5) percent upon the assessable personal
property and operating real property of a public utility. However, tax anticipation notes or other
evidences of indebtedness having a maturity not in excess of twelve (12) months, bonds or
other evidences of indebtedness issued or guaranteed by the county, payable primarily or
exclusively from laxes levied in or on or other revenues of special taxing areas or districts
heretofore or hereafter established by law, [and] bonds or other evidences of indebtedness
issued for selfliquidating and other projects payable primarily or exclusively from the proceeds
of assessmenls or charges for special benefits o. services, and agreements or other evidences
of indebtedness executed or guaranteed by the county, payable primarily or exclusively from
investment instruments purchased by the county, that are guaranteed to yield proceeds equal to
or exceeding the amount of the county's indebtedness, are not subject to or to be included as
bonds or evidences of indebtedness in computing or applying the percent limitations above
provided.

B. All bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued under the authority of the Sanitary
Commission Act shall be subject to the percent limitation set forth in subsection A of this
section. Responsibility for repaymenl shall remain with the St. Mary's County Metropolitan
Commission.

C. All bonds or other evidences of indebtedness issued by the County Commissioners for the
benefit of Sl. Mary's Hospital of St. Mary's County may not be included as bonds or other
evidences of indebtedness in computing or applying the percent limitation provided in
Subsection A of this section

(1979, ch. 670;1982, ch. 75; 2003, ch.247;2005,ch.526; ch424,2017\



St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission
Capital lmprovements Budget - Recommended'll9l2020

Debt Ceilin Limit Analysis

Debl Outslanding - Beginning of Year (1)

DHCD - Various Water & Sewer Projecls

s

s

s

s4,807 983

7,152.371
$ 89,481.397 $ 83.061,444 $ 76,496,778 $ 6S,774,771 $ 62,937,A22

(6,4r9,9s3) (6.564,666) (6.722.007), (6,836,950) (6,719,204)

$ 83,061,444 $ 76,496,778 S 69,774.771 $ 62.537,822 $ 56,218,618

DHCD - Vacoon Truck

Sewer Debt to be issued

Capital Reserves Sewer (Conlingencies) "
Eslimated New Debt Pnor Year's Sewer POects
Water Debl to be issued

Capilal Reserves Water (Conlingencies) "
Estimated New Debl Prior Yeals Waler Proiects

Principal Payments -Proposed Debl
Proposed Debt

Ending Debl Balance

Assessed Value with 1% GroMh (3)

Debt as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY21-FY26

Allowable Debl LimI

Debl as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY20-FY25

279,554

(6,338,218)

$ 95,901,7

2 937 ,222

5.840 583

(197,s38)

$ 9.200.267

$105,101 996

$12,488.950
0

0 89%
that would have to be borrowed, but ca

Principal Paymenls - Existing Debt

Existing Debt

Proposed Debt (2):

Beginning Balance
$

9,282,201 2.365,272 5.556 652 5,756,133 3,247,843

(746 885) (894.767) (921,611) (s49,259) (977,737)

$ 33.168,216 g 38.242.s7s $ 46,628,924 I 53,168,333 S s7.O72.O77

$116,229,660 $114,739,354 $116,403,695 5116,106,155 $113,290,695

677 512,384,827.734

21,351,169 $

2iU,730
33,168,216 S

3,226,85s

38,242,575 $

3,139,307

46,628,924 $

1.224,535

53,168,333

1,267,638

0.95%

25%

0.93%

$12,508,676,011

0.93%

25%

$12,633,7 62,77 1 $ 1 2.760, 1 00,399

0.92./" 0.89%

0 93% 0.90% 0 92%
without CSMC Approval

't 13,S50,660 $

5,592,127

(7,459,433)

112,083,354 $

8,695,959

(7,643,618)

113,135,695 $ 112,330,155

6,980,668
4,555,481

17,786.208],
(7,696,941)

Principal Payments - Proposed Debt

Ending Debt Balance Excluding Capilal Reserves (Contangencies)

Assessed Value with 1olo GroMh (3)

0.8s%

" Capltal Reserves Water / Sewer

Excluding capltal Reserves Water / Sewer (Condngencles)

Beginning Balance

New Debt

94,807,983

16,209170

109,400,566 $

1 1,7't 6,931

(7,166,838)

ss

(6,535,757)

FY 2021 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026FY 2022FY 2020

$ 95.901.730

16,42O,332)

s 89,481,397

s.200,267

5 601 288

347,000

6,206,350

465,000

(468,736)

$

$ 21,351,169

$t2,t40,797,700
0.91%

s12

250/.

0

(6,889,068)

5 104,481,996

11,807,638

$ 109,400,566$ 104,481,996 $ 113,950,660 $ 112.083,354 $ 113,135,695 $ 112,330,155 $
109,188,695

$

696,000 177,OOO 417 ,000 432,000

151.000 200,000 195.000 76,000



Debt as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY21-FY26 $12,488,S50,055

Debl as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY20-FY25 0.88% o.s1%

NOTE(1) Debt Outslanding Beginning ofYear updaled forlhe NOTE (2) lvletoom new debt currenl
year from the Prior Year Audil. This as the cumulalive calculalion includes contingencies. total of
Outstanding Debt, plus Undrawn.
NOTE (3) FY2020 based on FY2013 rolled forwatd al 1yo. FY2O21 Update ulilizes lVlD Depl of
Planning 2018 data: Reduced by Sanitary Districts 7 and I (no facilities), and reduced by all pLrblic

property (County/State/Federal). lf FY2020was rolled foMard to FY2021 without update, FY2021

assessed value would have been higher by $473k at $12,613,839,556 and calculating lhe debl as a
percentage at .87% vs. the new calculation of.90%

$12.262.205,777 $12,384 827,835 $12,508,676,1 13 $12,633,762,874 $12,760,100,503

0.91% 0 89% 0.86% 0 89%

$12,140,797,

0 88%

0.90% 0.89%0.93% 0.91%o.uo/.



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

subject:

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:08 PM

George Erichsen; Patricia Stiegman
David Weiskopf; Angela Blondino; Neil Murphy; Jody Quasney
RE: Assessed value for METCOM property

We are using the version circled with "purple" - percentage changed due to updating debt

From: George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom,org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 7:51 PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; Patricia Stiegman <pstieBman @ metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stmarysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarysmd.com>; Neil
Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stma rysmd.com>; Jody Quasney <Jody.Quasney@stma rysmd.com>
Subject: RE: Assessed value for METCOM property

JC:

Great. And, we recalculated when I came over to Metcom a couple years ago instead of just adding 7Yo every year,

which they had bern doing for a while. As such, the SSS is about S400K lower than it would have been.

George Erichsen

------- Original message ------
From: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>

oate: 9122/20 7 tl5 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Patricia Stiegman <pstiegma n@ metcom.orq>, George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskop f < David.Weiskopf@ stmarvsmd.com> , Angela Blondino <An ela.Blondino stma md.com> , Neil

Murphy <Neil. M urphv@stmarvsmd.com>, lody Quasney <i odv. Qua s ney@ st m a rvsmd. com >

Subject: Re:Assessed value for METCOM property

Yes I saw the note 3 with explanation
Thanks jeannett

From: George Erichsen <qerichsen @ metcom.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22,2020 6:49:31 PM

To: leannett cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore(a stmarvsmd.com>; Patricia Stiegman < stie man metcom.o
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf (o stma rvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino@stma rvsmd.com>; Neil

Murphy <Nell.Murohv(ostmarvsmd.com>; Jody Quasney
Subject: RE:Assessed value for METCOM property

JC

<Jod asn stma smd.com>

Get Outlook for Android

1



It is annotated in Chaper 113 and on our calculation sheet. In short, it is calculated starting from the assessable base of
the County less all the Sanitary Districts where we do not have Metcom facilities and less public (County) properties.
We have to use MD Department of Planning information as we have to sort data by the 10 Sanitary Districts. patty, feel
free to add any additional explaination. Hope this helps.

George Erichsen

---: Original message --------
From: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarvsmd.com>
Date:9/22/20 5:t0 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Patricia Stiegman <pstiegma n@metcom.orq>, "'gerichsen@metcom.org"'<gerichsen@metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf(ostma rvsmd.com>, Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino@stma rvsmd.com>, Neil
Murphy <Neil.Murphv@stma rvsmd.com>, Jody Quasney <iod uasne stma md.com>
Subject: Assessed value for METCOM property

Good afternoon,
After this mornings meeting on the Legislative items - Commissioners asked for the Assessed Value for METCOM
property.
ln looking at the Debt Ceiling Limit Analysis submitted for FY2021ClB request, attached, it says for FY2O21 is

512,1,40,797 ,7o0.
Question - is this just for METCOM's property? Or is this the pro.lection for the entire County?

County's for FY2021 total assessable base is S13,173,395,000 per SDAT - also attached

Let me know.
Tha nks for your help,
.Jeannett

2



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Rebecca Bridgett
Tuesday, September 22,2020 5:24 PM

Randy Guy; Eric Colvin; Mike Hewitt; Todd B. Morgan (SAIC); John Oconnor
Jeannett Cudmore; David Weiskopf; Angela Blondino; George Erichsen

(gerichsen@metcom.org)

FYI: 9-22-2020 lnquiry By Commissioner Hewitt

Debt ceiling sent to county 1-14-2020.docx

Commissio ners,

Please find the email below and attachment from George Erichsen responding to the questions earlier today during your

legislative proposals review.

Thanks, Dr. B

Dr. Rebe.co Bolton Btidgett
County Administrotot
St. Mory's Counly Government
Chesopeoke Building
41770 Eoldridge Sueet
Post Oflice Box 653
Le on o rdtown, M o ry I o n d 206 50
301-47s 4200 X71320
301-475-49i5 (Jox)

Theviews rellected in this emaitore those of the sender ond not necessorily those oJSt. Mory', County. fhis elecionic messoge ond oll contents moy contoin

confrdentiol communicotions subject tothe Elecionic Communicotion Ptivocy Act, 18 Lt-S-C. 251G2527. Such communiaotions ore confidentiolond prctecled from
disclosure dnd orc intended lot the oddtessee onty- tl you ore not the intended oddressee, pleose destroy the original messoge ond oll coptes-

From: George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom.org>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22,2020 4:04 PM

To: Rebecca Bridgett <Rebecca.Bridgett@stmarysmd.com>

Cc: gerichsen @metcom.org; bbayl@md.metrocast.net; pstiegma n@ metcom.org; rcbeaver@rcbeaverlaw.com

Subiect: 9-22-2020 lnquiry By Commissioner Hewitt

Dr. B

It is our understanding that Commissioner Hewitt had a question regarding Metcom's assessable base as it pertains to

the legislated combined debt and the draft decoupling legislation submitted by Commissioner Morgan. Attached please

find the specific document that we annually forward to CFO Jeannette Cudmore for the County's use in determining the

combined debt limit of both entities. The information attached was supplied as a part ofthe FY 21 budget process,

reviewed by our Board and forwarded to the County on 1-1,4-2020.Specifically, Metcom's assessable base for FY 21 is

circled in purple on the attached for ease of reference ($12.18, which is about Sl.B less than the County's). Please

forward this to the County Commissioners to ensure that they all receive a copy.

Commissioner Morgan's decoupling proposal includes the reduction of MetCom's legislated 25% limit down to 2.15%,

which corresponds to a significant reduction on potential Metcom borrowing. As always, if there are any other
questions, please do not hesitate to contact me anytime. Note: Mr. Beaver was present and was representing the

1

Subject:
Attachments:



Alcohol Beverage Board's proposed legislation as their attorney not the Metropolitan Commission as we have no

Iegislation submitted this year, Thank you.

2
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Jarnes R. Gur- President

Eric Colr in. Cornm issioner
lvl ichael L. Hervitl. Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Comm issioner
John E. O'Connor. Comrnissituer

Septernber 29. 2020

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland House of Delegates
3 I 0 House Ol'fice Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: St. Mary's Co. - To De-Couple the METCOM and Commissioners of St. Mary's Counry
Debt Section 27-ll of Article 19 - Public Loctrl Ltoys o.[St. llary's Countl,

Dear Chairman It'lorgan:

'l 
he Commissioners of St. Mary's County suppon the amendment of Section 27-l I ol Artit'le

l9 ofthe Public Locul Lutts oJ St. llar1, .\ ('ount) to de-couple the METCOM debt from the
Commissioners of St. NIary's Countl'debt as requested by Commissioner Todd Morgan.

\\'e appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation rvill benefit the
citizens of St. Mary's County. We look fbrward to u'orking rvith you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerell.
COI\,I ISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COI.]NTY

/, &,7'
s Randy Guy. President

('SVl( rAB/sf
I irConsenu20lO'l l0

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael I Iewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgen. clounty Administrator
David WeiskopL County Attorne)

p.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAI(E BUILDING . 4 | 770 BAl.DRlDcr- s l .. t.LnNARDl-owN, N1D 20650
pHo\r, 301.475.4200. !x r. 1350 . t-Ax 301 .475.4935 . *wlt.stmarlsmd.com ' CSMC@sruAR\ sMD.( oM

J ,.,
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ST. MARY'S CoLINTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Comor, Commissioner

HB - St. Mary's County
De-Coupling Metropolitan Commission Debt and

County Debt

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Arurapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - De-Coupling METCOM and County Debt
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: - De-Coupling
METCOM and County Debt which is being heard in the

.2021.
Committee on

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegatc Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hcwitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopt, County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNG . 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 x1350 . FAX 301.475.4935 . www.stmarvsmd.aom . CSMC@STMARYSMD.coM

a



ST. MARY,S CoUNTY Go\TRNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioncr

Senate BiIl _ - St. Mary's County -
De-Coupling Metropolitan Commission Debt and

County Debt

SUPPORT

,2021

Senator , Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Ofhce Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: _ - De-Coupling METCOM and County Debt
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: - De-Coupling METCOM and
County Debt which is being heard in the Committee on _,2021

We request a tavorable repofi on Senate Bill We suppofi the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopl, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNG . 41770 BALDRTDGE sr., LEONARDTowN, MD 20650
PHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . ww\y.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC(asTMARysMD.coM

*i_ t' ,,

'"Hfi:,:

Cci





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETING
ST. MARY'S COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIoN AND CoMMIssIoNERs oF ST. MARY,S CoUNTY

OCTOBER 6,2020 Ar 6:00 p.u.
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors rvill be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQUEST: To amend Section I l3-6 of Article l9 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County to reduce
the amount of debt that METCOM can incur from TWENTY FIVE (25%) PERCENT to TWO AND
FIFTEEN HUNDREDTHS (2. I 5%) PERCENT.

113 6. Bonds; authorized, restriction, issue.
A. (1) For the purpose ofproviding funds for the design, construction, establishment, purchase or
condemnation of water supply and sewerage systems in any of the sanitary districts, the Metropolitan
Commission, upon the approval of the Commissioners olSt. Mary's County and in accordance with $ 27
I I of the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, is authorized and empowered to incur debt, from time to
time, upon the full faith and credit of St. Mary's County, in such amounts as it may deem to be necessary
to carry on its work, but at no time shall the total debt outstanding for all purposes under this chapter
exceed TWO AND FIFTEEN HUNDREDTHS (2.15) PERCENT- TWENTY FM (25) PERCENT
of the total value of the property assessed for County taxation purposes within all ofthe sanitary districts
in which public water or sewer facilities are located.

ST,B]rIT BY AUGUST 26,2020 To:.
CoMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MARY,S CoUNTY AND MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET DrsrRrcr 29A, Sr. MARy's CouNTy
P.O. Box 653 310 Housf, OFFTCE BUTLDTNG

LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650 6 BLADEN STREET
Ar.-N.LPoLIs, MD 2I40I
nlatt.morgan(.lthouse.state.md.us

csmc(r!stmarysmd.com

REQUESToR: CoMMISSIoNER ToDD MoRGAN

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTDGE srREET, p.o. Box 653, LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650

TELEPHoNE: 301-475-4200
EMAIL: ToDD.MoRGAN@STNtrARYSMD.CoM

SUBJECT MATTER: To REDUCE THE AMoUNT oF oUTSTANDING DEBT THAT METcoM cAN INCUR.

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: Section I l3-6 of Article 19 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County

FrscAL IMPACT: YEs_ No _ AMoUNT:_



Sec. 113-6. - Bonds; authorized, restriction, issue

A. For the purpose of providing funds for the design, construction, establishment, purchase or
condemnation of water supply and sewerage systems in any of the sanitary districts, the
Commission, upon the approval of the Commissioners of St. Mary's County and in accordance
with S 27-1 1 of the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, is authorized and empowered to incur
debt, from time to time, upon the full faith and credit of St. Mary's County, in such amounts as it
may deem to be necessary to carry on its work, but at no time shall the total debt outstanding
for all purposes under this chapter exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the total value of the
property assessed for County taxation purposes within all of the sanitary districts in which public
water or sewer facilities are located. Subject to the conditions contained herein, the form, tenor,
manner and all other matters relating to the incurrence of debt, including, but not limited to, the
issuance of bonds under this chapter shall be prescribed in a resolution to be adopted by the St.
Mary's County Metropolitan Commission prior to incurring additional debt. Except as provided in

S 27-'11 of the Code of St. Mary's County, Maryland, the issuance of bonds may not be subject
to any limitations or conditions contained in any other law, and the Commission may incur debt
in such manner and for such price as at may determine to be for the best interests of the
Commission as approved by and the Commissioners of St. Mary's County. Any bonds issued
shall be serial bonds issued upon the serial maturing plan and in such denominations as shall
be determined by the Commission. Any debt incurred by the Commission may be prepaid or
redeemable before maturity, as permitted by the debt instrument, at the option of the
Commission at such price and under such terms and conditions as may be fixed by the
Commission prior to the incurrence of debt. Any related interest owed shall be at such rate or
rates payable not less than semiannualty, as shall be determined by a resolution of the St.
Mary's County Metropolitan Commission adopted prior to the incurrence of debt. All debt
incurred by the Commission shall mature in not more than forty (40) years after date of issue
and shall be forever exempt from State, City and County taxation as hereinafter provided. All
debt instruments and related documentation to evidence any indebtedness shall be issued
under the signature and seal of the Commission and shall be unconditionally guaranteed as to
payment of both principal and interest by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County, a political
subdivision of the State of Maryland, which guaranty shall be endorsed on any such debt as
may be issued in the following language: "The payment of interest when due and the principal
at maturity is guaranteed by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County, Maryland." Such
endorsement shall be signed on any bonds issued by the Commissioners of St. Mary's County
within ten (10) days after any bonds are presented by the Commission for such endorsement.

B. The principal amount of any Commission debt as permitted hereunder, the interest payable
thereon, and any income derived therefrom, including any profit made by the Commission in the
sale or transfer thereof, shall be and remain exempt from taxation by the State of Maryland and
by the several counties and municipal corporations of this State.

(1957, ch. 816, sec. 119: 1966, ch. 175 1967, ch. 342, sec. l6l; 1970, ch. 396; 1976, ch. 9l l;
197 7, ch. 563; 2012, ch. 7 04; 2016, ch. 284l, 2017, ch. 424; 201 8, ch. I 08)



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Rebecca Bridgett
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:07 AM
David Weiskopf; Angela Elondino
FW: Assessed value for METCOM property
METCOM Debt Ceiling Analysis FY2021.pdf; County Debt Capacity 7-7-?020.pd1

FYI

From: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 5:38 PM

To: Rebecca Bridgett <Rebecca. Bridgett@stma rysmd.com>
Subject: FW: Assessed value for METCOM property

What I sent to them.
See footnote fl3 (bottom of METCOM Debt Ceiling Analysis) - they take their assessment from MD Department of
planning less reduced by Sanitary districts with no facilities,
Thus the difference of S1,032,597,300 compared to what is used on County's Debt Capacity (13,173,395,000 - less

L2,140,797 ,700J..

From: Jeannett Cudmore
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 5:10 PM

To: 'Patricia Stiegman'<pstieqman@metcom.org>;'gerichsen@metcom.org'<gerichsen(dmetcom.orq>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stma rvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>; Neil

Murphy <Neil. Murphv@stma rvsmd.com>; jody Quasney <Jodv.Quasnev@stmarvsmd.com>

Subject: Assessed value for METCOM property

Good afternoon,
After this mornings meeting on the Legislative items - Commissioners asked for the Assessed Value for METCOM

property.
ln looking at the Debt Ceiling Limit Analysis submitted for FY2021 CIB request, attached, it says for FY2021 is

5L2,74O,797 ,700.
Question - is this just for METCOM'S property? Or is this the projection for the entire County?

Let me know.
Tha nks for your help,
Jea nnett

County's for FY2021 total assessable base is 513,173,395,000 per SDAT - also attached.

1



Debl Outstanding - Beginning of Year (1)

DHCD - Various Water & Sewer Projects

DHCD - Vacoon Truck

94,807 983

7,152,371

279,594

St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission
Capital lmprovements Budget - Recommended 1/9/2020

Oebt Ceili Limit An sis

(6,338.218)

$ 95,901,730

2,937 222

5.840.583

(197,s38)

$ 9,200,267

$'t 05 101,ss6

$12,488,950

s

s

$

s 8s,481 397 $ 83.061.444 $ 76.496,778 $ 65,174,771 $ 62,937,822

Principal Payments - Existing Debl
Existing Debl

Proposed Debl (2)

Eeginning Balance

$ 83,061,444 $ 76,496,778 $ 69,714.17't $ 62.937,A22 $ 56.218.618

$

(6,419 9s3) (6,s64,666) \6,122.007) (6 836,9s0) (6,719,204)

a 920k 0 8s%

$ 21,351,169 $

2,434.730

33,168,216 $

3,226,855

38,242,575 $

3,139,307

46,628 e24 $

1,224,535
53,168.333

1,267.638

05,677 $12,3A4 A27 ,734
0.95% 0.93%

25V. 250/"

$12 508,676,011

0.93%

$12,633,762,111 $ 12,760,100 39S

o.920/o 0.89%

25% 25%

Sewer Debl lo be 6sued
Capilal Reserves Sewer (Cootingencies) "
Estimated New Debt Prior Yeais Sewer Proiects
Water Debl to be issued
Capilal Reserves Waler (Contingencies) "
Estimated New Debl Pror Yeaas Water Prolecls
Principal Paymenls -Proposed Debl
Proposed Debt

Ending Debl Balance

Assessed Value with 1% Growlh (3)

Debt as a Percentage of Assessed Value CIB FY21-FY26

9,282,201 2,365.272 5 556.652 5,756,133 3 2A7 ,A43

(746,885) 1894,767) (921,61 1) \949.2551 lStT ,737 )

$ 33,168,216 $ 38.242.575 $ 46,62A,924 $ 53,168,333 $ 57,072 077

s116,229,660 $114,739 354 $116.403,695 $116,106 155 $113,290,695

Allowable Debt Limit

Debt as a Percenlage of Assessed Value CIB FY20-FY25
" Capital Reserves Water / Sewer onti

0

0.89% 0 93% 0 90%
that would have to be borrowed, but can spent on new prorects wathout csMC Approval

Excluding Capital Reserves Water / Sewer (Contingencies)

Begrnning Balance 109,400,566 $

'l 1,716.931

(7,166,838)

113,950,660 $

5,592,127

(7,459,433)

112 083,354 $

8,695,959

(7,643,618)

113,'r 3s,6S5 $ 112,330,15s

6,S80,668
4,555,481

{7,786,208)
(7,696,941)

$$ 94.807.383

16.209.770

Princrpal Paymenls - Proposed Oebl
Ending Debl Balance Excluding Capital Reserves (Contingencies)

Assessed Value with 1% Growth (3)

(6 535,7s7)

FY 2020 Fy 2021 FY 2022 FY 2023 F\ 2024 FY 2026

s 95,901,7

16,42O,332)

$

$ 89 481 397

9.200.261

5.601,288

6 206

(468.736)

$ 21,351,169

$12.140 791 700

0.91%

$12

25%

0

(6 889 068)

s 104 481 996

1 1.807.638

$ 109,400,s66$ 104,481,996 112,330,155 $
109,188,695

151,000 200 000 195,000 76,000

FY 2025

341

$ 113.950,660 $ 112,083,354 $ 113,135,695 $



Debt as a Percenlage of Assessed Value CIB FY2'!-FY26 s12 488,950 055

Debl as a Percenlage ofAssessed value CIB FY20-FY25 0 88% 0.91%

NOTE(1) Debt Outslanding Beginning ol Year updaled for lhe NoTE (2)lvleloom new debl current
year from the Prior Year Audil. This is the cumulative calculalion includes conlingenctes lotal of

OLrtslanding Debt plus L,ndrawn.
NOTE(3) FY2020 based on FY20r3 rolled lorwatd al 10/6. FY2OZ'\ Update ulilr2es t!4D Dept ot
Plannrng 2018 data Reduced by San(ary Diskicls 7 and I (no tacrlilies). and reduced by allpubllc
propeny (counly/slale/Federal). ll FY2020 was rolled forward lo FY2021 wlthoul update, FY2021

assessed value would have been higher by $473k al $12,613 839,5:'6 and calculaling lhe debl as a
percenlage al 87% vs the new calculalion of 90%

s12,262,205,777 $12,384,827,835 $12.508,676.113 $12.633.762,874 $12,760,100.503

0 91% 0 88% 0 89% 0 86% 0 8s%

s12 140 791

0.s1% 0.89%0.93% 0.90%



Fiscalyear

Projected Assessable Base 3-2020
% increase

Legal Debl Limil - 2.15% 58737

Potential Borowing - County
Potentral Borrowng - IVlETCOI!4

(Based on FY21 l\4ETCOi/ CIB)
Calculations based on ootential borrowino
Outslanding Debl - METCOL/l
Outstanding Debt - County
Tota! Debl - County & |\4ETCOM
Outstanding Ocbt as % of Base
Debt Margin

Debt Capacity with METCOM 2.1s9'"
2020 2021

12,624,397,947
1.5%

12 ,849 ,448.7 81

1.8./"
13,173,395 000

27',t.424.556 276.263.149 283.227.993

30,000,000
16 209.770

30,000,000
12 307 638

107 379 038
134,791,553
242,170.591

1.840/.
4',t,057,402

9,092,956
2.693.427

10,063,440
3,077,441

8,796,461
3,806,932

294,670303 300,563,811 306,575,088 312,706,589

2024

13,705,600,158
2.0%

13 .97I .7 12 ,161
2.0%

25.000,000
5 592 127

25,000,000
8 695 959

9.826.363
5,202.422

'11.069,283

5,569,490

14,259,306,404
2.0%

14.544.492.532

20,000,000
6 980 668

20,000,000
4 555 487

5 895 785
10.520,726

6,'! 1 1,318

101 971 629
113.588,014
2't5.559,643

1.6A.4

60,703,506

r 10.038 488
't69,668,292

279,706,780
2.04%

14,963,623

111 078 633
't83,599,009

294,677 ,642
2.11%

5,886,169

110 260 530
't92,964,788

303,225,318
2.13%

3,349,770

107 106 13'1

202,444,062
309,550,193

2.130/.
3,156,395

20 y€aE, 3% County
PRINCIPAL
INTEREST

Total debt service

Assessed Property

Debt

Legal Debl Limit 2%
Counly Debt
Outstanding Debt as % of Base
Debt ln

METCOM Only
Assessed Property

Chapter 1 13 Allo\,led 25%
N.,lETCOi/l Debr
Oulstanding Debt as % of Base
Debt n

Legal Debl Limit 2.15%
IVtETCOIVI Debt
Outstanding Debt as % of Base
Debt n

Legal Debt Limit 2.00%
METCOM Debl
Outstanding Debt as % of Base
Debl I

11 7E6 383 '13 140 881 12.603.393 15 028.785 16 658,773 16 530.006 16.632.044

SDAT

Assessment limes 2.15%

13,173,395,000 13,705,600,158 13,979,712,161 14,2s9,306,404 14,544,492,532

283.227.993
134.791.553

1.|Th

294,670,403
169,668,292

1.4%

300,563,811
183 599,009

1.31%

306,575,088
192,964,788

1.3s%

312,706.589
202A44 062

1.39%
AddilionalDebl

Assessment limes 2.00%

Addilional Debt allowed

Additional Debt allowed

Assessmenl times 2.15%

Additional Debt allor€d

Assessmenl times 2%

Additional Debl allowed

128 676 347

12,140 ,7 97 ,7 00

153 113

440 12 1't1 116 964 802 'r 13 61 300 'r 1

167 28

262

263,467,900
134,791,553

1.02%

274.112.O03
't69,668,292

1.240/,

279.594.243
183,599,009

1.71%

285,186,'t28
192,964,788

1.350/.

290,889,851
202.444.062

1.39%
104 711 995 34 92 21 340 88 445 789

12,344,827,734 12,508,676,011 12,633,762,771 12,760,100,399

986 168 0't 180 't 63 91

3,035,199,425
107.379,038

0.88%

3 096,206,934
110,038,488

0.89%

3.127,169,003
111,078,633

0.89%

3,158.440 693
110.260.530

0.870/o

3,190,025,100
107,'t06,131

0.&t%

261.027,151
107,379,038

0.88%

266,273,796
110 038.488

0.89%

268,936,534
111.07E 633

0.E9%

271,625,900
110,260,530

0,87%

274.342,159
107,106,131

o.u%
1 308 157 57 161

242,815,954
't 07,379,038

0.88%

247,696,555
110,038,488

0.890/.

250.173.520
111,078,633

0.89%

252,675.255
110,260,530

o,870t

255,202,008
107,106,131

0.uy.

13.436,862,900
2.00/o

288,892,552

111 917 G35

154,494,655
266,412,290

1.98%
22,480,262

10 296 898

13,436,862,900

248.892.552
154,494,655

1.1s%
134.397,897

2022

4 723 589

268 737 .258
154,494,655

1.15%
114,242,603

12,262,205,677

3,065,551.419
111.917.635

o.g1%
2,953,633,784

263.637 .422
111,917,635

o,91%
151,719,747

245,244,114
111.917.635

0.91%
133,326,479

T \Legislationuo2l\Debt Capaoiy - Laiesl Verson

13s 137 8 067 1 887 1 725 877

2019 2023 2025 2026

92 29 t- 615
93,651,454

185,949,069
't.47%

45,475,447

10,634 221

30,000,000
11 716 931

15.020.487

Countv Onlv

Legal Debt Limit 2.15%
County Debl
Outslanding Debt as % ot Base

MD Planning less Sanitary Districts 7 & I

Assessment times 25%



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 8:28 AM
Patricia Stiegman; George Erichsen
David Weiskopf; Angela Blondino; Neil N4urphy; Jody Quasney
RE: Assessed value for METCOM property

We use the average last three years growth for future years on County Debt Capacity
Good to be consistent.
Thanks, Jeannett

From: Patricia Stiegman <pstiegman @ metcom.org>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23,2020 8:24 AM
To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stma rysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarysmd.com>; Neil
Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>; jody Quasney <Jody.Quasney@stmarysmd.com>

Subiect: Re: Assessed value for METCOM property

Yes, hopefully note three explains it. The Dept of Planning does not update their information every year, so you can see

we use a 1% growth for future years.

Thanks!

Patty Stiegman, Chief Financial Officer
St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission
23121 Camden Way
California, Maryland 20619

Work: 301-737-7400 x 205

Fax: 30L-737 -7457

Email: pstiegma n@ metcom.org

Serving Customers in 5t. Mary's County Maryland Since 1964

Yes I saw the note 3 with explanation
Thanks jeannett

1

--- Original Message --
From: "Jeannett Cudmore" <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarvsmd.com>
Sent: 9 /22/ 2O2O 7 :15:03 PM

To:"Patricia Stiegman" <pstieqman(a metcom.orq>, "George Erichsen" <gerichsen@metcom.orq>
Cc: "Oavid Weiskopf" <David.Weiskopf@stmarvsmd.com>, "Angela Blondino" <Anqela.Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>,
"Neil Murphy" <Neil. M urphv@stmarvsmd.com>, "Jody Quasney" <Jodv.Quasnev(dstmarysmd.com>

Subiect: Re: Assessed value for METCOM property

Get Outlook for Android



From: George Erichsen <gerichsen@metcom.orE>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 5:49:31 PM
To: leannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarvsmd.com>; Patricia Stiegman <pstieaman@metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stma rvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Ane ela.Blondi stmarvsmd.com >; Neilno@

Murphy <Neil.Murphv@stmarvsmd.com>; .lody Quasney <Jodv.Qua s ney@ stm a rvs md. co m >

Subject: RE:Assessed value for METCOM property

JC:

It is annotated in Chaper 113 and on our calculation sheet. ln short, it is calculated starting from the assessable base of
the County less all the Sanitary Districts where we do not have Metcom facilities and less public (County) properties.
We have to use MD Department of Planning information as we have to sort data by the 10 Sanitary Districts. Patty, feel
free to add any additional explaination. Hope this helps.
George Erichsen

----- Original message -----
From: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Eudmore@stmarysmd.com>
Date:9/22/20 5:10 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Patricia Stiegman <ostiegma n@ metcom.org>, "'gerichsen@metcom.org"'<gerichsen@metcom.org>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stma rvsmd.com>, Angela Blondino <Angela.Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>, Neil
Murphy <Neil.M urphv@stma rvsmd.com>, Jody Quasney <Jodv.Quasnev@stmarvsmd.com>

Subject: Assessed value for METCOM property

Good afternoon,

After this mornings meeting on the Legislative items - Commissioners asked for the Assessed Value for METCOM
property.

ln looking at the Debt Ceiling Limit Analysis submitted for FY2021CIB request, attached, it says for FY2021 is

572,L40,797 ,700.

Question - is this just for METCOM'S property? Or is this the projection for the entire County?

County's for FY2021 total assessable base is S13,173,395,000 per SDAT - also attached

Let me know

Thanks for your help,

leannett
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Jarnes R. Gu1. President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael l-. llewitt- Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

September 29. 2020

The Honorable Matthew Morgan
Mary.land House of Delegates
3 I0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street

Annapolis. MD 21401

Re: St. Mary's Co. - To reduce the amount of outstanding debt thal METCOM can incur lrom
250/o to 2o/o irr Section l13-6 ol Artic'le 19 - Public Local Laws of St. Mary"s L'ounty

Dear Chairman Morgan

l'he Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the amendment of Section 113-6 of Article
l9 of the Public Locul Lors of St. ltary's ('ounD'to reduce the amount of debr that METCOM
can incur from 25oh to 2% as requested b;- Comrnissioner Todd Morgan.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens of St. Mary's Countl'. We look forward to working with you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerell'.
CO SSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLNTY

/.&z
am!-s Randy Guy, President

CSMCTAB/sf
I :,'ConsenY2020/ l -1 I

Cc: Senator Jack Baile.""

Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Heu'itt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Administrator
David Weiskopf. CounlY Attorney

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAI\E RUlt.DlNc ' 4 1770 UAt.DRIDGE sr ', LEoNARDrowii' MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200. Exr I150 . r^x 301 .475.4935 ' www.stmarvsmd.com ' CSMC@S TMARYSMI) coM
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ST. NIARY's CouNTl' GovERNlrE:{T

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

+- James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewilt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

HB St. Mary's County -
Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can

incur

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate , Chair
Committee

House Ofhce Building. Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill # _ Reducing the amount
Committee onof debt METCOM can incur which is being heard in the

.2021.

We request a favorable report on House Bill We suppo( the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens olSt. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this rnatter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegatc Gcrald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David weiskopf, Counly Attomey

P.O, BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNC ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301-475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM
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Re: House Bill #: - Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can incur
Hearing on _, 2021



,. James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

ST. Nl.\R\'s Cor Nr'\ GoVERN}IE,\-T

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

,1,

Senate Bill _ - St. Mary's County
Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can

incur

SUPPORl'

,N:) I

Senator , Chair
Corxnittee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: - Reducing the amount of debt METCOM can incur
Hearing on 2021

Dgar Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County suppoft Bill #: - Reducing the amount of
debt METCOM can incur which is being heard in the

.2021.
Committee on

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens oiSt. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

.lamcs Randy Guy. President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Mafthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 EALDRIDCE ST., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE301.475.4200 *1350. FAx301.475.4935. www.stmarysmd.com. CSMC@srMARySMD.CoM
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETTNG
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGTSLATTVE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARy,s CouNTy

OcroBER 6,2020 6:00 p.u.
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - l,cgislatirc Proposals al.c tluc to (]onrnrissioncrs and l)elegatt \lorgarr
September 22- Lcgislali\e l'r'opos lrwill beptcsrntedtothr((,mlrissionrrsalthtirrcgulir! lleetitrg at q:0(, a.nr.

September 29 - Comlnisiioncrs rrill take positions/\'otc ou legislatir( proposals at their lcgular rtcetillg at q:{}l} n.ru
October6-.,oitltPublic\leetingnilh(orunrissionersNndSt,\Iar).'sCount\ l)olcgttion at 6:0{) p.nl.

Requesters rvill be given \l EBliX contact informrtion prior to thc meetings to participate

REeuEsroR: JEAi..NETT CUDNToRE, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER
Ftx,ltr,lcp Drp,rnruoxt

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
CHESAPEAKE BUILDING, 2\D FLooR
LEoNARDrowN, MD 20650

TELEPHoNE: 301-475-4200,8x"t. 1202
Euarl: JEANNETT.CUDMoRE@SrMARYSMD.CoM

SusJrcr Mlrrnn: BoND AurHoRrry- PLAN Fy2022 ($34,700,000y("TBD")

LEGTSLATTVE REFERENCE (rF KNowN): Annotated Code: Article $ _
Code of St. Mary's County: Chapter _

FISCAL INIPACT: YEs No AMOUNT: 

-

REQUEST (continue on separate sheet, if necessary):
Based on the Approved FY2021 Budget and Plan to FY2026 Commissioners are requesting
($34,700,000y("TBD") for CIP for FY2o22.

Available authority is currently $99,124,310, of which $86,723,469 is committed to CIP projects fiom
FY2021 and prior.
Once the authority is used the authority goes away - with each fiscal year CIP bonds are used as a
funding source and new authority is needed prior to budgeting.

SUBNIIT BY AUGUST 26, 2O2O To:

CoNINIISSIoNERS oF ST. MARY,S CoUNTT'
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDTOWN MARYLAND 20650

MATT MORGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S CorJNTy
310 HousE OFrrcE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 2f 401
rnatt. m organ Cra)h o us e. stat e. rnd. u s

csmc@)stm arysmd.com

AND



COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PACKAGE

LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

PLEASE ATTACH COPY OF CURRENT LAW
OR ANY OTHER ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

PLEASERETURNTO: COUNTY ATTORNEY'S OFFICE

DEPARTMENT : Finance

ADDRESS: Chesapeake Building

TELEPIIONE NUMBER: 301 -47 5-4200 X7 1202

CONTACT PERSON: Jeannett Cudmore. Chief Financial Officer

NEED(S) oR REASON(S) FoR LEGISLATIVE ACTION: (If none, check here_ and return form)
St. Mary's County is requesting authority to issue $34.7 milliontTBD in public facilities bonds for the Fy2022
Budget.
Currently after the approval of the FY202l and plan to FY2026 the amount needecl from County Sources is
$54,533,209. These sources are Bonds, Transfer Taxes, Impact Fees and pay-Go.

General Obligation Bonds (GOB) are a critical component of the County's financing for capital projects. The
FY2022 Request includes projects such as Adult Detention Center Upgrades, Housing and Medical Units, Airport
Improvements, Emergency Comm. Center Expansion, F'DR Boulevard, Roadway & Salety Improvements, Elms
Beach Park Improvements, Myrtle Point Park, Snow Hill Park, Sports Complex, PS Building Infrastructure, Dynard
ES Roof/tIVAC Replacement & Emergency Power, Mechanicsville ES Modemization, and PS Safety & Security.

The cunent balance of authority is adequate for projects in the plan through FY202l. The County needs this
authority to complete those projects in the plan for FY2022. Several of these are multi-year, multi-phased, and
involve funding from the county as well as the State. Attachment A is a listing ofprojects and the amount ofGOB
financing assumed. It should be noted that the amount of GOB is the funding needed after applying other capital
pro.lect funding sources such as transfer taxes and impact fees, as appropriate to the projects. Attachment B is the
FY2021 planned uses of General Obligation Bonds in pie chart representation.

It is desirable to have clear authority for the sources of funding, to better coffespond to the capital program, which
requires multi-year planning and commitment the ability to see a project's funding through to completion.

The actual appropriation and borrowing will be determined annually based upon need anri aftbrdability. In
determining the required funding, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County considered priorities, needs, and debt
capacity. We sold bonds in FY2020 and plan to sell in this fiscal year. As part of our development of the Capital
Plan each year we review two measures in our Debt Capacity, just updated after the approval of the FY202l budget
and plan to FY2026, Attachment C are:

Debt as a per cent of assessable base - ranges from I .98yo to 2.l3yo
Our policy is a max of 2.1,5Yo - with the inclusion of METCOM

Debt Service as a per cent ofoperating revenues - ranges from 5.66%o lo 6.l0To
Our policy max is l0olo

8-26-2020



LEGISLATM REFERENCES CITE: (example: Annotated Code, Art.25, Q3)
St. Mary's County issues General Obligation Bonds pursuant to chapter laws adopted from time to time by the
Maryland General Assembly at the request of the County ("Chapter Law Authorization"). A copy of the last one so
approved is included for ref'erence, Attachment D. The change would be to the amount, we are requesting $34.7
million/TBD. Attachment E reflects current approved bond authority, confirmed by Bond Counsel.

PLEASE STATE SPECIFIC LANGUAGE REQUESTED (below or on a separate sheel, if necessary):
See Attachment D. A copy ofChapter 596 (HouseBill xxx) so approved is included for reference. The requested
change would be to the amount as we are requesting $34.7 million.

FISCAL IMPACT (attach additional sheet if necessary):
A "simple calculation" r,r,'ould indicate that $34.7 million in debt, assuming a 3oh rate and a 2O-year temr, adds
approximately 52.3 million to our debt service annually. However, during this period we will also be paying down
on prior debt. As explained previously, the requested authority allows us to complete what we have already started
and the projects in the FY202l plan.

The arurual budgeted debt service that we anticipate, based on the capital plan and the general assumptions as to
timing and amount ofborrowing and terms, including the debt that would be issued under this authority requested,
is as follows:

FY2I FY22 FY23 FY2,1 FY26
Debt Service Amount (in millions) $ 12.6 $rs.0 $rs.0 s 16.6 $ 16.5 $ 16.6

8-26-2020

As noted previously, our debt and debt service is well within the policy limits set by the Commissioners of St.
Mary's County. Throughout the capital budget process, the Commissioners have carelully considered the impact of
any proposed plan on its debt capacity. As a part ofthe budget process, the Commissioners critically evaluate the
requests based on priorities and affordability, and each year pro.jects have been deferred, eliminated, and/or
adjusted in order to get to a balanced plan, a plan that addresses needs and priorities, which is still well below the
stated caps for our debt capacity calculations.

Obtaining this authority is an initial step in the process. It allows the consideration and prioritization of requests.
But as has been demonstrated, the County does not immediately convert its authority into debt. Because many of
the projects the county has, requires multi-year funding, having adequate authority over a multi-year period is

critical. We want to be sure that we can see projects through to their completion.

FY25



l\ A+tvotrw* A

Curr.nt Bond Authority
Chaprer 96 - 2011

Chapter 427 - 2017

Chapler 109 - 2018

Chaptcr 180 - 2019
Chapler 596 '202t1

Currenl Bond Authorit}

0
I1,524,3 t0
24,600,000

10,000,000
31,000,000

Avril.bk for FY202l rnd futur.
B.s.d otr FY2020 Plrn
FY2O?2

FY2023

FY2024
tv2025

47,013.084

11,110,692

33.829.416
2 t,155,829

32,466,155

0

Requ.st

34,63X243

| 2.100.811

r5t.r95.136Needed for proje(ls lhrough 7/31/21120

99,124.310

86,721.469

FY2026

Fy2021

Besed on Approred l'Y2021 - l'Y2026 Budget

71312020
FY202l & Prior

t nsold t.\ 2022

Bonds Itr Pl.tr FY202l-FY2026

Bood Authority Nlcdcd

Aversg. GOB itr plstr S30..1 million

FY2023 W2024 FY2025 FY2026

l.t,) 79{,39S

t.\ 2021

Aduli Detention Centcr Upgradcs 10.467. t80 1.657.500 0 0 (l 0

Alrport Improvemenls 1.47t.770 1,397,669 500.000 (-) 0 0 0

Animal Shelter NcN Burldrng 1,965,:25 (l 0 0 0 0

Bu'lding Servrces Marnl-Programatrcal 0 0 0 0 0 0

Calrtbrnra Farmers Markct 0 0 0 0 0 200,000 0

Charlotte Hall larmcrs \lrrkct Rclocrlron t.651,650 o 0 0 0 0 0

Distnct I Shcr,'l Ollicc o 0 0 0 0 0

Emergency Comm Cnir Expan 0 0 0 0 0

Heahh Depanm€nt Renovatrons l.l78,l ll 1.106.601 0 0 0

Nonhern Senror Cemer - Add,lron 0 0 0 0 0 0

Publrc Safet! Comp Arded Disp 0 o 0 o 0 0

Salt Slorage Facrlrty Replacemenl 2,608,200 0 0 0 o 0 0

Shcriffs OfIcc Dislrict 3 - Comm. Space 557.100 u 0 0 0 0 0

Sher,ft's Headquaders Facrlily 1.800.000 0 710.925 8,801.100 9r0,925 21.465.155 (l

Vehi.le Maintenancc Iircilrtv 0 a) 0 .') 0 t)

Suh-'l oul P blic Facilitics 2J,ttt9.725 8.307.827 2.5{t9.018 12.109.702 9t 0.925 2.t.665.t55 0

Bridge Culv€rVReplaccmcnl 2.34't.171 545,000 0 0 0 {) 0

Essex South Drarnasl: Iich,rhrlrl.rtron 100,000 0 0 0 0 IJ 0

FDR Boulevard Extended (Mt),1 10 Pcgg Rd) 9,0,1,1.70It 12.225.000 0 0 0 l) 0

Mt WollRoundabour llt l.()11.1 0 (_) 0 0 ()

Neighborhood Drainagc lmprovemcnts 1,2t0,000 610,000 620.000 570.000 570,000 0

South Shansfl-La Drivc Side 100,000 0 t) 0 i:)

Johnson Farm Pond t0,0il0 i) t) 0 0 0 0

Mallapany Road 68,000 o 0 0 0 0 0

Patuxent Park Nerghborhood Preservalion Program 6.044,000 0 L) 0 0 0 t)

Regronal Water Qualrty & Nuurenl Removal 1,16r.786 o 0 0 0 0 0

Renofi t Sidewalk ProSranl t\ 0 o 0 0 0 o

Ricky Dr,vc Drarnage lmprovements 100.000 0 0 0 0 0 t)

Roadway & Safety Improvemenls 1.631.896 I.7l l.6i.r 1.272.654 I 16.654 0

Side-Path or Brkewavs 160.000 0 0 0 0

Southampton Ne,ahborhood Rcvital rzatron 7:5.2:0 !l :553.120 0 0 0

sub- l otrl High$ays 2.1.696.87t I8.888,20U 2,3Sr.65J J..195,77{ 686.65.1 70.000 0

Shorclinr Resrhency 0 0 0 0 0 1,000,000 0

NalronalFrsh & wrldIle 12s.000

Sl Jerome's Creek Jeltres 1.167.00n .,,. 0 0

sub-Total llsrine r 98.175 0 l,-167.000 r,J67,000 0 1.000.000 0

Clements Convenrence Cenler Improvemenls 0 0 0 0 0

sub-'l otal Solid $ r\le 80.000 0 0 (, 0 0 0

Central Counly Park t20,000 (l 1,740,000 t) 0

Chaptico Park - BMx l-rghts 0 0 0 0 (l

EIms Beach Park lnprovcmcDls 0 1.r56.275 0 0 0 0

Lexington Manor Passrvc Pl]rk 164,298 tl 0 () 0

Mu h iJ'urpose 'turf 
F icld .1.905,000 o 0 0 0 o

0 2.650.000 0 0 0 o

Nrcolet I'ark Lntrancc 0 o 0 0 o 0

Recreation Facrlity & Park lmprovcmcnts 3,189,24t 0 0 l) 0 0

Recreatioo/Communrty Ccnter 0 .150.000 0 0 :0.600.000 0 0

Shannon l-arm PropertY 167,966 t) o 2,t60.000 0 0 (l

Snow Hill ,'ark r50,000 2,340,000 0 0 0 t)

Spons Complex 0 0 I.7-lt.l50 0 0

Sl Clemenl's Island Museum Renovalions 566.750 t20.000 0 0 l-) 0 0

Three Nolch Trail - Phdse Eight 0 0 1,020.000 0 0 0 U

T \Legrslalion'?021\GOB 'Aulhor y Reconcilialron by yr

0

0



Based on Approved FY202l - FY2026 Budget

7 t3t/2l)2lj
t] 2021 & Prnir

t nsold I.\ 2022 t'12023

Ayerage COB in plao 530.,1 millioo

FY2021 t'1',2025 F\',2026 [1]0ll

Three Norch Trarl- Phase Seren r,1i4.000 0 0 0 0 0 0

srbrl otal Recreation I'acilitics I I,667.255 10,3{5.025 3.360.000 6.t 0{t.000 12,JJt.250 0 0

Audilonum Lrghlrng Replacemenl 528.910 i) 0 0 ll 0 0

Buildinp IniraslrLrclurc - ('ritical 1924.0()0 1,02,1.000 421 000 465,000 6S1,000 110,000 0

Building InliastructLrrc - I'rogrammalic 1,555.000 r,066,012 I16.000 145,000 775.000 709,000 0

Chopticon IIrgh School- llVAC Syslcmrc Reno 0 0 0 r,llr,000 j,692,000 0

DSS I r and Warehousc lrrcrlilv r.252,085 0 t) 0 0 0

Dynard E S ltoolTl lvn C Rcpl & Emergency Power 1.177.000 r.26:,000 0 il 0 0 0

Great Mills High School- Parlial RoofReplacemenr

PSI9O3 r.558.000 (l 0 0 0 0

Great Mills High School- Panial RoofReplac€ment
PS2r03 1) 0 907.000 .l.Jl2 000 0

6recn Holly Ele Rool/llVAC Systemic (PS-2301) 0 0 9t)l 1)l)l) 1.284,000 0

Green Holly Elemenlary School -I'artial RoofReplacement 1.151.000 0 0 0 0 0

Green Holly Elementary School " Srvitch Gear & HVAC 1.170.(xx) L) t) 0 0 (_) 0

Holha\ood [S RoolTllVAC l,?9,1.019 0 0 0 0 0 {)

Lerrre Denr ES - Modennzrlion 400,000 2,112,000 L.? I x)Ll

Mechanlcs\ rllc l:lcmrnt3n school - Vodernrzation 412.0()0 2,421,000 2 I 16.000 0 0 0 o

Park Hall ES RoolTllvAC 1.509,409 0 0 0 0 0 0

Prne\ Pornr IiS IIVA( S\stcm R[no 0 0 501,000 2.000.000 191,000 0 0

Sat'ety & Securily Protccts 1.000.000 ll 0 0 (l

'roB,n Creek I-lS IlVAC S,'slemic Reno (l 1t9,000 1.470.000 tl t) (l

Srbrl'otal Public Schools 2(r.lit)1,{,ll 9,.192,032 8,0.13.000 9.ti57,000 7,217,000 6,731,000 0

Ceneral Obligslion lrond l'unding Required Based on
Approved tY202l l'rojccls rnd plan to FY2026

86.72J..t6'.) ,17.033.0ri,1 t'7.7l{t.692 33.829.476 21.155.829 32.d66.155 0

TlLegislationuo2l\GOA - Aulhorily Reconciiialion by yr

I
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2022Bond Authority

PS Buildint lnhastructure - Critical
4%

Adult Detention Center Upgrades
6%

rAdult Detention Center Upgrades

r Airport lmprovements

r Emergency Com munity Center Expansion

a Other Public Facility Proi€cts

. Roadway & Safety lmprovements

. Southampton NeiShborhood Revitalizatlon

r Other Hlghway Projects

a Elms Beach Pa.k lmprovements

=, Myrtle Point Par*

a Snow HlllPark

r Sports Compl€r

zOtherR&PProject!

PS Buildlnt lnfrastructure - Critical

Other R & P Projects

6%

Sports Complex
7Ai(

9%

Other Public Facility Projects
5%

r0%

Roadway & Safety lmprovements
11%

Elms aeach Park lmprovements
4%

Other Highway Projects
40/.

Southampton NeiShborhood
Revitalization

9%

100

13%

EmerSency Communlty
Center Expansion

8%

8-31-2020



A+*r-1".-.^*- C.,

4t!,

12,62\39,947
15%

aL424,5*

?t}a1

14,89,{6,404
2.U/.

3)5575,mE

20,000,0m
6,980,66E

Potenti.l BoIrowinS - Couty
Potennal Borow,nB VETCOV

(Brsod on fY2l MIIICOM CIB)

C.lculations bis€d on polential bo'.owing
outslnndin6 D.bt ' Mtilcov
OutslandinS D€bt ' County
Total Debt - County & METCoM

Our't ndirt D.bt 8 % of a.!.
D.bt M.rtir

92,297,615

%,651,{1
r85,949,G9

Ltill
a5,tn,1t7

101.97t.629

r13,588,014

211559,643

L6E|/o

6{t, 3,506

I10,038,488

769,ffi,292
279.7U,?N

L0l%
lt,$3,O3

I11,078,633

t43,599,009

294,6n,642
L\1L

5J46,159

ll0,2r'0,i30
192,964,7EE

303,225,316

L1310

3,319,7m

l07,l0t',1:ll
202,444,62

309,550,193

Lt 9.
3,156,395

Projected AseEsable Bale 32020

'4 in.rea6€

t tal Debl Umil - 2.15',4 SB. 7

20 FtI!,3% Counry

PRINCTPAL
INTEREST

rLE19,44,747
1.8%

30,000,0m

16,209,nn

30,0m,m0

12.307,638

r3,r2,395,000 13,705,600,158

2.V/"

?su 2l2t

294,6m,q3 300,563,811

13,979,712,16 \
2.0/"
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Chapter 596

(House Bill 97)

AN ACT concerning

St. Mary's County - Public Facilities Bond

FOR the purpose of authorizing and empowering the County Commissioners of St. Mary's
County, from time to time, to borrow not more than $33,000,000 in order to finance
the construction, improvement, or development of certain public facilities in St.
Mary's County, as herein defined, and to effect such borrowing by the issuance and
sale at public or private sale of its general obligation bonds in like par amount;
empowering the County to fix and determine, by resolution, the form, tenor, interest
rate or rates or method of determining the same, terms, conditions, maturities, and
all other details incident to the issuance and sale of the bonds; empowering the
County to issue refunding bonds for the purchase or redemption of bonds in advance
of maturity; empowering and directing the County to leq,, impose, and collect,
annually, ad valorem taxes in rate and amount suffrcient to provide funds for the
payment ofthe maturing principal ofand interest on the bonds; exempting the bonds
and refunding bonds and the interest thereon and any income derived therefrom
from all State, county, municipal, and other taxation in the State of Maryland;
providing that nothing in this Act shall prevent the County from authorizing the
issuance and sale of bonds the interest on which is not excludable from gross income
for federal income tax purposes; and generally relating to the issuance and sale of
such bonds.

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That, as used herein, the term "County" means the body politic and corporate of the State
of Maryland known as the County Commissioners of St. Mary's County, and the term
"construction, improvement, or development of public facilities" means the acquisition,
alteration, construction, reconstruction, enlargement, equipping, expansion, extension,
improvement, rehabilitation, renovation, upgrading, and repair of public buildings and
facilities and public works projects, including, but not limited to, public works projects such
as highways, roads, bridges and storm drains, public school buildings and facilities, boating
facilities, shore erosion and other marine property, landfills, and recycling facilities, public
operational buildings and facilities such as buildings and facilities for County
administrative use, capital improvements to the Wicomico Shores Taxing District, County
athletic facilities, the community college, community swimming pools, public safety, health,
and social services, libraries, commuter air service facilities, refuse disposal buildings and
facilities, and parks and recreation buildings and facilities, together with the costs of
acquiring land or interests in land as well as any related architectural, financial, legal,
planning. or engineering services.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the County is hereby
authorized to finance any part or all of the costs of the public facilities described in Section
1 of this Act, and to borrow money and incur indebtedness for that purpose, at one time or

-1-
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from time to time, in an amount not cxceeding, in the aggregate, $33,000,000, and to
evidence such borrowing by the issuance and sale upon its full faith and credit of general
obligation bonds in like par amount, which may be issued at one time or from time to time,
in one or more groups or series, as the County may determine.

SIICTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the bonds shall be issued in
accordance with a resolution ofthe County, which shall describe generally the construction,
improvement, or development ofpublic facilities for which the proceeds ofthe bond sale are
intended and the amount needed for those purposes. The County shall have and is hereby
granted full and complete authority and discretion in the resolution to fix and determine
with respect to the bonds of any issue: the designation, date of issue, denomination or
denominations, form or forms, and tenor of the bonds which, without limitation, may be
issued in registered form within the meaning of S 19 204 of the Local Government Article
of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended; the rate or rates of interest payable
thereon, or the method of determining the same, which may inclttde a variable ratei the
date or dates and amount or amounts of maturity, which need not be in equal par amounts
or in consecutive annual installments, provided only that no bond of any issue shall mature
Iater than 30 years from the date of its issue; the manner of selling the bonds, which may
be at either public or private sale, for such price or prices as may be determined to be in
the best interests of St. Mary's County; the manner of executing and sealing the bonds,
which mav be bv facsimile; the terms and conditions, if any, under which bonds may be
tendered for payment or purchase prior to their stated maturity; the terms or conditions, if
any, under which bonds may or sha1l be redeemed prior to their stated maturity; the place
or places of payment of the principal of and the interest on the bonds, which may be at any
bank or trust company within or without the State of Maryland; covenants relating to
compliance with applicable requirements of federal income tax iaw, including (without
Iimitation) covenants regarding the payment of rebate or penalties in lieu of rebate;
covenants relating to compliance with applicable requirements of federal or state securities
laws; and generally all matters incident to the terms, conditions, issuance, sale, and
delivery thereof.

The bonds may be made redeemable before maturity, at the option of the County, at
such price or prices and under such terms and conditions as may be fixed by the County
prior to the issuance of the bonds, either in the resolution or in a bond order pttrsuant to
the bond resolution. The bonds may be issued in registered form and provision may be made
for the registration of the principal only. In case any officer whose signature appears on
any bond ceases to be such officer before the delivery thereof, such signature shall
nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all purposes as if he had remained in office until
such delivery. The bonds and the issuance and sale thereof shall be exempt from the
provisions of $$ 19-205 and 19 206 of the Local Government Article of the Annotated Code
of Maryland, as amended.

Thc County may entcr into agreements with agents, banks, fiduciaries, insurers, or
others for the purpose of enhancing the marketability of any security for the bonds and for
the purpose of securing any tender option that may be granted to holders of the bonds, all
as may be determined and presented in the aforesaid resolution, which may (but need not)
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state as security for the performance by the County ofany monetary obligations under such
agreements the same security given by the County to bondholders for the performance by
the County of its monetary obligations under the bonds.

If the County determines in the resolution to offer any of the bonds by solicitation of
competitive bids at public sale, the resolution shall fix the terms and conditions ofthe public
sale and shall adopt a form of notice of saie, which shall outline the terms and conditions.
and a form of advertisement, which shall be published in one or more daily or weekly
newspapers having a general circulation in the County and which may also be published in
one or more journals having a circulation primarily among banks and investment bankers.
At least one publication of the advertisement shall be made not less than 10 days before
the sale of the bonds.

Upon delivery of any bonds to the purchaser or purchasers, payment therefor shall
be made to the Treasurer of St. Mary's County or such other offrcial of St. Mary's County
as may be designated to receive such payment in a resolution passed by the County before
such delivery.

SECTION 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the net proceeds of the sale
of bonds shall he used and applied exclusively and solely for the acquisition, construction,
improvement, or development of public facilities for which the bonds are sold. If the
amounts borrowed shall prove inadequate to finance the projects described in the
resolution, the County may issue additional bonds with the limitations hereof for the
purpose of evidencing the borrowing of additional funds for such financing, provided the
resolution authorizing the sale of additional bonds shall so recite, but if the net proceeds of
the sale of any issue of bonds exceed the amount needed to finance the projects described
in the resolution, the excess funds so borrowed and not expended shall be applied to the
payment of the next principal maturity of the bonds or to the redemption of any part of the
bonds which have been made redeemable or to the purchase and cancellation of bonds,
unless the County shall adopt a resolution allocating the excess funds to the acquisition.
construction, improvement, or development of other public facilities, as defined and within
the limits set forth in this Act.

3

SECTION 5. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the bonds hereby authorized
shall constitute, and they shall so recite, an irrevocable pledge of the full faith and credit
and uniimited taxing power ofthe County to the payment ofthe maturing principal of and
interest on the bonds as and when they become payable. In each and every fiscal year that
any of the bonds are outstanding, the County shall levy or cause to be levied ad valorem
taxes upon all the assessable property within the corporate limits ofthe County in rate and
amount sufficient to provide for or assure the payment, when due, of the principai of and
interest on ali the bonds maturing in each such fiscal year and, in the event the proceeds
from the taxes so levied in any such fiscal year shall prove inadequate for such payment,
additional taxes shail be levied in the succeeding fiscal year to make up any such deficiency.
The County may apply to the payment of the principal of and interest on any bonds issued
hereunder any funds received by it from the State of Maryland, the United States of
America, any agency or instrumentality thereof, or from any other source, if such funds are
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granted for the purpose of assisting the County in financing the acquisition, construction,
improvement, or development of the public facilities defined in this Act and, to the extent
of any such funds received or receivable in any fiscal year, the taxes that are required to be
levied under this Act may be reduced accordingly.

SBCTION 6. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the County is further
authorized and empowered, at any time and Irom time to time, to issue its bonds in the
manner hereinabove described for the purpose of refunding, by payment at maturity or
upon purchase or redemption, any bonds issued hereunder. The validity of any such
refunding bonds shall in no way be dependent upon or related to the validity or invalidity
of the obligations so refunded. The powers herein granted with respect to the issuance of
bonds shall be applicable to the issuance of refunding bonds. Such refunding bonds may be
issued by the County in such an amount as shall be necessary for the purpose of providing
it with funds to pay any of its outstanding bonds issued hereunder at matudty, for the
purpose of providing it with funds to purchase in the open market any of its outstanding
bonds issued hereunder, prior to the maturity thereof, or for the purpose of providing it
with funds for the redemption prior to maturity of any outstanding bonds issued hereunder
which are, by their terms, redeemable, for the purpose of providing it with funds to pay
interest on any outstanding bonds issued hereunder prior to their payment at maturity of
purchase or redemption in advance of maturity, or for the purpose of providing it with funds
to pay any redemption or purchase premium in connection with the refunding of any of its
outstanding bonds issued hereunder. The proceeds ofthe sale of any such refunding bonds
shall bc segregated and set apart by the County as a separate trust fund to be used solely
for the purpose of paying the purchase or redemption prices of the bonds to be refunded.

SECTION 7. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the County may, prior to the
preparation of definitive bonds, issue interim certificates or temporary bonds, exchangeable
for definitive bonds when such bonds have been executed and are available for such
delivery, provided, however, that any such interim certificates or temporary bonds shall be
issued in all respects subject to the restrictions and requirements set forth in this Act. The
County may, by appropriate resolution, provide for the replacement of any bonds issued
hereunder which shall have become mutilated or lost or destroyed upon such conditions
and after receiving such indemnity as the County may require.

SECTION 8. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That any and all obligations issued
pursuant to the authority of this Act, their transfer, the interest payable thereon, and any
income derived therefrom in the hands of the holders thereof from time to time (including
any profit made in the sale thereof) sha1l be and are hereby declared to be at all times
exempt from State, county, municipal, or other taxation of every kind and nature
whatsoever within the State of Maryland. Nothing in this Act shall prevent the County
from authorizing the issuance and sale of bonds the interest on which is not excludable
from gross income for federal income tax purposes.

SECTION 9. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the authority to borrow
money and issue bonds conferred on the County by this Act shali be deemed to provide an
additional and alternative authority for borrowing money and shall be regarded as

4
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supplemental and additional to powers conferred upon the County by other laws and shall
not be regarded as in derogation of any power now existing; and aII Acts of the General
Assembly of Maryland heretofore passed authorizing the County to borrow money are
hereby continued to the extent that the powers contained in such Acts have not been
exercised, and nothing contained in this Act may be construed to impair, rn any way, the
validity of any bonds that may have been issued by the County under the authority of any
said Acts, and the validity of the bonds is hereby ratified, confirmed, and approved. This
Act, being necessary for the welfare of the inhabitants of St. Mary's County, shall be
Iiberally construed to effect the purposes hereof. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent
with the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 10
June 1. 2020.

AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED. That this Act shall take effect

5

Enacted under Article II, S 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 8,2020.
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RE
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Jeannett Cudmore

Cheryl Guth

August 26, 2020

St. Mary's County Outstanding Borrowing Authority

As you requested, here is the status of the various outstanding bond authorizing
statutes:

Biil Oriqinal Amount Amount Used to Available
Date Balance

ch.96,2013
ch. 427,2017
ch. 109, 20'18
ch. 180,2019
ch. 596, 2020

TOTAL

134610630 l.docx

$30,000,000
14,775,690

0
0
0

$0
1 1 ,524,310
24,600,000
30,000,000
33,000.000

$143-900*000 $44.775.690 $99,124,310

McGuirewoods LLP

$30,000,000
26,300,000
24,600,000
30,000,000
33,000.000
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James R. Gu1. President

firic Colvin, Conrrnissioner

Michael L. Heu,itt, Conrmissionrr'
Todd B. Morgan, Comnrissioner

John E. O'Connor. Ctrmm issioner

Scptcrnhcr 19. I0l()

'l he Honorable Matthcw N4organ
Marr land House ol'l)elegates
310 House Ollice Building
6 llladcn Street
Annapolis. I'1D 21401

Re: St. lVIary's Co. - request for authoritl to issue public facility bonds in the anrounr ol
(5-14.7 Million)/("TBD") for the l-Y 2022 budget

[)ear Chairman lvlorgan

I-he Commissioners ol'St. Mary"s County suppon the request lbr aulhoritv to issue public
l'acility bonds in lhe amount ol(534.7 rnillion)/(" 1'Bt)") tbr the FY 2022 budget as requested by

Jeannett Cudmore. Chief Financial Ofilcer.

\! e appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation ',vill benefit thc
citizens of St. Mary's Countl . We look lbrr,r'ard to u'orking rvith 1'ou on this and other initiati\ es

throughout the session.

Sinccrell.
(]ON,IMISSION.ERS OF SI-, NlARY.S COUN.IY,4// la
atllcs Randv Guv. President

( SvC'AB'5f
I ( onicnr2020 Il2

Cc: Senator Jack Ilailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate llrian Crosbl'
Commissioncr []ric Colvin
( ommissiorrer Michacl Heri itt
Comrnissioncr'l'odd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Ilridgett. Count) Administrator
David Weiskopl. Cour.rt) Attome)

p.(). Itox 653 . ( tll.SAP[rKl: lll ll l)l\(, ' { 1770 D,\l l)ltlDGL sr.' ll])N.\Rl)lo\\'\. \tl) 20650
pH()\r 101.,175.:1200 * li,i0 . r-,\x i0l..ll5..l9l5 . Nu !.rlLLnIMIdlS$ . CSMCfaslllnRYsrtD.(()I1



James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioncr
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

ST, l\tARY's Couir'-tt GovER\IIENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

HB - St. Mary's County -
Public Facilities Bond

SUPPORT

,2021

Delegate Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - St. Mary's County - Public Facilities Bond
Hearing on .202t

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: _ - St. Mary's
County - Public Facilities Bond which is being heard in the

.2021.
Comrnittee on

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you fbr your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate N4atthew Morgan
Delegate Cerald Clark
Delegatc Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O Connor
Dr. Rebe,cca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County Aftomey

p.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUTLDTNG . 41770 BALDRTDCE sr., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301.475.4935 r www.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM



ST. MARY'S CouNTy GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County -
Public Facilities Bond

SUPPORT

2021

Senator Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: - St. Mary's County Public Facilities Bond
Hearing on ,2021

Dear Chairman

is being heard in the Committce on 2021.

We request a favorable repofi on Senate Bill _. We supporl the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Wdskop{ County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST.. LEoNARDTOWN. MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . wwu,.stmarysmd.com . CSMCfrsTMARysMD.coM

.\ .tl L

,rffir3
lt;:]i

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: _ Public Facilities Bond which

James Randy Guy, President





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETING
ST. MARY'S CoUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIoN AND CoMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MARY'S CoUNTY

OCTOBER 6,2020.cr 6:00 p.rt.
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 Legislative Proposals are due to Cornmissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Comrnissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.ra
October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQUESToR: JE-ANNETT CUDNIORE, CHIEF FINANCIAL OI'FICER

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTDGE srREET, p.o. Box 653, LEoNARDTowN, NrD 20650

TELEPHoNE:
EMAIL:

301-475-4200
JEANNETT.CUDMORE@STMARYSMD.COM

SUBJECTMATTER: TO REQUEST THAT ST. MARY'S COUNTY BE AUTHORIZED TO
ENACT EITHER A DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE OR BUILDING
EXCISE TAX. BUT NOT BOTH

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: Local Govemment Article $20-706

FISCAL IMPACT: YEs No ANIOUNT: 

-

REQUEST: To request authority to enact a Development Impact Fee or Building Excise Tax in St
Mary's County, but not both.

$ 20-706. St. Mary's County

(a) Building permit fees. --
(1) The Commissioners of St. Mary's County may impose building permit fees in an amount up to
2% of the cost of any new construction of any living units:

(i) built in St. Mary's County; or
(ii) prebuitt and brought ir.rto St. Mary's County.

(2) The county commissioners shall set the building permit fees in December of each year.
(B) BUILDING EXCISE TAX. _

(1) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTIONS (D) AND (F) OF THIS SECTION, BY ORDINANCE,
THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY MAY IMPOSE A BUILDING
EXCISE TAX ON ANY BUILDING CONSTRUCTION IN ST. MARY'S COUNTY.

(2) CONTENTS OF ORDINANCE. -- THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S
COUNTY SHALL SPECIFY IN THE ORDINANCE THE TYPES OF BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION THAT ARE SUBJECT TO THE TAX.

(3) RATES OF EXCTSE TAX. -- THE COMMTSSTONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
MAY IMPOSE DIFFERENT TAX RATES ON DIFFERENT TYPES OF BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION.



(C) Development impact fee. -- Subject to subsections (D) AND (F) OF THIS SECTION, by
ordinance or resolution, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County may impose a development impact fee
to finance any ofthe costs for lacilities described in subsection (c) of this section required to
accommodate new construction or development.
(D) EXEMPTTONS, WATVERS, AND DEFERRALS

(l) By ordinance, the county commissioners may enact an exemption to the development impact
fee OR BUILDING EXCISE TAX imposed under subsections (B) AND (C) for the first three
lots in a minor subdivision that are:

(i) recorded after June 1, 2000, and created from a parcel ofrecord or a lot of record; and
(ii) transferred to a natural, direct lineal descendant or a legally adopted child or
grandchild.

(2\ (i) Subject to subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of this paragraph, for each fiscal year, the county
commissioners may:

l. waive the development impact fee OR BUILDING EXCISE TAX imposed
under subsections (B) AND (C) for up to 60 newly constructed living units,
excluding mobile homes; and
2. defer or provide for the amofiization of the development impact fee OR
BUILDING EXCISE TAX for up to 70 newly constructed living units, excluding
mobile homes.

(ii) The county commissioners may waive, defer, or amortize the development impact fee
OR BUILDING EXCISE TAX only for newly constructed living units that:

1. are considered affordable for individuals whose family income in the previous
fiscal year was less than 60% of the county median family income as reported by
the U.S. Deparlment of Housing and Urban Development; and
2. do not exceed a specified square footage determined by the county
commissioners.

(iii) The total amount of development impact fees OR BUILDING EXCISE TAX
waived, deferred, or amortized shall be reflected in the St. Mary's County annual capital
budget for the fiscal year in which the waiver, deferral, or amortization is granted.

(3) The county commissioners may defer the building impact fee OR BUILDING EXCISE TAX
imposed on a newly constructed living unit constructed in accordance with a building trades
program approved by the St. Mary's County Board ofEducation until the earlier of:

(i) 1 year from the time the fee would otherwise have been payable; or
(ii) the time the living unit is sold and conveyed.

(E) Use of revenues. -
(1) The revenue derived from SUBsectionS (A) AND (C) shall be used to defray the cost to St.

Mary's County for additional educational, water, sewerage, road, sanitation, solid waste, park,
or similar facilities.

(2) THE REVENUE DERTVED FROM SUBSECTTON (B):
(I) SHALL BE DEPOSITED IN THE COUNTY'S GENERAL FUND; AND -

(II) MAY BE USED FOR ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE IN THE COUNTY.
(F) RESTRICTIONS. _ THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY MAY IMPOSE
EITHER A BUILDING EXCISE TAX OR A DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEE, BUT NOT BOTH.
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MATT MORGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S CoUNTY
310 HousE OFFTCE BUTLDTNG

6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.morgan((ahouse.state.md.us
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Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. $ 20-706

S 20-706. St. Mary's County

(a) Building permit fees. --

('l)The County Commissioners of St. Mary's County may impose building permit fees in an amount up
to 2% of the cost of any new construction of any living units:

(i)built in St. Mary's County; or

(ii)prebuilt and brought into St. [,4ary's County.

(2)The county commissioners shall set the building permit fees in December of each year.

(b) Development impact fee. -
(1)Subject to paragraphs (2), (3), and (4) of this subsection, by ordinance or resolution, the County
Commissioners of St. Mary's County may impose a development impact fee to finance any of the costs
for facilities described in subsection (c) of this section required to accommodate new construction or
development.

(2)By ordinance, the county commissioners may enact an exemption to the development impact fee
imposed under paragraph ('l ) of this subsection for the first three lots in a minor subdivision that are:

(i)recorded after June 1, 2000, and created from a parcel of record or a lot of record; and

(ii)transferred to a nalural, direct lineal descendant or a legally adopted child or grandchild.

(3Xi) Subject to subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of this paragraph, for each fiscal year, the county
commissioners may:

l.waive the development impact fee imposed under paragraph (1) of this subsection for up to 60
newly constructed living units, excluding mobile homes; and

2.defer or provide for the amortization of the development impact fee for up to 70 newly constructed
living units, excluding mobile homes.

(ii)The county commissioners may waive, defer, or amortize the development impact fee only
for newly constructed living units that:

Lare considered affordable for individuals whose family income in the previous fiscal year
was less than 60% of the county median family income as reported by the U.S. Departmenl
of Housing and Urban Development; and

2.do not exceed a specified square footage determined by the county commissioners.

(iii)The total amount of development impact fees waived, deferred, or amortized shall be
reflected in the St. Mary's County annual capital budget for the fiscal year in which the waiver,
deferral, or amortization is granted.

ANGELA BLONDINO

Statutes current through legislation effective Octobe|I, 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > D/.SION lV. LOCAL FINANCE >

TITLE 20, TAXES AND DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES > SUBTITLE 7. DEVELOPMENT IMPACT
FEES
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(4)The county commissioners may defer the building impact fee imposed on a newly constructed living
unil constructed in accordance with a building trades program approved by the St. Mary's County Board
of Education until lhe earlier of:

(i)1 year from the time the fee would otherwise have been payable; or

(ii)the time the living unit is sold and conveyed.

(c) Use of revenues. -The revenue derived from this section shall be used to defray the cost to St. lvlary's
County for additional educational, water, sewerage, road, sanitation, solid waste, park, or similar facilities.

History

An. Code 1957,art.25, $ 10D-1;

Annotations

Notes

2013 ch. 119 52; ch 3/6

SPECIAL REVISOR'S NOTE.

As enacted by Ch. 119, Acts of 2013, this section was new language derived without substantive change from
former Art. 25, S 10D-1. However, Ch. 378, Acts of 2013, amended this section to add a new paragraph (bX4).

ln subsection (a) of this section, the reference to authority to "impose building permit fees in an amount up to
2%" of the cost of any new conslruction was substituled by Ch. 119 for the former reference to authority to "raise

the building permit fees up to two percent" for clarity.

ln subsection (b) of this section, the references to a "developmenl impact fee" were substituted by Ch. 119 for
the former references to a "building impact fee" for clarity and consistency with other provisions of this subtitle

authorizing counties to impose development impact fees.

ln subsection (bX1) of this section, the reference to "impos[ing] a development impact fee to finance any of the
costs for facilities described in subsection (c) of this section required to accommodate new construction or
development" was substituted by Ch. 119 for the former reference to "requir[ing] every person, firm, partnership,

corporation, or other legal entity which submits its property plans for approval to the planning commission of St.

lilary's County (or the appropriate approving authority) to pay a fixed sum as set by the County Commissioners to
defray the additional cost for additional public facilities as required by local ordinance or resolution" for clarity and

consistency with other provisions of this subtitle authorizing counties to impose development impact fees.

ln subsection (c) of this section, the former reference to the "additional" cost was deleted by Ch. 119 as

surplusage.

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS. -
Chapter 378. Acl.s 2A13 , effective October 1, 2013, substituted "paragraphs (2), (3), and (4)" for "paragraphs (2)

and (3)" in (bX1) and added (bX4)

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. S 20-803

This documents reflects changes received through chapter '18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION lV. LOCAL FINANCE >

TITLE 20, TAXES AND DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES > SUBTITLE 8. DEVELOPMENT EXCISE
rAXES

S 20-803. Calvert County

(a) Authorization. -By ordinance. the County Commissioners of Calvert County may impose a building excise
tax on any building construction in Calvert County.

(bl Contents of ordinance. -The County Commissioners of Calvert County shall specify in the ordinance the
types of building construction that are subject to the tax.

(c) Rates of excise tax. -The County Commissioners of Calvert County may impose different tax rates on
different types of building construction.

(d) Revenues. --The revenues from the tax:

(1)shall be deposiled in the county's general fund; and

(2)may be used for any lawful purpose in the county.

History

An, Code 1957. art. 25, S 9G: 2013. ch. 119. Q 2

Annotations

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 25. S 9G.

ln subsection (a) of this section and throughout this subtitle. the former references to "fixlingl" a tax are deleted
as implicit in the references to "imposling]" a tax.

ln subsection (c) of lhis section, the former reference to building construclion "subject to the building excise tax"
is deleted as implicit in the reference to the imposilion of the tax.

Case Notes

Notes

ANGELA BLONDINO
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The Maryland General Assembly has authorized local govemments to impose development
impact fees and building excise taxes to enable thcse entities to "collect revenue from builders for
public facilities necessitated by new residential or commercial development." Department of
Legislative Services ("DLS"), (herviet' of Manlond Local Governmet s: Finances and
Demographics, Handbook Volume l/l Local Got,crnment 49 (Jan. 2019) ("2019 Oven'ievt').

These charges enable local governments to collect revenue prior to constructing or
expanding new public facilities, remove the need for jurisdiction-wide tax increases, and defiay
the cost of financing new public facilities "from existing taxpayers to individuals responsible for
the development." 1d.

Local govemments require General Assembly authorization before imposing a

development impact fee or building exoise tax, and the General Assembly has only authorized St.

Mary's County to impose development impact fees. Md. Dec. of R. art. l4 ("That no aid, charge,

tax, burthen or fees ought to be rated or levied, under any pretense, without the consent of the
Legislature."); Md. Code Ann., Local Gov't, $ 20-706(bX I ).

This memorandum serves to differentiate between the definitions, purposes, and

restrictions ofboth building excise taxes and development irnpact fees.

Development Impact Fees

A. Generally

The Maryland Court ofAppeals has held that there must be a rational nexus, or reasonable

connection, between the amount ofthe development impact fee and the actual cost of providing
new public facilities to sene the assessed properties. E. Diversified Props., Inc. t Montgomerv
Cnty.,3l9 Md. 45, 55 (1990) ("[t]he amount must be reasonable and have some definite relation
to the purpose of the Act.") (citations omitted); 89 Op. of the Att'y Gen. 212, 218 (2004) ("Att'y
Gen."\'. see generall.v Dolan t'. City of Tigard, 5 I 2 U. S. 37 4 (1994); Nollan v. Ca. Coastal Comm 'n,

P,O. BOX 653 ' GOVERNMENTAL CENTER ' 23I15 LEON'ARD HALL DRIVE, LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
PHoNE 301.475.4200 EXT. '*1700 . FAx 301.475.4660 ' www.co.saint-marys.ntd.us
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MEMORANDUM

TO: Commissioners of St. Mary's County
FROM: David A. Weiskopf, County Attomey
DATE: September 29, 2020
RE: Memorandum Regardine Development hnpact Fees and Building Excise Taxes

Introduction

A developrnent impact fee is fce imposed on new development and is designed to fund
public facilities that will specifically serve the new development. Such a fee seeks to alleviate the
impact ofnew development on existing public faoilities. 2019 Oven'iet'at50.



County Commissioners for St. Mary's County
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483 U.S. 82s (1987)

Whether a development impact fee meets this standard is a two-step analysis. Att'y Gen.
at 218 (citing 8 McQuillin, The Law of Municipal Corporations $ 25.118.60 (3rd ed. rev. 2000)).
First, a county must demonstrate a rational nexus! or reasonable connection, between the
population growth resulting tom the new development and the need for new facilities to serve that
development. Second, a county must show a rational nexus, or reasonable connection, between
the use ofdevelopment impact fee revenue and the benefits to the property assessed. 1d. To ensure
such a connection, any revenue derived from a development impact fee "must be appropriately
earmarked so as to substantially benefit that property." Id. at 212. Consequently, St. Mary's
County could not impose a development impact fee in one geographic area and spend the revenue
in another, i.e., it may not impose a development impact fee in Ridge and spend the revenue on
public facilities in Charlotte Hall. 2019 Overview at 50.

Significantly, if the "primary pulpose" of a development impact fee is to raise revenue-
even if incidental benefits acclxe to the assessed properties it will be deemed a tax and invalid
unless the jurisdiction has authority from the General Assembly to impose such a tax. E.
Diversified,319 Md. at 53 55 (holding that a development impact fee was actually a tax and
therefore invalid where nothing in the local law suggested that the fee was charged to provide
serwices to new development or to defray regulatory expenses, even though the assessed propefiy
owner "received some benefit" from road construction).

As the amount of a development impact fee is subject to judicial review, a county must
conduct a study measuring the effects that new development will have on public facilities before
imposing a development impact fee. Id.

B. St. Mary's County

Maryland Code Annotated, Local Govemment, $ 20-706(b)(l) enables St. Mary's County
to impose a development impact fee to finance the costs for certain public facilities that are
"required to accommodate new construction or development." Such projects include "additional
educational, water, sewerage! road, sanitation, solid waste, park, or similar facilities." { 20-706(c).

Chapter 223 of the Code ol St. Mary's County codifies the authority from the General
Assembly for St. Mary's County to impose development impact fees on an "Applicant for a
building permit for a dwelling unit on a parcel of record, including a lot of record." -ad.

$ 223.4-2(1). Such applicants may not receive a building permit prior to paying the development
impact fee. \ 223.4-2(1). The amount of the fee is determined each year in the Revenue Tax
Ordinance adopted as part of the annual budget. I 223.4-2(2).

Finally, Section 223 .4-4 entmerates the same public facilities in Local Government
$ 20-706(c) that may be funded through development impact fee revenue. Specifically, Section
223.4-4 provides, "Funds collected as development impact fees n-ray be appropriated, from time to
time, to fund educational, water, sewerage, road, sanitation, solid waste, park, or similar facilities
required to accommodate new construction or development."

P.O. Box 653 . GOVERNMENTAL CENTER . 23 I I5 LEoNARD HALL DRIVE, LEoNARDTOWN, MD 20650
PHoNE 301.475.4200 x1700 . FAx 301.475.4660 r www.co.saint-marvs.md.us
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Building Excise Taxcs

Building excise taxes serve an additional means of raising revenue. Unlike development
impact fees, however, the amount ofa building excise tax need not be reasonably connected to the
actual cost of providing public facilities to serve the new development. Att'y Gen. at 219 ("The
advantage of this approach is that there would be no need to show a nexus between the assessment

and the use of the revenue."); see 20I9 Oven'ieu' at 50.

Moreover, unlike a development impact fee, the amount of a building excise tax is not
subject to judicial review. Mavor o.f Ocean City v. Purnell-Jan'is, Ltd.,86 Md. App. 390, 405
(1991). In further contrast to development impact flees, St. Mary's County would not be obligated
to spend building excise tax revenue to specifically benefit the taxed properties. Rather, excise tax
revenue may generally be spent throughout the county. /d.

Notwithstanding these advantages, General Assembly enabling legislation is required
before St. Mary's County may impose a building excise tax. Md. Dec. of R. art. l4

P.O. BOX 653 ' GOVERNMENTAL CENTER ' 23I I5 LEONARD HALL DRIVE, LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

PHon'E 301.475.4200 xl700 . FAx 301.475.4660 . www.co.saint-marys.md.us



Chapter 10. Development Impact Fees and Excise Taxes

Managing growth continues to be an issue confronting local govemments in
Maryland. In order to better manage growth, local govemments have several tools that they
may usL', including irrposing development impact fees and excise taxes. Development
impact lees and excise taxes are charges on new development used to fund capital progrants
and services necessitated by nerv growth. These development charges allow local
govemrnents to shift the costs offinancing new public facilities from existing taxpayers to
those responsible fbr the development. In many situations, the use of such development
charges may eliminate the need lor j urisdiction-wide tax increases.

Fourteen counties in Maryland irnpose development impact fees or excise taxes,
with estimated fiscal 2018 collectior.rs totaling $166.1 million. After generally increasing
f,or a number olyears through fiscal 2007. revenues decreased considerably in fiscal 200tt
and 2009. More recently, revenues have increased again (Exhibit l0.l ).

Exhibit l0.l
Development Impact Fee and Excise Tax Revenue

Fiscal 2005-2018
($ in Millions)
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Development Impact Fees

A development impact fee is a regulatory measure designed to fund facilities
specifically required by new development projects in order to mitigate the irnpact ofsuch
development on infrastructure or public facilities. However, there must be a reasonable
connection between the amount of the impact fee imposed and the actual cost ofproviding
facilities to the propefties asscsscd. In order to justify thc imposition of an impact fee, a
jurisdiction n-rust conduct a study that measures the effects that new developrnent will have
on public facilities. The amount of an impact fee is subject to judicial review. Moreover,
the revenue from the fee must be dedicated to substantially benefit the assessed properlies.
Thus, a county cannot collect an impact fee in one geographic area and spend the funds in
another area.

Development Excise Taxes

A development excise tax is another means of raising revenue from new
development. Unlike a regulatory impact fee, the amount ofan excise tax does not have to
be closely related to the actual cost ofproviding public facilities to serve new development.
In addition, excise tax revenues do not have to be spent to specifically benefit the properties
that are taxed but may generally be spent throughout the county.

Imposition and Administration

In counties that impose development impact fees and excise taxes, the charges are
collected by the county and are often required to be paid before a building permit or zoning
cerlificate is issued. Municipalities may, in some cases, assist counties in the collection of
the charges within their jurisdictions. Exhibit 10.2 shows the counties that impose
development impact fees and excise taxes, corresponding legislative references,
fiscal 2018 rates, and fiscal 2018 estimated revenues. In a given county, other charges
imposed on new development (while not accollnted for here as development impact fees
or excise taxes) may also be directed partially or wholly toward new or expanded facilities
(e.g., water/sewer system development charges or connection charges).
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Governmental Uses

Public services funded by development impact fees and excise taxes include public
school construction, libraries, cornrnur.rity colleges, transportation, public safety, parks and
recreation. and utilities.

Statutory restrictions on allowable uses of the impact fee and excise tax revenue
vary from county to county. Use of the revenue for creation or expansion ofpublic facilities
rather than for maintenance or operations of existing facilities is often required. Some
county ordinances also require, to one extent or anothcr, that the additional or expanded
facilities benefit the development from which the revenue was generated or benefit a

defined district or area in rvhich the development is located.

Legal Authority

Local governments must have authority from the General Assembly in order to
impose a development impact fee or excise tax. Code hor.ne rule counties are authorized as

a group to impose specified impact fees and excise taxes and a number of other counties
have specific authorizations from the General Assembly.

Tax Rate Setting Authority

Thc impact fec amounts and cxcise tax rates arc generally established in the county
implementing ordinance for the impact fee or excise tax or by county resolution. In sorne

cases, limits on the fees or rates are set in the General Assembly authorization for the fee
or tax. Different fees and rates often apply to different types of development and, in some

cases, developrnent in different areas ofthe county. Exemptions and/or waivers or delerrals
are often available for certain types ofdevelopment, such as affordable housing. A number
ofcounties also allow certain conveyances or dedications ofland or construction ofpublic
facilities by the developer to substitute for payment ofthe fee or tax.

Legal Reference

Local Govemment Article, Sections l-101, l-1308, 5-102, and 20-701 through
20-806

Public Local Laws
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Countv T) P"

Exhibit 10.2

Maryland Counties with Development Impact Fees and Excise Taxes
F'iscal 2018

Rate I'er
Du e llingrLegislativc Rcl'erence

Estimated
Revenues

Anne Arundelr

Calvcrt

Carolincl

Carroll

Impact Fee

Excisc Tax

Excise Tax

lmpact Fee

Ch. 350 of 1986

Ch. 232 of200l
Ch. 565 of 1993

Ch. 566 of I 991

Ch. 538 of2004
Ch. 108 of 1987

s r 2,963

12,950

5,000

$ 16,300,000

1 111 5R6

75,000

80.466)it

Charles

Dorchestera'5

Frederick6

Harford

Excise Tax

Excise Tax

Impact Fee/Excise Tax

Impact Fee

Ch. 476,586 o12002

Ch.40l of 2004

Ch. 468 of 1990

Ch. 690 of200l
Ch. 389 of2004 6,000 2,500,000

rs ))q
0

I 5,5 l5

9,427,178

0

13.393,656

Howardr Excisc Tax/Surcharge

Montgomcrya 8 Impact Tax

Princc Gcorge'sa e Surchargc

Queen Annc's Impact Fee

ch.
ch.
ch.
ch.
ch.
ch.
ch.
ch.

285 of 1992
420 of 2004
808 of 1963

707 of 1990
66 of 1995

431 of 2003
594 of2005
532 of 1992

2.441sq. ft. I 5,251,380

45,159 65,800,000

23,513 15,760,700

St. Mary's
Talbotl
Washington

Impact Fee

Impact Fee

Excise Tax

5,500

7,427

1.00/sq. ft.

1,470,000

318,000

600,000

Ch. 814 of 1974

Ch. 642 of l99l
Ch. 468 of 2003

Ch. 598 of2005
Ch. 533 of2008

Total $166,079,966
rThe rates showr are generally those applicable to single-f'an ly detached duellings.
I Ratc for a 2,000-2399 square fq)t rcsidential tmit. Residcntial ratcs vary by vluale footage.
r A 5750 excise tax for agriculn-rral land preserEtion also applies to new lots created by suMivision in a "ruml district."
a These corutics have one or more additional ratc(s) applicable to differenl areas ofthe county.
s The county development excise tix{ is suspended tlrough June 30, 2020.
6 Ratc pcr dwclling shown represents thc public school and library impact fcc total.

' Rate per dwclling shown reprcscnts the total ofthe roads tax amount (Sl.l8/sq. ft.) and the school sucharge amount ($ 1.26lsq. ft.).
3 Rate per drvellirg shown represents 523,062 for schools and $22,097 for tBnsportanon.
e Rate per dwcllirg shown represents S 15.972 for school facilities and 57.541 for public safety.

Source: DLpanmenl ofLegislatirc Scn ices

5.29lsq. ft. 1,770,000



Neil Murphy

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Atta€hments:

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:48 AM
To: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stma rysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarysmd.com>
Subject: RE:Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Hi Dave,

The Commissioners asked the benefit of an excise tax. Below is from my attached memorandum. which
explored development impact fees and excise taxes:

Building excise taxes serve an additional means ofraising revenue. Unlike development impact fees,

however, the amount of a building excise tax need not be reasonably connected to the actual cost of
providingpublicfacilitiestoservethenewdevelopment.89Op.oftheAtt'yGen.2l2,2l9(2004)
("The advantage of this approach is that there would be no need to show a nexus between the assessment

and the use of the revenue."); see Department of Legislative Services ("DLS"), Overvieu'of Maryland
Local Governments: Finances and Demographics, Handbook Volume Vl Local Goternment 50 (Jan.

2019). Moreover, unlike a development impact fee, the amount ofa building excise tax is not subject to
judicial review. Ma.yor ol Ocean Citt, v. Purnell-Jan'is. Ltd.,86 Md. App. 390, 405 ( l99l ). In further
contrast to development impact fees, St. Mary's County would not be obligated to spend building excise

tax revenue to specifically benefit the taxed properties. Rather, excise tax revenue may generally be

spent throughout the County. 1d.

Sincerely,

Ncil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputy Countv Attorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attorney-client privilege, or otherwise protected against

Neil Murphy
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 3:25 PM

Neil Murphy
FW: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset
Memorandum Regarding Development lmpact Fees and Excise Taxes.docx

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301 -475-4200, ext. 7 17 04
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email : Neil.Mumhv(rastmarysmd.com
https://www.stmarvsmd.com/



Neil Murphy

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 3:28 PM

Neil Murphy; Angela Blondino; David Weiskopf
RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Yes - again same as Transfer Tax - if the impact fee is removed, then we would need additional revenue for funding our
CIP projects - such as Bond funds.

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23,2020 3:13 PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarysmd.com>;
David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf @stmarysmd.com>
Subiect: RE:Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
De puty Countlt Attornelt
St. Mary's County Govemment
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates frorn the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: Jeannett Cudmore <Jea nnett.Cud more @stma rysmd,com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2O2O 2:4t PM

To: Neil Murphy <Neil.M urphv@ stma rvsmd,com>; Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino@stma rysmd.com>; David

h':**{
'EQfi'I..''

7.

,6 31

'a

't'(, t'ot t

Hi Jeannett.

Thanks so much for helping us out earlier. Are we making our ends meet with the development impact fee?

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301 -475-4200, ext. 7 17 04
Fax:301-475-4660
Email: Neil.Murphy(ristmarysmd.com
https://www. stmarysmd.com/
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Cu1', President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissionerl6

September 29.2020

l he Honorable Matthew Morgan
Maryland IIouse of Delegates
3 l0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Chairman Morgan:

Re: St. Mary's Count."- - To request amendment olS20-706 of the Local Govern,nent Arlicle to
give St. Mary's Count).the authorit) to enact either a Development Impact Fee OR
BI.IILDING EXCISE TAX. BUT NOT BOTH

Dear Chairman Morgan:

'l'he Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the request for amendment of 620-706 of
the Local Govrnment Article of the Annotated C.'ode of MarylanrJ to give St. Mary's County the

authority lo enacl either a Development Inrpact [:ee OR BUILDING EXCISE TAX, BUT NOT
BOTH. as requested by Chief Financial Olficer, Jeannett Cudmore.

We appreciate the introduction olthis legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens o['St. Mary''s County. We look lorward to working with you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerely.
co iUIS

ames Randl Guy. President

SIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLNTY/%
CSMCiAB|/sf
1 :/Consent/2020,'133

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael He*itt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Administrator
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$' James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael 1,. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

Joh-r.r E. O'Connor. Commissioner

ST. NIARY's CoUNTY GovER\NIE.\*T

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

HB _ St. Mary's County
Building Excise Tax

,n) r

Delegate Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County - Buitding Excise Tax
Hearing on _, 202 [

Dear Chairman

The Comrnissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County
Building Excise Tax which is being heard in the

on .2021.
Committee

We request a favorable report on House Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegatc Matthcw Morgan
Delegate Gcrald CIark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Cornmissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioncr Michael Hewitt
Commissioncr Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgctt, County Administrator
David Wciskopt, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUTLDTNc . 41770 BALDRTDCE sr., LEoNARDTowN. MD 20650
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S't. MAR\''s CouNTl' GovERNNTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

s- '. '2,

ffi(
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Cornmissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County -
Building Excise Tax

SUPPORT

2o2t

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: - St. Mary's County Building Excise Tax
Hearing on ,202t

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County suppofi Bill #: - St. Mary's County
Building Excise Tax which is being heard in the

.202t.
Committee on

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randl' Guy. President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegatc Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . cHESApEAKE BUTLDTNC . 41770 BALDRTDGE sr., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
PHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301.475.4935 o www.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@srMARysMD.coM

Senator _. Chair
Committee





JoINT MEETING
ST. MARY'S COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION AND COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

OCTOBER 6,2020 Ar 6:00 p.Nr.

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

- Augr.st 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 l,egislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular rieeting at 9:00 a.rn.

Septernber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meetin-g at 9:00 a.n
october 6 Joint Public Meeting with commissioners antl St. Mary's county Delegation at 6:0b p.m.

Requestors rvill be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

Rrqunsron: JEANNETT CUDMORE, CFo

41770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650

301-475-4200
JEANNETT.CUDMORE@srMARysMD.coM

ADDRESS:

TELEPHoNE:
EMAIL:

LEGISLATIVE REFERf,NCf, (tF KNowN): Article l9 Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County Code Section
138-l.F

FISCALIMPACT: YEs x No AMoUNT:

REQUEST:
To revise Chapter 138 of the St. Mary's Code that imposes a sunset date of October l,2024 on the imposition of
transfer taxes so that the sunset date is REPEAIED. Transfer taxes form a critical non-debt component of the
capital plan. Loss of this revenue stream has an annual impact of approximately $6.7 million on the annual capital
program. The Commissioners of St. Mary's County have maintained the debt ratios at lower than the goal by being
able to use transfer taxes to fund capital projects, in addition to other local sources such as impact fees, dedicated
recordation tax, pay-go and bonds.

Amually, over a $1 million of the transfer tax is used for land preservation (helping to maximize the State
allocation). Additionally, in the FY 2021 to FY 2026 capital plan, as part ofthe FY202l request, transfer taxes are
used to fund:

*Facility projects: $6.5 million for a variety of projects, including major repair and minor renovations to
County facilities including $100,000 to the F & R Revolving Loan Fund
xRoads Projects: $23 million, including Roadway & Safety Improvements, Asphalt Overlay, Retrofit
Sidewalk Program and Water Quality & Nutrient Removal
*Parks Projects: $ I million for Recreation Facilities & Parks Improvements
+School Projects: $ I .7 million, Building Infrastructure Critical & Programmatic

Transf'er taxes are often used for those capital needs that do not lend themselves to bond financing and are often the
local match to state or federal funds. Absent transfer taxes, the County would need to sell general obligation bonds
in order to fund the equivalent ofthese sources for the necessary capital projects. Over a S-year period, that would
have increased the amount ofdebt by approximately $40 million, with an annual debt service costs of $2.6 million.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

SUBJECT I\TATTER: To REeuEsr rHAT cH. 138-l.F - TRANSFER rAx SUNSET/TER} NA.I.I0N DATE
BE REPEALED



At this time we request that Ch. 138 of Article l9 of the Public Local Laws of St. Mary's County be amended to
REPEAL/REMOVE the termination date of the Transfer Tax as follows:

{5€€=*33-1-+

xuf,

SUBMIT BY AUGUST 26,2020 To..

CoMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MARY,S CoUNTY
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
csmc(rDshnarysmd.com

MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MAR\,'s CoUNTY
310 HousE OFFTCE BUTLDING
6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
rnatt.lnorgan(( house.stale.md.us

AND



71712020 st. Mary,s county, MD code of ordinances

Sec. 138-1. - lmplementation.

A. (l) lnthissection'instrumentofwriting"meansawritteninstrumentthatconveystitleto,oraleaseholdinterest
jn, real property.

(2) "lnstrument of writing" includes:

{a) A deed or contract;

(b) A lease;

(c) An assignment of a lessee's interest;

(d) Articles of transfer;

(e) Articles of merger or other document which evidences a rnerger of foreign corporations or foreign

limited partnerships; and

(f) Articles of consolidation or other document which evidences a consolidation of foreign corporations.

(3) "lnstrument of writing" does not include:

(a) A mortgage, deed oftrust, or other contract that creates an encumbrance on real property; or

(b) Asecurityagreement,asdefinedinS'12-101(e) of the Tax-Property Article of th e An notated Code of

M a ryla nd.

B. The County Commissioners may impose a transfer tax on an instrument of writing:

('l) Recorded with the Clerk of the Circuit Court for St. Mary's County; or

(2) Filed with the State Department of Assessments and Taxation.

C- A transfer tax under this sectton:

(1) Shall be established by ordinance;

{2) May not exceed one (1) percent; and

(3) Does not apply to;

(a) An instrument of writing exempt from the State transfer tax under 5 13-207 of the Tax-Property Article of

the Annotated Code of Maryland; or

(b) A transfer of land subject to the agricultural land transfer tax under Title 13, Subtitle 3 of the Tax -

Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland.

D. (1) The proceeds from the transfer tax may only be used to pay for capital projects.

(2) The County Commissioners shall state in the county budget each year:

(a) An estimate ofthe revenue to be received from the transfer tax for both the current and the ensuing

fiscal yea rs;

(b) The revenue received from the transfer tax during the previous fiscal year; and

(c) The capital prolects for which the County Commissioners anticipate the proceeds from the transfer tax

will be used.

E. Before the county imposes a transfer tax under this section, the County Commissioners shall hold a public hearlng

that:

('l) Shall be advertised by pub|cation tn a newspaperofgeneral crrculationinthecountyatleastten(10)days

before the hearlng; and

(2) N4ay not be part ofthe annual budget hearing.

F. The authority granted to impose a transfer tax under this section shall terminate and be of no effect after october

1 ,2024.

(1990, ch.599; 1994, ch.317:2000, ch. 195; 2004, ch.411;20A7,ch.71;2020,ch.199)

1t1



Chapter 9. Other Local Taxes

Other local taxes, which account for 6.6oh of county revenues and 2.0%o of
municipal revenues, include transler taxes, recordation taxes, hotel/motel taxes, sales taxes,
and admissions/amusement taxes. As illustrated in Exhibit 9.1, transfer and recordation
taxes generate a significant portion of the county revenues from these sources. Exhibit 9.2
shows local transler and recordation tax collections from fiscal 2008 to 2019.

Exhibit 9.1

Other Local Taxes - County Revenues
Fiscal 2017

Sales - Energy Salcs - Parking
2.loh

Sales - Telephone
7.6%

Sales Hotel/Motel
1<O/

Source: Department of Legislative Services

Admissions/
Anrusement

2.9%

Other
0.5%

Transfer/Recordation
56.9%
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Fiscal

Exhibit 9.2

Local Transfer and Recordation Tax Revenues
($ in Nlillions)

2008
2009
2010
201I
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
20t7
201 8

20t9

Sourcei Deparhnent of Legislative Selvices

Total 7o Change

$747.4
525.1

529.6
5l 1.8

5 53.0
694.7

699.5
765.1

891.7
983.3

981.7
945.4

Local Transfer Tax

Tax Base

A local transfer tax may be imposed on instruments of writing conveying title to or
a leasehold interest in real property. A charter county. a cornmission county. and
Baltirnore City rrust have specific authority from the General Assembly to levy a transfer
tax. The General Assembly has authorized all code counties to impose a transler tax. A
distinction is made in the local codes between inslruments conveyrng title such as a deed

or cefiain leaseholds and instruments securing real property such as a mortgage. Transfer
taxes are also imposed on the transfer of real property with a value of $ I .0 million or more
when the transfer is achieved through the sale of a "controlling interest" in a specified
corporation, partnership, limited liability company, limited liability partnership, or other
form of unincorporated business. Controlling interest is defined as more than 80% of the
total valuc ofthc stock or thc intcrcst in capital and profits.

146

Transfer
$37s.1

269.5
291.6
272.1

286.8
326.8
3 50.7

388.1
463.0
494.9
496.3

474.6

-29.1%
0.8%

-3.4%
8.1%

25.6%
0.7%
9.4%

16.5%

10.3%
-0.2%
-3.7%

Recordation

$372.3
255.6
237.9
239.6
266.2
367.9
348.7

376.9
428.6

488.4
485.3
470.8
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Exhibit 9.3
Local Transfer Taxes

Countv
CountY Tax Ratcs FY 2017

FY 2017 FY 2019 Revenues
Per Capita
Rcvenues

Per Capita
Ranking

Allegany
Anne Arundel
Baltimore City
Baltimore

0.5%
1.0%
1.5%
1.5%

0.5%
l.Oo/o

1.5%
t.5%

$9
103
78
92

s628,18 8

58,436,909
48,179,234

19

4
8

676 293 908
Calvert
Caroline
Canoll
Cecil

0.0%
0.5%
0.0%
0.5%

0.0%
0.5%
0.0%
0.5% 540 036

0
599,344

0

20
t6
)n
l8

0
l8
0

l5
Charles
Dorchester
Frederick
Garrett

0.5%
0.7 sYo

0.0%
1.0%

05%
0.75%

0.0%
t.o%

6.982.932
1.t93,644

0
2 r83 536

44
)l

0
'74

t2
l4
20
9

Harford
Howard
Kent
Montgomery

1.0%
| .Oo/n

0.5%
1,0%

63
101

ll3

15,762,182
32,015,788

645,483
I 18,000,203

l0
5

l5
J

Prince George's

Quccn Anne's
St. Mary's
Somerset

1.4%

0.5%
1.0%
0.0%

0.5%
t.0%
0.0%

I13,354,607
2,05t,'7 55
{ osd )7?

0

r24
42
53

0

I
l3
ll
20

Talbot
Washington
Wicomico
Worcester

t.o%
0.5o/o

0.0%
0.5%

1.0%
05%
0.0%
0.5%

4.460,772
2,321,470

0
4.271,320

t20
t5
0

83

2
17
20
7

Total

Note: Amounts include orlly county revenues

Source. Dcpanmcnt of Lcgislatrrc Serviu,,'s

$494,875,583 $82

Municipalilies are not authorized to ilnpose these taxes

Tax Rate Setting Authority

Eighteen counties and Baltimore City currently impose a local transfer tax. Code
counties are authorized to irnpose the transfer tax at a maxilnum rate of 0.5%. The tax rates
imposed in charter and commission counties vary, with the rates being established by
public local laws and local ordinances. Tax rates in effect for fiscal 2019 are shown in
Exhibit 9.3, along with the tax rates and revenues collected in fiscal 201 7. Local transfer
tax rates remained relatively constant from fiscal 2015 to 2019. Cecil County enacted a

0.570 transfer tax rate effective for fiscal 2016.

1.0%
1.0%
0.5o/o

1.0%



a

a

a

l.ltt Maryland Local Governntenl

Tax Exemptions

State law provides for the lollowing exemptions to the local transfer tax in code
counties:

Of the charter and commission counties that impose a transfer tax, some incorporate
the exemptions applicable to code counties, while exemptions in other counties are

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

o

a

a

a

a

a

a

o

a

a

a

a

o

o

transfers to public agencies;

transfers between relatives of the immediate family involving assumed debt;

transfers between spouses or former spouses, including those pursuant to divorce
decrees or settlements:

translers between certain domestic partners;

supplementaI instruments without new consideration or debt;
previously recorded instruments;
judgments;

orders of satisfaction;
participation agreements;

transfers ofproperty between related business entities;

corporate, partnership, and limited liability company conveyances to certain persons

on dissolution;

land installment contracts;

options to purchase rcal property;

deeds for prior recorded contracts of sale with same parties;

leases of seven years or less:

articles of rnerger and consoIidation, under certain circumstances;

transfers from cooperative housing corporations on termination;

transfers from certain entities to limited liability companies;

certain transfers to land trusts;

transfers involving certain Maryland Stadiurr Authority affiliates;

transfers ofreal property or an interest in real property by a personal representative

of an estate without consideration;

translers of real property or an interest in real property to a trust or from a trust to
benefi ciaries without consideration;

transfcrs from a certified community development financial institution; and

transfers of a principal residence surrendered in bankruptcy to the holder of the

purchase money mortgage or purchasc moncy decd of trust.
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independently defined. Some State-mandated exemptions are applicable to all counties,
including transfers between spouses and former spouses pursuant to a property settlelnent
or divorce decree. All counties are authorized to exempt a poftion of the consideration
payable on owner-occupied residential property. Counties may also provide an exemption
for firsrtime homebuyers. Certain rate limitations apply to the irnposition of a local
transfer tax on agricultural land, as set forth in the Annotated Code.

Administration of Tax

Generally, transfer tax revenues are collected within each county by the clerk ofthe
coufi or the director of finance- Local transfer taxes on transactions involving arlicles of
consolidation, articles of rnerger, other documents which evidence the merger or
consolidation of foreign business entities, and transfers of controlling interest are collected

by the State Deparlment of Assessments and Taxation and remitted to the Comptroller.
The Comptroller deducts the administrative costs associated lvith collecting the tax and

distributes the remainder to the subdivision, based upon the actual collections in the

subdivision.

Legal Reference

Tax-Property Article, Title I 3, Subtitle 4

Recordation Tax

Tax Base

The recordation tax base is composed of the following: (l) instruments conveying

title to real properly - the actual consideration paid; (2) instntments that create or give

notice of a security interest ir.r real property - the principal amount of debt secnred; and

(3) instruments that create or give notice of a security interest in personal property - the

principal amount of debt secured. Recordation taxes are also imposed on the transfer of
real property with a value of s 1.0 million or more when the transler is achieved through

the sale of a "controlling interest" in a specified corporation, partnership, limited liability
company, lirnited liability partnership, or other form of unincorporated business.

Controlling interest is defined as more than 80% of the total value of the stock or the

interest in capital and profits. Recordation taxes are generally imposed on an "indemnity
mortgage" in the same manner as ilthe guarantor were primarily liable for the guaranteed

loan, unless the recordation tax is paid on another instrument of writing that secures the

payment of the guaranteed loan or the indemnity mortgage secures a guarantee of
repayment of a loan for less than $3.0 million. An indemnity mortgage includes any



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 1:34 PM

Neil Murphy; Angela Blondino; David Weiskopf
RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset
FY2'l CIP TrsfrTax 8-2 5-2020.x1s

1 - Transfer Tax is revenue for the Capital Project Fund - see listing of uses in the approved FY2021 PIan attached
This is the County's Transfer Tax Benerated by the 1% charged - based on transfer value.

2 - Recordation Tax is split between Operating (General Fund) 3.65 and CIP-Agricultural Projects.35

ln Operating - it is not designated to a specific item - it is general fund revenues toward the entire budget
ln CIP - it is designated to Agricultural Proiects

Last three years breakdown is as follows:

Actual Receipts FY2018 FY 2019 FY2020 (una udited)

Operating 3.65 5,918,163 6,387 ,490 6,160,565

CIP - Ag .35 567 ,495 6t2,499 590,739

Total 4.00 6,485,658 6,999,989 6,7 s7,304

Thanks, Jeannett

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 2:4L PM

To: .,eannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino @stmarysmd-com>;

David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf@stmarysmd.com>

Subject: RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Hi Jeannett,

Hope you're great!

We had a few follow-up questions from today's hearing with the Commissioners.

l. Where does the revenue for the transfer tax go? Our understanding is that it goes to Program Open

Space and some agricultural programs. ls this corect?
2. Where does the revenue from the recordation tax go? Similarly, our understanding is that it goes to

these two programs. Is this correct as well?

Thanks so much!

Sincerely,

Neil

I



SUMMARY - Transfer Tax
Capital lmprovement Projects - FY2021 to FY2026

FOR 2O2O LEGISLATION

Fv21 FY22 F'(23 F\24 FY25 FY26

CAPITAL PROJECT X-ler Tax X-ferTax X-ferTax X-fer Tar

PUBLIC FACILITIES
Airporl lmprovements 319,600 915.500 75,000 0 0 0

Buildinq Maintenance & Repair - Cn{cal 440,000 443.000 418 000 .135 000 400 000 300.000
Buildino Mainlenance & Reoair - Prooram 415.000 425 000 375 000 415.000 410.000 330.000
F rc & Rescue Revolvinq Loan F!nd 0 0 100,000 0 0 0

Park nq and Site lrnorovemenls 195.000 60,000 60,000 60.000 0 0

Total Pu bl ic F ac i I ities 1,369,600 1.813,500 1,028,000 910.000 810.000 630.OOO

HIGHWAYS
Culverl Replacement & Reparr 0 0 585 000 525,000 525,000 525.000
Retrofii Srdewalk Prcqram 255.483 1.088.378 767 500 210.000 200.000 200.000
Roadway & Safety lmprovemenis 1.981.604 1.075.000 2 363 346 2.AA2.346 3 708.346 3.755.000
Soulhamplon Neiqhborhood Revitalization 60.000 0 0 0 0 0

Street Liqhlinq & Streetscape lmprovemenls 255.000 60.000 0 0 0 0

Water Ouality I Nutrient Removal 400.000 450 000 360.000 380.000 600.000 0

2,952,087 2,673,378 4,075,846 3,917,i46 5,033,316 1.180,000

LAND CONSERVATION
Aoricullure Land Preservaiion Proq.ams 743.333 346 679 346 679 346.679 346,679 346.679
Rural Leoacv Proqlam 1,050,000 750.000 750,000 7s0,000 750 000 750.000
llrban Leqacv Proqram 0 0 0 0 0 600.000

Total Land Consetuation 1,793,333 1,096,679 1,096,679 1,096,679 1,096,679 1,696.679

RECREATION & PARKS

Recrearion Facilities & Parks lmprovemenls 0 300,000 285.000 275.000 180.000 0

Total Parks Acouisition /Davolooment 0 300,000 285,000 275,000 180.000 o

MARINE

Sl. Jercmes Creek Jetties 59 075 71.600 0 0 0 0

Sl. Patricl's Creek Mainlenance Dredqe 100.000 0 0 0 0 0

159,075 71.600 o 0 0 0

PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Buildinq lntrasltuclure - Cincal 0 0 264.000 90 000 0 0

Buildinq lnirastructure - Proq.a(nmatic 0 469.968 210 000 147,000 0 0

Choplicon HS FIVAC Sysiemic Renovauon 0 0 0 125 000 0 0

Great Mills HS - Parlial Roof Replacement 42.AOO 0 0 0 0 0

Green Hollv Ele School-RoorHVAC Ststemic 0 0 5S.000 0 0 0

Lexinolon Park Ele School ' Rool Reolace 0 0 0 C 0 40 000

Pinev Poiot Ele School-HVAC Syslem 0 40.000 0 0 0 0

Ridqe Ele School-HVAC Svstem Renovation 0 0 0 0 0 40.000

School CapacitvSludyK-12 175.000 0 0 0 0 0

Town Creek Ele School ' HVAC Svstemic 24,OOA 0 0 0 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0

foial Public Schools 211,000 509.96E 533.000 362,000 0 40,000

TOTAL 6,515,095 6,495.125 J,018,s2s 6,561,025 7,12n,025 6,886,679

----------------

L



Neil Murphy

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. MurPhY
Deputy Counry Allornq)
St. Mary's CountY Govemment
41770 Baldridge Street

Post Office Box 653

Jeannett Cudmore
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:41 PM

Neil Murphy; Angela Blondino; David Weiskopf
RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

1 - Are we having trouble making our ends meet - this is CIP revenue - if this goes away, then the Bond Funding will

need to be increased for the loss revenue.

Transfer Tax as already indicated 8o towards the County Ag projects - about a 51 million each each, and the rest for

other CIP projects - primarily those that are smaller, like studies,

And other expenses that would not normally go towards Bonds,

2 - Approximately 51 million each fiscal year

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphy@ stma rysmd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 10:33 AM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarysmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela Blondino@ stmarysmd com>;

David Weiskopf <David,Weiskopf@stmarysmd.com>

Subiect: RE:Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Hi Jeanette,

ln reviewing the questions of the meeting, the Commissioners also had the following questions:

. Are we having trouble making our ends meet?

o How much money is coming out of the transfer and recordation taxes towards agricultural land

preservation CIP Projects?

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law' The

message and any file i.un.rnitt"d with it contain confidential infbrmation which

may bI subject io the attomey-client privilege' or otherwise protected against

unautho.ir"d use. The information contained in this message and the file

transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of
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privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revis ed May 22,2017) Any disclosure' distribution'

iopying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless of address or routing'

1

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 30 I -475-420O, ext. 7 17 04

Fax: 301 -475-4660
Email : Neil.MumhY@stmarysmd.com
https ://www.stmarysmd.com/



is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2O2O 2:4L PM

To: Jeannett Cudmore <Jeannett.Cudmore@stmarvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Angela.Blondino @stmarvsmd.com>;
David Weiskopf <David.Weiskoof@stmarvsmd.com>
Subject: RE: Transfer Tax - repeal of sunset

Hi Jeannett,

Hope you're great !

We had a few follow-up questions fiom today's hearing with the Commissioners.
I . Where does the revenue for the transfer tax go? Our understanding is that it goes to Program Open

Space and some agricultural programs. Is this correct?
2. Where does the revenue from the recordation tax go? Similarly, our understanding is that it goes to

these two programs. ls this correct as well?

Thanks so much!

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputy County Attorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against

unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 30 l -475-4200, ext. 7 1704
Fax:301-475-4660
Email : Neil.Mumhy@rstmarvsmd.com
httos://www.stmarvsmd.com/
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FOR THE PURPOSE OF SETTING A RECORDATION TAX AND
RATE IN ACCORDANCE WITH AND PTJRSUANT TO THE
AUTHORITY GRAJ\.ITED L,]NDER MARYLAND ANNOTATED
coDE. TAX-?RO?ERTT ARTICLE, St2_t}t, 

'I 
SEO AND

DESIGNATING A PORTION OF THE REVENUE THEREBY
GENERATED FOR Tl{E PTJRCHASE OF DEVELoPMEI.IT RIGHTS
THAT WILL PRESERVE ACRTCULTi,RAI LANDS. Elrsi, itr g.fr:litr 9.4

oRprNArlcn ffi,i'ffilff*
.tui !8, Hl ili:i e

WIIEREAS, Marvland Antrolded Code, Iaa-proper!. Anicle, Sl2-l}3b)
provides that "[t]he Mayor and City Council of Balrimorc City or the goveming body ofa
county may set, by law, the recordatiol tax rate in the county"; and

II'IIER-EAS, the Board of Cou y CornmissioneE for St. Mary's County,
Maryland exercised such authority in eDacting ResolutioDs 69-l and 82-16, each se(ing
the Recordation Tax rate at Three aIld 30/100 Dollan, ($3.30) per Five Hundrcd Dollars,
($500.00), of consideration payable or of the principal amount of the debr sccured for an
instrument of wdtin$ and

IVEEREAS, pursuant to Maryland Annotated Code, Article 25, Section 3(r), a
public heariog was held on June 12, 2001, aner due and appropriate notice was pubUshed
in The Elterprisc, a newspaper ofgeneral circulation irl St. Mry's Coutrty, on June I and
8, 2001 aDd in thc Washitrqton PosL a newspaper of general circulation in St. Mary's
County, on June 6, 7, 10, and I 1, 2001, for at least two successive weeks; and

WEEREAS, the Board of Counry Commissioners for St. Mary's County,
Maryland desiro to pmtect the health, safety and well-being of present and futule
residents of St. Mary's County by conscrving and proteding agricultual land as an
environmenlal rcsource of major importanco and as the basis of a viablc s€ctor of the
County's economy; and

WHEREAS, after public input and serious consideration of input from staff and
the public it is determined that it is in thc County's bcsr interest to rcpeal, modift and re-
enact the Recordation T&x, establishing thc rate at Four Dolla$, (94.00), per each or
fi:action of Five Hun&ed Dollam, ($500.00), of consideratiotr payable or of the principal
amount ofthe debt secured for arl instrument of writing reoorded with the Clerk ofthe
Circuit Court for St. Mary's County, Marylard.

NO\l', TIIERXFOR-E, BE IT ORDAINED, by rhe Board of County
Commissioners lor St. Mary's County, Maryland that, pusuant ro the authority granted
urder Marvland Amotated Code. Tax-Property Article, 512- 103(b), thele shall cantinue
to be a Recordation Ta,t for each or liaction of Five Huldred Dolla$, ($500.00), of
consideratioa payable or ofthe principal amount of the dcbl secured for an iostument of
writing recorded with the Clerk of the Circuit Cout for St. Mary's County, Maryland.

BE IT FIJRTHXR ORDAINED, by the Board ofCounty Commissioners for St.
Mary's County, Maryla.ld that the Recordation Ia\ Rale for St. Mary's County shall be
Four Dollars, (54.00) per each or fiaction of Five Hurdred Dollars, ($500.00), of
consideration payablc or ofthc principal a$ount ofthe debt secured for an inskument of
writing recorded with the Clerk ofthe Circuit Cou( for St. Mary's Couty, Maryland.

BE IT FURTIIER ORDAINED, by rhe Board ofCoBoty Conmissiorers for St.
Mary's Couuty, Maryland that 35/100 Dollars, ($0.35), of each Four Dollars, ($4.00)

T
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collected afteI Septcmber l, 2001, and each fiscal year thereafter, shall be applied to
conserve and prctect rural lands.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Board ofcounry CoDmissioners for St.

Mary's County, Maryland that this cTlactment shall be effective SePtembd 1, 2001.

BE IT FURTHER ORD{NED, by the Board of County Commissioners for St.

Mary's County, Maryland that the rccitals above arc hereby incorporatcd and adopted as

if fu)ly written herein.

BE IT IURTIIER ORDAINED, by the Board of County Cornmissioners for St.

Mary's County, Maryland thal thc provision of this Ordinance shall be codified at

Chapter 267, Article XI ofthe St. Marv's Countv Code.

Those voting Aye:

Those vottlg Nay:

zLo

I

J

tar=

EFFECTIv E: SsUsEbq-L2lqL-

ST

AI Laccr, County
tor

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND
LEGAI SUFFICIENCY:

BOARD OF COT'NTY COMMISSIONERS
FOR ST. MARY'S COTINTY, MARYLAND

Julie Randall. Presid€nt

Joseph Commissioner

She P lssroner
Norris, III

Deputy County Atlomey

t Thomas A. Matting Y, Sr',

Daniel H. Raley, Commissioner

Those Abscnt:

^DOPTEDI 
/-/,19/ o /



S 12-101. Definitions

(a) ln general. -ln this title the following words have the meanings indicated.

(b) Articles of consolidation. -"Articles of consolidation" means a document filed with the Oepartment under
C 3-107 of the Corporations and Associations Artlc/e which evidences a consolidation of at leasl one Maryland
corporation with another corporation to form a new Maryland corporation.

(c) Articles of merger. -"Articles of merger" means a document filed with the Departmenl under S 3-107, S
44-703, S 9A-903, ot $ 10-208 of the Carporations and Associations Arlicle which evidences a merger involving
at least one Maryland corporation, Maryland limited liability company, Maryland partnership, or Maryland limited
parlnership.

(d) Documents which evidence the merger or consolidation of foreign corporations, foreign
partnerships, foreign limited liability companies, or foreign limited partnerships. -"Oocuments which
evidence the merger or consolidation of foreign corporations, foreign parlnerships, foreign limited liability

companies, or foreign limited partnerships" means those documents that are liled or recorded with:

(l)the Department under S 3-1 17, S 4A-1012, S 9A-9'10, ot Q 10-912 of the Corcorations and
As soc i atiolfs Nljglgi ot

(2)the clerk of the circuit court of a county evidencing that title to real property has been conveyed

through a merger or consolidation of 2 or more foreign corporations, foreign limited liability companies,

foreign partnerships, or foreign limited partnerships.

(e) Domestic partner. -"Oomestic partner" means an individual with whom another individual has established
a domeslic partnership.

(f) Domestic partnership. -"Domestic partnership" means a relationship between two individuals who:

(1)are at least lS years old;

(2)are not related to the other by blood or marriage within four degrees of consanguinity under the civil

law rule:

(3)are not married or a member of a civil union or domestic partnership with another individual:

(4)agree to be in a relationship of mutual interdependence in which each domestic partner contributes

to the maintenance and support of the other domeslic partner and the relationship, even if both

domestic partners are not required to contribute equally to the relationship: and

(5)share a common residence where both domestic partners live, even if:

(i)only one of the domestic partners has the right to legal possession of the common residence, or

(ii)one of the domestic partners has an additional residence.

(g) Evidence of a domestic partnership. -"Evidence of a domestic partnership" means:

(t)an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury by two individuals stating thal they have established a
domestic partnership; and

(2)evidence of any two of the following:

Neil Murphy

Md. TAX-PROPERTY Code Ann. $ 12-101

Statutes current through Iegislation effective July 10, 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > TAX - PROPERTY > TITLE 12. RECORDATION TAXES
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(i)joint liability of the individuals for a mortgage or other loan or for a lease;

(ii)the designation of one of the individuals as the primary beneflciary under a life insurance policy
on the life of the other individual or under a retirement plan of the other individual;

(iii)the designation of one of the individuals as the primary beneficiary of the will of the other
individual;

(iv)a durable power of attorney for health care or financial management granted by one of the
individuals to the other individual;

(v)joint ownership or lease by the individuals of a motor vehicle;

(vi)a joint checking account, joint investments, or a joint credit account;

(vii)a joint renter's or homeowner's insurance policy;

(viii)coverage of one of the individuals under a health insurance policy of the other individual;

(ix)joint responsibility for childcare, such as school documents or guardianship documents; or

(x)a relationship or cohabitation contract.

(h) Evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership. -"Evidence of dissolution of a domestic partnership"

means:

(1)a death certificate; or

(2)an affidavit signed under penalty of perjury by two individuals who formerly established a domestic

partnership stating that the domestic partnership has been dissolved.

(i) Former domestic partner. -"Former domeslic partner" means an individual with whom another individual

had established a domestic partnership that has subsequently been dissolved.

U) lnstrument of writing. -
(1)"lnstrument of writing" means a written instrument that:

(i)conveys title to or creates or gives notice of a securily interest in real property; or

(ii)creates or gives notice of a security interest in personal property

(2)"lnstrument of writing" includes:

(i)a deed or conkact;

(ii)a mortgage, deed of trust, or other contract that creates an encumbrance on real property;

(iii)a lease of real ProPerty;

(iv)an assignment of a lessee's interest in real property;

(v)a security agreement;

(vi)articles of merger or other document which evidences a merger of foreign corporations, foreign

partnerships, foreign limited liability companies, or foreign limited partnerships: and

(vii)articles of consolidation or other document which evidences a consolidation of foreign

corporations.

(k) Recordation tax. --"Recordation tax" means the tax imposed under this title.

(l) Security agreement. -
(1)',security agreement" means an agreement that creates or provides for a security interest.

(2),'security agreemenl" includes a flnancing statement filed under the lvlaryland Uniform Commercial

Code to perfecl a security interest.

Neil Murphy
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(m) Security interest. --

('t)"Security interest" means an interest in real property or personal property that secures payment or
performance of an obligation.

(2)"Security interest" includes a lien or encumbrance on real property or personal property.

(n) Subsidiary corporation. -"Subsidiary corporation' includes any corporation that is a subsidiary of either a
parent corporation or any other subsidiary corporation of the parent corporation.

(o) Successor. --"Successor" has the meaning slaled in 6 1-101(dd) of the Corporations and Associations
At-ticle.

(p) Supplemental instrument of writing. -
(1)"Supplemental instrument of writing" means an instrument of writing that confirms, correcls,
modifies, supplements, or amends and restates a previously recorded instrument of writing, regardless

of whether recordation tax was paid on such instrument of writing.

(2)"Supplemental instrument of writing" includes an instrument of writing that secures a debt and grants

a security interesl in property in addition to or in substitution for property described in lhe previously

recorded instrument of writing.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 81.5277 1985, ch.8, S 2i 1986, ch.686; 1987, ch. '1'1, S'll 1988, ch.550; 1989 ch. 5

1992. ch.53 1997, : ch. 654, n 2l 1998. ch. 743. 8 3:2007, ch. 5, 5 7t 2008. ch. 599,2010. ch. 72. 6 5,ch. 14. 6 1

2013. ch.43. $ 5t chs.267,268i 2017. ch.62. Q 6t 2018. ch.720. $8 1,3i 2019. ch. 8. 6 5.

Annotations

Notes

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS. --

Section 1. ch. 720 Acts 2018, effective October 1, 2018, deleted (d) and (0(2Xv) and redesignaled accordingly;

and $ 3, ch. 720 renumbered (e), (e-1) through (e-5), and (f) through (l) as (d) through (p)

EDITOR'S NOTE. -
Section 7, ch. 5, Acts 2007, apprcved March 22, 2007, and effective from date of enactment, provides that "the

publisher of the Annotated Code of Maryland, in consultation with and subject to the approval of the Oepartment of

Legislative Services, at the time of publication of a new supplement, new volume, or replacement volume of the

Annotated Code, shall make nonsubstantive corrections to codification, style, capitalization, punctuation, grammar,

spelling, and any reference rendered obsolete by an Act of the General Assembly, with no further action required by

the General Assembly. The publisher shall adequately describe any such correction in an editor's note following the

1-101section affected." Pursuant to S 7 of ch.5, "

Neil [/urphy

tions and Association " was

Chapter 599. Acts 2008, effective July 1, 2008, added (e-1) through (e-5).

Chapters 267 and 268, Acts 2013, effective July 1,2013, made identical changes. Each in (l)(1) added "or

amends and restates" and "regardless of whether recordation tax was paid on such instrument of writing" and made

a related change.
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substituted for " 1-101 U of the C ratio and A iation Arti " in (k), following the redesignations made
by S 7, ch. 5, Acts 2007

Pursuant to S 5, ch. 72. Acts 2010, "S 1-101(y)" was substituted for "S 1-101(x)" in (k) following the amendment
by Chapter 611. Acts 2010.

Pursuant to S 5, ch. 43. Acts 2013, " $ 1-101(bb) of the Corporations and Associations Aiicle" was substituted for
"S 1-101(v) ot the CorDorat ions and Assoclallons Atlicle" in (k), following the multiple amendments and

redesignations by chs. 68, 527 , and 528, Acts 201 3.

Pursuanl to I6, ch. 62. Acts 2017, "S 1-101(cc)" was substituted for "$ 1-101(bb)" in (k), following the

amendment by ch.674. Acts ?01 /.

Pursuanl to g 5, ch. 8. Acts 2079, "4 1-101@d of the Corporations and Associations Afticle" was substituted for

"$ 1-101(cc) of the CorDorations and Asso tions Afticle" in (o), following the amendmenl by ch.289, Acts 2019.

Case Notes

oRtGINAL AND SUppLEMENTAL INSTRUMENTS DISTINGUISHED. --lf the refunding is accomplished without

the need of the original mortgage, then the new instrumenl is not supplemental, but original, and the recordation tax

must be paid. lf the lien of the old instrument is retained, only the evidence of the same debt is changed; if the new

instrument cannot operate without the retention of the old, then the last is supplemental to the first within the

meaning of the Maryland recordation tax statute, and is exempted from lhe lax. Hammond v. Philadelphia Elec

19? Md. 1 A.2d 759 1949 Howard Countv v. Howa rd Research & Dev. Corp., 34 Md. AoD. 411.o
367 A-2d1311s11)

CONSTRUCTION OF TITLE. -Mortgage indenlure held a supplemental instrument within the meaning of those

words as used in (g) Hammond v. PhiladelDhia Elec. Power Co.. 192 Md. 179, 63 A.zd 759 (1949)

This title represents a general statutory scheme, and therefore the sections within the title must be read and

considered together to ascertain the true intention oI lhe General Assemblv. Prince Georqe's Countv v. Brown, 334

Md.650. 640 A.2d 1142 1994

EXEMPTION OF SUPPLEI\,4ENTAL INSTRUI\,4ENT. --ln order for an instrument that creates a securily interest to

be exempt as a supplemental instrument, it must supplement an instrument creating a security interest previously

recorded in this State Prince Georoe's Countv v. Bro . 334 Md. 650. 640 A.2d 1 142 (1994)

The rationale of the supplemental instrumenl exemption is that it was not the intention of the General Assembly

to impose the recordation lax twice upon the same debl. Prince Georqe's Countv v. Brown. 334 Md. 650. 640 A.2d

1142 (1994

DEEDS CONVEYING PROPERTY BY GIFT. -Deeds conveying property by way of gift submitted for record are

"instrumentlsl taxable." 63 Op. Att'y Gen. 623 (1978).

Neil Murphy

lvd. TAX-PROPERTY Code Ann. $ 12-101

Section 2. ch. 599. Acts 2008, provides that "this Act may nol be construed to have any effect on $ 2-201 of the
Familv Law Arlicle."
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TAX ON TRANSFERS OF PROPERTY NOT PREEMPTED BY SECTION. -There are no provisions in this
section which expressly or impliedly preempt to the State the entire field of taxing of transfers of property. Hamoton
Assocs. v. Baltimore Countv.66 i,|d. App. 551, 505 A.2d 537 (19861, cert. denied, 307 Md.406, 514 A.2d 24
(1e86).

QUOTED lN Prince Georoe's Countv v. Brown. 348 Md. 708. 705 A.2d 1158 (1998).

CITED /N Port v. Cowan, 426 Md. 435. 44 A.3d 970 (2012).

Annotated Code of Maryland
Copyright 2020 by i,,tatlhew Bender and Company, lnc . a member of the LexisNexis Group All righls reserved

Neil Murphy



James R. Gu1, President

Eric Coll in. Commissioner
Michael L. Heu'ift- Cornmissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. C)'Connor. Conrmissioner

St. M \Rr 's Cor \r')' (;o\ ER\llt]\'r

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Septenrber 29,2020

'[he Honorable Matthe*' Morgan
Maryland I{ouse of Delegates
310 llouse Otlice Building
6 Bladen Street

Annapolis. N4D 21401

Re: St. Mary's Counl)'- to request lo repeal Sl38-l.F of Artic'le l9 o/ the Public l-ocal Lav's ol
St. ltlorl's ('ounl) - to rl'peal the temrination date fbr the 'lransfer 'l ax

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Commissioners ol'St. Mary's Countl'support the request to repeal the terminalion date

for the Real Property Transfer Tax localed in $ I 3 8- l . F of Article l9 of the Public l.otctl Lats ol
.St. i/ary ls ('ount) as requested by .leannett Cudnrore. Chief Financial Olficer.

We appreciate the introduction ofthis legislation and believe this legislation u'ill benetlt the

cirizens of St. Mary.'s County. We look forward to working with you on this and other initiativcs
lhroughout the session.

Sincerely.
('o lSSlOrr"ERS OF S1 . MAR\"S (lot.:Nl Y

/ ev/
Randy Guy. President

r. \\1( \il .l
I ( ,,: .,,ri ll)lrl Lll

Cc: Senator.lack Bailel'
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosbir
Comtnissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioncr Michael Heuitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, Counly Administrator
David Weiskopf. CountY AttorneY

p.o. uox 653 . cllEs{PEAKE BLrll.DIN(i ' 4 I 770 BALDRIfi;I: sl .. LI:oNARU lowN, MD 20650

pHoN!_ 301 .475.4200 r lj 50 . [,1X 30 | .475.{9j5 . w\a \r.stmarr smd.conr . csMc@STIUAR'I SLll),cov



S.I.. MARY,S CoUNTY CovERNMET.T

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

(or \
+- .',, James R. Guy, President

Eric Colr in, Conrmissiorrer
Michael L. Hewitt, Cornmissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

HB - St. Mary's County
Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax sunset/

termination date

SUPPORT

,202t

Delegale , Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Roorr l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County - Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax
sunset/ termination date

Hearing on _, 2021

Dear Chainr.ran

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County
Repeal ofReal Property Transfer Tax sunset/ termination date which is being heard in the

Committee on ,2021

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael HewiIt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, Counry Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 41770 BALDRIDGE sr-, LEoNARDTowN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 r *.urv.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@srMARYsMD.coM



+{' James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

ST. N{ARY's CoUNTY Go\'ER\}TENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

ffi

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County
Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax sunset/

termination date
SUPPORT

,2021

Scniltor Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County - Repeal of Real Property Transfer Tax sunset/
termination date

Hearing on _,2021
Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: _- St. Mary's County -
Repeal ofReal Property Transfer Tax sunset/ termination date which is being heard in the

Committee on .2021.

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailcy
Delegate Manhew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, Counfy Administrator
David Weiskop{ County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 BALDRIDCE sT., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 101.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . w\!'w.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@STMARYsMD.coM

( rrr \,1





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JotNT MEETING
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGISLATTVE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy

OCTOBER 6.2020 Ar 6:00 P.\r.
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

ColtIttssto\uR pRustDE\T R.\\DY Gt'\'

'l1770 B,u.DR[x;r] STREr-T, r-Eo\,\RDTo$'r-. ]rD 20650

TELEPHoNE:
EMAIL:

-301-475-4200
R-\ND\.(;t \'(a STtt.\RYSlID.COlt

SUBJECT MATTER: TO REQUEST THE AUTHORITY TO INCREASE THE CAP ON THE sT. NTARY'S CoUNTY
PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS TAX FROII 5o/o rO 7o

LE(;rsLATrvE REFERE\('E (rF KNo\r'N): Annotated Code of Maryland,
Local Govemment Article 620-405

FrscAL lNtPAcr: YEs X No AuouNT:

REQUEST:
To request the authority to increase the cap on the St. Mary's County Public Accommodations Tax from
five (5) Percent to Seven (7) Percent by amending the Local Govemment Article, 620-405

$ 20-405. Tax rates

(a) In general. -- Subject to this section, the hotel rental tax rate is the rate that the county sets by
resolution.
(b) Limitations. - The hotel rental tax rate may not exceed:
(l) except as otherwise provided in this section, 37o in a code county;
(2\ 3% in Cecil County;
(3) 4% in Talbot County;
(4) 5% in Calve( County, Carroll County, Charles County, Dorchester County, Frederick County, SG
le+ry++eu+ry, and Somerset County;
(5) 6% in Wicomico County; and
(6) 8% in Garrett County.
(7) 7% rN ST. MARY'S COUNTY.
(c) Code counties. - With the unanimous consent of the county commissioners:
(1) a code county other than a Westem Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 57o;

and
(2) a Westem Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 87o.
(d) Washington County. -- The hotel rental tax rate in Washington County is 6%.

August 26 Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.
October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participatc.

REQUESToR:

ADDRESS:



SUBNTIT BY AUGUST 26.2020 To:

CoNrMrssroNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy
4I770 BAI,DRTT,CE STREET

P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDTowN MAR}'LAND 20650
csmc(ltstmarysmd.com

MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY's CoUNTY
310 HoUsE OFFICE BUILDING
6 BLADEN STREET
As-n-APoLlS, MD 21401
malt.morgan(,r, house. state.!!d.U!

AND



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. 6 20-405

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION tV. LOCAL FINANCE >

TITLE 20, TAXES AND DEVELOPMENT IMPACT FEES > SUBTITLE 4. HOTEL RENTAL TAXES >

PART I. COUNTY HOTEL RENTAL TAXES

S 20-405. Tax rates

(a) ln general. -Subject to this section, the hotel rental tax rate is the rate that the county sets by resolution.

(b) Limitations. -The hotel rental tax rate may not exceed:

(1)except as otherwise provided in this section, 3olo in a code countyi

(2)3% in Cecil Countyi

(3)40lo in Talbot County:

(4)50/o in Calvert County, Carroll County, Charles County, Dorchester County, Frederick County, St.
firary's County, and Somerset County:

(5)6% in Wicomico County. and

(5)80/0 in Garrett County.

(c) Code counties. -With the unanimous consent of the county commissioners:

(1)a code county other than a Western Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 5%;
and

(2)a Western Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to 8o/0.

(d) Washington County. -The hotel rental tax rate in Washington County is 6010.

History

An. Code 1957, art.24, S 9-3M; 2413. ch. 119.5 2:2019. chs. 593,594

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 24, S 9-304.

ln subsection (a) of this section. the reference to "this section" is substituted for the former reference to "the
limitations in subsections (b) and (c) of this section" for accuracy.

ANGELA BLONDINO



9t2312020 CHAPTER 37: FINANCE AND TAXATION xx

Carrett County, MD Code ol Ordinances

HOTEL RENTAL TAX

s 37.070 TAX TNIPOSED.

The Board ofCounty Commissioners of Garrett County. Maryland. under and by virtue ofthe porver
granted to the Board under the provisions ofthe State Act. Md. Code, 20-405 et seq., does hereby impose a

hotel rental tax rate effective January I . 2020 of 8o/o in Garrett County.

( 1986 Code. S 263- l3) (Ord. -, passed l-19-1988: Am. Res. 2012-7, passed 5- l 5-2012; Am. Res.20l9-5.
passed 7-8-201 9)

$ 37.071 DISTRIBUTION OF USE OF TAX.

Distribution of tax collected pursuant to $ 37.070 shall be made in accordance with the provisions of
Maryland law (State Act. Md. Code. $ 20-41 5 el .saq.

(1986 Code. $ 263-14) (Ord. -. passed l-19-1988: Am. Res. 2019-5, passed 7-8-2019)

s 37.072 USE OF TAX.

The net proceeds received by the county from the hotel rental tax be and are designated for the promotion
of tourism and economic development within the county.

( I 986 Code, $ 263- l4) (Ord. -, passed I - l9- l 988)

I37.073 (RESERVED)

$37.074 EFFECTMDATE.

The hotel rental tax rate of57o shall be effective 7-l-2005

( I 986 Code. $ 263- l6) (Ord. -. passed I - I 9- 1988)

library.amlegal.com/alpscnpts/get-contenl.aspt 1t1

, Pdnt



LAWRENCE J. HOGAN. JIl.. Governor ch. 59.1

Chapter 594

(Senate Bill 216)

AN ACT concerning

Garrett County - Hotel Rental Tax - Rate and Distribution ofRevenue

FOR the purpose ofincreasing the maximum hotel rental tax rate that Garrett County may
impose; altering the distribution of hotel rental tax revenue in Garrett County; and
generaliy relating to the hotel rental tax in Garrett County.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article - Local Government
Section 20-405 and 20-415
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2013 Volume and 2018 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Marvland read as follows:

Article - Local Government

20-405.

(a) Subject to this section, the hotel rental tax rate is the rate that the county sets
by resolution.

(b) The hotel rental tax rate may not exceed:

(1) except as otherwise provided in this section, 3% in a code county;

(2) 3% in Cecil County;

(3) 4% in Talbot County;

(4) 5% in Calvert County, Carroll County, Charles County, Dorchester
County, Frederick County, St- Mary's County, and Somerset County; [and]

(5) 6% in [Garrett County and] Wicomico County; AND

(6) 8% INGARRETT COUNTY.

With the unanimous consent of the county commissioners:

(1) a code county other than a Western Maryland code county may set a

-1-

(c)



ch. 594 2019 LAWS OF NL{RYLAND

hotel rental tax rate up to 5%; and

(2) a Westcrn Maryland code county may set a hotel rental tax rate up to
8%.

(d) The hotel rental tax rate in Washington County is 6%.

20*475

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this part, a code county, Calvert County, Cecil
County, Garrett County, or St. Mar5.'s County shall distrrbute the hotel rental tax revenue
as follows:

(1) a reasonable sum for hotel rental tax administrative costs to the general
fund of the county;

(2) after the distribution in item (1) of this subsection, the revenue
attributable to a hotel located in a municipality to the municipality; and

(b) Cecil County may not deduct more than 5% ofthe revenue for administrative
costs under subsection (a)(1) of this section.

[(c) Garrett County shall designate a part of the ba]ance under subsection (a)(3)

of this section for the promotion of the county.]

(C) (1) FROM THE PART OF THE BAT,ANCE UNDER SUBSECTION (AX3) OF

THIS SECTION THAT IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO A TAX RATE OF 6% OR LESS, GARRETT
COUNTY SHALL DESIGNATE A PORTION F.OR THE PROMOTION OF THE COUNTY.

(2) IF GARRETT COUNTY IMPOSES A TAX RATE GREATER THAN 6%,
THE PART OF THE BALANCE UNDER SUBSECTION (AX3) OF THIS SECTION THAT IS

ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE RATE GREATER THAN 6% SHALL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE
GENERAL FUND OF THE COUNTY.

(d) If a Western Maryland code county imposes a tax rate greater than 5%, the
revenue attributable to the rate greater than 5%u and attributable to a hotel located in a
municipality shall be distributed to the general fund of the county.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect July
1,2019.

(3) the remaining balance to the general fund ofthe county.

Enacted under Article II, S 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 25,2019.
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COMVIISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Cuy, Presidenr

Eric Coh in. Commissioner
Michael L. Hewilt. ('ommissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. ()'( onnor. ('omnrissioner

September 29.2020

l'he Honorahle Mattherv Morgan
Maryland Housc of Delegates
i l0 House Office Building
6 IJIaden Street
Annapolis. I\,ID 21401

Re: St. Mary's Countl'- To request to anlcnd ti20-405 ol'the Locul Governntenl Arlicle to
request authority to increase the cap on the 51. Mar1''s County Public Accommodations Tax
f'rom fir'e (5 ) percent to seven (7) percent.

Dear Chairman Nlorgan

The Commissioners of St. Mary"s County support the request to amend 620-405 of the Loc'ttl

Govrnment /lrticle of the Annotatcd Code of !\4arllanLl to request authoritl' to increase the cap

on the St. Mary's Countl'Public Accomrnodations Tax f'rorn five (5) percent to seven (7) percenl

as requested by Commissioner President Randl' Gu1'.

We appreciate the introduction ol'this legislation and believe this legislation u'ill benefit the

citizens of St. Mary's Count). We look lbrward to working with you on this and other initiatir es

throughout the session.

Sincerell.
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COI-INTY/e/
an)cs Rand1, (iu1. I)rcsident

(lSM('lAB,sf
I iconsenu2o20.'ll5

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. Countv Attome)'

p.o. Box 653 . CI{ESAPEAKL t ull.DlNG ' 41770 BALDRITxiE sr., l-Eof'lARDTo$N. MD 20650
pHo\E l0l .4?5.4200 ' I150 . FAx 301 .475.4935 ' www.stmarvsmd.com ' CSMC@STMARYSMD ( oM



ST. MAR\''s CoUNTY GovERNNTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

HB - St. Mary's County
Increase Cap on Accommodations Tax

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate Clhair
Committee

House Office Buitding, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - St. Mary's County - Increase Cap on Accommodations Tax
Hearing on 702t

Dcar ( hairnran

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County

- Increase Cap on the Accommodations Tax which is being heard in the

Committee on , 2021.

We request a favorable report on House Bil[ We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this rnatter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Dclegate Matthew Morgan
Delcgate Gerald Clark
Dclegate Brian Crosby
Comrnissioner Eric Colvin
Comnrissionet Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attorney

P,o, Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC . 4I770 BALDRIDCE ST.. LEONARDTOWN. MD 20650
pHoN8.101.475.4200 * 1350 . FAX301..175..19J5 r *irri.stnrarvsrn . CSMC@STMARYSMD.COM



ST. M.{RY's CoUNTY GovERNNIENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

-\ .tr l,

- ii.' t

I r;.ti

James R. Guy. President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Micluel L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County
Increase Cap on Accommodations Tax

SUPPORT

)o) I

Senator Chair
Conlnittee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I l Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: Bill #: - St. Mary's County Increase Cap on Accommodations Tax
Hearing on _, 2021

Dear Chairrran

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: _- St. Mary's County
Increase the Cap on the Accommodations Tax which is being heard in the

Comrnittee on 202 r

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDING ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . u'u,w.stmary$sd.cals . CSMC@srMARysMD.coM

Cc:





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNT}'
2O2I I,EGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoINT MEETING

ST. MARy's CoL'Itry LEGISLATTVE DELEGATIoN- .{ND CoMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MAR}''S CoUNTY
oCToBER 6.2020 ,rr 6:00 P.\t.

41770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 l,egislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.

Septernber 22 - Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular lneeting at 9:00 a.m

october 6 - Joint Public Mecting with commissioners and sr. Mary's coun(y Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQT.ESTOR: COTINIISSIONER ERIC ('OLYIN

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRTDGE SrREEr, P.O. Box 653,LEoNARDrow\, I\ID 20650

.I.ELT,PIIo\E: 301-475-4200

E}rAtL: E RIC.COLvI N @'strt.rnysnto.cott

SUBJECT MATTER: TO REPEAL THE ST. MARY'S COUTY OPEN NIEETINGS ACT AND TO
REQUIRE ST. I\IARY'S COUNTY TO FOLLOW THE MARYI,AND STATE

OPEN MEETINGS ACT

LEG|SLATIVE REFERENCE: Maryland Annotated Code:

Local Govemment Article $$ 9-501 through 9-516 St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act

FISCAL INIPAC'T: YES t\..o x ANIOUNT: N/A

REeUEST: To repeal the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act and require that St. Mary's County follow the

Maryland Open Meetings Act instead.

BACKGROUND: The St. Mary's county open Meetings Act was enacted in 1976. The following year,

the Maryland State Open Meetings Act was enacted, and ALL counties in the State of Maryland follow

the Maryland Open lr.,ieetings Act, inctuding St. Mary's County. Consequently, St. Mary's County is the

ONLY county tirat has BOTH its own open meetings act and also follows the Maryland Open Meetings

Act. Follorving two open meetings acts creates enorrnous confusion and regularly requires legal opinions,

guidance, and i-nterpreiations beciuse, white the two acts share a number of similarities, at times they vary

iignificantly. Because the two acts are different, we do not have clear cut answers and oflen must seek

opinions of the Attomey General and/or look to rulings, interpretations, etc'

Trainins - At least one member of every public body in Maryland is required to take training on

th" uurylund open Meetings Act. However, there is no training module for the St. Mary's county open

Meetings Act. Therefore, everyone in St. Mary's County must take training on the Maryland Open



Meetings Act, which is confusing because the lwo acts are different, and we normally follow the St
Mary's County Act as it is more stringent.

Manual - There is 76-page Manual and a 7-page Frequently Asked Questions reference guide for
the Maryland Open Meetings act while there is no manual for the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act.
St. Mary's County must look to the Maryland Open Meetings Act Manual for interpretation for both acts.

Comp liance Board and Compliance Board Attomey The Maryland Open Meetings Act is subject

to the review olthe State Open Meetings Law Compliance Board and has access to the Colnpliance Board

Attomey who helps interpret the Maryland Act and provides guidance on its application and

interpretation. The Cornpliance Board Attomey does not advise on the St. Mary's County Open Meetings

Act for application or interpretation.

Exceptions - The St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act enumerates ten ( l0) instances (this

number will increase to thi(een ( l3) after Oct. l, 2020) during which a public agency may meet in closed

session, as opposed to fifteen ( I 5) under the Maryland open Meetings Act. Compare Local Gov',t

$ 9-512(a), h.ith Gen. Prov. $ 3-305. Two examples of closed session exceptions that Maryland provides

would be: l. to consider a proposal for business to locate, expand or remain in State and 2. the marketing

of public securities.

A chart outlining the specifics of the State Open Meetings Act exceptions compared to the St.

Mary's County Open Meetings Act exceptions is attached.

Subcommittees - Subcommittees must comply with the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act,

whereas subcommittees are exempt under the Maryland Open Meetings Act. $ 9 50 I (c)(2). In St.

Mary's County our board and commission subcommittees only gather information and report back to the

main body. Subcommittees do not make decisions but are required to give notice of meetings. post

agendas, and use our meeting rooms.

Functions - The Marytand Open Meetings Act applies to advisory, legislative and quasiJegislative

functions and licensing, permitting and land use deliberations. The Act does not apply to judicial

functions (those performed by courts), quasi-judicial functions (a public body's determination of a case

that can be appealed to a court), and administrative functions.(performance of tasks such as the

application of iet policies to a set of facts). In contrast, the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act does

noi differentiate between types of functions. The St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act applies to
..public business," which includes all matters within the jurisdiction of and before a public agency for

oificial action or which reasonably or foreseeably may come before the agency in the future.

The example of agenda setting by a public agency is illustrative. Under the Maryland Open

Meetings Act, if a local board of education were to set its agenda, such a function would be deemed

adrninistrative and could occur in closed session. [n contrast, because the St. Mary's County Open

Meetings Act does not distinguish among types of functions, a 2010 Attorney General opinion from the'

the St. Mary's Open Meetings Act requires the St. Mary's Board of Education and other public bodies to

meet in open session ibr this same purpose. 95 Op. Att'y 152 (2010)'

Updates - While the Maryland Open Meetings Act and Manual have been updated continuously

over the Frs to include {igital recordings, computer website notices, etc., the St. Mary's County Open

Meetings Act has not been uPdated.



However, for the first time in many years, the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act was
amended in 2020 to add exceptions for closed sessions (legal advice, cybersecurity, the investment of
public funds) to add the St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commission (MetCom), the Board of Library
Trustees for the St. Mary's County Library (Board of Trustees), and tl.re Housing Authority of St. Mary's
County (Housing Authority) as public agencies required to lollorv the St. Mary's County Open Meetings
Act and to encourage the use of technology.

Public Agencies - MetCom , the Board of Trustees and the Housing Authority would follow the
State Open Meetings Aot if the St. Mary's County Act is repealed

By repealing the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act, we are not removing transparency. We
are merely simplifl,ing govemment.

SuBNrn' BY AUGUST 26.202(l ro:

CoMNflsstoNERs oF ST. M..\Ry's Cour"TY
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET

P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLA^.D 20650
csmc@,stmarysmd.cem

NIATT MORG."\T..^, DE LEGATE

DrsrRrcr 29A, ST. MARY's CoUNTY
3IO HoUsE OFFICE BUILDING
6 BL-{DEN STREET
ANNAPOLIS, MD 2I40I
lra state.md.us

AND
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ST. MAR\ 's Cou)irY GovERNuE\T J.- '{ ',,
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY ATTORNEY ,i, l.i-rftlr-]I r!
David A. Weiskopf, County Attorney i ' $ffi.r.':,
Ncil A. Murph.v. l)cputt Cotnt.t ,'luorn(.t ;,;;

Commissioners of St. Mary's County
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colr in, Commrssioner
Michael L. Hewrtt. Commissioner

I'odd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

Commissioners of St. Mary's County
David A. Weiskopf, Deputy County Attomey
September 29, 2020
Maryland and St. Mary's County Open Meetings Acts Advantages and

DisadvantaAes

The following charts outline the advantages and disadvantages ofrequiring adherence to only the
Maryland Open Meetings Act and both the Maryland Open Meetings Act and St. Mary's County
Open Meetings Act.

Onlv The N{arvland Open Nlccllngv\et

Advantages Disadvantages
Statewide compliance

o Allows the County to confer
with the Attomey Genera['s
Offlce and with other
jurisdictions ifthey have had
similar questions.

Required adherence to the Act rs

determined by function, i.e.,
administrative. advisory, judicial,
legislative, or quasi-legislative, which
oould cause initial confusion upon a
switch. Md. Code Ann., General
Provisions ("GP') $$ 3-101,
3- 103(aX I ).

Simplicity in only following one larv Does not apply to subcommittees

At times more stringent
o MD OMA requires agendas for

all meetings. GP $ 3-302.1 . In
contrast, the SMC OMA only
requires agendas for special or
rescheduled meetings. Md.
Code Ann., Local Gov't
("LG") $ 9-s0s(c).

76-page rnanual from the Attomey
General

Allows certain "administrative
functions," like agenda setting, to be
conducted in closed session. 95 Op.
Att', Gcn. 152 2010

}IENIORANDUNI

I

Updated more fiequently I



Training is available and, in fact,
required for at least one member of
every public body.

Use of the Open Meetings Act
Compliance Board and Attomey
General opinion databases

Both Nlarvland Open Meetinss Act and St. I\larr's Coun$ Ooen Nleetinss Act

Advantages Disadvantagc!

At times, the SMC OMA is more
stringent

o SMC OMA applies to
subcommittees. LG
$ 9-501(c)(2). The MD oMA
does not.

o SMC OMA requires notice of
agency meetings either at the

beginning of the calendar or
fiscal year or when the agencY

begins to function. LG

s 9-s0s(b). MD oMA
requires "reasonable notice."
GP 3-302 a

Definition of"public agency" in the
SMC OMA has caused confusion as to
applicability of the SMC OMA for
some boards and commissions, as

"public agency" requires the board or
commission to be "supported in whole
or in part by public funds or
authorized to expend public funds."
LG $ 9-s0l(cXlXi).

No manual
a No training on only the St. Mary's

Count en Meetin Act
U ated infr uent I

No ability to confer with other
j urisdictions about SMC OMA

uestlons

Adherence to multiple, sometimes

confl icting laws. creates confi:sion
amo encles.

After boards and commissions train in
the MD OMA, we have to have a

separate training to advise them of
what does not a I

I

I

I

I

I

I



ST. }IAR\-S ('OL'\ \'oPE\ }TEETI\(;S AC"[

$9-501 through $9-516 of thc l.ocal Governmcrrl Articlc ol the ,4nnotatel Cole d Mur)'luntl

$9-501, Definitions.
(a) In this subtitlc the tblkrrving u'ords havc the meanings indicatcd.
(b) "Ofllcial action" tneans a phasc of thc procoss in which a public agency in St. Mary's
County makes a decision or recommendation. including receipt ol inlorrrtation and

delibcratiotr.
(c) (l) "Public agency" means:

(i) a govemrnental unit of St. Mary's County. including an advisory or quasi-
judicial agency. that is:

1. supported in any part by public moneyi or
2. authorized to spend public rnoney: and

(ii) the St. Mary's County Board of Educatior-r.
(III) the St. Mary's County Board of Library Trusteesl (**effective l0/U20)
(I\) the St. Mary's County Metropolitan Commissionl (**effective Oct. l' 2020)

(9 the St. Mary's county Housing Authority. (**effective Oct. 1,2020)
(2) "Public agency" inclucles a subcornrnittee or other subortlinatc unit of a

govemmental unit listed in par-agraph ( I ) olthis subsectiotl.
(3) "Public agency" does uot include:

(i) a grand jurY:

1ii.1 a petit iury :

(iii) a lar.v enfbrcement agency: or
(ir) the judicial branch.

(d) "Public agcncy lnecting" nreans the convening ofa quorum of tlre constituent rnelnbership

of a public agency to deliberate or act on a mattor under thr: suporvision, coritrol. jurisdiction,

or advisory pou'or of the public agency.
(e) .'eutir-um". unless otherrvise dcfined hy applicable larv. mcans a simplc majority of thc

constituelit rnemhership of a public agency.
(f) .,StatT lneeting" fireans a ntecting of three ol' rnore staff metnbers of one or tnorc public

agencies.

$9-502. Public Policl'.
It is the policy of St. Mary's Cotrrrty that:
(I ) public ofticials shall cngage in ofllcial action in an open and public malrner so that voters

are adviscd of the pcrlbnnanco of public ofticials and of decisions Inade in fonling public

policy;
(2) puhlic agencies exist to aid in conducting the people's business;

(3) ihe people of the county. in dclegating authority. do not yield tlicir strvereignty or

givc. pubiic agencies the right to dccide rvhat is good lor the people to know and what

is not good filr thern to knolv: and
(4) thc nght of thc people to remain infbnncd is protected so that they may retairt

ctttttrol over the instrumcnts they create.

$9-503, Conflict rryith another statutc, ordinancc, regulation, or rule'
This subtitle prcvails if it conflicts r.vith another statute, ordinanoe, regulation, or rule. unless

the other statute, ordinance. regulation' or rulc is Inore striugent.

$9-504. Open l\teetings of puttlic agenc-v.

(a) Except as providecl in 5s 9 512 of this subtitle, a publio agency ureetiug at which official

action is taken shall be open to the public.



(b) A tinal decision whether kr purchasc or dispose of real properly shall be at a public
agency nrecting open to thc public.

$9-505. n*otice.
(a) This section does not apply to a staffrneeting.
(b) A public agoncy shall provide rvritton public noticc of the schedule ol its regular public
agency meetings. including their datcs. times. and placcs:

( I ) at the beginning of cach calcrtdar or fiscal ycar; or
(2) at thc time the publrc agcncy begins to tunction.

(c) (l) Except as proviclcd in rs tl 560 or N 9-507 of this subtitle, a public agcncy shall
providc supplerncntal rvritten public notice of any special or rescheduled public agency

lnccting at least 48 hours betbre thc treetiug-
(2) The notice shall includc the agenda, date, tirnc, and placc ol the public agency

meeting.
(d) A public agcncy shall provide written public noticc by:

(1) posting a copy of the notice promincntly at the principal olflce of thc public

agellcy or at the building in which the public agctrcy mecting is to be heldl and

(2) sending a copy ol'the noticc to any persoll rvho requests t() be notificd of the

puhlic agcncy rnectings.
(e) A public agcncy shall gtvc noticc of intent to purchase or dispose of real property at least

15 days betbre a \'oting session on the action.

$9-506. Reconvened putrlic agencl mcetings.
A public agcncy meeting may hc adjourncd antl reconvoued at another time without atlditional

public noticc it-:

(l) notice ol the tirne and place ol tho rectxrvsned tr.reeting is pnl'idcd befbre

adjottmntent;
(2) thc agentla tbr the rcconvenccl rneeting is published in advance: ancl

(3) the agenda lor thc ttriginal meeting is available to obsen,ers at the beginning of
tltc origirral Inceting.

$9-507. Emergencl' public agencl' mcetings.
(a) This section docs not apply to a staff rr.reeting.

(b) A puhlic agoncy lray schetlule an emergenc)' public agcncy nteeting to discuss untbrcseen

crncrgcncy conditions.
(c) A public agcncy shall make a reasonablc elfort to prol'ide noticc of the date. tirre. and

place ot'an omcrgency public agcncy meeting by telephonc lo the ncws rnedia imrnediately

alier participants havo been notified.

$9-508. i\teeting minutes.
(a) This section does l.Iot apply to:

(l) a statTnrceting; or
(2) a rvorking session ifa tinal decision is trot nrade.

(b) A public agorrcy shall takc antl, in a timely manncr, record tninutcs of cach public agency

mceting opell to the Public.
(c) Minutes of a public agency mceting are a public rocord opotr tbl inspcction and copying

by any person.

$9-509. Broadcasting and recording of nreeting'
(a) A public agency that conducts a meoting tl.rat is open to the public shall allow rccordcd or

live raclio and television broadcasting ancl the use oirecording devices'



$e-s r 0

(h) A public agency may adopt lulcs and rcgulations regarding the rccorcling and broadcasting
ol' public agency mcctings.

(c) Public agencies are encouragcd to usc neli technolog] rvhen available to aid in public
accessibilitl and transparencl'. (**effectivc l0lI120\

Staff meetings.
Except as provided in ts 9 5,, of this subtitlc, a staff meeting shall be opcn to the public.

$9-51 l Nlceting location.
A public agency rnccting that is rcquilod tr be open to thc pr.rblic undcr this suhtitle shall bc

conductctl in a location rvith reasonablc tacilitiss for public ohseri. ation.

$9-512. Closed Sessions.
(a) A puhlic agency meeting or a stafl.rneeting rnal'be conducted itr a closecl sessiou onlv:

(1) to considel or discuss thc assignrncnt. prornotion. resigtration. salary, dcttrotion.

disrriissal. rcprintantl. or appointlrcnt ol'a urcrnher ot'a public ogcncy ()r enrplol'ce.

unlcss thc intliridual. as a lnattcr of'public recorcl. makos a rvrittsu recluest fbr au open

scssion I

(2) to discuss strategf in collcctir c bargaining ol litigation:
(3) to cngage in collcctivc bargalning:
(4) to discuss thc distribution ofpolice forccs to cope *itli public safctl'clncrgctrcics;
(5) to discuss c()st estilnatcs tirr capital projccts t() bc subscquently' placotl tltrough the

biddrng process:
(61 to hold prclirnrnarl, discussions concerning the purchasc or tlispt'rsitioti ttf rcal

propertyt
(7) uhen State lau or tetleral rcgulation prohibits a mccting opcn to thc publicl
(E) to mect a corrtlition tirr anonynritl'ola tlonor containetl in a gi I't or bcqucst to the

[rtrh lie agertey:
(9) shcn sccrecy'is necessiu] to prc\cnt the llrolnaturc disclosurc of the tirnnat or

content of cxarrinations or thc disclosure of rcsults ol cxantinatiotts as rclated to

individual studelltsi ()r

( l0) ilthe meeting is conductctl hy tlie ('ounty Board of Etlucalion ot its staf'1'to:

(i) consider the disciplinc ol a studcnt, unlcss the parcnt, guardian, or student

rsquests att open sessiot.t of thc Countl Board of Educationl or

(ii) discuss specilic studcnts. tamilics. or personncl and the disclosttrc of the

discussions coulcl provo detdmental or harmtul to those indir itluals.
(Il) to consider the investment of public funds; (**effective l0/1/20)
(12) to consult with counsel to obtain legal advicel or (**effective 10/l/20)
(13) to discuss cybersecurity, if the putrlic body determines that public discussion would
constitute a risk to: (**effective 10/l/20)

(I) security assessments or deployments relating to information resources

technologY;
(If) network security information, including information that is:

l. Related to passwords, personal identilication numbers, access codes,

encryption, or other components of the security system of a governmental

entity;
2. Collected, assembled, or maintained by or for a governmental entity to
prevent, detect, or investigate criminal activity; or
3. Relrted to an assessment, made by or for a governmental entity or
maintained by a governmental entity, of the vulnerability of a network to
criminal activity; or



(b) (l)
public.

(III) deployments or implementation of security personnel, critical infrastructure,
or security devices.

A elosccl session.'\hall lrd urnouncetl in arlrancc at a mcetins tlral is ol)cn t() tlre

(2) An announcernent of a closcd session shall irrclude thc nature of thc businsss of
the closed sossion.
(3) The closecl session shall bc lirniteil to thr: mattcrs described in subscction (a) of
this section.

(c) The lnillutes of'the next ()pen session shall include the justiflcation fbr holding the closed

scssion. the narncs ofthoss in attendance. atrcl thc tiurcs the nteeting lrcgirls and ends.

(d) An ordinance, resolution. rule. regulation. or decisiotr lnay not bc tinally adopted at a

closed scssiotr.

$9-513. Rules and Regulations.
A public agol.lcy may atlopt rules and regulatior.rs to rnaintain ordcr at its public agency

rnectings.

$9*514. Judicial Revierv.
(a) (I) A pcrson tlenied a light conf'crred by this subtitle rnay file a complaint tbr

mandamrts, injturction. or ttthor appropriate remedy in circuit cou(.
(2) A plaintitTneed not allege or prove an irreparable injury or un injury ditTerent fiorn

thc public at large.
(b) A cornplairlt under this scction shall be filed rvithin I year afier the datc of the allegod

r iolation.
(c) The courl shall conduct a hcaring within 7 days atier a cornplaint is tiled-

(d) A violation of this subtitle is decrned an injury to the public at large.

(s) ( I ) Thc courl shall issue an order that:
(i) grants or denies alI or parl ofthc reliclsoughtl
(ii) au'ards appropriate attomey's f'ees or costsl and

(iii) dctermines the eftbct of the action allegcd to be in violation of this

subtitlc.
(2) Thc court may void an actior.r taken at a public agency tnecting in violation of this

subtitle.

$9-515. PenalQ.
(a) (l) A person who knorvingly violates this subtitle more than hvice is guilty ofa

tttisdcmeatltlr.
(2) A pcrson who u,illfirlly violatcs this subtitlc is guilty of a tnisdemcanor atrd on

conyiction is subject to imprisonment not exceeding I ycar or a fine llot oxceeding

S I .000 or both.
(b) Ifa civil order finding the det'endant in violation olthis subtitlc is not enteretl at least ollce

betbre thc occumence olan allegcd rnisderrcanor, a violation of this subtitlc is presumed not to

be rvillt'ul.

$9-516. Short Title.
This subtitle rnay be cited as tlre St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act'
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$ 3-l0l. Delinitions.

(a\ ln general In this titlc the following words have the mcanings indicated.
(b) A d m i n is t rative .fir ncl i o n.

( I ) "Administrative hrnction" means the adt-ttinr stration of:
(i)a law of thc State:
(ii) a law ofa political subdivision of the State; or
(iii) a rulc, regulation, or bylaw of a public body.

(2) "Adnrinistrative function" docs trot inchldc:

1i) an adr isory luncliotr:
(ii) a judicial function;

iirit a Icgislative lunction:
(iv) a quasi-judicial function: or
(v) a quasi-lcgislativc ftnction.

\c) "Advisor.r function. Advisory lunction" nrcalls thc study of a nrattcr of public

conccrn, or thc makirrg of rccomrnendations on the lnatter, under a dclegation of
rcsponsibility by:
( l) law;
(2) the Governor or an oflcial who is subject to the policy direction of the Govcrnor';

(3) the chief cxecuive olllccr of a political subdivision of the State or an official *'ho

is subject to the policy dircction of the chief cxectrtivc ofilcer: or
(4) fbrmal action by or lor a public body that exerciscs an administrative function.

judicial function, legislative fnnction. quasi-judiciaI tirnction. or quasi-legislative

function.

\d) Boartl - "Boar<i" mcans the Statc Open Mcctings Law Compliance Board'

(d-l) c/ass r.tn lhe open nrcclirtgs /au.--. "class on the opcn rnectings law" means:

(l) an onlinc class on the requirements olthe opcn rneetings law offbred by the Officc

of thc Attomcy Gencral and thc Univcrsity of Maryland's lnstitute for

Govcmmental Scrvice and Rcsearchl
(2) a ctass on thc requirements of the opcn meetings law off'ercd by the Marylancl

Association of Countics or thc Maryland Municipal League through the Academy

lor Excellencc in Local Covernance: or
(3) a class on thc requircrrents of the opcn ureetings larv offcred by the Maryland

Association ol Boarcls ol Education through the Boardsmanship Acaderny

Program.
(e) Judic' ia I limction.

( I ) ".ludicial function" means thc excrciseof any power of the Judicial Branch olthe
State government.

(2) "Judicial function" includcs the cxercisc ofl
(i) a power tbr which Articlc IV, $ I of the Maryland Constitution provides;

( ii) a function ol a grand jurYl
(iii) a lunclion ot'a p,-'tit.iury:



(iv) a lunction of the Commission on Judicial Disabilities: and
(v) a lunction of a judicial nominating cotrtmission.

(3) "Judicial function" does not include thc exercise olrulemaking powcl by a cottft.
(I) Legislative.f nction. - "Legislative function" uteatrs the process oractof:

(t) approvirrg. disapproving, euacting, amending, or rcpealing a law or other measure

to sct public policy:
(2) approvirrg or disapproving an appointment;
(3) proposing or ratifying a constitution or constitutional amendureutl or
(4) proposing or ratifying a charter or charter atlendment.

(g) Meet. "Meet" means to convenc a quorum of a public body to consider or transact

public business.
(h) Public bodt'.

( l ) "Public body" meatrs an entity tlrat:
(i) consists of at least two individuals; and

(ii ) is crcated by:
1. thc Maryland Constitution;
2. a State statute:
3. a countY or rnuniciPal charter;

4. a memorandurn of understanding or a nlaster agreenlcnt to which a majority

of the county boards of education and thc state Depafinlent of Education

are signatories;
5. an ordinancc;
6. a rule, resolution, or bYlaw;
7. an executive order ofthc Govcmorl or

8. an executive order of the chiel executive authority of a political subdivision

ol thc State
(2) "Public body" includcs:

(i) any rnultimcfirber boartl. commission, or committee appointed by the covemor

or the chief cxccutive authority of a political slrbdivisio[r of the State, ot

appointed by an ofticial u,ho is subjcct to the policy direction of the covemor

oi chiel executive authority of the political subdivision. if the cntity includes in

its rnernbcrsllip at lcasr two individuals not cmployed by the State or thc

poliricaI subdivision:
(ii) any rnultimcmber board. commission. or comrnittce that:

l. is aPPointed bY:

A. an entity inthc Executive Branch of the State government' thc members

ofwhichareappointerlbytheGovernor,andthatother['isemectsthe
definition of a public body under this sttbsection; or

B. an ofllcial who is subject to the policy direction of an entity described in

itern A of this itern; and

2. inclucles in its mernbership at least two individuals who are nol mcmhers of
the appointing entity or ernployed by the State; and

(iii) The Maryland Schooi for the Blind.
(3) "Public body" does uot include:

(i) any singlc member cntitY:
(ii) any judicial nominating commission;
( iii) any grand jurYl



( iv) any petit jury;
(v) the Appalachian States Lou,Lcvel Radioactivc Waste Commission established

in 5\ 7-30, of the Environment Articlc;
(vi) except u'hen a court is excrcising rulcmaking power. any courl cstablishcd in

accordance with Article lV olthc Marvland Constitr-rtion;
(vii) the Covernor's cabinet, the Covcmor's Executivc Council as provided in Title

8, Subtitle I of thc State Govemment Article, or any cor-nmittce of thc
Executive Council;

(viii) a local govemnlcntrs courltcrpart to the Govemor's cabinet. Executive
Council, or any cornurittee of the counterpart of the E,xecutive Cor-rncil;

(ix) cxcept as providcd in paragraph ( I ) of this subsectiorr, a subcommittce of a
public body as defincd in paragraph (2Xi) of tltis subsection;

(x) the governing body of a hospital as defined in $ I 9-301 of thc Health-Gcneral
Articlc; and

(xi) a self'-insurance pool that is cstablishcd in accordancc with Title 19, Subtitle 6

olthe Insurancc Article or $ 9-404 of the Labor and Erlployrnent Article by:
I . a public entity, as dcfined in $ I 9-602 of the Insurance Article; or
2. a county or rnunicipal corporatiort, as dcscribed in $ 9-404 ofthe Labor ancl

Ernployrnent Article.
(i) Quasi-jutliciul.f nclion. - "Quasi-judicial function" means a dcterrnination of:

( 1) a contested case to which Title 10, Subtitle 2 of the State Govemment Articlc
applies;

(2) a procecding before an adrninistrative agcncy for u'hich Titlc 7, Chapter 200 ofthe
Malyland Rules would govern judicial rovicw; or

(3) a conrplaint by thc Board in accordance r,vith this title.

Q) Quasi-legislutit'e funttion. "Quasi-legislative firnction" rn!'ans thc process or act

of:
( l) adopting, disapproving, amcnding, or rcpealing a mle, rcgulation. or bylau'that

has the tbrce of lau'. including a rule of a courtl
(2) approving, disapproving, or amending a budget; or
(3) approving, disapproving. or amendiug a contract.

(k) Quorunr. "Quorum" means:
( l) a majority olthc members of a public bodyl or
(2) the numbcr of mcrnbcrs that the larv reqrtires.

$ 3-102. Legislativc policl'

(a) ln ganerul. It is essential to the maintcnance ola democratic socicty that. exccpt ln

special and appropt'iate c irc ulllstanccs:
( l) public busincss bc conducted opcnly ancl publicly; and
(2) thc public be allor.ved 1o obscrve:

(i)thc pcrforrnancc olpublic ofllcialsl and
(ii) thc deliberations and decisions that the nraking ol'public policy irrvolves.

(b),-lcc'otortobititt': luith in gorenmrc t; ellbctiveness ol public itrt'olvenrettt.
( l) The ability olthe public, its reprcsentatives. and the rnedia to attcnd. report on.

and broadcast mgetings ofpublic bodies and to witncss the phases ofthc



dcliberation, policy lbnnation. and decision making of putrlic bodies ensut'es the-

accounlability of gol'cmrnent to thc citizens olthc'State.
(2) The conduct ol-public br-rsiness in opcn mcctings increascs the laith of the public

in government and enhances the cfl'cctivcncss of the public in fulfilling its rolc in a

dcmocratic society.
(c) Puhlit polict. Except in special and appropriate circumstances il'hen mectin-qs of

pr"rblic bodics may be closed r.urdcr this title, it is the public policy of the State that the
public bc provided with adcquatc noticc of thc time and location of meetings of public
bodies,'*,hich shall be held in places rcasonably accessiblc to individuals rvho rvould
likc to attcrrd thcsc nrectings.

$ 3- I 03. Scope of title

(a) Not applicable . Except as provided in subse'ction (b) of this section and ,.,s 3-104 of
this subtitlc, this titlc docs not apply to:
( l ) a public body u hr'n it is carrying out:

(i) an adrninistrative flnctionl
( ii) a judicial furrction; or
(iii) a quasi-judicial f'unction: or

(2) a chancc encounter, a social gathering, ot-any other occasion that is not intendcd

to circutnvent this title.
(b1 Applit'able. This titlc applies to a public body whcn it is rneeting to cotrsider:

1l lgrantirtg a liccnsc or pcrrnit: or
(2) a special cxception, variancc, conditional usc. or zt-rtlitrg classification, thc

cnforcetncnt olany zoning law or rcgulation, or any other zoning mattcr.

$ 3-10'1. Ilinutcs for closcd scssion

If a public body recesses an opcll scssior] to carry out an administrativc lunction in a

meeting that is not open to thc public. the tlinutes lbr thc public body's next mceting

shall include:
( 1) a statement ofthc date. tirne, place. and pcrsons prescnt at thc administrative trnction

rnectingl and
(2) a phrase or sentcnce identifying the subjcct matter discussed at thc adrninistrativc

function meeting.

$ 3- I 05. ('onflict of lan s.

Whenevcr this titlc antl another larv that rclale s 1o mcctings ol public bodics conflict. this

title applics unlcss thc other larv is lllore slringcnt.

sI'B'ruTLt: 2. sl-.lTE OPE.\' rIEE7'1.\'GS a.{ ll'('-o,r',lPI'1.1.\('E Bo.tllD.

$ 3-201. Established.

Thelc is a State Opcn Meetirrgs Law Cornpliancc Board



$ .l-202. Ilembcrship

(a) Cornposition; ctppointment o.f nantbers
( I ) The Board consists of thrce t.uetnbers.
(2) At least one of the tucmbcrs shall be arl attomcy admitted to thc Marylarld Bar.

(3) The Govemor shall appoint the members rvith the advice and conserlt of the

Senate.
(b) choir. From anrong the mcrnbers ofthc Board. thc Governor shalI appoint a chair

(c) Tetrure. --
( I ) The tcrm of a membcr is -j years.

(2) Tlrc terms of nrcmbers are staggered as required by the tcmrs providcd for

rmembeLs ol the Board on October I . 20 14.

(3) At th(] end of a term, a r.ncmber colltinues to senr(] until a stlccessor is appointcd.

(4) A rncmber u,ho is appointcd afler a term has bcgun serves only fbr the rcst of thc

term and until a successor is appointcd.
(5) A rnember rtlay not servc fbr morc than two consecrttive 3-ycar tcnns'

$ 3-20-1. I)utics

S 3-203. Quorum; meetings; compensation; stalT

\a) ewtrunt. A major-ity of thc litll authorized rlcmbcrship ol'the Board is a quorum

lb)i,{eeting;t. - Thc iloarcl shall dcterrninc tlre tit.trcs and places ol ils mectings.

(c) Conrpensution: reimhtrrsetnenl ./br e.\penscs A nrcnlber of the Board:

1l) rnay trot rcceivc conrpensatiot.t as a ntenrber of the Boardl but

(2) is entitlcd to reinrburccrncnt fbr erpcnses uncler the Stanclard State Travel

Rcgulations, as providcd in thc Statc budget

(d) Sttll.I Th. Ott."of the Attorncy Ge,eral shatl provide stalf I'or the Board.

(a) Contpluints on t'iolulions; n'ritlctt oltirtiott - Thc Board shall:

(l) rcceivc, revier.v, and, subject to $ 3-207 of this subtitlc, t'csolve complaints fiom

any person alleging a violation ol this title; and

(2) issirc a written opinion as to whethcr a violation has occuned'

(b) Conrpluints on prospeL'livc t'iololiott.s. - The Board shall reccive and revicw any' ' 
.ornpluint alleging a prospective violatiotr of this titlc as provided under { 3-212 ct{

this subtitle.
(c) Contpliance: rccrtnnrcnclations. - Thc Board shall:

( I ) srudy ongoing cornpliance u'ith this title by public bodies; and

iZi r"uf.. ,".*orri"n,luiinns to thc Gcncral Assclrbly for itnprovcmcnts in,this title'

(d) Educuriorrul pr.ogrctnts ontl naterials. The Board, in conjunction with thc ot-fice ol'

theAttorneyGeneralalldothelinterestedor.ganizationsorpersons,shalldevclopand
conducleducationalprogramsanddislributeeducationalnraterialsonthc
rcquiretnents ofthe open mcetings law for thc staffs and attorneys of:

( l) public bodies:
(2) the Maryland MuniciPal League:
(3) the Maryland Associatiotr of (lounties; and



(4) the Maryland Association of Boards ol' Education.
(e) Annual report. -

( 1) On or belorc October 1 of each ycal'. the Board shall submit an annual repon to
the Governor and, subject to $ 2-1246 ofthe State Govemnrent Article, the
Gencral Assernbly.

(2) The report shall:
(i) describe the activities of the Board;
(ii) describe thc opinions of the Board;
(iii) state the number and nature of complaints filed with the Iloard and discuss

complaints that reasonable notice of a meeting was not given;
(iv) identify the provisions of this title that the Board has found a public body to

havc violated and the number of tirnes each provision has been violated;
(v) identily cach public body that thc Board has found to have violated a provision

of this title; and
(vi) recomrnend any irnproven-rents to this titlo.

S 3-205. Complaint

(a) In generul. - Any pcrson may file a written complaint with the Board seeking a

wlitten opinion fiom the Boarcl otr thc application of this title to thc action of a public
body covered by this title.

(b) Requirements. Thc con-rplaint shall:
( I ) identify thc public body that is the subject of thc conrplaint;
(2) describe the action of the public body, the date of the aotion, and the

circumstances of the action; and
(3) be signed by the complainant.

$ 3-206. Receipt of complaint: response

(.a) Ret:eipl o.f conrylairtl. Except as provided in subsection (c) of this section, on
receipt of the rvritten cornplaint, the Board promptly shall:
(1) send the cornplaint to the public body identified in the complaint; ar.rd

(2) request that a response to the complaint be sent to the Board.
(b) Response retlui red.

(1) The public body shall file a written response to the complairlt \'\,'ithin 30 days after
it rece ives the cornplaint.

(2) On request ofthe Board, the public body shall include rvith its written response to
the cornplaint a copy ot:
(i) the notice provided under $ 3-302 of this title;
(ii) any u,ritten statemcnt made undcr ss 3-305(d)(2)(ii) of this title; and
(iii) the rninutes and any recording rnade by the public body under g 3-306 olthis

title.
(3) The Board shall maintain the conf-rdentiality of the minutes and any rccording

submitted by a public body that are sealcd in accordance with s\ 3-306(cX3)(ii) of
this title.

(c) Procedtrre for puhlic body no longer existirtg.



( l) Il'lhe public body identified in thc corrplainl no longcr exisls, the Board prornptly
shalI scnd thc complaint to the olficial or cntity that appointed the public body.

(2) The official or entity that appointed thc public body shall cornply, to lhc cxtcnt
fcasible, u,ith the requircrnents of sr.rbsc'ction (b)olthis section.

{d) E-/l'ec t ol /ailure to resltotrcl. If a rvritten rcsponse is not receivcd within 45 days
aftcr the noticc is sent. thc Board slrall decidc the case on the facts before thc Board.

$ 3-207. Rcvierv and written opinion by Board

(a) Ittlbrntation .sullicien t ./bt' detenninution.
( I ) The Board shall revicw the con-rplaint and any response.
(2) Ifthe infornration in tlre complaint and rcsponse is sufficient for ntaking a

dcterurination. u.ithin 30 days afier receiving thc rcsponse tlrc Board shall issue a
written opinion as to uhether a violation olthis titlc has occurrcd or will occur.

(b) In/brnuI confbrence _fbr utlditionoI infbrnrutiorr.
(l ) Il the Boartl is unablc to reach a determination based on tho written subrnissions

bclbre it, thc Board rnay schedulc an inlornral cotrftrcnce to hcar front thc

cornplainant, the public body, or any othcr pcrson with rclcvant infornration about
the subject ol'the conrplaint.

(2) An infornral confercncc schetlulcd by thc Board is not a contcsted case vu'ithin the

rncaning of { I 0-202(d) of the State Govcrnrrent Article.
(3)l-hc Board shall issue a written opinion within 30 clays aftel the infornral

con f'erence .

(c) Extclsion o/'tinte litr opinion: Btruftl unabl( to resolve tontplaint.
( I ) Ilthe Board is unablc to rcndcr an opinion on a courplaint within the tinrc periods

specitied in subscction (a) or (b)of this scction. the Board shall:
(i) state in writing thc rcason lbr its inability to rcnder an opinion: and
(ii) issue an opinion as soort as possible bttt not latcr than 90 days atter the filing

of the complaint.
(2) An opinion ol'the Board may state that thc Board is unablc to resolve thc

complaint.
(d) Required rec'ipienrs qf'opinion. The Board shall scnd a copy olthe written opinion

to thc complainant and thc altcctcd public body.

$ -l-208, Distribution of opininns

(a) In ganeral. The Board uay send to any public body in the Statc any rvrittcu
opinion that will providc the public body rvith guidancc or.t compliance with this title.

(b) On request, -- On request, the Board shall providc a copy of a written opinion to any

pcrson.

li -1-209. Opinions arc advisorl onlv

Thc opinions ol thc Board arc advisory only

ti 3-210. Limit on authoritl'of Board



Except as provided in rs 3-2 t I ol this subtitle, the Board may rlot require or compel any
spccific aclions by a public body.

$ -i-211. Announccment of violationt sunrmarv of opinion

(a) Scope o/'Saction. This section does r.rot apply to a public body that is:
( I ) in the Judicial Branch ol Statc govemnlent; or
(2) subject to governance by rules adopted by the Court ofAppcals.

(bl If violation has occurred. - tf the Board detennines that a violation of this title has

occurrcd:
(1) at the next open meeting ofthe public body aftcr the Board has issucd its opirtion,

a r.nembcr ofthe public body shall announce the violation and orally suurntarizc

the opinior-r; and
(2) a nrajority ofthc menrbcrs of thc public body shall sign a copy of the opinion and

relurn thc signed oopy to the Board.
(c) Representotive ntat,not prot'itle onttormcefitenl uwl summurl'. The public body may

not dcsignatc its counsel or another reprcsctrtativc to provide thc announcetncnt and

sumnlary.
(d\ Lirtrilutions on compliant'e. Corlpliancc by a public body or a tnember of a public

body u'ith subsectiorts (b) and (c) ol this scction:
(l) is not an admission to a violation of this title by the public body; and
(2) rnay not be used as evidence rn a procceding cotrductctl in accordatrcc with $ 3-

ulOl of this titlc.
(c) Po.rtrrrg - Ilthe Board detcrrnines tlrat a public body has violatcd a provision of this

title, thc Board shall post on thc Maryland Open Mcctings Act pagc of the'Otflcc of
the Attorney General Web site the trame of the public body and the opinion that

describcs thc violation.

$ 3-21 2, Complaint proccss for prospectivc violation

(a\ In ganeral. On rcceipt ofan oral or u'ritten complaint by any person that a nlccting
required to bc opcn undel this title will bc closed in violation of this titlc. the Board,

acting through its chair, a tlcsignatcd Board membcr, or any autholized stalfpcrson
available to the Board, may contact the public body to dctcrminc the trature of thc

rneeting that rvill bc held and the rcason tbr the cxpectecl closure of thc rnceting.

(b) &b/nc of potantial t'ictlalion. - Whcrr at lcast t\\'o lnembcrs of thc Board conclude

that a violation of tttis title may occul' if thc closcd rneeting is held, thc pcrson acting

fbr thc Board immcdiately shall intbrm thc public body of the potential violation and

any lawlul mcans that are availablc lor conducting its mccting to achicve the pttlposes

ofthc public body.
(c) Notic.c to (on4)loifiunt Tlrc pcrson acting for the Boartl shall inlorm tlre person

who filec1 thc cornplaint under subsectiou (a) of this seclion of the resull of any cllort
to achieve cornpliancc with this title under subsection (b) ol this section.

\d) lyritteil repot.t. - The person acting for thc Board shatl trle a written report with thc

Board describing the complaint. thc efTort to achievc compliancc. and thc results of
thc cftbrl.



\c) E//ect of conplaint untl uction b.t' Bourd. The filing ol a complaint undcr
subscclion (a) of this section and action by a pcrson acting fot the Board under

subscctions (b), (c). and (d) olthis scction may not prevent or bar thc Board front
considcring and acting ou a u ritten complaint filcd in accordance rvith S 3-205 of this

subtitle.

S -1-213. Ilequired Training.

SUBTITLE 3. OPEN' frIEETINGS REQUIRETTENTS

$ 3-301. Open sessions generallt' requircd.

Exccpt as othenvisc expressly provided in this titlc. a public body shall mect it1 open

session.

$ 3-302. Notice'

(a) Required. - Bclore meeting in a closed or open session. a public botly shall give

rcasonable advancc notice of the scssion'

(b) Fornt. Whenever reasonable, a noticc undcr this section shall:

( I ) be in rvriting;
(2) include the date, tirne, and place ofthe session; and

(a) ScoTrc of Secti<tn. - This section docs not apply to a public body that is:

( I ) in the Judicial Branch ol State govemlnent; or
(2) subject to govcrnarlcc by rulcs adopted by thc Court olAppeals'

(b) Dcsigriation o/ inttit'idual. Each public body shall designate at least one individual

whols an erlployee, an officcr. or a r-ner.nbcr of the public body to reccivc trainitrg on

thc rcquirements of the ope n mcetings [aw.

(c) Timitrg /br Conrytletiotr of Cl(s.r. Within 90 days afier bcing designatcd under

subscition (b) of this scction. an individual shall cornplcte a class on thc opcn

lreetings la\\'.

ld\ Requircnertts lbt' lutllitt.q nt(etitlxs -
( I ) This subsection applies to a public body that nreets it.t a closed sessiotr on or alter

October 1.201'7.
(2) A public body rtray not rrcet in a closcd session utrlcss the public body has

dciignatecl at least one rncr.nbcr olthe public body to rcceivc traitritlg otr the

rcqttirentents ol the opcn rncctings law.

(3)(i) irxcept as plovided in subparagraph (ii)of this paragraph, at lcast or]c indiviclual

dcsignated undcr paragraph (2) of this subscction shall bc prcse't at each open

lnecting of the Public bodY.

(ii) If an i*tiriauai dcsignatcd u.der paragraph (2) oltlis subsection cannot bc

presenr ar an operl meeting of thc public body, thc public body shall cor-nplete

ihe Compliancc Chccktist tbr Mcetings Subject to the Maryland Open Mec'tings

Act developcd by the Ollice of the Attorney Gcncral and inch"rdc thc cornplcted

checklist in the minrttcs fbr thc rneeting'



(-j) ilappropriatc, include a statcment that a parl or all of a nlceting may bc conducted
in closed scssion.

(c) Method. - A public body ntay givc the noticc under this scction as follows:
( I ) if the public body is a unit ol State governmcnt. by publication in thc Maryland

Register;
(2) by delivery to representativcs ofthe news uredia rvho regularly report otr scssions

of the public body or thc actir.'ities of the govcrnrnent of which the public body is a
part;

(3) if the public body previously has given public notice that this method will be used:
(i) by posting or depositing the notice at a convenient public location at or near thc

place of the scssion; or
(ii) by posting the noticc on an lntentet Web site ordinarily used by thc public

body to provide infornration to the public; or
(4) by any othcr rcasonable lrlethod.

(d) Copl o./.notite. - A public body shall kccp a copy of a noticc provided unclcr this
scction tbr at lcast I year aficr thc date of thr: scssion.

S 3-302.1. Availabilitt ofagenda 1o public.

(al Raquired.
(l) Subject to subsection (b) of this section. betbre nrcutirrg irr arr open session. a

public body shall rnake available to the public an agenda:
(i) containing knou,n items olbusiness or topics to be discussed a1 thc portion of

the rrccting that is opcn; and
(ii) indicating whether thc public body cxpccts to close any portion ofthc nreeting

in accordance u'ith r\ 3--305 of this subtitlc.
(l) Il an agenda has been detcrrnined at thc tinrc the public body gives noticc olthe

rneeting undcr $ 3-302 of this subtitle. the public body shall make availablc the
agenda at thc same timc thc public body gives notice olthe rneeting.

(3) lf an agenda has not been dctcrmined at thc time the public body givcs notice of
the meeting, thc public body shall make available tl-re agcnda as soon as

practicable alt,.-r the agenda has bcen detc-rmincd but no later than 24 hours bcfbre
the rneeting.

(b) Enrergencv mcctittgs. If a public body is unable to cornply with the provisions of
subscction (a) of this section bccause the mccting was scheduled in responsc to an

clnergency, a natural disaster. or any othet unanticipated situation, the public body
shall make available on request an agenda of thc meeting within a reasonable time'

a licl thc rnccting occurs.
(c) Closed meetings. A public body is not requircd to make available any inltrnnation

in the agencla rcgarding the subjcct matter ol'the poflion ol- thc meeting that is closed
in accordance with .,s 3-305 of'this subtitle.

(dl Mcthod /br noking at'ailable an agertdo. -
( I ) A public body requircd to r.nake availablc an agenda urrder subsection (a) olthis

section may rnake availablc the agenda using a rnethod authorized for giving
norice under ss 3-302(c) of this subtitlc.

(2) The rnethod a public body uses for making available an agc'nda may bc dif'ferent
fi'om the rncthod a public body uses for riving notice.



(c) Alterotiort o/ agenda. '- Nothing in this scction may be'construed to prevent a putrlic
body from alterir-rg the agenda of a meeting aftcr tlre agenda has been made available
to lhc public.

$ -j-303. Attendance at open session

(.a) ln gcneral. - Whencver a public body nrects in open session, thc general public is

cntitled to attend.
(b) Rrrles. A public body shall adopt and enfbrce rcasonable rules rcgarding tlre

conduct of persons attending its meetings and the vidcotaping, televising,
photograpliing, broadcasting, or recording ol its r-rrcetirtgs.

\c1 Rt'moval of inditidual.:.
( I ) lf the presiding officcr detentlincs that the behavior of an individual is disrupting

an opcn session, thc public body may have the individual reurovcd.

(2) Unlcss the public body or its rnernbcrs or agents act maliciously, thc public body,

rncmbers, and agents arc not liablc tbr having an individual rcmovccl under this

sr"rbscction.

$ -l-301. I ntcrpreters

(a) Sc'ope of.set'tion. Tlris section applics only to the Executivc and Legislative

branches of the State govcmtrlent.

lb\ tn generul. On requcst and to thc extcnt t'easiblc, a unit that holds a public hearing

shall providc a qualilicd irrterprcter to assist dcaf individuals to undcrstand thr'

procccding.

lc\ Fornr o/ rique.rt. - A request for an interpreter must be submitted rn writing or by

tclecomtnunication at least 5 days bcftlre thc proceeding begins.

(d) Deternination o/'.laasibilitr,. The unit shall dctcrmine, in cach instance. whethcr it

is lcasiblc to provide an interpr.'tcr.

$ 3-.305. Closetl sessio ns

(a) Constrtrc.tion of set,tion, . The exccptions in subsection (b) of this scction shall bc

strictly construcd in thvor of opcu meetings of public bodies.

(b) ln gcneral. Subject to subsection (d) of this section. a public body may tnect in

closcd scssion or adioum an open scssion to a closed session only to:

( I ) discuss:
( i) the appoinhncnt, employrrcnt, assignmcnt. plornotion. disciplinc, dcmotion,

compensation, t'cmoval, resignation, or perlonnance evaluation of an

appointce, cmployee, or official over whom it has jurisdiction; or

(ii) any other personncl matlcr that aflects one or molc specihc individuals:

(2) pr.otect the privacy or rcputatiorl of an individual with respcct to a mattcr that is

not related to Public business:
(3) considcr ttrc acquisition of rcal property for a public purpose and mattcrs directly

rclatcd to the acquisition:
(4) consider a matter that concerns the proposal for a business or industrial

organization to locate, expand. or remain in the Statc;



(5) considcr the investment of public funds;
(6) considcr the n-rarketing ol public securities;
( 7) consult u.ith counsel to obtain legal advicct
(8) consult u'ith staff. colrsultants. or other individuals abor.rt pcnding or potential

litigation:
(9) conduct collcctive bargaining negotiations or considcr matters that relatc to tlrc

negotiations:
( l0) discuss public sccurity, if thc public body detcrnrincs that public discussion

would constitute a risk to the public or to public sccurity, including:
(i) the deploymcnt ol fire and police serviccs and staff; and
(ii) the devclopment and iruplcmcntatiort of enrergency plansl

( I I ) prepare. adntinister, or grade a scholastic. licensing. or qualifying examinatiotr;
( t2) conduct or cliscuss an invcstigatir.e procecding oll actual or possiblc criminal

conduct;
(13) cornply with a specific constitttional, statutory, or judicially irnposed

requirernent that prevcnts public clisclosurcs about a particular procecding or
lratter: or

( l4) rliscuss, bcfore a contract is awarded or bids are opcned. a lttattel' dircctly relatcd

to a negoliating strategy or thc contents of a bid or proposal, if public discttssiolt or

clisclosurc u'ould adversely inrpact the ability ofthe public body to participate irr

the competitir,e bidding or proposal process.

lc) l-imitution. A public body that mccts in closecl session rtnder this scction may not

discuss or act on any nlattcr not authorized under subsection (b) of this scctiorr.

(d) l'ol?, \'riIIcn stdteDt(ttL

1l ) Unless a majority ol'thc mcrnbers of a public bocly prescnt and voting vote in

lavor of closrng the session, the public body ntay not ntcet in closcd session.

(2) Betbrc a public body nreets in closed scssion, the prcsiding offlcer shall:

(i) conduct a recordcd vote on thc closing of the sessionl and

(ii) make a written statcmcnt of the reason lor closing the rneeting, including a

citation of thc authority under this section, and a listir-rg ol the topios to be

discusscd.
(3) Ifa person objects to the closing ofa sessiot.t. thc public body shall send a copy ol

the writtcn statelnent to thc Boatd.
(4) Thc r.vrittcn statcment shall bc a matter of public record.

(5) A pubtic body shall kecp a copy ofthc rvritten statemetlt for at least I ycar atier

tlre date ol the session.

.ti 3-306. Minutes; taPe rccordings

(a) Scope ot''secliorr. - This seclion docs not:
( I ) iequirc any change in the lofln or content of the Joumal ol the Senatc ol Maryland

or Journal ol thc House of Dclegatcs of Maryland; or
(2) limit the tnatters that a public body rnay includc in its minutes.

(b) Minutcs rcquired. -(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) an<l (3) olthis subscction, as soon as practicable after a

public body tnects, it shall have tnintttcs of its session preparcd'

(2) A public botly nced not prepare minutcs of an open session if:



(i) live and archived vidco or audio streaming olthe open session is available; or
(ii) the public body votes on legislation and the individual \.otcs taken by each

rnernber olthc public body rvho participates in the voting arc poslcd prornptly
on the Internet.

(3) Thc intbmration specified under paragraph (2; of this subscction shall be deemed
thc rninutcs of thr. opcrr scssion.

(c) Content ol minutas; tape recordings.
( I ) The rninutcs shall ret'lect:

(i) each itern that the public body considercd;
(ii) the action that thc public body took on each item; and
(iii) each vote that was rccorded.

(2) Ifa pubtic body rneets in closed session, the minutes for its next open session shall
inc ludc:
(i) a stateurent of the timc, place, and purpose ol the closed session;
(ii) a rccord of thc vote ofeach nrembcr as to closing the scssion;
(iii) a citation ofthe authority under $ 3-305 of this subtitlc for closing the scssioni

and
(iv) a listing of the topics ofdiscussiou, persolrs present, and cach action taken

du'ing the session.
(3) (i) A session may be recorded by a public body.

(ii) Except as othcrwisc provided in paragraph (4) of this subscctior.r. the urinutes
and any recording ofa closed session shall be scalcd and rnay not be open to
public inspcction.

(4) Thc minutes and any rccording shallbe unscaled and opcn to inspcction as

lollou's:
(i) fbr a mecting closed under $ 3-305(bX5) of this subtitle, *,hen the public body

invcsts the fundsl
(ii) for a meeting closed undcr 

"s 
3-305(bX6) of this subtitlc, rvhen thc pr.rblic

securitics being discussed have bcen markcted; or
(iii) on request of a persorl or on the public body's orvn initiative. if a majority of

thc rnembcrs of thc public botly present and voting votc in favor ofunsealing
the rninutes and any rccording.

(tl) lcc'cs.s. - Except as providcd in subsection (c) of this section. minutcs of a public
body are public records and shall be open to public inspection during ordinary
business hours.

(e) Retention o.f minules and tapc rccot'ding.r. -(1) A public body shall kcep a copy ofthe minutes ofeach session and any recording
rnade under subscction (bX2Xi) or (cX3Xi) of this section for at least 5 ycars aftcr
the date ol the session.

(2) To the extcnt practicable, a public body shall post online the minutes or recordings
requircd to be kept under paragraph ( I ) ol this subsection.

S ABTITLE 1. E,\ I-0 R(' E I I E,\'I :

$ l-101 . ,\pplication ol section



(a) Scope of'seclion. --
( I ) This section does not apply to the action of:

(i) appropriating public llndsI
( ii) irnpositrg a tax; or
(iii) providing for the issuance olbonds. notes. or othcr evidcnces olpublic

obligation.
(2) This sectiorl docs rlot authorize a court to void an action ofa public body because

of any violation of this title by another public body.
(3) This section does not at-tect or prevent the use of any other available retnedics.

(b\ Petit ion aut hori:ecl.
(l) If a public body fails to cornply rvith $ 3-301. $ -1-302, $ 3--303, $ 3-305, or $ 3-

306(c) of this title, any person ulay file with a circuit court that lras venue a

petition that asks the coutt to:
(i) determine thc applicability ofthose scctions:
(ii) requiro the public body to cornply rvith those sections; or
(iii) void the action of the public body.

(2) Ila violation of $ 3-302, )s 3-305. or S 3-306(c) of this title is alleged. the person

shall filc the petition within 45 days after the datc of the allegcd violation.
(3) If a violation of $ 3-301 or $ 3-303 of this titlo is alleged, the person shall flle the

pctition within 45 days after thc public body includes in thc minutes of an open

scssion the information specificd in $ 3-306(c)(2) of this titlc.

14) Ila u'rittcn cornplaint is tlled rvith the Board in accordance with $ 3-205 of this

titlc, thc time betwecn thc filing of thc complaint and the mailing of thc written
opinion to the complainant and the aff-ected public body under $ 3-207(d) of this

titlc rnay not be includcd in detcrnlining rvhether a claim against a public body is

barred by the statute of lin.ritations set tbrth in paragraphs (2) and (3) of this

subsection.

\c\ Presutnption. ln an actioll undcr this scction:
( 1 ) it is presurned that the public body did not violate any provision of this title : ar.rd

(2) the cornplainant has the burden of proving the violation.
(d) Arthoritv of court. A cottrt may:

(l) consolidate a proceeding undcr this section with another proceeding under this

scction or an appeal frorn the action ol the public body;
(2) issue an injunctior-r:
(3) determinc the applicability of this tirle to the discussions or clecisions of public

bodies:
(4) dcclare the tlnal action ola public body void if thc court finds that tlie public body

willfully t'ailed to comply with $ 3-301. s 3-302. $ l-303, or $ 3-306(c) of this title
and that no othel' rcmcdy is adequate;

(5) as part ol its judgrnent:
(i) assess against any parly reasonable counscl lees and other litigation expenses

that the party who prevails in the action incurecl; and
(ii) require a reasonable bond to ensure the payment of the assessment; and

(6) grant any other appropriatc rclieL
(c) Petition. -

( I ) A person may file a petition under this section without seeking an opinion from

thc Board.



(2) The lailurc ola person to file a conrplaint u,ith thc Board is not a ground fbr thc'

courl lo stal or tlisrniss a pctiti()n.

$ 3-402. Penaltl'.

(a) ln general. - [n accordance u'ith $ 3-401 ofthis subtitle, a public body that rvitlfully
meets u'ith knorvledge that the mceting is being held in violation of this subtitle is
subject to a civil penalty lrot to excecd:
( l) 5250 for the first violation; and
(2) S 1.000 lor each subsequent vrolation that occurs rvithin 3 y'ears after the first

violation.
(b) Deterninetiott o/ .fine. When detcrr-nining the atnoutrt of a flne under subscction (a)

of this section, the court shallconsidcr the financial rcsoLrrccs availablc to the public

body and the ability ofthe public body to pay the fine.

Subtitle 5. Short Title.

$ 3-501. Short title

This title may be cited as the Opcn Mcetings Act.



St. Mary's Open Meetinqs Act and Marylaad Open Meetinss Act

Definitions
SMC OMA MD OMA
$ 9-501. Definitions. (a) In this subtitle the
following words have the meanings indicated.

$ 3-101. Definitions. (a) In general - In this
title the following words have the meanings
indicated.

(b) Administrative function. - (l)
"Administrative function" means the
administration of: (i) a law of the State; (ii) a

law of a political subdivision of the State; or
(iii) a rule. regulation. or bylaw of a public
body. t2t "Administratrve function" does nol
include: (i) an advisory lunction: (ii)a judicirl
function: iiii; a legislative function: (iv) a

lquasi-.judicial function; or (v) a quasi-

I legislative function.

(c) "Advisory function. - Advisory function"
means the study of a matter of public concern,
or the making of recommendations on the
matter, under a delegation of responsibility by:
( l) law; (2) the Governor or an official who is
subject to the policy direction of the Governor;
(3) the chief executive officer of a political
subdivision of the State or an official who is
subject to the policy direction of the chiel
executive officer; or (4) formal action by or for
a public body that exercises an administrative
function, judicial f'unction, legislative
lunction. qua:i-judicial function. or quasi-
legislative function.

(d) Board - 
"Board" means the State Open

Meetings Law Compliance Board. (d- I ) Class

on the open meetings law - 
"Class on the

open meetings law" means: ( I ) an online class

on the requirements of the open meetings law
offered by the Office of the Attorney General

and the University of Maryland's Institute for
Governmental Service and Research; (2) a

class on the requirements of the open nleetings
law offered by the Maryland Association of

Line-bv-Line Comparison Chart

I



Counties or the Maryland Municipal League
through the Academy for Excellence in Local
Governance; or (3) a class on the requirements
of the open meetings law offered by the
Maryland Association of Boards of Education
through the Boardsmanship Academy
Program.

(f) Legislative function. - 
"Legislative

tunction" means the process or act of: (l)
approving, disapproving, enacting, amending,

or repealing a law or other measure to set

public policyl (2) approving or disapproving
an appointment; (3) proposing or ratifying a

constitution or constitutional amendment: or
(4) proposing or ratifying a charter or charter
amendment.

(g) Meet. - "![ssf" means to convene a

quorum of a public body to consider or
transact public business.

of the Governor: or 8. an executive order of the

(b) "Official action" means a phase of the
process in which a public agency in St.

Mary's County makes a decision or
recommendation, including receipt of
information and deliberation.

(d) "Public agency meeting" means the
convening of a quorum of the constituent
membership of a public agency to deliherate
or act on a matter under the supervision'
control, .iurisdiction, or advisory power of
the public agency.

(c) (l) "Public agency" means: (i) a

governmental unit of St. Mary's County,

including an advisory or quasi- judicial

agency, that is: l. supported in any part by
public money; or 2. authorized to spend public
money; and (ii) the St. Mary's County Board

of Education.

(2) "Pubtic agencY" includes a

subcommittee or other subordinate unit of a

2

(h) Public body. - 
(1) "Public body" means

an entity that: (i) consists of at least two
individuals; and (ii) is created by: [. the

Maryland Constitution; 2. a State statute; 3. a
county or municipal charter; 4. a memorandum
of understanding or a master agreement to
which a maiority of the county boards of
education and the State Department of
Education are signatories; 5. an ordinance; 6. a

rule, resolution, orbylaw; 7. an executive order

(e) Judicial function. (l) "Judicial function"
means the exercise of any power of the Judicial
Branch of the State government. (2) "Judicial
function" includes the exercise of: (i) a power
for which Article lV, $ I of the Maryland
Constitution provides; (ii) a function of a grand
jury; (iii) a function of a petit jury; (iv) a

function of the Commission on Judicial
Disabilities; and (v) a function of a judicial
nominating commission. (3) "Judicial
function" does not include the exercise of
rulemaking power by a court.



chief executive authority of a political
subdivision of the State (2) "Public body"
includes: (i) any multimember hoard,
commission, or committee appointed by the
Governor or the chief executive authority of a

political subdivision of the State, or appointed
by an official who is subject to the policy
direction of the Governor or chief executive
authority of the political subdivision, if the

entity includes in its membership at least two
individuals not employed by the State or the
political subdivision; (ii) any multimember
board, commission, or committee that: l. is

appointed by: A. an entity in the Executive
Branch of the State government, the members

of which are appointed by the Governor, and

that otherwise meets the definition of a public
body under this subsection; or B. an official
who is subject to the policy direction of an

entity described in item A of this itemt and 2.

includes in its membership at least two
individuals who are not members of the

appointing entity or employed by the State;

and (iii) The Maryland School for the Blind.
(3) "Public body" does not include: (i) any

single member entity; (ii) any judicial
nominating commission; (iii) any grand juryl
(iv) any petit jury; (v) the Appalachian States

I -ow Level Radioactive Waste Commission
established in S 7-302 of the Environment
Arlicle: (vi) except when a court i\ exercising
rulemaking power, any court established in
accordance with Article IV of the Maryland
Constitution; (vii) the Governor's cabinet, the

Governor's Executive Council as provided in
Title 8. Subtitle I of the State Government
Article, or any committee of the Executive
Council; (viii) a local government's
counterpart to the Governor's cabinet,
Executive Council, or any committee of the

counterpart of the Executive Councill (ix)
except as provided in paragraph (1) of this

subsection, a subcommittee of a public hody as

defined in paragraph (2)(i) of this subsection;
(x) the governing body of a hospital as defined
in l9-301 of thc Health-General Article;

governmental unit listed in paragraph (l) of
this subsection.

(3) "Public agency" does not include: (i) a

grand jury; (ii) a petit jury; (iii) a law
enforcement agency; or (iv) the judicial
branch.

3



and (xi) a self-insurance pool that is
established in accordance with Title 19,

Subtitle 6 of the Insurance Article or $ 9-404
of the Labor and Employment Article by: I . a
public entity, as defined in $ 19-602 of the

Insurance Article; or 2. a county or municipal
corporation, as described in S 9-404 of the

Labor and Employment Article.

(i) Quasi-judicial function. - "Quasi-judicial
function" means a determination of: (l) a

contested case to which Title 10, Subtitle 2 0f
the State Government Article applies; (2) a
proceeding belbre an administrative agency

for which Title 7, Chapter 200 of the Maryland
Rules would govern judicial review; or (3) a

complaint by the Board in accordance with this
title.

( ) Quasi-legislative t'unction. - 
"Quasi-

legislative function" means the process or act

of: (l) adopting, disapproving, amending, or

repealing a rule, regulation, or bylaw that has

the force of law, including a rule of a coun; (2)

approving, disapproving, or amending a

budget; or (3) approving, disapproving, or

amending a contract.

(k) Quorum. - 
"Quorum" means: (l) a

majority of the members of a public body; or
(2) the number of members that the law

(e) "Quorum", unless otherwise defined by

applicable law, means a simple majority of the

constituent nrembership of a public agency.

(1) "Staff meeting" means a meeting of three or
more staff members of one or more public

Public Polic

1

SMC OMA MD OMA

$9-502. Public Policy. It is the policy of St.

Mary's County that: ( I ) public officials shall

engage in official action in an open and public
manner so that voters are advised of the

performance of public officials and of
decisions made in forming public policy; (2)

public agencies exist to aid in conducting the

people's business; (3) the people ofthe county,

in delegating authority, do not yield their
sovereignty or give public agencies the right to

$ 3- 102. Legislative PolicY

(c) Public policy. - Except in special and

appropriate circumstances when meetings of
public bodies may be closed under this title, it
is the public policy of the State that the public
be provided with adequate notice of the time
and location of meetings of public bodies,
which shall be held in places reasonably

accessible to individuals who would like to

attend these meetin

agencres. req uires.

decide what is good for the people to know and



what is not good for them to know; and (4) the
right of the people to remain informed is
protected so that they may retain control over
the instruments they create.

Act A licable

Act Not A licable

Conflict of Laws

MD OMASMC OMA
$ 3-301. Open sessions generally required.
Except as otherwise expressly provided in this
title. a public body shall meet in open session.

$ 3-103. Scope of title (b) Applicable. - This
title applies to a public body when it is meeting
to consider: (l)granting a license or permit: or
(2) a special exception, variance, conditional
use, or zoning classification, the enforcement
of any zoning law or regulalion, or any other
zoning matter.

g9-50,1. Open Meetings of public agency- (a)

Except as provided in $ 9-5 12 of this subtitle,
a public agency meeting at which oflicial
action is taken shall be open to the public.

(b) A final decision whether to purchase or
dispose of real property shall be at a public
agency meeting open to the public.

SMC OMA MD OMA
Anything that isn't listed in 9-504 $ 3-103. Scope of title (a) Not applicable. -

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section and $ 3-104 of this subtitle, this title
does not apply to: (1) a public body when it is
carrying out: (i) an administrative function;
(ii) a judicial function; or (iii) a quasi-
judicial function; or (2) a chance encounter,
a social gathering, or any other occasion that is
not intended to circumvent this title.

SMC OMA MDOMA
$9-503. Conflict with another statute,

ordinance, regulation, or rule. This subtitle
prevails if it conflicts with another statute,

ordinance, regulation, or rule, unless the other
statute, ordinance, regulation, or rule is more

stringent

$ 3-105. Conflict of laws. Whenever this title
and another law that relates to meetings of
public bodies conflict, this title applies unless

the o(her lau is more \tringent

5



Staff Meetin S

Notice & Content of Notice for All n and Closed Meetin

MD OMASMC OMA
Silent$9-505. Notice. (a) This section does not apply

to a staff meeting

$9-508. Meeting minutes. (a) This section
does not apply to: ( l) a sta[[ meeting:

S9-510. Staff meetings. Except as provided in

$ 9-5 l2 of this subtitle, a staff meeting shall be

open to the public

MDOMASMC OMA
$ 3-302. Notice. (a) Required. - Before
meeting in a closed or open session, a public
body shall give reasonable advance notice of
the session

(b) Form. - Whenever reasonable, a notice
under this section shall: (l) be in writing; (2)

include the date, time, and place of the session;

and (3) if appropriate, include a statement that

a part or all of a meeting may be conducted in

closed session

$ 3-302. I . Availability of agenda to public. (a)

Required. - 
(l) Subject to subsection (b) of

this section, before meeting in an open session.

a public body shall make available to the

public an agenda: (i) containing known items

of business or topics to be discussed at the

portion of the meeting that is open; and (ii)
indicating whether the public body expects to

close any portion of the meeting in accordance

with g 3-305 of this subtitle.

(2) If an agenda has been determined at the

time the public body gives notice of the

meeting under $ 3-302 of this subtitle, the

public body shall make available the agenda at

the same time the public body gives notice of
the meeting.

SMC OMA splits notice & content of notice
requirements by type of meeting

6



(3) If an agenda has not been determined at the

time the public body gives notice of the

meeting, the public body shall make available
the agenda as soon as practicable after the

agenda has been determined but no later than

24 hours before the meeting.

Notice & Content oi Notice for Re ular Public A enc Mectin s

Notice & Content of Notice for S ial/Rescheduled Public A NC Mcctin

Notice for Dis osition of Real P

S

Method of Providin Notice

MD OMASMC OMA
See above

(b) A public agency shall provide written
public notice of the schedule of its regular
public agency meetings, including their dates,

times, and places: ( l) at the beginning of each

calendar or fiscal year; or (2) at the time the
public agency begins to function

$9-505. Notice.

MD OMASMC OMA
See above

(c) (l ) Except as provided in $ 9-506 or $ 9-
507 of this subtitle, a public agency shall

provide supplemental written public notice of
any special or rescheduled public agency

meeting at least 48 hours before the n.teeting.

(2) The notice shall include the agenda, date,

time, and place of the public agency meetrn.g.

g9-505. Notice

SMC OMA MD OMA
g9-505. Notice.
(e) A public agency shall give notice of intent

to purchase or dispose of real property at least

l5 days before a voting session on the action

See above

MD OMASMC OMA
$ 3-302. Notice. (c) Method. - A public body

may give the notice under this section as

follows: ( l) if the public body is a unit of State

government, by publication in the Maryland
Registeri (2) by delivery to representatives of
the news media who regularly report on

sessions of the ublic bod or the activities of

S9-505(d) Notice. A public agency shall

provide written public notice by: ( I ) posting a

copy of the notice prominently at the principal

office of the public agency or at the building in
which the public agency meeting is to be held;

und t2t sending a copy of lhe notice to any

7



person who rsquests to be notified ofthe public
agency meetings.

the government of which the public body is a
part; (3) if the public body previously has
given public notice that this method will be
used: (i) by posting or depositing the notice at
a convenient public location at or near the
place of the session; or (ii) by posting the
notice on an Internet Web site ordinarily used
by the public body to provide information to
the public; or (4) by any other reasonable
method.

(d) Copy of notice. - A public body shall keep
a copy of a notice provided under this section
for at least I year after the date of the session.

$ 3-302.1(d) Method for making available an
agenda. - (l) A public body required to make
available an agenda under subsection (a) of
this section may make available the agenda
using a method authorized for giving norice
under $ 3-302(c) of this subtitle. (2) The
method a public body uses for making
available an agenda may be different from the
method a public body uses for giving notice.

Notice & Content of Notice for Reconvened A enc Meetin s

Notice & Content of Notice for Eme c Public nc Meeti S

8

SMC OMA MDOMA
$9-506. Reconvened public agency meetings.
A public agency meeting may be adjourned
and reconvened at another time without
additional public notice if: (1) notice of the
time and place of the reconvened meeting is
provided before adjournment; (2) the agenda
for the reconvened meeting is published in
advance; and (3) the agenda for the original
meeting is available to observers at the
beginning ol the original meeting

See $ 3-302(a) and (b) and $ 3-302. I

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-507. Emergency public agency meetings.
(a) This section does not apply to a staff
meeting. (b) A public agency may schedule an
emergency public agency meeting to discuss
unforeseen emergency conditions. (c) A public
agency shall make a reasonable effort to

See li 3-302(a) and (b) and $ 3-302.1for notice,
but $ 3-302.1(b) lists the requirements for
availability of agenda to public lbr Emergency
meetings.



provide notice of the date, time, and place of
an emergency public agency meeting by
telephone to the news media immediately after
participants have been notified.

$ 3-302. I (b) Emergency Meetings. -- If a

public body is unable to comply with the
provisions of subsection (a) of this section
because the meeting was scheduled in response
to an emergency, a natural disaster, or any
other unanticipated situation, the public body
shall make available on request an agenda of
the meeting within a reasonable time after the
meeting occurs

SMC OMA MD OMA
Silent S 3-302. I (e) Alteration of agenda. - Nothing

in this section may be construed to prevent a
public body from altering the agenda of a

meeting after the agenda has been made

available to the public.

Amendin A endas

Minutes Re uirements
SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-508. Meeting minutes. (a) This section
does not apply to: ( l) a staff meeting; or (2) a
working session if a final decision is not made.
(b) A public agency shall take and, in a timely
manner, record minutes of each public agency

meeting open to the public. (c) Minutes of a

public agency meeting are a public record open

for inspection and copying by any person

$ 3- 104. Minutes for closed session

If a public body recesses an open session to
carry out an administrative function in a

meeting that is not open to the public, the

minutes for the public body's next meeting
shall include: ( I ) a statement of the date, time,
place, and persons prcsent at the administrative
iunction meeting; and (2) a phrase or sentence

identifying the subject matter discussed at the

administrative function meeting.

(b) Minutes required. - 
( l) Subject to

paragraphs (2) and (3) of this subsection, as

soon as practicable after a public body meets,

it shall have minutes of its session prepared. (2)

A public body need not prepare minutes of an

open session if: (i) live and archived video or
audio streaming of the open session is
available; or (ii) the public body votes on

legislation and the individual votes taken by
each member of the public bodY who
participates in the voting are posted promptly
on the Internet. (3) The information specified
under paragraph (2) of this subsection shall be

deemed the minutes of the o n sesslon. C

9



Content of minutes; tape recordings. - 
(l)

The minutes shall reflect: (i) each item that the
public body considered; (ii) the action that the
public body took on each item; and (iii) each
vote that was recorded. (2) If a public body
meets in closed session, the minutes for its next
open session shall include: (i) a statement of
the time, place, and purpose of the closed
session; (ii) a record of the vote of each
member as to closing the session; (iii) a

citation of the authority under $ 3-305 of this
subtitle for closing the session; and (iv) a

listing of the topics of discussion. persons
present, and each action taken during the
session. (3) (i) A session may be recorded by a
public body. (ii) Except as otherwise provided
in paragraph (4) of this subsection, the minutes
and any recording of a closed session shall be
sealed and may not be open to public
inspection. (4) The minutes and any recording
shall be unsealed and open to in:pection as

follows: (i) for a meeting closed under $ 3-
305(b)(5) ofthis subtitle, when the public body
invests the funds; (ii) for a meeting closed
under $ 3-305(b)(6) of this subtitle, when the
public securities being discussed have been
marketedi or (iii) on request of a person or on
the public body's own initiative, if a majority
of the members of the public body present and

voting vote in favor of unsealing the minutes
and any recording. (d) Access. - Except as

provided in subsection (c) of this section,
minutes of a public body are public records and

shall be open to public inspection during
ordinary business hours. (e) Retention of
minutes and tape recordings. - (1) A public
body shall keep a copy of the minutes of each

session and any recording made under
subsection (b)(2)(i) or (c)(3)(i) of this section
for at least 5 years after the date of the session.

(2) To the extent practicable, a public body
shall post online the minutes or recordings
required to be kept under paragraph ( I ) of this
subsection.

10



Public Attendance & Broadcastin Re uirements

lnte tcIS

SMC OMA MD OMA
$ 3-303. Attendance at open session (a) In
general. - Whenever a public body meets in
open session, the general public is entitled to
attend.

(b) Rules. - A public body shall adopt and

enforce reasonable rules regarding the conduct
of persons atlending its meetings and the
videotaping, televising, photographing,
broadcasting, or recording of its meetings.

(c) Removal of individuals. - 
( 1) If the

presiding officer detern.rines that the behavior
ol'an individual is disrupting an open session.

the public body may have the individual
removed. (2) Unless the public body or its
members or agents act maliciously, the public
body. members, and agents are not liable for
having an individual removed under this
subsection.

$ 3-306. Minutes; tape recordings (a) Scope of
section. - This section does not: (1) require
any change in the form or content of the

Journal of the Senate of Maryland or Journal
of the House of Delegates of Maryland; or (2)

limit the matters that a public body may

include in its minutes

59-509. Broadcasting and recording of
meeting. (a) A public agency that conducts a

meeting that is open to the public shall allow
recorded or live radio and television
broadcasting and the use of recording devices.
(b) A public agency may adopt rules and
regulations regarding the recording and
broldcasting of public agency meetings.

SMC OMA MD OMA
Silcnt $ 3-304. Interpreters (a) Scope of section. -

This section applies only to the Executive and

Legislative branches of the State government.
(b) In general. - On request and to the extent
feasible, a unit that holds a public hearing shall
provide a qualified interpreter to assist deaf
individuals to understand the proceeding. (c)

Form of request. - A request for an interpreter
must be submitted in writing or bY

telecommunication at least 5 days before the

proceeding begins. (d) Determination of
feasihilit - The unit shall determine, in each

lt



instance, whether it is feasible to provide an
interpreter.

Meetin Location

Closed Sessions

$9 51 l. Meeting location. A public agency
meeting that is required to be open to the public
under this subtitle shall be conducted in a

location with reasonable facilities for public
observation.

$9-512. Closed Sessions. (a) A public agency
meeting or a staff meeting may be conducted
in a closed session only: (l) to consider or
discuss lhe assignment. promotion.
resignation, salary, demotion, dismissal,
reprimand, or appointment of a member of a
public agency or employee, unless the
individual, as a matter of public record, makes
a written request for an open session; (2) to
discuss strategy in collective bargaining or
litigation; (3) to engage in collective
bargaining; (4) to discuss the distribution of
police forces to cope with public safety
emergencies; (5) to discuss cost estimates for
capital projects to be subsequently placed
through the bidding process; (6) to hold
preliminary discussions concerning the
purchase or disposition of real property; (7)
when State law or federal regulation prohibits
a meeting open to the public; (8) to meet a
condition for anonymity of a donor contained
in a gift or bequest to the public agency; (9)
when secrecy is necessary to prevent the
premature disclosure of the format or content
of examinations or the disclosure of results of
examinations as related to individual students;
or (10) if the meeting is conducted by the
County Board of Education or its staff to: (i)
consider the discipline of a student, unless the
parent, guardian, or student requests an open
session of the County Board of Education; or
(ii) discuss specific students, families, or
personnel and the disclosure of the discussions

S 3-302. Notice. (a) Required. - Before
meeting in a closed or open session, a public
body shall give reasonable advance notice of
the session

$ 3-302. l. Availability of agenda to public

(c) Closed meetings. - A public body is not
required to make available any information in
the agenda regarding the subject matter of the
portion of the meeting that is closed in
accordance with S 3-305 of this subtitle.

(b) In general. - Subject to subsection (d) of
this section, a public body may meet in closed
session or adjourn an open session to a closed
session only to: (l) discuss: (i) the
appointment. employment. u:signment.
promotion, discipline, demotion,
compensltion. remor al. resignation. or
performance evaluation ol an appointee.
employee, or official over whom it has
jurisdiction; or (ii) any other personnel matter
that affects one or more specific individuals;
(2) protect the privacy or reputation of an

individual with respect to a matter that is not
related to public business; (3) consider the
acquisition of real property for a public

12

$ 3-305. Closed sessions (a) Construction of
section, - The exceptions in subsection (b) of
this section shall be strictly construed in favor
of open meetings of public bodies.



purpose and matters directly related to the
acquisition; (4) consider a matter that concerns
the proposal for a business or industrial
organization to locate, expand, or remain in the
State; (5) consider the investment of public
funds; (6) consider the marketing of public
securities; (7) consult with counsel to obtain
legal advice; (8) consult with stafi consultants,
or other individuals about pending or potential
litigation; (9) conduct collective bargaining
negotiations or consider matters that relate to
the negotiations; ( [0) discuss public security,
if the public body determines that public
discussion would constitute a risk to the public
or to public security, including: (i) the

deployment of fire and police services and

staffi and (ii) the development and

implementation of emergency plans; ( 1 1 )

prepare, administer, or grade a scholastic,
licensing, or qualifying examination; (12)

conduct or discuss an investigative proceeding

on actual or possible criminal conduct; (13)

comply with a specific constitutional,
statutory, or judicially imposed requirement
that prevents public disclosures about a

particular proceeding or matter; or (14)

discuss, before a contract is awarded or bids

are opened, a matter directly related to a

negotiating strategy or the contents of a bid or
proposal, if public discussion or disclosure
would adversely impact the ability of the

public body to participate in the competitive
bidding or proposal process.

(c) Limitation. - A public body that meets in
closed session under this section may not

discuss or act on any matter not authorized

under sub:ection 1b1 of lhis section.

(d) Vote; written statement. - 
( I ) Unless a

majority of the members of a public body
present and voting vote in favor of closing the

ses:ion. lhe public body may not meet in

closed session. (2) Before a public body meets

in closed session, the presiding officer shall: (i)
conduct a recorded vote on the closin of the

could prove detrimental or harmful to those
individuals.

(b) ( I ) A closed session shall be announced in
advance at a meeting that is open to the public.
(2) An announcement of a closed session shall
include the nature of the business of the closed

session. (3) The closed session shall be limited
to the matters described in subsection (a) of
this section. (c) The minutes of the next open

session shall include the justification for
holding the closed session, the names of those

in attendance, and the times the meeting begins

and ends. (d) An ordinance, resolution, rule,
regulation, or decision may not be finally
adopted at a closed session.

l3



session; and (ii) make a written statement of
the reason for closing the meeting, including a

citation of the authority under this section, and
a listing of the topics to be discussed. (3) If a
person objects to the closing of a session, the
public body shall send a copy of the written
statement to the Board. (4) The written
statement shall be a matter ofpublic record. (5)
A public body shall keep a copy of the written
statement for at least I year after lhe date of the
session.

Rules and Re ulations

Judicial Review

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9-513. Rules and Regulations. A public
agency may adopt rules and regulations to
maintuin order at its public agency meetings.

SMC OMA MD OMA
$9--5 14. Judicial Review. (a) ( I ) A person
denied a right conferred by this subtitle may
file a complaint for mandamus. injunction. or
other appropriate remedy in circuit court. (2) A
plaintiff need not allege or prove an irreparable
injury or an injury different from the public at

laLge. (b) A complaint under this section shall
be filed within I year after the date of the
alleged violation. (c) The court shall conduct a

hearing within 7 days after a complaint is filed.
(d) A violation of this subtitle is deemed an

injury to the public at large. (e) ( l) The court
shall issue an order that: (i) grants or denies all
or part of the relief sought; (ii) awirds
appropriate attorney's fees or costs; and (iii)
deterrnines the effect of the action alleged to be
in violation of this subtitle. (2) The court may
void an action taken at a public agency meeting
in violation of this subtitle.

$ 3-401. Apptication of section (a) Scope of
section. - ( l) This section does not apply to
the action of: (i) appropriating public funds;
(ii) imposing a tax; or (iii) providing for the
issuance of bonds, notes, or other evidences of
public obligation. (2) This section does not
authorize a court to void an action of a public
body because of any violation of this title by
another public body. (3) This section does not
affect or prevent the use of any other available
remedies. (b) Petition authorized. - (l) If a

public body fails to comply with $ 3-301, S 3-
302, $ 3-303, S 3-305, or $ 3- 306(c) of this
title, any person may file with a circuit court
that has venue a petition that asks the court to:
(i) determine the applicability of those
sections; (ii) require the public body to comply
with those sections: or (iii) void lhe action of
the public hody. 12.t lf a violation ot $ 3-102. $

3-305. or \ l-306(c ) oI this title is alleged. lhe
person shull file the petition within 45 days
after the dale of the alleged violation. t3) lf a

violation of $ 3-301 or g 3-303 of this title is
alleged, the person shall file the petition within
45 days after the public body includes in the
minutes of an open session the information

t4



specified in $ 3-306(c)(2) of this title. (4) If a

written complaint is filed with the Board in
accordance with $ 3-205 of this title, the time
between the filing of the complaint and the
mailing of the written opinion to the

complainant and the affected public body
under $ 3-207 (d) of this title may not be

included in determining whether a claim
against a public body is baned by the statute of
limitations set forth in paragraphs (2) and (3)

of this subsection. (c) Presumption. - In an
action under this section: (l) it is presumed
that the public body did not violate any
provision of this title; and (2) the
complainant has the burden of proving the
violation. (d) Authority of court. - A court
may: (1) consolidate a proceeding under this

section with another proceeding under this

section or an appeal from the action of (he

public body; (2) issue an injunction; (3)

determine the applicability of this title to the

discussions or decisions of public bodies; (4)

declare the final action of a public body void if
the court finds that the public body willfully
failed to comply with S 3-301 , $ 3-302, $ 3-

303, or $ 3-306(c) of this title and that no other

remedy is adequate; (5) as part of itsjudgment:
(i) assess against any party reasonable counsel

fees and other litigation expenses that the party

who prevails in the action incurred; and (ii)
require a reasonable bond to ensure the

payment of the assessment; and (6) grant any

other appropriate relief. (e) Petition. - 
(l) A

person may file a petition under this section

without seeking an opinion from the Board. (2)

The failure of a person to file a complaint with
the Board is not a ground for the court to stay

or dismiss a tition

Penalties
SMC OMA MD OMA

$9-515. Penalty. (a) (1) A person who
knowingly violates this subtitle more than

twice is guilty of a misdemeanor. (2) A person

who willfully violates this subtitle is guilty of
anl isdemeanor and on conviction is subiect to

S 3-402. Penalty. (a) In general. - In
accordance with $ 3-401 of this subtitle, a

public body that willfully meets with
knowledge that the meeting is being held in
violation of this subtitle is sub ect to a civil

l5



imprisonment not exceeding I year or a fine
not exceeding $1,000 or both. (b) If a civil
order finding the defendant in violation of this
subtitle is not entered at least once before the

occurrence of an alleged misdemeanor, a

violation of this subtitle is presumed not to be
willful.

penalty not to exceed: (l) $250 for the first
violation; and (2) $1,000 for each subsequent
violation that occurs within 3 years after the
first violation. (b) Determination of fine. -When determining the amount of a fine under
subsection (a) of this section, the court shall
consider the financial resources available to
the public body and the ability of the public
body to pay the fine

t6
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OPEN MEETINGS LAW

PUBLIC SCHOOLS _ APPLICATION OF ST. I\IARY'S OPEN
MEETINGS ACT AND OTHER OPEN MEETINGS LAWS TO THE
ST. MARY,S CoUNTY BoARD oF EDUCATION

September 7, 201 0

M ichuel .1. Martirano, Superintendent
St. Mary'5 Countl, Pn61;1 Schools

The Honorable Roy Dys6n
Marvland Stute Senate

You each requested our opinion as to whether the St. Mary's
County Board of Education ("St. Mary's Board") may convene in a
closed session when performing an "administrative function" as

defined under the State Open Meetings Act ("State OMA"). Under
the State OMA, county boards of education need not meet in open
session when they are performing an "administrative function" and
when the State education larv does not otherwise require an open
meeting. However, unlike other local boards of education, the St.
Mary's Board is also subject to the St. Mary's Open Meetings Act
("St. Mary's OMA"). The St. Mary's OMA does not have a specific
exclusion for an "administrative function," but has different
limitations on its scope. Both the State OMA and the St. Mary's
OMA defer to any "more stringent" law requiring open meetings.

In our opinion, as a result of the St. Mary's Open Meetings
Act, the St. Mary's Board must meet in open session for many, if not
most, activities that would qualify as an administrative function
under the State OMA and for which another local board oieducation
may be permitted to hold a closed session. However, some activities
that do not trigger the open meeting requirements olthe State OMA
or education law are also outside the scope of the St. Mary's OMA.
For example, we understand that there ate sessions in which the
Superintendent of Schools (or the Superintendent's staf0 reports to
the Board solely for informational purposes on matters that are

within the purview of the Superintendent, that do not involve the
formulation ofsubstantive policy, and that do not require any action
by the Board. Such briefings not only would be an administrative
function under the State OMA and beyond the scope of the open

[9s Op. Att'y
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meeting requiretrrents of the State education law, but also would not
amount to "ofllcial action" that triggers the open meeting
requirement of the St. Mary's OMA. Thus, the St. Mary's Board
need not conduct those briefings in open session.r

I

Open Meetings Laws

The St. Mary's Board, like most pr.rblic bodies in St. Mary's
County, is subject to both the State OMA and the St. Mary's OMA.
Meetings of the St. M ary's Iloard are also governed by provisions of
the State education [a*, concerning meetings of county boards of
education. These statutes have similar purposes but are not identical
in scope or procedural requirements.

A. State Open Meetings Act

The State OMA was initially enacted by the General Assembly
inl977. Chapter 863, Laws of Maryland 1977,todi/ied as amettded

d, Annotated Code of Maryland, State Government Article ("SG")'

S l0-501 elseq. While the statute does not grant the public a right to
participate in meetings, it does afford the public the "right to observe
ihe deiiberative process and tl.re making of decisions by [a] public
body at open meetings." Citl: s1 lltt' Carrollton t' Rogers' 287 Md'
56.72. 4lO A.2d 1070 (1980). When the State OMA applies to a

meeting, the session must be open to the pubtic' sudect to a limited
numbei of exceptions. SG $$10-505; l0-507(a).r When a public
body chooses to close a meeting under one of the exceptions. it must

follow certain procedures set forth in the statute. See SG

I Counsel to the St. Mary's Board provided us with his legal analysis

and concluded that a session need not be open if it is devoted to the

Superintendent providing infonnation to the Board on matters under the

Superintendent'i authori-[y unrelated to any deliberation or action by the

Bo^ard. For the reasons sel forth in this opinion. we agree with that
conclusion, although we note that the St. Mary's BoaJd likely must meet
in open session ',ihen conducting other matters that fall within the

defi nition ol administrative lunction.

I The meeting may be closed for 14 specific purposes set forth in the

statute. .See SG $f0-568(a). The exceptions are strictly construed and,

durins the course oflhe closed session. ihe public body may not consider
any niutt". outside the relevant exception. SG $10-508(b) and (c)'

1s3
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$$10-506(b)(3) (notice); l0-508(d) (closure procedures);
I 0-509( c )( 2 ) (subsequent d isc lo s ures ). '

Definitions of key terms in the State OMA limit its scope. The
statute applies only to "public bodies." SG $ l0-502(h) (definition
of "public body"). Under the Act, a public body "tneets" r,r'hen a

quorumo of the public body convenes "for the consideration or
transaction of public business." SG $10-502(g); see also SG Sl0-
503(a)(2) (State OMA does not apply to chance encounters or social
gatherings). Ho*'ever, the State OMA is not triggered every time a

public body meets. Application ofthe statute turns on the "function"
that the public body is performing at the meeting.

The open meeting and procedural requiretnents of the State

OMA apply when the public body meets to perform a "legislative,"
"q uasi-legis lative," or "advisory" function, as those functions are

defined in the State Open Meetings Act. See SG $ l0-502(c), (f), ().
However. the statute generally does not apply to a public body rvhen

it is perfbrming a "judicial" or "quasi-j udicial," or "adn.rinistrative"
function. alt of rvhich are also defined in the Act. See SG $10-
502(b), (e). (i): $ l0-501(a)( I ).'

r Other provisions of the State OMA address the conduct of
meetings, minutes, disclosure requirements when a public body closes a

meetin-o coverned bv thc Act to consider a nlalter thal constitules an

adnriniitritive function, the Open Meetings Compliance Board, and
enforcement of the Act.

'Unless a different number is prescribed by larv, a "quorum" is a
majority of the members of the public body. SG $10-502(k).

5 The General Assemblv has also directed that the State OMA
applies whenever a public bo<iy is meeting to consider: (l).granting a

license or permit, oi (2) a special exception, variance, conditional use,

zoning classification. the enfbrcement ofany zoning^law or regulation, or
any oii.rer zoning matter. SG $ l0-503(b). Neither of those circumstances
appears relevanl lo your inquiries.
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(1) "Administrative function" means the
administration of:

(i) a law of the State:
(ii) a larv ofa political subdivision ofthe State; or
(iii) a rule, regulation, or bylaw of a public body.

(2) "Administrative function" does not
include:

an advisory function;
a judicial function;
a legis lative function;
a quasi-judicial function; or
a quasi-legis lative function.

(i)
( ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(v)

sG $r0-502(b).

It is not immediately obvious what activities are encompassed
by this definition. See 78 Opinions of-the Attornev General 275
( iqq:). fne Open Meetings Compliance Board. an independent
udui.o.y body charged with conitruing the State OMA,' has

developed a two-step analysis to determine whether a particular
activity is an administrative function. See, e.g..6 OMCB Opinions
145, 117 (2009); 6 OMCB Opinions 23.25-26 (2008); sec also 86

Opinions of the Attorney Ge neral 94.ll5-17 (2001). The first step

i' In one respect, the State OMA regulates sessions that carry out an

adnrinistrative function. lf a public body reccsses a public session to carry

out an administratire functton outaide the public's rteu. certain
infomration concerning the closecl session must be made public as part of
the minutes ofthe public body's next meeting. SG $l0-503(c).

'Before October I. 2006, the State OMA used the term "executive
function" rather than "administrative function." A 2006 amendment
renamed the function without changing the substance of the definition'
Chapter 584, Larvs of Maryland 2006.

' See SG $ l0-502. I et .seq.

Your inquiries concern the exclusion for administrative
functions.(' The term "administrative function"T is defined as

follows:
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is to evaluate rvhether the meeting falls rvithin any other function
defined in the statute. If it does, the analysis ends because, by
definition, the rneeting does not involve an administrative function.
SG S l0-503(b)(2). If the session does not involve one of the other
defined functions, the second step is to evaluate whetlier the public
body is involved in the administration of an existing law, rule, or
regulation (as opposed to the development of nerv policy). If it is.
the rneeting likely involves an adm inistrative f'unction and the State
OMA does not apply; if not. the discussion is not an adrrinistrative
functron and the State OMA does apply."

The State OMA recognizes that other larvs may also govern
meetings of some bodies. In the event of a cor.rflict with another law,
the open meeting and procedural requirements of the State OMA
prevail "unless the other law is more stringent." SG $10-504.
Although the term "urore stringent" is not deilned, it is understood
to mean a law that grants the public greater access. Ci 4' o.f College
Park v. Cotter.309 Md.573,586, 525 A.2d 1059 (1987) (State

OMA establishes only minirlrum standards for open meetings).

Other laws governing meetings of the St. Mary's Board are

found in portions the State education law relating to local boards of
education. Also, the St. Mary's OMA. which applies to meetings of
most public bodies in St. Mary's County, specifically applies to the

St. M ary's Board.

B. State Educttion Lstr

Two provisions of the State education law impose an open
meeting requirenent on the St. Mary's Board. One provision applies
to all county boards of education; the other is specific to the St.

Mary's Board. Both statutes permit the Board to meet in "executive
session" - r.e., a closed session in some circumstances.

Under Annotated Code of Maryland, Education Article ("ED")'
$4-107(d), a county board must take all of its "final actions" at a
public mecting and the minutes of that ureeting are to be avarlable
publicly, ED $4-107(dX l). The statute authorizes a county board

' The Open Meetings Compliance Board has opined that, in an

unusual situatibn where a meeting involves none ofthe defined functions'
the State OMA applies. zl OMCB Opiniotrs l2(2004)l lOMCBOpinions
96,98 (1994).
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to meet and deliberate in executive session for matters concerning
land and site acquisition and personnel and labor relations. ED $4-
107(dX2). This provision has been part ofthe State education law
since 1969. Chapter 405, S l, Larvs of Maryland 1969. When
recodifying it as part ofthe Education Article, the Legislature made
clear that it did not supersede any "more stringent" provisions ofthe
State OMA. Chapter 22, $8, Laws of Maryland 1978.

ED $3- I 104 pertains solely to the St. Mary's Board. It requires
the St. Mary's Board to meet at least once a month. ED $3- I 104(a).
All "actions" of the Board are to be taken at a public meeting; the
record of the lneeting and any actions taken is to be r.nade public.
ED $3-l104(b). However, the statute permits the St. Mary's Board
to meet and deliberate in executive session, so long as any actions
and votes taken at the session are made public. ED S3-l104(c).
This provision was added to the education law rvhen the St. Mary's
Board was converted from an appointed to an elected board.
Chapter 292,12, Lau's of Maryland 1996.

C. St. Mary's OMA

The St. Mary's OMA was initialty enacted by the General
Assembly in 1976 - a year before the State OMA. Chapter 715,
Laws of Maryland 197 6, codif ied as amendert at Annotated Code of
Maryland, Article 24, S4-201 cl seg. Subject to certain enumerated
exceptions,r0 the St. Mary's OMA applies to a meeting of a "public
ug.n.y" in St. Mary's county. ,q.rtiCle 24, $"s4-202(b)l 4-203(a).rr

'o The St. Mary's OMA does not apply to meetings of the judicial
branch, grandjuries, petitjunes, or law enforcement agencies. Article 24,

li4-20e.

'r The term "public agency" is defined as follows:

"Public agency" includes:
(l) Anyagency. assembly. authorrty. board.

bureau commission, committee, council, or
department of St. Mary's County, except as
provided in $4-209 of this subtitle, including
advisory and quasi-judicial agencies, supported in
whole or in part by public funds or authorized to
expend public funds:

(continued...)
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The definition of "public agency" explicitly includes the St. Mary's
County Board ofEducation. Article 24, S4-202(d)(2).rl

The St. Mary's OMA requires that "[a]ll meetings ola public
agency at which offlcial action is taken regarding public business are
open to the public, except as provided in [the exceptions set forth in]
$4-210." Article 24, $4-203(a). The term "meeting" is defined for
purposes of the St. Mary's OMA as "the convening of a quorum of
the constituent menrbership of a public agency to deliberate or act
upon a matter over which the public agency has supervision, control,
jurisdiction or advisory power." Article 24, S4-202(b).

The term "public business" involves "all matters within the
jurisdiction of a public agency which are before [that] agency for
official action or which reasonably, foreseeably may come before
that agency in the future." Article 24, $4-202(e). Like the State
OMA, the St. Mary's OMA is not limited to sessions involving final
action by the agency. The term "official action" is defined to mean
"the phases of the process in which a decision or recomrnendation
is reached including receipt of information, deliberation and decision

Ir(...continued)

(2) The St. Mary's CountY Board of
Education; and

(3) Subcommittees and other subordinate
units of the agencies above.

Article 24, $4-202(d). The original legislation used the term "public
body" in addition to "public agency" but was amended the following year
to cbnform the usage in the statute to a single temr. See Chapter 715,
Laws of Maryland 1976 and Chapter 61 7, Laws of Maryland 1977
Although the term "agency" might appear to extend the St. Mary's OMA
to individual ofhcials, the definition of a "meeting" makes clear that the
term "public agency''is limited to meetings of a multi-member entity as

opposad to a meeting conducted by an individual official who heads a
paiticular agency. Aiticle 24. $4-202(b) (defining "meeting" to be the
i'convening ofa quorum ofthe constituent membership"). 89 Opinions of
the Attorner- General 22,25-27 (2004).

r: The specific reference to the St. Mary's Board was added by
Chapter 77, Laws of Maryland 1995. This amendment simply confirmed
prioi advice of this Office that the original version ofthe statute applied
io the St. Mary's Board. Letter of Advice from Assistant AttorneJ
General Sandra J. Cohen to the Hor.rorable John F. Slac]e. III(January 17,

1995) (copy available in legislative bill file on House Bill 647 (1995)).
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II

Countv School Boards

Under the State education law, a local school board is charged
with general control of educational matters in its county' subject to
direction tiom the State Board of Education and State

Superintendent. ED $4- 101 et seq. ln carrying out its role, a county
boir<1 appoints the county superintendent and other school
personnel, sets salaries and school policies, prepares an annual
budget lor the scl.tool system, and approves the curriculum guide and

courses ofstudy. among other things. ED $$4-103,4-108,4-111'4-
20 1. 5-101. The county superintendent is the executive officer,
secretary, and treasurer of the school board. and is responsible for,
among other things, approving school board contracts' evaluating

rr Sec(ion 4-210 lists ll exceptions to the open meeting
requirernent, two of which are specific to the St. Mary's Board. Article
24: $4-110(aX2) (meeting relating to discipline of student). (a)(3)
(discirssions conceming specific students, families, orpersonnel when the
discussion may be harmful to those individuals).

'' Other provisions of the St. Mary's OMA address notice
requirements, meeting facitities, minutes, recording a1ld broadcasting of
meetings, maintenanct of order. and enforcement and penalties.

The St, Mary's OMA also applies to certain staff meetings.
However, stalfmeetings are not subject to all the procedural requirem,ents
that apply to a meeting ofa "public agency." SeeArticle 1a, SS+-202(g).
4-203ib), 4-207 (c\; see also 89 opinions ofthe Attornel' General22'24-
2s (2004).

ofa public agency." Article 24, $a-202(c). Thus, it covers the entire
deliberative process.

Unlike the State OMA, the St. Mary's OMA does not linlit the
scope of the open meetings requirement by reference to the
"functions" of a meeting. Rather, the statute provides an exclusive
list of reasons for which meetings of a public agency may be closed
to the public. Article24, S4-2 l0. rr And, similar to the State OMA,
the St. Mary's OMA provides that in the event of a conflict between
the St. Mary's OMA and other law, the provisions of the St. Mary's
OMA controlunless "provisions of existing law are more stringent."
Article 24, {i4-2 14.'4
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school instructionaI programs, overseeing the professional
development of teachers, and advising on the initial proposed
budget. ED 5$4-102, 4-205, 5-101. Much of the day-to-day
administration ofthe schools is delegated to the local superintendent.
Yet the school board has ultit.nate responsibility fbr the school
system.

III

Analysis

A. Discerning the More Stringent Law

Both of your inquiries concern the extent to which the St.

Mary's Board may meet in closed session when perfbrming an

administrative function. as defined in the State OMA. Unlike other
local boards ofeducation, the St. Mary's Board is also subject to the

St. Mary's OMA and to ED $3-1104. Both the State OMA and St.

Mary's OMA require application of the "more stringent" open
meeting lau,. Thus, in order to determine rvhether a particular
session must be open, the St. Mary's Board must consider how the

State OMA, the St. Mary's OMA, and any applicable provisions of
the Education Article (including ED $3-l 104) would apply and then
comply with whatever law requires greater transparency in the

particular circumstances.

B. St te OMA - "Functions" Performed by County School
Boards

As the Open Meetings Compliance Board has noted, many of
the duties of a county school board rvould be classified under the

State OMA as legislative or quasi-legis lative functions subject to the

openness and procedural requirements of that statute. 3 OMCB
()pinions 39 (2000) ("2000 OMCB Opinion") But the Compliance
Board has also acknowledged in several opinions that some activities
of local school boards do nol involve policy-making and fall within
tl.re administrative function exclusion. ld.; see also 6 OMCB
Opinions 145 (2009); 6 OMCB Opinions 23 (2008). For example,
a budget strategy session held by a county board of education, the

making ol an appointment by the board, and discussions about
attend;nce at retirement ceremonies have each been found to be
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In each of the instances identified in Cornpliance Board
opinions as involving an administrative function, the loca[ school
board was not performing any of the other defined functions in the
State OMA nor making policy decisions. Rather, the school boards
were carryin-rg out their obligation under the State education law to
oversee the operations olthe school systeni and the performance of
the local superintendent. Accordingly, those actions were deemed
administrative functions not subject to the open meeting and
procedural requirements of the State OMA.

C. Application oJ ED $4-107(tl)

ED S4- 107(d) requires a county board ofeducation to take any
"flnal action" in a public ureeting and authorizes closed sessions for
meetings in certain circumstances. If a particular administrative
function performed by a county board does not involve taking "linal
action" on a matter, ED \4-107(d) likervise would not require that
the meeting be open. Thus, ED 54-107(d) would not require a

different result from the State OMA in those circumstances i.e., it
would not be a "more stringent" law. For example, a briefing by the
superintendent on matters within the purview of the superintendent'
and on which no board action would be required. would be outside
the open meeting mandate of ED S.{- 107(d).

D. Application of Laws Speciilc to the St. Mary's Board

l. St. Marv's OMA

The St. Mary's OMA broadly defines "meeting" to include a

gathering ol an agency "to deliberate or act upon a matter over
which the ... agency has supervision, control. j urisdiction or advisory
powel ." The open meeting requirement is triggered if the agency is

r5 At the time of the 2000 OMCB opinion, "administrative function"
was called "executive function." See note 7 above. In describing the
conclusions of that opinion in the text wc use the cunent label
"administrative function" to avoid confusion.

adnrinistrative functions. 2000 OMCB Opinion at 43-44.t5
Briefings by the superintendent or the superintendent's staff
concerning matters under the superintendent's authority, and lvhich
do not involve policy matters to be addressed by the board, would
also be an administrative firnction. Id. at 42.
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to take "official action ... regarding public business..." at the
meeting. Article 24, $4-203(a). By definition, "olficial action" is
not limited to final action by the agency. Rather, it includes all
phases of a decision-making process "in which a decision or
recommendation is reached." Article 24, $4-202(c) (emphasis
added). It specifically includes the sharing of information as part of
the decision-naking process. Id. The phrase "public business" is
also broadly defined. Article 24, $4-202(e) ("all matters within
jurisdiction of a public agency..."). However, as is evident, the term
"official action" does conteulplate that the agency will at sonte point
consider acting - i.e., making a dt:cision or recommendation on a

matter before it.

In our vielv, the open meeting requirement of the St. Mary's
OMA would apply to many adtninistrative functions described in
the OMCB opinions. Many such meetings will be part of the
process by which the Board takes "official action" on some l.natter.
For example, unless a specific exception in the St. Mary's OMA
pertained, the open meeting requirement would apply rvhen the
Board discusses its budget strategy. However, a limited range of
actir,ities that fall within administrative function under the State
OMA would not trigger the open meeting requirement of the St.
Mary's OMA. ln this category are some briefings ol the Board by
the Superintendent or the Superintendent's staff.

For example, ifa briefing session consisted solely ofreports to
the Board, for inlormational purposes, of actions taken by the
Superintendent or staff on matters rvithin their authority and not
requiring Board approval or the formulation of Board policy. that
briefing would not involve "official action" and could be done in a

closed session. Although such a brieling would allow the Board to
monitor the Superintenden t's performance and be better informed on
the operation of the schools, it would not be part of a process by
which the Board would make a "decision or reconr mendation. "
Therefore, the session would not involve "official action" subject to
the open meeting requirement of the St. Mary's OMA. Article 24,

s4-202(b).

2. ED S3-1104

While ED $3-1104 broadly requires a "public n.reeting" for all
"actions" of the St. Mary's Board, its equally broad allowance for
executive sessions would presumably encompass sessions at which
the Board is performing an administrative function. It would be
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"more stringent" than the State OMA only in requiring that any
actions and votes at such a session be made public.

IV

Conclusion

In our opinion, the St. Mary's Board must meet in open sesston
for many, if not most, activities that would qualify as an
administrative function under the State OMA and for which another
local board of education could legally meet in closed session.
However, some activities that are an adrninistrative function tlnder
the State OMA and that are outside the scope of the open meeting
requirenlents ofthe State education law are also outside the scope of
the St. Mary's OMA. One example would be a session in which the
Superintendent or other stalT report to the Board solely for
informational purposes on matters within the Superintendent's
purvierv, so long as the briefing involved no formulation of
substantive policy and did not require any action by the Board. Such
a briefing would not only be an administrative function under the

State OMA, and outside the scope of the State education law's open
meeting requirements, but would also not meet the deiinition of
"officiaI action" that triggers the open meeting requirement ofthe St.

Mary's OMA. Thus, the St. Mary's Board need not conduct those
briefings in open session.

Douglas F. Gansler
A ttornev General

William R. Varga
Assista t Atlorne_y General
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Chie/ Counsel
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James R. Gu1. President

F.ric Colvin. Comrn issioner
Michael L. [{e* itt. Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E, O'Connor, Cornm issioner,";.

September 29.2020

The Honorable Mattheu Morgan
Maryland House ol Delegates
J l0 Housc Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis. N{D 2l 401

Re: St. l\'lary's County -'l'o repeal ti9-501 through $9-516 olthe Locul Goltrnment ,.lrticle to
repeal the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Acr and requirc rhat Sr. Mary's Countl' lollou
lhe State Open Meetings Act onll'

Dear Chairman Morgan

The Commissioners of 51. Mary,'s Countl,support the request to repeal S9-501 through li9-
5 l6 of the Local Goyernment ArtiL'le of the Annototed Code of lt{ory'land (the St. Mary's Counry'
Open Meetings Act) and to require that St. Mary's County fbllorv the State Open Meetings act
onll as do all the other counties in the Statc of Maryland. as requested by Commissioner Eric
Colvin.

\\'e appreciate the introduction of'this legislation and believe this legislation rvill benelit the
citizens of St. Mary's County. We look forward to working u'ith you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerelr.
CO IVIISSIONI]RS OF ST. IVIARY.S COLINI.\,

f &./"
ames Rand1. Gu1'. President

( sll(:,ABis,'
I:'( onsenl/2020 l.16

Cc: Senator Jack llailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner lvlichael Heu itt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County Attorney

p.o. Box 653 . citESAPEAKE BLtlLDlNC r 4l 770 BALDRI[)(;r sr., LEoNARUrowN, MD 20650
pHoNE 30 1.475..1200 ' I 350 . F^x l0 | .475 -,1935 . w$\+.stman'smd.com ' CSMC@S rMARYsluD.( oM
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James R. Guy. President
Eric Colvin. Cornmissioner

Michael I-. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner
\.

HB - St. Mary's County -
Repeal of Open Meetings Act

SUPPORT

.202t

Delegate , Chair
Cornmittee

I{ouse Office Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Re: House Bill #: - St. Mary's County - Repeal of Open Meetings Act
Hearing on 20zt

Dear Chairrnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: _ St. Mary's County

- Repeal of Open Meetings Act which is being heard in the
on ,2021.

Comrnittec

We request a favorable report on House Bill _. We support the introduction of this
Iegislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Srncerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

('c Senator Jack Bailey
Delcgate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewift
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDINC ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 30 t.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx301.475.4935 r wurv.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM
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James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County -
Repeal of Open Meetings Aot

SUPPORT

2ti21

Senator CIiair
Cornmittee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I lBladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County Repeal of Open Meetings Act
Hearing on 2011

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: _ St. Mary's County -
Repeal of Open Meetings Act which is being heard in the

.202t.
Committee on

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gcrald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissione'r Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rcbecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Aftomcy

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNC . 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301.475.4935 r www.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARY,S CoUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIoN AND CoMMTSSToNERS oF ST. I\TARY'S CoUNTY

OCTOBER 6,2020.{r 6:00 P.u.
4 1 770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

REQTIESToR: STEPHEN WALKER, DIRECTORI DEPARTMENT OF EMERGENCY SERVICES

ADDRESS: 23090 loo^-lnn HALL DRtvE. t,EoNARDTowN MD 20650

TELEPHoNE:
ENIAIT,:

(30t)475-4200 x72r2t
STEPIIEN.WALKER@]STMARYSIlID.COM

LEGrsr.ATIvE REFERENCE: Annotated Code: Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article $10-402

FrscAL IMPACT: Yss _X_ No _
The cameras have already been purchased. The only cost is the agreement with the vender for the cloud

storage and that cost is just under S I ,000.00 a year. The policy is already written and was taken from the

Sheriff's Department and adapted to us, but complying with the law. There could be some additional

modifications, but won't take much if needed.

To amend Courts and Judicial Proceedings Article $ l0-402(c)(1 I ) to allow St. Mary's County
Animal Control Officers to wear body rvom cameras to record their encounters and activities. St. Mary's
County Animal Control Officers conduct patrol, enforce the animal control ordinance and have multiple
encounters with citizens and animals. Body wom cameras would ensure safety of the public and the

animal control officers, improve accountability, and provide transparency lor conduct and behavior.

$ l0-402. Interception of communications generally; divulging contents of
communications; violations of subtitle

(c) Lawful acts. --
(11) (i) l. In this paragraph the following words have the meanings indicated.

2. "Body-wom digital recording device" means a device wom on the person of a law enforcement

officer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER that is capable of
recording video and intercepting oral communications.

3. "Electronic control device" has the meaning stated in S 4-109 of the Crirninal Law Article.

August 26 Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.rn.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate,

SUBJECT MATTER: BoDy woRN cAt\IIIRAS FoR ANINIAL co,r-TRoL oFFICERS
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MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY,S COUNTY
310 HoLsE Orrrce Bulloluc
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ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
matt.morsan@house.state.md.us

(ii) It is lawful under this subtitle for a law enforcement officer, OR A ST. MARY'S
COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER in the course of the officer's regular duty to
intercept an oral communication with a body-worn digital recording device or an electronic
control device capable of recording video and oral communications it

l. The law enlorcement officer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICER is in uniform or prominently displaying the officer's badge

or other insignia;
2. The law enforcement officer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICER is making reasonable elforts to conform to standards in
accordance with $ 3-51I ofthe Public Safety Article for the use ofbody-wom
digital recording devices or electronic control devices capable ofrecording video

and oral communications;

3. The law enforcement officer, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL
CONTROL OFFICER is a party to the oral communicationi
4. Law enforcement, OR A ST. MARY'S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL
OFFICER notifies, as soon as is practicable, the individual that the individual is

being recorded, unless it is unsafe, impractical, or impossible to do so; and

5. The oral interception is being rrade as parl ofa videotape or digital recording.



Md, COURTS AND JUDICIAL PROCEED,A,GS Code Ann.610-402

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > coURTs AND JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS > TITLE 10.

EVIDENCE > SUBTITLE 4. WIRETAPPING AND ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE

S 10-402. lnterception of communications generally; divulging contents of
communications; violations of subtitle

(a) Unlawful acts. -Except as otherwise specifically provided in this subtitle it is unlawful for any person to:

(1)Willfully intercept, endeavor to intercept. or procure any other person lo intercept or endeavor to

intercept, any wire. oral. or electronic communication:

(2)Willfully disclose, or endeavor to disclose. to any other person the contents of any wire. oral, or
electronic communication, knowing or having reason to know that the information was obtained through

the interception of a wire. oral, or electronic communication in violation of this subtitle; or

(3)Willfully use. or endeavor to use. the contents of any wire. oral, or electronic communication.

knowing or having reason to know that the information was obtained through the interception ofa wire,

oral. or electronic communication in violation of this subtitle.

(b) Penalty. -Any person who violates subsection (a) oi this section is guilty of a felony and is subject to

imprisonment for not more than 5 years or a flne of not more than S 10.000, or both.

(c) Lawful acts. -
(1)

(illt is lawful under this subtitle for an operator of a switchboard. or an officer, employee, or agent of

a provider of wire or eleclronic communication service, whose facilities are used in the transmission

of a wire or electronic communication to intercept. disclose, or use that communication in the

normal course of his employment while engaged in any activity which is a necessary incident to the

rendition of his service or to the protection of the rights or property of the provider of that service.

except that a provider of wire communications service to the public may not utilize service

observing or random monitoring except for mechanical or service quality control checks.

(ii)

1.lt is lawful under this subtitle for a provider of wire or electronic communication service. its

officers. employees, and agents. landlords. custodians or other persons to provide information,

facilities, or technical assistance to persons authorized by federal or State law to intercept wire.

oral. or electronic communications or to conduct electronic surveillance, if the provider, its

officers, employees. or agents. landlord. custodian, or other specified person has been

provided with a court order signed by the authorizing iudge directing the provision of

information, facilities, or technical assistance.

2.The order shall set forth the period of time during which the provision of the information,

facililies. or technical assistance is authorized and specify the information, facilities. or technical

assistance required. A provider of wire or electronic communication service. its officers,

employees, or agents. or landlord. custodian. or other specified person may not disclose the

existence of any interception or surveillance or the device used to accomplish the interceplion

or surveiltance with respect to which the person has been furnished an order under this

subparagraph. except as may otherwise be required by legal process and then only after prior

ANGELA BLONDINO
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notification to the.iudge who granted the order. if appropriate, or the State's Attorney of the
county where the device was used. Any such disclosure shall render the person liable for
compensatory damages. No cause of action shall lie in any court against any provider of wire
or electronic communication service, its officers, employees, or agents. landlord. custodian. or
other specified person for providing information. facilities, or assistance in accordance with the

terms of a court order under this subtitle.

(2Xi) This paragraph applies to an interception in which:

1.The investigative or law enforcement officer or other person is a party to the communication: or

2,One of the parties to lhe communication has given prior consent to the interception.

(iillt is lawful under this subtitle for an investigative or law enforcement officer acting in a

criminal investigation or any other person acting at the prior direction and under the supervision

o, an investigative or law enforcement officer to intercept a wire, oral, or electronic

communication in order to provide evidence:

'l.Of the commission of:

A.Murder:

B.Kidnapping;

C.RaPe;

D.A sexual offense in the first or second degree;

E.Child abuse in the first or second degree:

F.Child pornography under $ 1 1'207, S 11'208, ot 6 11-208.1 of theC minal Law

Arlicle:

G.Gambling:

H.Robbery under S 3-402 or 3-403 Criminal Law

l.A felony under Title 6, Subtitle 1 of the Criminal Law Article;

J.Bribery;

K.Extortion:

L.Dealing in a controlled dangerous substance. including a violation of $ 5'617 or 6 5-

619 of the Criminal Law Aiiclei

M.A fraudulent insurance act, as defined in Title 27. Subtitle 4 0f the lnsurance Article:

N.An offense relating to destructive devices under 6 4-503 of the Criminal Law Afiicle,

O.A human trafficking offense under Title 3, Subtitle 11 of the Criminal Law Article:

P-Sexual solicitation of a minor under 3-324 of the iminal Law Adicl

Q.An offense relating to obstructing justice under S 9-302. S 9-303. or € 9-305 ofthe

Criminal Law Afticle

R.Sexual abuse of a minor undet 6 3-602 of the criminal Law Afticle,

S.A theft scheme or continuing course of conduct tnder S 7-103(fl of the Ciminal Law

Article involving an aggregate value of property or services of at least $ 10.000:

T.Abuse or neglect of a vulnerable adult under $ 3-604 or 6 3-605 of the Criminal Law

Article,

U.An offense relating to Medicaid fraud unde( 65 8-509 throuah 8-515 of the Criminal

Law Article.

ANGELA BLONDINO
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V.An offense involving a firearm under $ 5-134, S 5-136, S 5-138, S 5-140, S 5-141, or
5-144 of t /ic S fet rti le. ot

W.A conspiracy or solicitation to commit an offense listed in items A through V of this
item: or

2.1t.

A.A person has created a barricade situation; and

B.Probable cause exists for the investigative or law enforcement officer to believe a

hostage or hostages may be involved.

(3)lt is lawful under this subtitle for a person to intercept a wire. oral, or electronic communication where
the person is a party to the communication and where all of the parties to the communication have
given prior consent to the interception unless the communication is intercepted for the purpose of
committing any criminal or tortious act in violation of the Constitution or laws of the United States or of
this State.

(4Xi) lt is lawful under this subtitle for a law enforcement officer in the course of the officer's regular
duty to intercept an oral communication ir:

1.The law enforcement officer initially lalvfully detained a vehjcle during a criminal investigation or
for a traffic violation:

2.The law enforcement officer is a party to the oral communication:

3.The lalv enforcement officer has been identified as a law enforcement officer to the other parties

to the oral communication prior to any interception:

4.The law enforcement ofticer informs all other parties to the communication of the interception at

the beginning of the communication: and

5.The oral interception is being made as part of a video tape recording.

(ii)lf all of the requirements of subparagraph (i) of this paragraph are met. an interception is

lawful even if a person becomes a party to the communication following:

l.The identification required under subparagraPh (i)3 of this paragraph: or

2.The informing of the parties required under subparagraph (i)4 of this paragraph.

(s)lt is lawfut under this subtitle for an officer. employee, or agent of a governmental emergency

communications center to intercept a wire. oral, or electronic communication where the officer, agent.

or employee is a party to a conversation concerning an emergency.

(6)

(illt is lawful under this subtitle for law enforcement personnel to utilize body wires to intercept oral

communications in the course of a criminal investigation if lhere is reasonable cause to believe that

a law en{orcement officer's safety may be in jeopardy.

(ii)Communications intercepted under this paragraph may not be recorded, and may not be used

against the defendant in a criminal proceeding.

(7)lt is lawful under this subtitle for a person:

(i)To intercept or access an electronic communication made through an electronic communication

system that is conflgured so that the electronic communication is readily accessible to the general

public,

(iilTo intercept any radio communication that is transmitted:

1.By any station for the use of the general public, or that relates to ships. aircraft. vehicles. or
persons in distress:

ANGELA BLONDINO
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2.By any governmental, law enforcement. civil defense, private land mobile. or public safety
communications system. including police and fire, readily accessible to the general public;

3.By a station operating on an authorized frequency within the bands allocated to the amateur.
citizens band, or general mobile radio servicesi or

4.By any marine or aeronautical communications sysleml

(iiilTo intercept any wire or electronic communication the transmission of which is causing harmful
interference lo any Iawfully operating station or consumer electronic equipment. to the extent
necessary to identify the source of the interference: or

(iv)For other users of lhe same frequency to intercept any radio communication made through a

system that utilizes frequencies monitored by individuals engaged in the provision or the use of the
system, if the communication is not scrambled or encrypted.

(8)h is lawtul under this subtitle:

(i)To use a pen register or trap and trace device as defined under S 10-48-01 of this title: or

(ii)For a provider of electronic communication service to record the fact that a wire or electronic
communication was initiated or completed in order to protect the provider. another provider

furnishing service toward the completion of the wire or electronic communication. or a user of that
service, from fraudulent. unlaMul. or abusive use of the service.

(g)lt is lau4ul under this subtille for a person to intercept a wire or electronic communication in the

course of a law enforcement investigation of possible telephone solicitation thett if:

{i}The person is an investigative or law enforcement officer or is acting under the direction of an

investigative or law enforcement officer; and

(ii)The person is a party to the communication and participates in the communication through the

use of a telephone instrument.

(10)lt is la\,t'ful under this subtitle for a person to intercept a wire. oral, or electronic communication in

the course of a law enforcement investigation in order to provide evidence of the commission of vehicle

theft if:

(i)The person is an investigative or law enforcement officer or is acting under the direction ofan
investigative or law enforcement offlcer: and

(ii)The device through which the interception is made has been placed within a vehicle by or at the

direction of law enforcement personnel under circumstances in which it is thought that vehicle theft

may occur.

(11Xi) 1. ln this paragraph the following words have the meanings indicated.

2.'Body-worn digital recording device" means a device worn on the person of a law enforcement

officer that is capable of recording video and intercepting oral communications.

3."Eleclronic control device" has the meaning stated in $ 4-70 f the Criminal Law Arlicle

(ii)lt is lawful under this subtitle for a law enforcement officer in the course of the officer's

regular duty to intercept an oral communication with a body-worn digital recording device or an

electronic control device capable of recording video and oral communications if:

1.The law enforcement officer is in uniform or prominently displaying the officer's badge or

other insignia:

2.The law enforcemenl officer is making reasonable efforts to conform to standards in

accordance with 511 of the Public Safe for the use of body-worn digital

recording devices or electronic control devices capable of recording video and oral

communications:

ANGELA BLONDINO
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3.The law enforcement officer is a party to the oral communication,

4.Law enforcement notifies. as soon as is practicable. the individual that the individual is
being recorded, unless it is unsafe. impractical. or impossible to do so: and

s.The oral interception is being made as part of a videotape or digital recording.

(iiilFailure to notify under subparagraph (li)4 of this paragraph does not affect the admissibility
in court of the recording if the failure to notify involved an individual who joined a discussion in
progress for which proper notification was previously given.

(d) Divulging contents of communications. -
(1)Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection. a person or entity providing an electronic
communication service to the public may not intentionally divulge the contents of any communication
(other than one to the person or entity providing the service, or an agent of the person or entity) while in
transmission on that service to any person or entity other than an addressee or intended recipaent of
the communication or an agent of the addressee or intended recipient.

(2)A psrson or entity providing electronic communication service to the public may divulge the contents
of a communication:

(i)As otherwise authorized by federal or State law;

(ii)To a person employed or authorized, or whose facilities are used, to forward the communication
to its destination: or

(iii)That were inadvertently obtained by the service provider and that appear to pertain to the
commission of a crime, if the divulgence is made to a law enforcement agency.

(e) Violations of subsection (d). -
(1)Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection or in subsection (f) of this section. a person

who violates subsection (d)of this section is subject to a fine of not more than $ 10,000 or
lmprisonment for not rnore than 5 years, or both.

(2)lf an offense is a first offense under paragraph (1 ) of lhis subsection and is not for a tortious or illegal
purpose or for purposes of direct or indirect commercial advantage or private commercial gain, and the
wire or electronic communication with respect to which the offense occurred is a radio communication
that is not scrambled or encrypted. and:

(i)The communication is not the radio porlion of a cellular telephone communication. a public land
mobile radio service communication. or a paging service communication, the offender is subject to

a fine of not more than $ 1,000 or imprisonment for not more than 1 year. or both; or

(ii)The communication is lhe radio portion of a cellular telephone communication, a public land

mobrle radio service communication, or a paging service communication, the offender is subject to

a fine of not more than $ 500.

(3)Unless the conduct is for the purpose of direct or indirect commercial advantage or private flnancial
gain, conduct which would otherwise be an offense under this subsection is not an offense under lhis
subsection if the conduct consists of or relates to the interception of a satellite transmission that is not

encrypted or scrambled and that is transmitted:

(ilTo a broadcasting station for purposes of retransmission to the general public: or

(iilAs an audio subcarrier intended for redistribution to facilities open to the public. but not including

data transmissions or telephone calls.

(f) Violations of subtitle. -
(1)A person who engages in conduct in violation of this subtitle is subject to suit by the federal
government or by the State in a court of competent iurisdiction. if the communication is:
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(i)A private satellite video communication that is not scrambled or encrypted and the conduct in
violation of this subtitle is the private viewing of that communication. and is not for a tortious or
illegal purpose, or for purposes of direct or indirect commercial advantage. or private commercial
gain; or

(ii)A radio communicstion that is transmitted on frequencies allocated under Subpart D of Part 74
of the Rules of the Federal Communications Commission that is not scrambled or encrypted and
the conduct in violation of this subtitle is not for a tortious or illegal purpose or for purposes of direct
or indirect commercial advantage or private commercial gain.

(21

(i)The State is entitled to appropriate injunctive relief in an action under this subsection if the
violation is the person's first offense under subsection (e)(1)of this section and the person has not
been found liable in a prior civil action under S 10-410 ofthis subtitle.

(ii)ln an action under this subsection. if the violation is a second or subsequent offense under
subsection (e)(1) of this section or if the person has been found liable in a prior civil action under $
10-410 of this subtitle, the person is subJect to a mandatory civil fine of not less than $ 500.

(3)The court may use any means within its authority to enforce an injunction issued under paragraph

(2)(i) of this subsection, and shall impose a civil fine of not less than $ 500 for each violation of an

injunction issued under paragraph (2)(i) of this subsection.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 35. SS 93. 99: 1973. 1st Sp. Sess.. ch. 2. $ 1: 1977. ch.692. SS 2. 3: 1978, ch. 339: 1984. ch

442 1985. ch. 509: 1986. chs. 660, 7431 1988, ch. 607: 7989. ch. 5. 6 ,: ch. 527: 1992. ch. 140: 1994, ch. 105. 6 1

1997. ch. 74. S 4 ch. 343. 1998. chs. 493, 524:2000. ch.288t 2002. ch. 107: ch. 213.6 6:2004. chs. 285,539:
2005, ch. 25. 6 1 : chs. 421,491:2006. ch. 44. 6 6: ch. 300, 2011. chs. 54. 55 2012. ch. 369,2013. chs. 38. 39: ch.

43. 6 5:2015, ch. 22. 6 5'. chs. 128. 129;2018. ch. 145: 2019. ch. 21. 6 2: ch. 22, 6 2. ch. 521

Annotations

Case Notes

I. GENERAL CONSIDERATION.

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS, .-

Cha ter 2 Acts
as (cX2Xii)1P: and substituted "o" for "N" in (cX2Xii)17P

effective Oct. 1. 2004. inserted present (cx2xii)1O and redesignated former (cx2xii)1O
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Neil Murphy

From:
Sent:
To:
5ubject:

Neil Murphy
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:58 PM

Neil Murphy
RE: Body Cams

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Wednesday, September 23,2020 11:58 AM
To: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf (dstma rvsmd.com>

Cc: AnBela Blondino <Aneela. Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>
Subject: RE: Body Cams

Hi Dave.

Commissioner O'Connor asked us to research the original law that allowed law enforcement to record with their
police cruiser dash cams without the need for two party consent, more formally known as mobile videoiaudio
recorders ("MVR'). I attached the MVR policy for the St. Mary's County Sheriff s Office. Section

30.10.005.D points to the legal authority, described in more detail below.

As with body cams, the authority comes from the wiretap laws in Courts & Judicial Proceedings $ l0-402, but
under subsection (c)(4):

(4) (i) It is lawful under this subtitle for a law enforcement offrcer in the course ofthe officer's
regular duty to intercept an oral communication if:

l. The law enforcement officer initially lawfully detained a vehicle during a criminal
investigation or for a traffic violation;
2. The law enforcement officer is a party to the oral communicationi
3. The law enforcement officer has been identified as a law enforcement officer to the

other parties to the oral communication prior to any interception;
4. The law enforcement officer informs all other parties to the communication of the

interception at the beginning of the communication; and

5. The oral interception is being made as part of a video tape recording.

(ii) If all of the requirements ofsubparagraph (i) of this paragraph are met, an interception ls

lawful even if a person becomes a party to the communication following:
l. The identification required under subparagraph (i)3 of this paragraph; or
2. The informing ofthe parties required under subparagraph (i)4 of this paragraph.

I am awaiting some answers from Steve Walker regarding other jurisdictions' uses of animal control officer

body cams. He has some contacts and will advise their procedures.

Commission O'Connor also asked us to consider the statewide impacts to this amendment. As for that question,

statewide impacts are unclear, as it is hard to know what existing jurisdictions are doing now i.e., whether

they are in fact tuming off their audio when consent is denied and whether they are under the jurisdiction ofa
Sherifls Office and therefore law enforcement offices.

1



If, however, other Animal Control Officers from jurisdictions with body cams not under their Sheriff s Office
are continuing to record audio when consent is denied, our proposal could highlight the deficiencies ofthose
practices and expose those jurisdictions to liability for violating the wiretap laws. Incorrect past practices are,
of course, for those jurisdictions to consider.

Most significantly for us, however, is that we would need to create a body cam policy.

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputt County Attorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301-475-420O, ext. 71704
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email : Neil.Mumbyaal$lsqlyslsd.qals
https://www.stmarysmd.conr/

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing.
is strictly prohibited. lfyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 4:23 PM

To: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf(dstmarvsmd.com>
Cc: Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino @stma rvsmd.com>

Subject: RE: Body Cams

Hi Dave.

That's what it looks like based on the Police Training and Standards Commission Body Wom Camera policy
(the first attachment). The second attachment is what I sent originally, which is, in large part, a guide for law
enforcement agencies to use when developing their policies. The third attachment is our Sherifls Office's
policy.

The process seems tremendously detailed

Sincerely,

Neil
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qc';r This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The

message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against

unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this lorm based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskoof @stmarvsmd.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 3:10 PM

To: Neil Murphy < Neil. M urphv@stmarvsmd.com>
Cc: Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stma rvsmd.com>

Subject: RE: Body Cams

So will ES have to come up with policies as well?

David A. Weiskopf
County Attorney
St. Ma ry's County Government
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650

Phone: 301-475-4200, ext. 71703

Fax: 301-475-4650

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphv(ostmarvsmd.com>

Sent: Monday, September 21, ?020 4:07 PM

To: David Weiskopf <Davld.Weiskopf@stmarvsmd.com>
subiect: Body cams

Here's the link for the manual that the Maryland Police Training and Standards Commission came up

ll,ith: https: nrtllc.nct pdtTBodv-wom Carnera Proor:dural Refercncc Guide.ndtl They say it's reference and

advisory only and that each law enforcement agency should come up with its own policies for body cams

Sincerely,

3

Neil A. Murphy
Deputy Coun\, Attorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301 -475-4200, ext. 7 17 04
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email : Neil. Mumhy(rDstmarysmd.com
https://www.stmarysmd.com/
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Neil A. Murphy
D eputl' C oun lv Att o rnc.t'
St. Mary's County Government
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates fiom the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use of the information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. Ifyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.
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Body-worn Comero Policy

These minimum standards have been adopted by the Maryland Police Training Commission (MPTC) in

accord with 3-511 of the Public Safety Article which required the MPTC to develop and publish online a

policy for the issuance and use of a body-worn camera (BWC) by a law enforcement officer.

ln Summary:

1. Agencies must issue a written policy prior to implementing a BWC program, and it must meet or
exceed the minimum standards in this document, and

2. Every law enforcement officer using a BWC must make a reasonable effort to comply with these

standards.

gWC Policy Minimum Stondqrds Statutory Reterences

A. TESTING: Prior to beginning ea.h shift, the assigned
agency member shall perrorm a tunclion tett of the gWC

in aacordance with the manufacturer's re€ommendations
and agency policy.

PS S3-511: (11 the tesling of body-worn cameras to ensure

adequate functioninS

8. MA!EU!q!9!! Upon di5covering a BwC malfunction,
egency members shall prornptly report the malfunction
to a superviaor or other appropriate authority in
a.cordance with atency policy retarding malfunctions.

Ps 53-511: (2) the pro.edu.e for the law enrorcement officer

to lollow if the aamera fails to prope.ly operate at the

beginnilrt of or during the law enforaement officer's shift

C MANDATORY ACTIVATIO N: Subject to paragraph th.ee of
this re.ommendation below, officers rhall begin recordin8
with their BwCs in the below circumrlance! unless doinS

io would be unsafe, impossible, or impractical. It officers
are unable to betin re.ording with the BWC due to
circumstances making it unsafe, impossible, or imp.actical
to do 50, ofticers thall betin re.ording with lhe Bwc at the
first reasonable opportunity to do so.

1. At the initiation o, a callfor service or other activity
that is investigative or enforcement in nature, or an

enaounter between the offic€r and a member of the
public that is investi8ative or enforaement in nature;
and

2, Any encounter that becomes aonfrontational after
the initial contact.

3. when victims, witnesses or othet andividuals wish to
make a statement or share information, but refuse to
do sowhile being recorded, or request that lhe
camera be turned ofl, ofticerr may turn off the 8Wc
in order to obtain the statement or information. lf the
encounte. begina when the BWC is not adively
recoadin& the law ehlorcement officer may, but is

not required to, temporarily activate the BWC lor the
sole pu,pore of doaumenting the person's refusalto
be recorded.

Ps 93-511: (3) when recording is mandatory



D. elQIlglIE9-AgM4M!: A law enforcement otficer shall
not activate a aamera to aeaordi

1. Atency personnel durint routine administrative
activities; o.

2. Non-work related personal activity.

Ps 53-511: (4) when recording is prohibited

Ps 93-s11: (16) specific protections for individuals

when there is an expectation of privacy in private or

public places

E. E!9!!€_A_B!ggEp!!9: Once recording with a BWC has

been inlliated, oflice.s shall not end the recording until:
1. The event or encounter has fully concluded; or
2. The officer leaves lhe s(ene and anticipates no

turther involvemenl in the event; or
3. A supervisor or agency policy haa authoriled that a

recording may ceaie because the ofticer is no longer
enSaged in a related enforcement or investigative
activity; or,

4. when victimr, witnesses or other individuals wish to
make a iiatement or share inlormation but refuse to
do so while being recorded, or request that the
camera be turned off, offiaers may turn oft the 8WC
in order to obtain the statement or information.

PS 53-511: (7) when a recording may be ended

F. NOTIFICATION:

1. Except as otherwise exempted by law, a law
enforcement officer shall notity, as soon as is

practicable, the individualthal the individual is being
reaorded, unlers it is uniafe, impractiaal, or impossible
to do 5o.

2. The notice provision is salisfied eeen if anolher
individual becomes a pafty to the tommunication
after the initial notice has been provided.

Ps S3-511: (8) providing notice oI recordint

Ps 93-51r: (15) notification requi.ements when

another individual becomes a party to the

communication following the initial notification

PS 63-511: (6)when recording may require consent

of a subject being recorded

G. ggIEQE{IlAllnli
1. teased or purchased 8WC equipment and all

recordints are the propertY of the law entorcement
atenry, and only BWC equipment apptoved by

agency policy shall be worn.
2. Ex(ept as authorized by agency policy, topyint,

releasinB, alterint, erasing or allowint unauthori2ed
viewint oI an agency video recording (or portion
thereof) i5 prohibited and may subject an officer to
dtsciplinary action.

PS q3-511: (9) access to and confidentiality of recordings



H, REOUIRED STORAGE AND MAINTENANCE OF

RECORDINGS:

1. AII files shall be se.urely saved and stored in
accordance with aBen(y policy.

2. Each atency's written policy shall include
standards and proaedures that add.ess:

a. security and access control, and
b- creation of audit trails and access logs.

3. Each aSen[y ihall retain an unedited oritinal
version of stored bodv-worn camera footage, and
should log anylime the Iootage is viewed, for
what lengh ot time and by whom, .J well ar any
.opying or editinS.

Ps 53-511: (10) the secure storage of data from a

body--worn camera

] REVIEW OF RECORDINGS:

1. Agencies' wrltten poli.ies shall include when members
may view BWC recordints. Reasons to view and u5e

recordints may include, but not be limited tor
a. Repori wriling or preparatioh of other otficial

docurnents;
b. Court preparation;
a. Review of proseaution evidence;
d. Victim/witness/suspect statementr;
e. Caime rcenes;
f. Statement of charges;

t. Adminiitrative inveititations;
h. T.aining;
i. Pertoamance review;

i. ln.ident critiquej
k. Maryland Public lnrormation Act (MPIA) requesti;
l. PoliE, .ompliance;
m. Diialosures required by law.

2. Additional .onsiderationr:
a, A BWC recordant ot a constitutionally p.otected

activity may not be used to identify persons

present at the activity who are not suspected o,
beint entaged in illegalactivity or in need ot
assistance.

b. The stored video aod audio data lrom a body
worn camera maY not:

i. be u,ed to create a database or pool of muB
shots;

ii. be used as fillers in photo arrays; or
iii. be searched uaingtacial orvoice recotnition

software.
c. This subsection does not prohibit an atency from

using recognition roftware lo analyze the
recording of a particular incldent when a
supervisory law enfor.ement oflicer has reason

to believe that a specific suspect or perron in need

of aisistance may be subject of a particular
recording.

Ps 5 3 - 511: (11) review ahd use ot recordings



l. RETENTION OF RECORDS: An atency's written policy shall
include retention period(s) for BWc recordings

PS S 3 - 511: (12) retention of recordings

K. DISSEMINATION AND REIEASE OF RECORDINGS: BWC

video/audio re.ordings from body cameras willbe released
a5 required by the MPIA or other tovernint law.

PS S 3 - 511: (13) dissemination and release of .ecordings

L, TRAININ6 AND OISCIPLINE:

1. Agencies shall ensure that officers are trained on
agency poli.y and the operation ot the BWC

equipment prior to use in the field. Training shall also
include alternative methods tor effective notification
of recording to persons with special needs or lirnited
English proliciency.

2. Agencies witten policies shall state that violations of
the atency policy may result in discipline.

PS 5 3 - 511r {14) consequences for violations of the agency's

body-t/vorn camera policy

M. DISCRETIONARY ACTIVATION: When not otherwise
prohibited by law or agencv poli.y, officers may begin
recording with their BWC in circumstances when they
determine that doin8 so would be beneficialto the public
interest.

Ps S 3 - 511: (5) when re.ording is discretionary

Ps S 3 - 511: (17) any additional issues determined to be

relevant in the implementation and use of body-worn
aameras by law enforcement officers

O. !!S!pEXI_EEE9BI! lncident reports should note any use

of BWC.
PS S 3 - 511: (17) any additional issues determined to be

relevant in the irnplementation and use oI body-worn
cameras by law enfo.cement officers

PS S 3 - 511: (17) any additional issues determined to be

relevant in the implementation and use ot body-worn
cameras by law enforcement officers

1-8-15

N. WRITTEN POIICY REQUIRED: Each law enforcement
agency 5hall develop and issue a written policy for using
BWCS that is consistent with state law and policy
issued bv the Maryland Police Training commission prior
to implementing a BWC program.

P. A€ENqLq!49_egg!!Eg 8WC poli.ies of atencies shall be

made available to the public,
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ST. MARY'S COUNTY EMERGENCY SERVICES
GENERAL OPERATING PROCEDURE

CALEA STANDARD: N/A

NUMBER: 16-5

I.O PURPOSE:

The purpose of this directive is to establish a procedure regarding the use ofBody Wom recorders
(BWC) by personnel. The Department has adopted the use of BWCs for purposes that include, but are

not limited to:

Enhancing Animal Control Officer (ACO) safety;

Collecting evidence; providing a supplement to personal testimony in court by recording
actions, conditions, and statements which can be used to aid in the prosecution ofthose who
violate animal control ordinances;

Altowing for the viewing ofevents as they actually occurred and providing conoboration of
the ACO's actions/testimony;

Providing material to be used in performance evaluations; and

Providing an effective aid fbr training

2.0 POLICY:

The Department of Emergency Services recognizes the benefits of recording events, actions. conditions
and statements made during citizen contacts and related interactions. Body Wom Cameras will be used

to accurately document these interactions.

3.1 Body Wom Camera (BWC) - ref'ers to the digital audio/video recording equipment designed for
wear on the outer garment of a law enforcement officer's uniform.
Recordins - means using the BWC to audio and visually capture the event.

Mute - is a manufacture supplied option which enables the user to temporarily deactivate the

audio recording of the BWC. This function, if configured, is not to be used.

4.0 RULES AND PROCEDURES:

-1. I Training

4. I . I Prior to the issuance of any BWC equipment, the Animal Control Officer will receive

training on its use by a designated BWC instructor. The training will include the basic

3.2
3.1
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4.1.2

operation, synching recorded footage to the secure video server and accessing the video
server to review recorded video. The training received will be documented.
Supervisors with personnel assigned a BWC will be provided server access (Logon ID
and password) and training by a designated BWC trainer on the process to access and
review BWC recordings made by personnel under their command.

4.2.2 Only those Animal Control Officers who have received training on the use and
deployment of the BWC are authorized to deploy the equipment.

4.2.3 Prior to the beginning of each shift, the Animal Control Officers will conduct an
operational test of the BWC to ensure it is in operational condition. Upon discovering a
malfunction, the Animal Control Officers will notifu their supervisor. The supervisor
will rerrove the BWC lrom service and it will rernain out of service until repalred.
Animal Control Officers will not, in any manner, attempt to modii/, alter, erase, or tamper
with any porlion ofrecorded video.

4.2.5 If an Animal Control Oflicers fails to activate the BWC. fails to record the entire contact.
or interrupts the recording, the Animal Control Officers will document why a recording
was not made, was intemrpted, or was teftninated. If the incident is one that does not
result in the completion of a field reporl, the explanation will be documented within the
Animal Control Database notes.

4.3 Authorized Use

4.3.1 Subj ect to paragraph three below, Animal Control Officers will begin recording with
their BWC in the below listed circumstances unless doing so would be unsafe,
impossible, or impractical. If unable to begin recording with the BWC due to
circumstances making it unsafe, impossible, or impractical to do so, they will begin
recording with the BWC at the first reasonable opportunity to do so.

GOP: 'l-2 BODY WORN CAMERAS ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS Page 2 of 7

4.2 Responsibilities

4.2.1 Animal Control Officers issued a BWC are responsible to ensure the equipment is
maintained and operated in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations.

4.2.4 Animal Control Officers will note in incident and related reports when recordings were
made during the incident in question. However, BWC recordings are not a replacement
for written reports.

A. At the initiation ofa call for service or other activity that is investigative in nature,
or an encounter between the Animal Control Officers and a member of the public
that is investigative or enforcement in nature; and

B. Any encounter that becomes confrontational after the initial contact.
C. When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a statement or share

information, but refuse to do so while being recorded, or request that the camera
be tumed off, Animal Control Officers may tum off the BWC in order to obtain
the statement or infomation. If the encounter begins when the BWC is not
actively recording, the Animal Control Officer may, but is not required to,
temporarily activate the BWC for the sole purpose of documenting the person's
refLlsal or request not to be recorded.



Prior to entering a private residence, or other area where an individual has a
reasonable expectation ofprivacy, without a warrant or in non-exigent
circumstances, an Animal Control Officers will ask the occupant if the occupant
wants the Animal Control Officers to discontinue use of the recording.

4.4 DiscretionaryActivation

4.4.1 When not otherwise prohibited by law or Department policy, deputies may begin
recording with their BWC in circumstances when they determine that doing so would be
beneficial to the public interest.

4.5 ProhibitedActivation

4.5.1 An Animal Control Officers will not activate a BWC to record Department personnel
during routine administrative activities or during non-work related personal activity.

4.6 Notification

4.6.1 Except as otherwise exempted by law, Animal Control Officers shall notifl,, as soon as is
practicable, the individual that the individual is being recorded, unless it is unsafe,
impractical, or impossible to do so. This notice provision is satisfied even ifanother
individual becomes a party to the communication after the initial notice has been
provided.

4.6.2 Animal Control Officers will carry an informational card which may be used to notity the
hearing impaired that their encounter is being recorded.

4.7 Ending a Recording

4.7.1 Once recording with a BWC has been initiated, Animal Control Officers will not end the
recording until:

A. The event or encounter has fully concluded; or
B. The Anirnal Control Officers leaves the scene and anticipates no further

involvement in the event; or
C. A superwisor has authorized that a recording may cease because the Animal

Control Officers is no longer engaged in a related enforcement or investigative
activity; or

D. When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a statement or share
information, but refuse to do so while being recorded, or request that the camera
be tumed off, deputies may tum off the BWC in order to obtain the statement or
informationl or

E. When the recording Animal Control Of-ficer separates themselves from the
proximity of the event to conduct an administrative task such as completing
paperwork, communicating with supervision fbr guidance, or any task not
involving contact with any involved party, the Animal Control Officer may end
the recording temporarily. The Animal Control Officer will resume the recording
prior to continuing any enforcement or investigative activity; or

F. When the Animal Control Officer is at a medioal facility the Animal Control
Officer may temporarily end the recording when not in the presence of any in-
custody subject(s) or conducting any enforcement or investigative activity. The

BODYWORN CAMERAS ANTMAL CONTROL OFFICERS Page 3 of7
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4.8 Confidentialitv

4.8.1 Only BWC equipment owned and approved by the St. Mary's County Department of
Emergency Services is authorized for use and all recordings are the property of the
agency. Except as authorized by Department policy, copying, releasing, altering, erasing.
or allowing unauthorized viewing ofan Department video recording (or portion thereof)
is prohibited and will subject the Animal Control Officer to disciplinary action.

4.9 Revielv, Retention, and Storage of BWC Recordings

4.9.1 At a minimum, one video per quarter will be reviewed by the supervisor of those personnel

assigned a BWC to ensure personnel are properly using the system. They will offer
constructive cnticism to both improve the quality of enforcement techniques and aid in
irnproving Animal Control safety.

4.9.2 Supervisors are authorized to review videos of subordinates in the following
circumstances:

Performance Review
Incident Critique
Administrative Investigations

Quarterly Personnel Audits
Training
Policy Compliance
Maryland Public Information Act (MPIA) Requests

For the purpose of Completing Vehicle and Personal Inspection Reports

4.9.3 If a supervisor feels that a video file may be useful as a training tool they will notifu their
Emergency Services Director via the chain of command and request that a copy of the

video file be forwarded to the Training Division. No video file will be used ior training
purposes while the case is being litigated.

4.9.4 Animal Control Officers may review a BWC recording in which they were the recorder by
logging onto the client software using their assigned user ID and password from a

designated computer access point. Recording Animal Control Officers are authorized to

review their videos in the following instances:

Report Writing or completion of other official documents
Court Preparation
Prior to the completion of a Statement of Charges
Field Trainers are authorized to review footage oftheir trainees while involved in
the Field Training Program

If an Animal Control Ofhcer is suspected ofwrongdoing or any other serious complaint.

the Department of Emergency Sen'ices reserves the right to limit or restrict an Animal
Control Officer from viewing the video file.

BODY WORN CAMERAS ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS Page 4of 7
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4.9.5

Animal Control Officer will resume the recording prior to being in proximity to
any in-custody subject(s) or continuing any enforcement or investigative activity.
This is to prevent the unintentional documentation ofcapturing unrelated citizens'
medical treatment or condition.



4.9.6 The stored BWC video/audio will not be used to create a database or pool of mugshots
nor will it be used as filler in photo arrays.

4.9.7 BWC video/audio will not be searched using facial or voice recognition software.

4.9.8 To review a BWC recording in which an Animal Control Olficer was not the recorder
they must submit a request through the chain of command to the Director of Emergency
Serwices justifuing the need. If approved, the Director or designee will submit a copy of
the file. The requesting Animal Control Officer can then retrieve the video, review it, and
retum it to the Director or designee. Animal Control Officers will not copy any recording
nor will any copy be removed from the building other than for olficial business.

4.9.9 Civilians will not be allowed to review recordings at the scene of an incident. All
requests, to review BWC recordings, by civilian or outside agencies, will be submitted in
writing to the County Attomey. If approved arrangements will be made for the requestor
to view the video file at the Animal Control facility. The video file to be reviewed will
not be copied by any means nor will it be removed from the building.

4.9.10 If the upload fails to initiate in either circumstance noted above, the Director or designee
will work with the I.T. Liaison to have the video uploaded prior to the BWC being placed
back into service.

4.9. I 1 The Video Server automatically erases recordings not bookmarked for retention when the
retention period for a recording segment has reached one hundred and twenty (120) days.

,1.9.12 Recordings containing material of essential or evidentiary value, such as arrests, assaults,
physical or verbal confrontations or incidents which may result in a citizen's complaint,
will be bookmarked using one of the classifications available within the bookmark menu.

4.9.13 All BWC Recordings are maintained on a secure server maintained by the Department of
Emergency Services. Access to the server is managed by Deparlment of Emergency
Services who issues logon lD's and passwords to personnel approved for access.

4.9.14 Video Server access is monitored and activity is recorded via access logs by the video
server software. These logs are secured, managed and maintained by the Departrnent of
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A. Only the Director or designee will be authorized to copy any recordings.
B. Animal Control Officers shall be responsible for uploading all recordings to the

secure system server at least once per shift. Recordings will be stored, duplicated,
distributed or erased only in compliance with this policy. The Director or designee
is responsible for the management, storage and security ofall copied files placed in
their care.

C. Whenever BWC equipment is reassigned to another operator, prior to the
reassignment, the originally assigned Animal Control Officer will dock the BWC
at an authorized upload location and ensure all recordings have been uploaded to
the server. In circumstances where the assigned Animal Control Officer has
separated from service, the superwisor of the affected Animal Control Officer will
ensure a supervisor with system access logs into the seler with the separated
employee's BWC at a designated upload location which will initiate an automatic
upload of saved video.



Emergency Services

4.9.15 Data stored on the video server and held as evidence u,ill continue to be held on the server
for a minimum period of hve hundred and foty-five (545) days. The server will
automatically erase bookmarked recordings on the five hundred and forty-sixth day unless
a request has been made to extend the retention period for a specific incident. To request
an extension of the retention period lor a specific video, the requestor, with approval of the
Director will contact IT who will coordinate with the Office of lntbrmation and
Technology to preserve the video on the serwer.

4.10 Internal Use of Recordings

4. 10. t The BWC system is not intended to be used as a disciplinary tool against officers for minor
inlringements of policies or procedures.

4.10.2 Supervisors will not arbitrarily review video/audio recordings for the purpose of
identifying minor inftactions of department policies or procedures.

4.10.3 However, when cases ofmisconduct and/or repetitive negative behavior are brought to the
attention of the depafiment via supervisor review and/or an official complaint, the video
file may be reviewed and be used as the basis for performance counseling or disciplinary
action.

4.10.4 The department may use video files for training or other purposes with the approval ofthe
Director or designee.

4.10.5 BWC video/audio recordings may be used the Supervisor to review the actions of
probationary officers participating in the field-training program.

4.10.6 Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of handling other items of
evidence with respect to chain of custody requirements. In this regard, officers will
normally pick up recordings just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the
recording by prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is necessary.

4.11 Video Data Duplication

4. I 1 .1 All recordings produced by Department recording equipment is the exclusive properly of
the St. Mary's County Department of Emergency Seruices. Recordings will only be
duplicated for official purposes. Copies of recordings needed for court, traimng, or other
official purposes will be produced by the Director or designee.

4.1 I .2 Any person requesting a copy ofa recording must sign an agreement stating the copy being
obtained is only to be used for the purpose(s) stated in the request. All requests for copies
of a recording from anyone other than the involved Animal Control Officer or a

departmental supervisory/management authority will be in writing and directed to the
County Attomey. The fee for each recording is $45 per hour after the first two (2) gratis
hours, which is waived for intra-agency, allied 1aw enforcement and County Attomey's
Office requests.

4.11.3 All intra-Department requests for copies of recordings will be made at least i4 days in
advance of the anticipated need. The requesting employee will complete a Mobile Video
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Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request Form (See attached) Requests will normally be
submitted by the originating officer; however other intra-Department personnel with a

demonstrated need will be considered.

4.1 1.4 In exceptional cases, the l4-day advance notice rule may be waived, expediting a request.
The request for suoh a waiver will be in the form of a memorandum addressed to the
Director explaining the need for the waiver.

4. 1 I .5 Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of handling other items of
evidence with respect to chain of custody requirements. In this regard, Animal Control
officers will nonr.rally pick up recordingsjust prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing
of the recording by prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is
necessary.

4. I I .6 Requests for a copy of a video via Maryland Public Information Act (MPIA) Request will
be directed to the Office of the County Attomey who will make the determination, in
accordance with Maryland Law, what if any footage will be released.

VERSION
#

VERSION
DATE

DESCRIPTION OF CHANCE
AIITHOR

NAME
001 Initial Development Steve Walker

Director of Emergency Seruices Date

GOP: 1-2 BODY WORN CAMERAS ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICERS

5.0 DOCUMENT HISTORY:

t/29il9 I

I

6.0 SI(i\A'I'LIRE OF APPRO\"\I,:

Page 7 of 7



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:
Attachments:

Stephen Walker
Thursday, September 24, 2020 7:40 AM
Neil Murphy
Angela Blondino
RE: Animal Control Body Worn Cameras

GOP '16-5 Body Worn Camera.docx

The cameras are purchased. The policy is already written. How much to write if? May two hours' worth of
time. We don't really track that.

This policy was taken liom the Sherifls Departrnent and adapted to us, but complying with the law. There
could be sorne additional modilications. but won't take much if neecled.

The only cost is the agreement with the vender lirr the cloud storage

That cost is just under $ 1.000.00 a year

From: Neil Murphy <Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23,2020 4:52 PM

To: Stephen Walker <Stephen.Walker@stmarysmd.com>
Cc: Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@ stmarysmd.com>
Subject: RE: Animal Control Body Worn Cameras

Thanks!

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. l\lurphl'

,6 31

Hi Stevc.

Dr. Bridgett asked for a fiscal impact for the ACO body cams- I know they've already been purchased, but
what would the storage and retention costs be? Additionally, how much would it cost to write a policy for body
cams? This would be required under Md. Code Ann., Courts & Judicial Proceedings ("CJP") $ l0-
402(c)( I I )(iii) and Public Safety ("PS') S 3-51 l. Please see attached for the body cam policy from the Sheriffs
Office and the referenced statutes.

Deputy Coun\) Attornq)
St. Mary's County Govemment
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 30 I -475- 420O, ext. 7 17 04
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email : Neil.Mumhy(@stEqgyuqLpqq
https://www.stmarysrnd.com/

I



This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The message and any file
transmitted with it contain confidential information which may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or
otherwise protected against unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of privacy consistent with ABA
Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised llay 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution, copying or use of the
information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing, is strictly
prohibited. lfyou have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply and delete
the original message.

From: Neil Murphy
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:40 AM
To: Stephen Walker <Stephen.Walker@stmarvsmd.com>
Subject: RE: Animal Control Body Worn Cameras

Cotcha, thanks so much. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputy County Attornelt
St. Mary's County Government
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301-475-4200. ext. 71704
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email: Neil.Murphy(n)strnarysmd.com
https ://www. stmarysmd.com/

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office olLaw. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential inlormation which
may be subject to the attorney-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use ofthe information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply
and delete the original message.

From: Stephen Walker <Stephen.Wa lker@stma rvsmd,com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 11:35 AM
To: Neil Murphy <Neil.M urphv@stma rvsmd.com>
Subject: RE: Animal Control Body Worn cameras

Edmonston for sure. He has told me Seat Pleasant does. However.

I havc some contacts. Let me reaoh out and I will see what I can find

,6 31

ot.\
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No they are not considered law enforcement officers. They are swom, bul have lo arrest powers. Also, under
Law Enforcement Bill of Rights in the Public Safety Article, it gives a specific definition olpolice officers and
they do not meet the requirement.

In Edmonston I do not know of, any instance where a person asked fbr an Animal Control Offlcer to tum off
video. They do announce to the people they encounter that they are being videotaped.

From: Neil Murphy <Neil. M urphv@stma rvsmd.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 23,2020 17:23 AM
To; Step hen Walker <Stephen.Wa lker@stma rysmd.com>
Cc: David Weiskopf <David.Weiskopf @stma rvsmd.com>; Angela Blondino <Aneela. Blondino stmarVsmd.com>
Subrect: Animal Control Body Worn Cameras

Hi Steve,

Hope you're great!

At yesterday's Commissioner hearing on ACO body cams, you stated that a number ofjurisdictions in
Maryland, including some in Prince George's County, allow their ACOs to wear body cams. Commissioner
O'Connor said that he knew of 27 jurisdictions that had this policy. I had a few follow up questions in
preparation lor next week's hearing:

r Do you know which jurisdictions?
o Do you know whether these ACOs are under their jurisdiction's Sheriffs Office and thus would be

considered law enforcement offi cers?
o If they're not under the Sheriffs Office, do you know whether they tum offtheir audio if someone

denies consent to be recorded?

Thanks!

Neil

Neil A. Murphy
Deputy County Attornev
St. Mary's County Government
41770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The
message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attomey-client privilege, or otherwise protected against
unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised }lay 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,
copying or use ofthe information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless of address or routing,
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Policy No.

3.12BODY WORN CAMERAS
Section Code:

BAFFECTS All Employees
EFFECTIVE DATE

September 26, 20'19

Amends: 8t15119roval:Sheriff's A

3.12

The purpose of this directive is to establish a procedure regarding the use
of Body Worn recorders (BWC) by personnel. The Agency has adopted the
use of BWCs for purposes that include, but are not limited to:

Enhancing officer safety;

Allowing for the viewing of events as they actually occurred and
providing corroboration of officers' actions/testimony;

Providing material to be used in performance evaluations; and

Providing an effective aid for training

C

D

E

3.12.01 Policv

The Office of the Sheriff recognizes the benefits of recording events,
actions, conditions and statements made during citizen contacts, traffic
stops, arrests and olher law enforcement related interactions. Body Worn
Cameras will be used to accurately document these interactions.

A Body Worn Camera (BWC) refers to the digital audio/video
recording equipment designed for wear on the outer garment of a
law enforcement officer's uniform.

B. Recording means using the BWC to audio and visually capture the
event.

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY, MD

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Collecting evidence; providing a supplement to personal testimony
in court by recording actions, condilions, and statements which can
be used to aid in the prosecution of those who violate traffic and
criminal laws;

3.12.02 Definitions

A.

B.
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3.12.03 Traininq

Mute is a manufacture supplied option which enables the user to
temporarily deactivate the audio recording of the BWC. This
funclion, if configured, is not to be used.

Prior to the issuance of any BWC equipment, the deputy sheriff will receive
training on its use by a designated BWC instructor. The training will include
the basic operation, synching recorded footage to the secure video server
and accessing the video seruer to review recorded video. The training
received will be documented via the Blue Team software using the
applicable training incident reports.

Supervisors with personnel assigned a BWC will be provided server
access (Logon lD and password) and training by a designated BWC
trainer on the process to access and review BWC recordings made by
personnel under their command. This access is for the purposes of
reviewing footage as authorized under 3.'12.0'l '1 Review, Retention, and
Storage of BWC Recordings. The training received will be documented via
the Blue Team software using the applicable training incident reports.

Deputy sheriffs issued a BWC are responsible to ensure the equipmentis
maintained and operated in accordance with the manufacturer's
recommendatio ns.

Only those deputy sheriffs who have received training on the use and
deployment of the BWC are authorized to deploy the equipment.

Prior to the beginning of each shift, the deputy sheriff will conduct
an operational test of the BWC to ensure it is in operational
condition (e.9. camera turns on, properly synchronizes with the in-
car video system if so equipped and records). Upon discovering a
malfunction, the deputy sheriff will notify their supervisor. The
supervisor will remove the BWC from service and it will remain out
of service until repaired.

Deputies will not, in any manner, attempt to modify, alter, erase, or
tamper with any portion of recorded video.

Deputies will note in incident, arrest and related reports when
recordings were made during the incident in question. However,
BWC recordings are not a replacement for written reports.

A

B

(-

D. lf a deputy sheriff fails to activate the BWC, fails to record the entire

3.12.04 Res po ns ib ilities
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contact, or interrupts the recording, the deputy sheriff will document
why a recording was not made, was interrupted, or was terminated.
lf the incident is one that does not result in the completion of a field
report, the explanation will be documented within the CAD notes.

It is the responsibility of the deputy sheriff to classify/categorize all
BWC recordings prior to offloading video as evidence, non-evidence,
or other applicable classifications. Deputy Sheriffs who utilize an
Axon BWC will use specific evidence categories (see list in
Paragraph F) as opposed to other classifications when applicable. ln
the event a BWC video is uploaded without a classification or
categorization, the deputy sheriff will add the proper classification
through authorized storage server access.

The following BWC classifications are available for Axon BWC
Users:

Non-Evidence: Used when no report (i.e. Field Reporting,
Sheriffs Office Form #56 Offense Report, Automated Crash
Reporting System (ACRS), or similar reports for allied
agencies) has been generated from the call for service.
Traffic Stop: Used for all vehicle stops regardless of the
disposition of the stop.
Use of Force: Used when force is applied by any employee
or law enforcement officer from an allied agency.
Evidence: Used as a general evidence category when no
other applicable classification is available and when any
report (i.e. Field Reporting, Sheriffs Office Form #56 Offense
Report, Automated Crash Reporting System (ACRS), or
similar repo(s for allied agencies) has been generated from
the call for service. The CAD classification will be noted in

the title field for the recording.
Specific Evidence Categories: Used as an evidence
classification where an investigation (by this Agency or allied
agency) was cond ucted:

Assault
Burglary
B&E to Motor Vehicle
CDS Violation
lmpaired Driver
Theft
Vandalism

2

3

4
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t.
ii.
iii.
iv.

vi.
vii

G

F.

1.

When the deputy sheriff makes a BWC recording while conducting a

follow-up investigation, the deputy sheriff will note in the
supplemental report the date and time of the follow-up investigation
in additional to if a BWC was utilized during the follow-up activity.



When the deputy sheriff creates a BWC recording of a call for service
that is evidence, but the deputy sheriff is not the primary officer or
assisting an allied agency, the deputy sheriff will make the
appropriate evidentiary classification. For Axon BWC systems, the
deputy sheriff will also note in the title block either the case officer's
ID number or indicate it was an allied agency.

Subject to paragraph three below, deputy sheriffs will begin recording with
their BWC in the below listed circumstances unless doing so would be
unsafe, impossible, or impractical. lf unable to begin recording with the
BWC due to circumstances making it unsafe, impossible, or impractical to
do so, they will begin recording with the BWC at the first reasonable
opportunity to do so.

At the initiation of a call for service or other activity that is
investigative in nature, or an encounter between the officer and a
member of the public that is investigative or enforcement in nature;
and

When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a
statement or share information, but refuse to do so while being
recorded, or request that the camera be turned off, deputies may
turn off the BWC in order to obtain the statement or information. lf
the encounter begins when the BWC is not actively recording, the
deputy may, but is not required to, temporarily activate the BWC for
the sole purpose of documenting the person's refusal or request not
to be recorded.

Prior to entering a private residence, or other area where an
individual has a reasonable expectation of privacy, without a
warrant or in non-exigent circumstances, a deputy sheriff will ask
the occupant if the occupant wants the deputy sheriff to discontinue
use of the recording.

3.12.06 Discretionary Activation

When not otherwise prohibited by law or agency policy, deputies may
begin recording with their BWC in circumstances when they determine that
doing so would be beneficial to the public interest.

A Deputy Sheriff will not activate a BWC to record agency personnel during
routine administrative activities or during non-work-related personal
activity-

H
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3.12.05 Authorized Use

Any encounter that becomes confrontational after the initial contact.

3.12.07 Prohibited Activation

B.

C.



Except as otherwise exempted by law, a deputy sheriff shall notify, as soon
as is practicable, the individual that the individual is being recorded, unless
it is unsafe, impractical, or impossible to do so. This notice provision is
satisfied even if another individual becomes a party to the communication
after the initial notice has been provided.

Deputy sheriffs will carry an informational card which may be used to notify
the hearing impaired that their encounter is being recorded.

3.12.09 Endinq a Recordinq

Once recording with a BWC has been initiated, deputies will not end the
recording until:

The event or encounter has fully concluded; or

The deputy leaves the scene and anticipates no further involvement
in the event; or

A supervisor has authorized that a recording may cease because
the deputy is no longer engaged in a related enforcement or
investigative activity; or

When victims, witnesses, or other individuals wish to make a
statement or share information, but refuse to do so while being
recorded, or request that the camera be turned off, deputies may
turn off the BWC in order to obtain the statement or information; or

When the recording deputy separates themselves from the
proximity of the event to conduct an administrative task such as
completing papenrrrork, communicating with supervision for
guidance, or any task not involving contact with any involved party,
the deputy may end the recording temporarily. The deputy will
resume the recording prior to continuing any enforcement or
investigative activity; or

When the deputy is at a medical facility the deputy may temporarily
end the recording when not in the presence of any in-custody
subject(s) or conducting any enforcement or investigative activity.
The deputy will resume the recording prior to being in proximity to
any in-custody subject(s) or continuing any enforcement or
investigative activity. This is to prevent the unintentional
documentation of capturing unrelated citizens' medical treatment or
condition.

A
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3.'12.08 Notification



3.12.10 Confidentialitv

3.12.11 vtew Retentio and Stora e of BWC Recordin

Only BWC equipment owned and approved by the St. Mary's County
Sheriffs Office is authorized for use and all recordings are the property of
the agency. Except as authorized by agency policy, copying, releasing,
altering, erasing, or allowing unauthorized viewing of an agency video
recording (or portion thereof) is prohibited and will subject the deputy sheriff
to disciplinary action.

A At a minimum, one video per quarter will be reviewed by the
supervisor of those personnel assigned a BWC to ensure personnel
are properly using the system. They will offer constructive criticism
to both improve the quality of enforcement techniques and aid in
improving officer safety.

1

2
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Supervisors are authorized to review videos of subordinates in the
following circumstances:

Performance Review
lncident Critique/Use of Force Review
Administrative lnvestigations
Quarterly Personnel Audits
Training
Policy Compliance
Maryland Public lnformation Act (MPIA) Requests
For the purpose of Completing Vehicle and Personal
lnspection Reports

lf a supervisor feels that a video file may be useful as a training tool
they will notify their division commander via the chain of command
and request that a copy of the video file be foruvarded to the division
commander. No video file will be used for training purposes while the
case is being litigated.

Deputies may review a BWC recording in which they were the
recorder by logging onto the client software using their assigned user
lD and password from a designated computer access point.
Recording deputies are authorized to review their videos in the
following instances:

Report Writing or completion of other official documents
Court Preparation
Prior to the completion of a Statement of Charges
Field Trainers are authorized to review footage of their

B

C
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trainees while involved in the Field Training Program

lf a deputy sheriff is suspected of wrongdoing or involved in an
officer-involved shooting or other serious use of force, the sheriffs
office reserves the right to limit or restrict a deputy sheriff from
viewing the video file. Any limitation or restriction on the deputy
Sheriffs ability to view the video file exercised under this section is
subject to the requirements of the Law Enforcement Officeis Bill of
Rights as a matter of law.

The stored BWC video/audio will not be used to create a database
or pool of mugshots nor will it be used as filler in photo arrays.

BWC video/audio will not be searched
recognition software.

using facial or voice

Note: The prohibition against the use of facial or voice recognition
software does not apply when a law enforcement supervisor has
reason to believe that a specific suspect or person in need of
assistance may be a subject of a particular recording.

To review a BWC recording in which a deputy was not the recorder
they must submit a request through the chain of command to their
division commander justifying the need. lf approved, the patrol
commander or designee will submit a copy of the file to the property
section. The requesting deputy can then retrieve the video, review it,
and return it to the property section. Deputy sheriffs will not copy any
recording nor will any copy be removed from headquarters other than
for official business.

Civilians will not be allowed to review recordings at the scene of an
incident. All requests, to review BWC recordings, by civilian
personnel or outside agencies, will be submitted in writing to the
sheriff. lf approved by the sheriff or designee, arrangements will be
made for the requestor to view the video file at headquarters. The
video file to be reviewed will not be copied by any means nor will it
be removed from headquarters.

Only a division commander or designee will be authorized to copy
any recordings.

Officers shall be responsible for uploading all recordings to the
secure system server at least once per shift. Recordings will be

H
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F.

A BWC recording of a constitutionally protected activity may not be
used to identify persons present at the activity who are not suspected
of being engaged in illegal activity or in need of assistance.

\J.



stored, duplicated, distributed or erased only in compliance with this
policy. The property section is responsible for the management,
storage and security of all copied flles placed in their care.

Whenever BWC equipment is reassigned to another operator, prior
to the reassignment, the originally assigned deputy will dock the
BWC at an authorized upload location and ensure all recordings
have been uploaded to the server. ln circumstances where the
assigned deputy has separated from service, the division
commander of the affected deputy sheriff will ensure a supervisor
with system access logs into the server with the separated
employee's BWC at a designated upload location which will initiate
an automatic upload of saved video.

lf the upload fails to initiate in either circumstance noted above, the
division commander or designee will work with the l.T. liaison to have
the video uploaded prior to the BWC being placed back intoservice.

The Video Server automatically erases recordings not bookmarked for
retention, or marked as non-evidence, when the retention period for a
recording segment has reached three hundred and sixty five (365)

days.

Recordings containing material of essential or evidentiary value'
such as arrests, assaults, physical or verbal confrontations or
incidents which may result in a citizen's complaint, will be
bookmarked using one of the classifications available within the
bookmark menu.

All Panasonic BWC recordings are maintained on a secure server
maintained by the Department of Emergency Services and
Technology (ES&T). Access to the server is managed by Department
of ES&T who issues logon lD's and passwords to personnel approved
for access by the Sheriffs Office lT Liaison.

Video server access is monitored, and activity is recorded via access
logs by the video server software. These logs are secured, managed
and maintained by the Department of ES&T.

All Axon BWC recordings are maintained on the Agency's
Evidence.com account. All Evidence.com BWC recordings are

monitored and all activity related to these recordings is documented via
an audit log associated with each video.

Data stored on the video server and held as evidence or any applicable
evidentiary classification will continue to be held on the server for a

minimum period of five hundred and forty-five (545) days. The server
will automatically erase bookmarked recordings on the five hundred
and forty-sixth day unless a request has been made to extend the
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retention period for a specific incident. To request an extension of the
retention period for a specific video, the requestor, with approval of
their division commander, will contact the lT liaison who will coordinate
with the Office of lnformation and Technology to preserve the video on
the server for Panasonic BWC footage. For Axon BWC footage the
coordination efforts would be made to the Axon Administrator.

The BWC system is not intended to be used as a disciplinary tool
against officers for minor infringements of policies or procedures.

Supervisors will not arbitrarily review video/audio recordings for the
purpose of identifying minor infractions of department policies or
procedures.

However, when cases of misconduct and/or repetitive negative
behavior are brought to the attention of the department via supervisor
review and/or an official complaint, the video file may be reviewed
and be used as the basis for performance counseling or disciplinary
action.

BWC video/audio recordings may be used by Field Training Officers
to review the actions of probationary officers participating in the field-
training program.

Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up recordings
just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the recording by
prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is
necessary.

3.12.13 Video Data Duplication

A All recordings produced by agency recording equipment are the
exclusive property of the St. Mary's County Sheriffs Office.
Recordings will only be duplicated for official purposes. Copies of
recordings needed for court, training, or other official purposes will
be produced by the division commander or designee.

Any person requesting a copy of a recording must sign an agreement
stating the copy being obtained is only to be used for thepurpose(s)
stated in the request. All requests for copies of a recording from
anyone other than the involved deputy or an agency
supervisory/management authority, will be in writing and directed to

A
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3.12.12 lnternal Use of Recordinqs

The department may use video files for training or other purposes
with the approval of the division commander or designee.

D.

E.

F.
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the sheriff. This request must be made at least 30 days in advance
of the need in order to allow for review, processing and the time
needed to create the copy. Any approved request will require a Video
Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request Form (SMCSO Form #77) be
completed by the requestor. The fee for each recording is $45 per
hour after the first two (2) gratis hours, which is waived for intra-
agency, allied law enforcement and State's Attorney's Office
requests. All original Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request
Forms (SIvICSO Form#77) will be maintained in an MVR File bythe
division commander.

All intra-agency requests for copies of recordings will be made at
least 14 days in advance of the anticipated need. The requesting
employee will complete a Mobile Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Form #77). Requests will normally be
submitted by the originating officer; however other intra-agency
personnel with a demonstrated need will be considered.

ln exceptional cases, the '14-day advance notice rule may be waived,
expediting a request. The request for such a waiver will be in the form
of a memorandum addressed to the assistant sheriff and sent
through the chain of command explaining the need for the waiver.
The memo will be attached to the Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Form#77).

Requests for copies by command personnel, or the Office of
Professional Respon sibilities are exempt from the 14-day advance
notice rule.

When the Video Recorder (MVR/BWC) Data Request Form (SMCSO
Form #77) is completed, it will be presented to the deputy's division
commander or his/her designee. The division commander or
designee will be responsible for having the video file copied in a
timely manner. The copy will be immediately submitted to the
property section via a property record under the original incident case
number.

All copied recordings will be picked up in person from property and
will be signed for by the person having authority to have the copy
made. That person will have responsibility for the security of the
recording and will return it to Property as soon as the purpose for
which it was requested is served. Generally, this will be upon
completion of a court case, or other legal proceeding, where the

H

C. All requests for video made by the States Attorney's Office will be
processed by the Patrol Administrative Coordinator. The
Administrative Coordinator will be responsible for determining
which videos are connected to the criminal case and will provide
the videos lo the requestor. There will be no requirement to review
the video content prior to releasing them.
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recording was needed. When picking up and returning BWC footage
from evidence, the deputy will ensure the chain of custody portion of
the property record is properly completed.

Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up recordings
just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the recording by
prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is
necessary.

When the State's Attorney's Office completes a request for MVR/BWC
video, they will complete MVR/BWC Office of the State's Attorney
Data Request (SMCSO Form #77A) which is specific for transmittal of
evidence for the State's Attorney's' Office. Once the requested videos
have been approved, the videos will be provided to the State's
Attorney's Office through evidence.com.

t.



Policy No.

3.10

D

t-l

MOBILE VIDEO RECORDERS

o o
T_!tr o

Section Code:

BAFFECTS: DeputySheriffs
EFFEcT-IVE DATE

August 15, 2019

07/09/16Sheriffls Approval:

OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY, MD

3.10.001 Purpose

3.10

3.10.002

D.

E.

Policv

Allowing for the viewing of events as they actually occurred and
providing corroboration of officer's actions/testimony;

Providing material to be used in performance evaluations; and

Providing an effective aid for training

It is the policy of the St. Mary's County Sheriffs Office to ensure that
deputy sheriffs will use the digital mobile video/audio recording
(MVR) equipment for the purpose of accurately documenting events,
actions, conditions, and statements made during citizen contacts,
arrests and other critical incidents. To maximize the utility of this
equipment, officers will follow the procedures for MVR equipment
use as set forth in this policy.

Video and/or audio recordings will be utilized to enhance
criminal/traffic reporting, evidence collection, investigations,
prosecution, and training.

The purpose of this directive is to establish a procedure regarding the use
of mobile video/audio recorders (MVR) in agency vehicles. The agency has
adopted the use of MVRs for purposes that include, but are not limited to:

Enhancing officer safety;

Collecting evidence; providing a supplement to personal testimony
in court by recording aclions, conditions, and statements which can
be used to aid in the prosecution of those who violate traffic and
criminal laws;

B
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Amends:

MOBILE VIDEO RECORDERS



A MVR: An acronym for Mobile Video Recorder, this term refers to
the digital audio/video recording equipment designed for fixed
installation in patrol vehicles. This policy does not apply to the use
of hand held camcorders or audio/video surveillance devices.

B. MVR Operator. A deputy sheriff who has received instruction in the
operation and use of the specific mobile video recording devices
installed in sheriffs office vehicles, and who is authorized to utilize
such equipment for enforcement purposes.

MVR File: A paper file maintained by the patrol commander
containing originals of all Mobile Video Data Request Forms
(SMCSO Form #77) and associated property records (SMCSO
Form #60).

3.10.004 AuthorizedUse

A Accurate documentation of events, actions, conditions and
statements made during investigative stops, field interviews,
arrests and critical incidents, so as to enhance officer reports,
collection of evidence, and courtroom testimony;

Reviewing probable cause for arrest, custody procedures, officer
and suspect interaction, and evidence for investigative purposes;
and

Evaluation of officer tactics and field performance, and for training
purposes.

3.10.005 LeqalConsiderations

A The U.S. Supreme Court has held an officer has the right to observe
what the officer can see if the officer has the legal right to be present
(plain view). So it follows, if an officer has the right to observe, then
he has the right to photograph and/or videotape. The recording is
made by "one party consent".

Maryland law makes it unlawful, with some exceptions, for any
person to intercepUendeavor to intercept, d isclose/endeavor to
disclose, use/endeavor to use any audio communication unless all
parties to the communication have given prior consent to having the
audio recording made. MD. CODE. ANN, CTS, & JUD PROC. S 10-
4O2 (2002).

C. Deputy sheriffs will not utilize the MVR to make audio recordings

3.10.003 Definitions

(-.

B.

B.

c.
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unless consent is obtained or the audio recording is made pursuant
to the exceptions outlined below.

The Annotated Code of the Public General Laws of Maryland Courts
and Judicial Proceedings (CJ SS 4 10-402) relating to wiretapping
and electronic surveillance states, "lt is lawful under this subtitle for
a law enforcement officer in course of the officer's regular duty to
intercept an oral communication if the following five (5) requirements
are met:

The law enforcement officer initially lawfully detained a vehicle
during a criminal investigation or for a traffic violation;

The law enforcement officer is
commu n ication;

a party to the oral

The law enforcement officer has been identified as a law
enforcement officer to the other parties to the oral
communication prior to any interception;

The law enforcement officer informs all other parties to the
communication of the interception at the beginning of the
communication; and

5
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A. MVR Equipment lnstallation, lVlaintenance, and Routine Care

1 The St. Mary's County lnformation Technology (lT)
Department shall be responsible for the management of all
installation, repairs or modifications of MVR equipment. Only
digital mobile video/audio recording equipment acquired by
the agency will be installed in agency vehicles.

lT shall be responsible for the management of the t\/VR
system software and maintenance of download stations and
storage servers.

lT shall be responsible for the administration of archiving all
MVR system recordings.

2

3

3.10.006 Procedures

The oral interception is being made as part of a video tape
recording".

It is important to recognize that state law does not restrict or place
consent requirements on video recordings made without audio.



Routine care and maintenance of MVR equipment installed in
any Agency vehicle is the responsibility of the deputy sheriff
assigned to that vehicle. Equipment will be maintained in
accordance with this policy and manufacturer
recommendations. Only authorized technicians will install,
repair, and/or modify MVR equipment.

Prior to and throughout each shift, officers will ensure all
componenls of the tvlVR equipment are working satisfactorily
and will immediately bring any problems to the attention of a
supervisor. Supervisors will visually inspect the MVR system
and test the equipment for proper function as part of the
monthly vehicle inspection. Supervisors will forward any MVR
equipment issues to lT immediately. During a shift, cameras
should be checked for proper adjustment, mounting security
and proper, secure connection of all wires and cables.

To prevent damage, only approved products will be utilized to
clean the camera lens.

B MVR Equipment Functions

Recorder: Software with video authentication and embedded
time stamp eliminates any possible attempts to alter, change,
or eliminate recordings. The recorder media access door will
be locked at all times. The recorder will be activated in one of
fou r ways.

Manually: by pressing the "Record" button;

Automatically: by activating the vehicle's emergency
lights;

Automatically: when the vehicle is involved in a
collision;

Automatically: when the vehicle speed reaches 85
mph.; and

4
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e Remotely: by activating the unit's wireless microphone

7. Transmitters shall be worn as designed and intended by the
manufacturer. A comfortable and convenient location on the
duty belt is recommended, and the transmitters should be
protected as much as is practical. Wireless microphones and
their optional cords can be fragile.



regardless of how the recorder is activated, it can only be
turned off manually, by pressing the "Stop" button for
approximately three seconds until the "Record" light goes off.

2. Body Microphone: The wireless remote micro phone
transmitter has a microphone built into the transmitter. An
optional extension microphone, which connects by wire, and
is worn closer to the head is available.

3. Vehicle Microphone: The internal microphone allows audio
recording of normal speech within the interior of the vehicle,
independent of the remote audio transmitters. The interior
microphone actively records whenever the system is in the
record mode.

@,: The mounting device for the front camera allows
for manual adjustment vertically and laterally. Officers shall
ensure cameras are positioned properly for each incident
where a recording is being made. Officers shall ensure that
no items are obstructing the view of the camera.

The front camera lens has the capability of recording a
properly mounted license plate at a distance of 25 feet or less,
allowing it to be easily read during in-vehicle playback without
the need for electronic enhancement. This is accomplished
through the use of an operator initiated automatic zoom
feature that momentarily limits the field of view and then
returns to the preset (normal) view.

C. MVR Use

The use of video recording equipment by deputy sheriffs who
operate vehicles so equipped is mandatory. All deputy sheriffs
will be trained in the use of the MVR during Field Training.

The remote microphone transmitter shall be worn attached on
the duty-belt at all times while the deputy is on duty. The
wireless transmitter has a microphone built into the
transmitter. An optional extension microphone, which
connects by wire, and is worn closer to the deputy sheriffs
head is available. lf a deputy chooses to use the optional
wired extension microphone, the wire and extension
microphone should be securely concealed within the uniform
shirt. Deputies will ensure the transmitter is fully charged prior
to each shift. Deputy sheriffs shall carry their remote
microphone transmitters in their cruisers and use them during
off-duty incidents the same as for on-duty incidents.

4
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ln instances where the deputy is capturing audio on their
BWC, they are not required to utilize the MVR wireless
microphone. lf BWC is unavailable, any time the recorder is
on while the deputy is outside the vehicle on a traffic stop, the
microphone shall also be activated. The officer will narrate
those things which are outside of the camera's view. lf the
event is being recorded and more than one unit equipped with
MVR equipment is present, each officer should record both
video and audio. Once recording is started, officers will not
cease audio and video recording until the termination of the
traffic stop or other citizen contact. Officers will not attempt to
erase, reuse, tamper with or attempt to modify recordings in
any way. The recorder may be turned off in situations such as:

Funeral details

Routine traffic direction

Work zone projects

Emergency scenes when the MVR equipment is not
otherwise being used.

The in-car microphone should be enabled at all limes except
when consent for audio recording has not been granted by
another party inside the vehicle. No attempt should be made
to disable the in-car microphone, wiring, or the audio
recording components.

Deputy sheriffs should always log into and use the IIIVR
system as the "Operator" to ensure proper functioning.

Deputy sheriffs should attempt to keep the video camera
positioned in such a manner as to capture the event in its
entirety.

7 . Traffic Stops

Video recordings with audio will be made of all traffic
stops and vehicular pursuits.

At the beginning of every traffic stop, the officer will
notify the person(s) stopped that they are being audrbly
and visually recorded. The officeis statement should
be similar to the following example:

a

b

c

d
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"Good morning, I am Deputy Doe of the St. Mary's
County Sheriff's Office. We are being audio and video
recorded. You were stopped for exceeding the
maximum posted speed limit. May I please see your
driver's license and vehicle registration?"

Once recording of an incident has been initiated, the
recording of both audio and video will continue until
termination of the incident. The recording will capture
the entire stop, starting when the decision is made to
pull over the violator and ending after the violator has
left the scene. lf recording is interrupted for any reason
during an incident, the record mode will be reactivated
as soon as possible and the operator should audibly
record the reason for the interruption.

lf the driver or any occupant of the vehicle objects to
the audio recording, they should be courteously
informed that the Maryland law allows audio recording
for law enforcement ofiicers conducting traffic stops.

lf the traffic stop becomes a criminal detention/arrest,
the deputy may continue to make both a visual and
audio recording without obtaining consent. The audio
and video recording can continue throughout the
transport of the arrestee to the detention facility.

Audio
verbal

D. Prisoner Transports

Video recordings will be made of all prisoner transports.
recordings of pnsoner transports, however, require the
consent of the prisoner.

E. Non-Traffic/OtherUses

Deputies will begin any field interview or other citizen contact
with the audio turned off. The audio will only be turned on if
circumstances exist that will allow the officer to ask and obtain
consent from all parties to the conversation without creating a
safety hazard to the officer or any other person at the scene.

Officers will make every effort to video record (consent
required to record the audio) all potentially criminal field
contacts/suspicious vehicles, etc. that occur within camera
range.

2

3. At the deputy's discretion, any other incident may be video
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4 Deputies are authorized to audio and video record
disturbance scenes that occur in a public place (i.e. disorderly
crowds in a bar parking lot). lf the deputy is utilizing a BWC,
they are not required to activate the MVR wireless
microphone.

Deputies will also notifu any assisting officers that they are being
recorded by using the caution code "AV" (audio visual). Deputies are
not required to discontinue recording of an incident at the request of
anyone other than a superior officer. Deputies will note in their arrest
and related reports when recordings are made. Events to be
recorded include, but are not limited to:

Emergency responses;

Traffic stops (beginning to end);

Vehicle pursuits;

Observation of DWI suspects prior to stop, during
performance of field sobriety tests and during transpo( if
arrested;

Transport of all prisoners;

Vehicle searches and inventories;

Any confrontational contact with a citizen/violator, including all
acts of hostility and violence; and

Any other incident the officer feels may become an issue of
some importance at a later date. lf any doubt exists, record it.

Whenever a video/audio recording is made of a crime or incident and
a written report is generated, a note of recording, or multiple records
if more than one deputy recorded the event, will be included in the
narrative portion of the report.

When preparing written reports, deputies are encouraged to utilize
the video recording system's playback feature to review the incident.

Deputies will not use the MVR to covertly record other police
personnel.

G

F.

recorded when the officer feels the recording may have
prosecutorial or investigative merit (large crowds, accident
scenes, premise checks, etc.).
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The agency recognizes that it may not always be practical to activate
the MVR equipment. Deputies will not allow the operation of the
MVR to interfere with their own personal safety, the personal safety
of others, or the safe operation of the police vehicle.

No attempt shall be made to disable or damage the MVR system

A. MVR Storage Functions and Use

The MVR system utilizes removable/reusable media and a secure
wireless upload system at designated locations to transfer the files
from the media card to the server.

Active upload locations include:

1. Headquarters

2. Leonardtown Fuel Pumps

3. Vehicle Maintenance Fuel Pumps

4. District 1

5. District 4

User Responsibility

Deputies, at the beginning of each shift, will ensure that the
video and audio recording unit is operational, there is
sufficient storage space available on the media card to store
a typical shift's worth of footage, and the MVR is ready to
record. This is accomplished by logging into the client
software and reviewing the system prompts available on the
home screen. Upon initial issue of a vehicle with MVR
equipment installed, the first logon must occur at a designated
upload location. This will allow any pending updates to be
pushed to the system and verify the users profile is set up
correctly and operational.

J

K

L.

B

1

2. Deputies should be aware of the remaining available

No attempt will be made to capture video from a MVR system either
by copying files, using video capture software, or physically
recording video with another device as it is playing back.

3.10.008 Video File Uploads and Archivinq



recording time of the MVR and, if necessary, make
arrangements to upload their files to the server.

Deputies will not, in any manner, attempt to modify, alter,
erase, or tamper with any portion of recorded video. MVR
video files are the property of the sheriffs office.

All recorded arrests, or other incidents that an officer feels
may be of evidentiary value, shall be bookmarked using one
of the label options available in the pull-down menu. When
adding a bookmark, the deputy will include the related case
number in the "Notes" block.

C. Supervisois Re sp o n s ib ilitie s

a

4

New supervisors will be granted access to and learn how to
review in-car videos during the Sergeant Field Training
Program.

Supervisors will ensure that MVRs are being utilized properly
by their personnel.

Once a month, shift supervisors will review the video files from their
squad to ensure deputies are properly using the system. They will
offer constructive criticism to both improve the quality of enforcement
techniques and aid in improving officer safety. Supervisors will
document at least one video review quarterly for each deputy on their
squad in accordance with policy A2.12.

lf a supervisor feels that a video file may be useful as a training tool,
they will notify the patrol administrative lieutenant vra the chain of
command and request that a copy of the video file be forwarded to
Commander of the Special Operations Division. No video file will be
used for training purposes while the case is being litigated.

Deputies may review a recording in which they were the recorder by
logging onto the client software using their assigned user lD and
password from a designated computer access point. To review a
recording in which a deputy was not the recorder, they must submit
a request through the chain of command to the patrol commander. lf

A

B

C

Supervisors will visually inspect the MVR system and test it for
proper function as part of the monthly vehicle inspection.
Supervisors will forward any tvlVR equipment issues to lT
immediately.

3.10.009 Review, Retention. and Storaqe of Recordinqs
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approved, the patrol commander or designee will submit a copy of
the file to the Property Section. The requesting deputy can then
retrieve the video, review it, and return it to the Property Section.
Deputy sheriffs will not copy any recording, nor will any copy be
removed from headquarters other than for official business.

All requests to review recordings by civilian personnel or outside
agencies will be submitted in writing to the Sheriff, St. Mary's County
Sheriff's Office. lf approved by the sheriff or designee, arrangements
will be made for the requestor to view the video file at headquarters.
The video file to be reviewed will not be copied by any means norwill
it be removed from headquarters.

Only the patrol commander or designee will be authorized to copy
any recordings.

Officers shall be responsible for uploading all recordings to the
secure system server at least once every two weeks. Recordings will
be stored, duplicated, distributed or erased only in compliance with
this policy. The Propefi Section is responsible for the management,
storage and security of all copied files placed in their care.

Whenever a vehicle equipped with an MVR system is reassigned to
another operator, prior to the reassignment the originally assigned
deputy will login at a designated upload location and ensure all
recordings have been uploaded to the server. ln circumstances
where the assigned deputy has separated from service, the patrol
commander will ensure a supervisor with system access logs into the
server from the separated employee's vehicle at a designated upload
location, which will initiate an automatic upload of saved video.

lf the automatic upload fails to initiate in either circumstance noted
above, the patrol commander or designee will remove the SD Card
from the affected vehicle's MVR System and manually upload the
saved video using a computer workstation equipped with an SD Card
reader. Whenever an SD Card is removed from an MVR system, a
property record will be completed to preserve chain of custody of any
video that may be saved on the SD Card. Once the video has been
manually uploaded using an equipped computer workstation, the
completed property record will be retained by the patrol commander
in the MVR file.

The IVIVR system automatically erases recordings not bookmarked
for retention from the MVR server when the retention period for a
recording segment has reached Three hundred and sixty-six (366)
days.

E
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Recordings containing material of essential or evidenliary value,
such as arrests, assaults, physical or verbal confrontations or
incidents which may result in a citizen's complaint, will be
bookmarked using one of the classifications available within the
bookmark menu.

Data stored on the MVR server and held as evidence will continue to
be held on the server for a minimum period of five hundred and forty-
five (545) days. The server will automatically erase bookmarked
recordings on the five hundred and forty-sixth day unless a request
has been made to extend the retention period for a specific incident.

The MVR system is not intended to be used as a disciplinary tool
against officers for minor infringements of policies or procedures.

Supervisors will not arbitrarily review videoiaudio recordings for the
purpose of identifying minor infractions of department policies or
procedures-

However, when cases of misconduct and/or repetitive negative
behavior are brought to the attention of the department via supervisor
review and/or an official complaint, the video file may be reviewed
and be used as the basis for performance counseling or disciplinary
action.

The department may use video files for training or other purposes
with the approval of the patrol commander or designee.

MVR video/audio recordings may be used by Field Training Officers
to review the actions of probationary officers participating in the field-
training program.

Handling of the recording will be consistent with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up recordings
just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the recording by
prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in the case is
necessary.

3.10.01 I Video Data Duplication

All recordings produced by agency recording equipment is the
exclusive property of the St. Mary's County Sheriff's Office.
Recordings will only be duplicated for official purposes. Copies of
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B

recordings needed for court, training, or other official purposes will
be produced by the patrol commander or designee.

Any person reguesting a copy of a recording must sign an agreement
stating the copy being obtained is only to be used for the purpose(s)
stated in the request. All requests for copies of a recording from
anyone other than the involved deputy or an agency
supervisory/management authority, will be in writing and directed to
the sheriff. This request must be made at least 30 days in advance
of the need in order to allow for review, processing and the time
needed to create the copy. Any approved request will require a
Mobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data Request Form (SMCSO Form
#77) be completed by the requestor. The fee for each recording is
$20, which is waived for intra-agency, allied law enforcement and
State's Attorney's Office requests. All original tt/obile Video Data
Request Forms (SMCSO Form #77) will be maintained in an MVR
File by the patrol commander.

All requests for video made by the States Attorney's Office will be
processed by the Patrol Administrative Coordinator. The
Administrative Coordinator will be responsible for determining
which videos are connected to the criminal case and will provide
the videos to the requestor. There will be no requirement to review
the video content prior to releasing them.

All intra-agency requests for copies of recordings will be made at
least 14 days in advance of the anticipated need. The requesting
employee will complete a tMobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Fotm #77). Requests will normally be
submitted by the originating officer; however, other intra-agency
personnel with a demonstrated need will be considered.

ln exceptional cases, the 14-day advance notice rule may be waived,
expediting a request. The request for such a waiver will be in the form
of a memorandum addressed to the assistant sheriff and sent
through the chain of command explaining the need for the waiver.
The memo will be attached to the Mobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data
Request Form (SMCSO Form#77).

Requests for copies by command personnel or the Office of
Professional Respon sibilities are exempt from the 14-day advance
notice rule.

When the Mobile Video Recorder (MVR) Data Request Form
(SMCSO Form #77) is completed, it will be presented to the Patrol
Commander or his/her designee. The patrol commander or designee
will be responsible for having the video file copied in a timely manner.
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The copy will be immediately submitted to the Property Section via a
Property Record under the original incident.

H. All copied recordings will be picked up in person from the Property
Section and will be signed for by the person having authority to have
the copy made. That person will have responsibility for the security
of the recording and will return it to Property as soon as the purpose
for which it was requested is served. Generally this will be upon
completion of a court case or other legal proceeding where the
recording was needed.

l. Handling of the recording will be consistenl with the practice of
handling other items of evidence with respect to chain of custody
requirements. ln this regard, officers will normally pick up
recordings just prior to any legal proceeding, unless viewing of the
recording by prosecutors or other authorized persons involved in
the case is necessary.
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.larnes R. Gul. Presidenr

Elic Colr in. Cornmissioner
Michael 1.. ller,ritt. Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Comnrissioner
John E. 0'Connor- Conrnr issioner

September 29. 2020

' re Honorable Matthe* N'lorgan
Maryland House of Delegates
i I 0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis. N{D 21401

Re: St. N{ary's County - To amend 610-402of the (\turts and Judit'ial Proceedings Article to
allow St. Mary's County Animal Control Officers to wear body cameras

I)car ( hairnran Nlorgan:

The Commissioners of St. Mary's Countl support the request to amend 610-402 olthe (-orrrts

oul ,Judicial Proce edings Article of the Annotated ('ode of lvlaryland to allow St. Mary"s County
Animal Control Officers to u'ear body canrcras as requested by Stephen Walker. f)irector of
Emergencl Services.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens of St. Mar)'s County. We look lbrward to rvorking with you on this and other initiativcs
throughout the session.

Sincc'rclr.
( () N4ISSIONI-rRS Ol' S1. Mr\R\"S ( OtiN I Y

/-J/
antes Randy Guy. President

( SVC,ABlsf
I ( onieot2o2f, ll7

Cc. Senator Jack Bailel'
I)elegate Cerald Clark
f)elegate Brian Crosb;-
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Administrator
David Weiskopf. Countl" Attomel"

srnd.com



ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY
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James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate Chair
Committee

House Offlce Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Chairman

Committee on 2021

We request a favorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

Jarres Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Dclegate Gcrald Ciark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . wrl,-w.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@STMARySMD.CoM

HB St. Mary's County
To allow animal control officers to wear bodv cameras

RE: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County - to allow animal control officers to wear
body cameras
Hearing on _, 2021

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County
to allow animal control officers to wear body cameras which is being heard in the



ST. MARY's CoUNTY GovERNMET'T

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County
to allow animal control officers to wear bodv cameras

SUPPORT

,2021

, Chair
Committee

Senator

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Hearing on

Dear Chainnan

RE: Bill #: St. Mary's County - Allow animal control officers to wear body
cameras

2o2I

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: _ - St. Mary's County - to
allow animal control officers to wear body cameras which is being heard in the
Committee on ,2021 .

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Cerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopt County Attomey

P.O. BOx 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 41770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEoNAR-DToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 r www.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@sTMARysMD.coM
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COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JOINT MEETTNG
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGTSLATIVE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy

OCTOBER 6. 2020 A l 6:00 P.\r.
41 770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 l,egislative Proposals will be presented to the Cornrnissioners at their regular me€ting at 9:00 a.rn.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's Counly Delegation at 6:00 p.rn.

Requestors will be given r#EBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

REQUESToR: LORI JENr-l)iCs-tlARRIS, DIRECTOR. DEPARTIIETiT OF ACI\C AND HUI\rAN SERvICES
ItR. vANTE BURKES, CHAIR, Ht-r\rAN RELATTONS COt\tl SSlON

ADDRESS: 41770 BALDRtDcL srREET, LEoNARDTo\r,N, t\ID 20650

'l'ELEPHoNt: 301-47 5-4200 x1070 (LoRr JENN rNCS-HARRrs)
207-837-7-174 (\'ANrE BURKES)

[]\r.\ :

SUB.IECT MATTER: TO REQUEST TO REVISE THE ST. NIARY,S COUNTY TIUI\IAN RELATIONS CO|!INTISSION
PROTECTED CI,ASSES TO INCLUDE SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND GENDER IDENTITY

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE: Annotated Code: Local Govemment Article 929-106(b)(2)

FISCAL INIPACT: YEs Nox ANTOUNT: 

-

REQUEST: To request to revise the language located in the Local Govemment Article 29-106(b)(2) (St.
Mary's County Human Relations Council Duties) to include sexual orientation and gender identity within
the protected classes of people.

$ 29-106. Miscellaneous powers and duties

(a) Powers. -- The Commission may:
(l) provide advice and assistance related to the filing and processing ofgrievances and complaints of
discrimination with the appropriate federal and State agenciesi
(2) educate the community on the rights and responsibilities of people relating to housing, employment,
and public accommodations;
(3) advocate for the removal of all vestiges of discrimination; and
(4) assist in nonbinding altemative dispute resolution.

(b) Duties. -- The Commission shall:
(l) use its influence and persuasion to direct the efforts of the community to solving problems that many
times are the basic reasons for racial tensionsi and
(2) encourage and ensure equal treatment ofall people. rvilhout regard to race, color, religion. ancestry.
national origin, sex, SEXU.A.L ORIENTATION, GENDER IDENTY, age, marital status. or physical or

l-oRt.HARRrsfu s'[]rAR\ S]tD.co]t
\. ANTE. BI- RK ESan (; \I.\ l l-.CONl



mental disability, in compliance with federal. State, and local lar.vs and regulations related to housing,
employment, and public accommodations.

SuBMtr By AUGUST 26,2020 ro:

COMMISSIoNERS oF ST. MARY's CoUNTY
41770 BALDRIDcE STREnT
P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDToWN MARYLAND 20650
csmc(zrlstrnarysmd. com

AND MATT MoRGAN, DELEGATE
DrsrRrcr 29A, ST. MARy's CouNTy
3IO HoUsE OFFICE BUILDING
6 BLADEN STREET
ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401
lnatt.morqan((rhouse.state.md.us



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. S 29-101

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LocAL GoVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST, MARY'S COUNTY HUMAIV RELATOA'S CO,,I'M'SS/ON

S 29-101. Definitions

(a) ln general. -ln this title the followlng words have the meanings indicated

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection formerly was Art. 49B. S 44(a).

". REVISOR'S NOTE

The former reference to "phrases" is deleted as included in the reference to "words"
-. REVISOR'S NOTE

The only other change is in style.

(b) Alternative dispute resolution. -"Alternative dispute resolution" inciudes mediation.

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection formerly was Art. 498, S 44(b).

" REVISOR'S NOTE

No changes are made.

(c) Commission. -"Commission" means the St. Mary's County Human Relations Commission

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection formerly was Art. 498. S 44(d)
,. REVISOR'S NOTE

No changes are made.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 498, S 44(a), (bl. (d\i 2013. ch. 119, $ 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE TO SECTION.

Former Art.49B. g 44(c), which defined "Board" to mean the Board of County Commissioners of St. Mary's

County, is deleted as unnecessary in light of the revision of this title to refer to the County Commissioners of St.

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. -{ 29-102

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MO - Annotated code of Maryland > LocAL GoVERNMENT > DlvlsloN V. oTHER LocAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAAI RELAT'ONS COMMISSION

S 29-102. Established; purpose

(a) Established. -By ordinance or resolution, the County Commissioners of St. Mary's County may establish a

Human Relations Commission for the county.

(b) Purposes. -The purposes ofthe Commission are to:

(1)promote understanding and harmony of relationship among the people of the county through the

study of the nature and causes of social friction and preJudice:

(2)advance the means for the alleviation of social friction and preiudice: and

(3)further the American ideal of equality and justice.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 498. S 45(a), (b): 2013. ch. 119, 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 498, $ 45(a) and (b)

Research References & Practice Aids

DEFINED TERM:

"Commission" S 29-101

USER NOTE:

For more generally applicable notes, see notes under the first section of this part. subtitle, title, division or article

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann, 6 29.103

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated code of Maryland > LOCAL GoVERNMENT > DlvlsloN v. oTHER LocAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29, ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAN RELAI'OruS COMMISSION

S 29-103. Membership

(a) Appoinfnent of members. -The County Commissioners of St. Mary's County shallt

(1)determine the size of the Commission:

(2lappoint the members of the Commission: and

(3)ensure that the membership of the Commission reflects the diversity of the people of the county

(b) Tenure. -
(1)The term of a member is 4 years.

(2)The terms of the members shall be staggered in a manner determined by the County

Commissioners of St. Mary's County.

(3)A member may not serve more than two consecutive terms.

History

An. Code 1957. art. 498, S 47(a), (bl 2013. ch. 119. 6 2

Annotations

Research References & Practice Aids

ANGELA BLONDINO

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 498, $ 47(a) and (b).

ln subsection (aX3) of this section. the reference to the "people of the county" is substituted for the former

reference to the "County's population" for clarity.

ln subsection (b)(3) of this section, the reference to "member" is substituted for the former reference lo "person"

for clarity.



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. .{ 29-104

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code ot Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAA' RETAIIONS COMMISSION

S 29-104. Officers

(a) Chair and vice chair. -From among its members, the Commission shall select a chair and a vice chair of
the Commission,

(bl Tenure. -
(1)The terms of the chair and vice chair are 1 year.

(2)A member may not serve as the chair or vice chair for more than two consecutive terms.

An. Code 1957, art.49B, S 47(c) :2013. ch. 1 19, 52

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 498, S 47(c).

ln subsection (a) of this section. the phrase '[flrom among its members" is added for consistency with other

revised articles of the Code.

Also in subsection (a) of this section, the former reference to selecting a chair and vice chair'to be the officers"

of the Commission is deleted as implicit.

ln subsection (b) of this section, the references to "chair" and "vice chair" are substituted for the former

references to 'an officer of the Commission" for clarity.

ln subsection (bX2) of this section, the reference to 'member" is substituted for the former reference to "person"

for clarity.

Research References & Practice Aids

ANGELA BLONDINO

History



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. 6 29-105

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. SI. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAA' RELAI'O'VS COMMISSION

S 29-105. Compensation; administrative support

(a) Compensation. -A member of the Commission may nol receive compensation as a member of the

Commission.

(b) Administrative support. -The County Commissioners of St. Mary's County may appropriate money for
the administrative support of the Commission.

History

Notes

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art.49B. SS 50 and 47(d).

Subsection (a) of this section is revised in standard language for consistency with other revised articles of the

Code.

Research References & Practice Aids

DEFINEO TERM:

"Commissaon"

USER NOTE:

s 29-101

For more generally applicable notes. see notes under the first section of this part. sublitle. title, division or article

ANGELA BLONDINO

An. Code 1957, art. 49B, SS 47(d), 50:2013. ch. 119. 6 2.

Annotations

REVISOR'S NOTE



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. 6 29-106

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LoCAL GoVERNMENT > DlvlsloN V. oTHER LocAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAN RELAI'O'VS COMMISSION

S 29-105. Miscellaneous powers and duties

(a) Powers. -The Commission may:

(1)provide advice and assistance related to the filing and processing of grievances and complaints of
discrimination with the appropriate federal and State agencies,

(2)educate the community on the rights and responsibilities of people relating to housing. employment.

and public accommodations:

(3)advocate for the removal of all vestiges of discrimination: and

(4)assist in nonbinding alternative dispute resolution.

(b) Duties. --The Commission shall:

(1)use its influence and persuasion to direct the efforts of the community to solving problems that many

times are the basic reasons for racial tensions: and

(2)encourage and ensure equal treatment of all people. without regard to race, color. religion, ancestry,

national origin, sex, age, marital status, or physical or mental disability, in compliance with federal,

State. and local laws and regulations related to housing. employment. and public accommodations.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 498. SS 45(c), (d\,46'.2013. ch. 119, 5 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art.49B, SS 46 and 45(c) and (d).

ln the introductory language of subsection (a) of this section. the former phrase "[t]o accomplish the obligation

imposed under $ 45 of this subtitle" is deleted as surplusage.

ln subsection (b)(2) of this section. the reference to "disability" is substituted for the former reference to

"handicap" for consistency with federal law and other revised articles of the Code.

DEFINED TERMS:

s 29-101

ANGELA BLONDINO

"Alternative dispute resolution"



Md. LOCAL GOVERNMENT Code Ann. $ 29-107

This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD . Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTT'ES > TITLE 29, ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAIV RELAI'O'VS COMM'SS/OA/

S 29-107. Request for alternative dispute resolution

(a) Time limit to file written request. -A person seeking an alternative dispute resolution under this title shall
file a written request for alternative dispute resolution within 6 months after lhe date of the inctdent giving rise to

the request.

(b) Filing requirements. -
(1)A person who satisfies the time requirements under subsection (a) of this section is deemed 1o have

complied with the req uirements ot 6 20-1004 of the State Government Aiicle

(2)The Commission may provide a copy of a wriften request filed under subsection (a) of this section to

the Maryland Commission on Human Relations to verify the compliance of a party with the
req uirements of fi 20-1004 of the State Government Adicle

History

An. Code 1957, art. 498, S 51; 2013. ch. 119. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

This section is new language derived without subslantive change from former Art. 498, S 51.

ln subsection (a)of this section, the reference to the date of the "incident giving rise to the request" is substituted

for the former reference to the "relevant incident" for claraty.

Also in subsection (a) of this seclion, the former reference to a person seeking "the involvement of the

Commission" is deleted as surplusage.

Also in subsection (a) of this section, the reference to an alternative dispute resolution "under this title" is
substituled for the former reference to an alternative dispute resolution "related to an incident within the

Commission's jurisdiction" for brevity.

"Alternative dispute resolution"

"Commission"

s 29-101

s 29-101

ANGELA BLONDINO

REVISOR'S NOTE

DEFINEO TERMS:
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This documents reflects changes received through chapter 18 of the 2020 session

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENI/T'ES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMAAI RELAI'O'VS COMMISSION

S 29-109. Annual report

(al Required. -Subject to subsection (b) of this section. the Commission shall file with the County
Commissioners of St. Mary's County a comprehensave reporl of its activities al least once every '12 months.

(b) Confidential information. -The Commission may not reveal any confidential information in the report to
the county commissioners.

History

An. Code 1957. art. 498, S 49: 2013. ch. 119.5 2

Annotations

Notes

Research References & Practice Aids

DEFINED TERM:

"Commission" S 29-101

USER NOTE:

For more generally applicable notes, see notes under the first section of this part. subtitle, title, division or article

Annotated Code of [.4aryland

REVISOR'S NOTE

This section formerly was Art. 498, S 49.

The only changes are in style.

ANGELA BLONDINO
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MD - Annotated Code ot Maryland > LOCAL GOVERNMENT > DIVISION V. OTHER LOCAL
ENTITIES > TITLE 29. ST. MARY'S COUNTY HUMATV RELAT'OIVS COMMISS/ON

S 29-1 08. Alternative dispute resolution

(a) Construction of section. -This section supersedes any contrary provision of the Public lnformation Act
and the St. Mary's County Open Meetings Act.

(b) Confidentiality. -
(1)Subject to paragraph (2) of this subsection:

(ilall activities of the Commission that relate to an alternalive dispute resolution. a grievance. or a
complaint of discrimination shall be conducted in confidence and without publicity; and

(ii)the Commission may meet in closed session when dealing with an alternative dispute resolution,

a grievance, or a complaint of discrimination.

(2)lf all parties involved in an alternative dispute resolution, a grievance, or a complaint of
discrimination consent in writing. the activities of the Commission related to the alternative dispute
resolution, grievance. or complaint of discrimination may be conducted publicly.

(3)Except as provided under g 29-107 of this title. the Commission shall hold confidential all information

concerning an alternative dispute resolution, a grievance, or a complaint of discrimination, including the

identities of the parties involved.

(4)The Commission shall hold confidential any information and records obtained by a predecessor

county body that was authorized to perform a function similar to that of the Commission before July 1.

1997.

(c) Admissibility of records ot proceedings as evidence. --

(1)lnformation related to the activities or involvement of the Commissjon in an alternative dispute

resolution, a grievance, or a complaint of discrimination may not be admitted as evidence in any

administrative proceeding or litigation.

(2)The records of the Commission may not be discovered in any administrative proceeding or litigation.

(d) Public inspection of records. -
(1)Except as provided under $ 29-107 of this title and paragraph (2) of this subsection. information or
records related to the activities or involvement of the Commission in an altemative dispute resolution. a

grievance, or a complaint of discrimination are not subject to public inspection under the Maryland
Public lnformation Act.

(2)Statistical information may be made available for public inspection under S 4-501(e) of the General
Provisions Article.

History

48.2013. ch. 119. L2:2014. ch. 104, 6 2An. Code 1957. art.498. S

ANGELA BLONDINO
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. N,IAT{Y'S COUNTY

James R. Gu1'. President

Eric Colvin. Commissioner
Nlichael L. Hewitt. Commissioner

Todd B- Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor. Commissiorrer

Septenrbcr 19. :020

The Ilonorable Mattheu' Morgan
fularyland House of Delegates
i I 0 House Ot'fice Building
6 Bladen Strcet
Annapolis. MD 21401

llc: St. \{ary's County --lo amend $29-106(bX2) ol'the [-ocal Government Arlicle to revisc the
lluman Relations Comnrission Duties lo include sexual orientation and gender
identity language within the protected classes ol'people

[)ear Chairman Molgan

I'he ('ommissioners of St. Mary's County support the request to amend 629-106(b)(2) ofthe
Local Government Article to revise the Human Relations Commission Duties to include sexual
orientation and gender identity language u ithin the protected classes of people
as requested b1, Lori Jennings-Harris, l)irector o l'the l)epartment of Aging and Human Serr ices
and Vante Burkes, Chair of thc St. Mary's County l{uman Relations Commission.

\\'e appreciate the introduction ot'this legislation and believe this legislation uill benetit the
citizens of Sl. Mary's Count1,. We look forward to working with y'ou on this and other initiati\es
throughout the session.

Sincerell.
COI\4MISSIONERS OI' ST. MARY'S COLTNTY

/A
-/4.*{* '
%m.s Randv Gu1,. President

( SVC,AB,sl
I /( oirscnr'1020'l-18

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosb,v

Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hew.itt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. Count-v Adminislrator
David Weiskopf. County Attomey

p o. Bo\ 653 . cHEsAPEAIu tlt ll DlNc . 4 1770 BAl.lrRltxlE sr.. I EoNARt)r owN. MD 20650
pl ()\r l0l ..175.4200 ' I 3 50 . r.Ax .t0l .475.,1935 . ynu.rulasa4!9!! . CSMC@S t',Nt^RYsMD.( ()\l



ST, MARY's CoUNTY GovERNNTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. IIewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissionerl6 3t

HB - St. Mary's County Human Relations
Commission - to add sexual orientation and gender

identity to the list ofprotected classes ofpeople
SUPPORT

,202t

Delegate , Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room I0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: House Bill #: _- St. Mary's County Human Relations Commission - to add
sexual orientation and gender identity to the list ofprotected classes ofpeople
Hearing on ,2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: St. Mary's County
Human Relatior.rs Commission - to add sexual orientation and gender identity to the list of
protected classes ofpeople which is being heard in the Comm ittce
ol.l 2021

We request a tavorable report on House Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

(c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegatc Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgeft, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County Attomey

P,O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDING ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@SrMARysMD.coM

+'



James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor. Commissioner

ST, MARY's Cou,\*TY GovER'\NIENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

'e

Senate Bill _ St. Mary's County Human Relations
Commission - to add sexual orientation and gender

identity to the list ofprotected classes ofpeople
SUPPORT

,2021

Scnalor Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Bill #: _ St. Mary's County Human Relations Commission - to add sexual
orientation and gender identity to the list ofprotected classes ofpeople
Heanng on ,2021

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Bill #: _ St. Mary's County
Human Relations Commission to add sexual orientation and gender identity to the list of
protected classes ofpeople which is being heard in the Committee on

2021

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens olSt. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Dclegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgeft, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAKE BUTLDTNG . 41770 BALDRIDGE sr., LEoNARDTowN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . w\ryw-s!4ary$sd{als . CSMC@SrMARysMD.coM

Sincerely,

Cc





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAI, FORM

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARY's CouNTy LEGTSLATTVE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrsstoNERs oF ST. MARY's CouNTv

OCTOBER 6.2020 Ar 6:00 P.\r.
4I770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEos.ARDTowN, MARYLAND

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Septernber 22 - Legislative Proposals will be prescnted to thc Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.rn.

Septernber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m
C)ctober 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.

RTQTIESToR: TI}I C,\NTERON. SHIiRIF}-

ADDR[SS: 23I50 LEoNARD HALL DRI\.E, LEONARDTO$,N, MD 20650

(-101) 475-,1200 xl9l I
1'tu.cAttERo\rfl sTlrAR\ slll).co\I

SUBJECT MATTER: To REQUEST A]ITEn.DMENT oF THE LOCAL GANIING PROVISIONS RELATING TO

BIr-GO

LEGIsLATIVE REFERENcE: Annotated Code: Criminal Law Article
$13-2101, $13-2103, sl3-210s, $13-2106, $13-2107 AND $13-21l5

FISCAL INTPACT: YI,S NO

REQUEST:

To request amendment of Criminal Law Article $13-2101, $ l3-2103, $13-2105, $ l3-2106, $ l3-2107
AND $ I 3-21 l5 and to replace with the following:

$ l3-2101. Definitions

(a) In general. -- In this subtitle the following words have the meanings indicated.
(b) County commissioners. -- "County commissioners" means the Commissioners of St. Maryrs County.

(c) Gaming device. -
(l) "Gaming device" includes a paddle wheel, wheel of fortune, chance book, bingo, Nevada card,

and a stamp machine.
(2) "Gaming device" does not include a slot machine, as defined in $ I 2-301 of this article.

(d) Gaming event. -- "Gaming event" means a camival, bazaar, or raffle.
(e) Qualified organization. - "Qualified organization" means:

(l) a volunteer fire comPany; or
(2) a bona fide:

(i) religious organization;
(ii) fratemal organization;
(iii) civic organizationl
(iv) war veterans' organization; or

TEI-TPHoNE:
E}r,\IL:

A}IOT:NT:
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-
(O COMMITTEE _ COMMITTEE MEANS THE (BINGO LICENSING PERMIT REVIEW
COMMITTEE" APPOINTED BY THE COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY IN
SECTION 13-2I03 OF THIS SECTION.

$ l3-2103. lBingo+i€ense+€q{ired} Bingo Licensing Permit Review Committee, County Agency or
the Commissioners' Designee

A. A qualified organization must have a bingo license whenever the qualified organization conducts
bingo.

B. THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS MAY APPOINT:
1. A BINGO LICENSING PERMIT REVIEW COMMITTEE; OR

(A) THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF FIVE REGULAR MEMBERS AND TWO
ALTERNATE ITIEMBERS.

(B) A QUORUM OF THE COMMITTEE CONSISTS OF:
(D THREE REGULAR MEMBERS; OR
(ii) IF FEWER THAN THREE REGULAR MEMBERS ARE PRESENT AT
A MEETING, ENOUGH ALTERNATE MEMBERS DESIGNATED BY THE
CHAIRPERSON TO ACT AS REGULAR MEMBERS TO CREATE A

QUORUM.
(C) AN ALTERNATE I\IEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE MAY SERVE, ONLY AS

PROVIDED UNDER PARAGRAPH (3) OF THIS SUBSECTION.
2. ACOUNTYAGENCY;OR
3. THECOMMISSIONERS'DESIGNEE.

C. DUTIES OF THE BINGO I,ICENSING PERNIIT REVIEW CONINTITTEE' COUNTY
AGENCY OR THE COMMISSIONERS'DESICNEE. -- SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF

THE COUNTY COMNIISSIONERS, THE COMMITTEE, COUNTY AGENCY OR THE

CONINIISSIONERS'DESIGNEE N{AY ADOPT REGULATIONS TO GOvERN BINGO
ACTI\'ITIES AND THE ISSUANCE OF PERN'IITS UNDER S 2I.2I07 OF THIS SUBTITLE.

S l3-2105. Bingo - License application
COMN{ITTEE, COUNTY
tion shall submit an application

(a) Submission to lCre+i{$BINGO LICENSING PERI\'IlT REVIEW
AGENCY OR THE CONINTISSIONERS' DESIGNEE. - An organiza

for a bingo license to the [sl,*ed{$ BINGO LICENSING PERMIT REVIEW COMMITTEE,
COUNTY AGENCY OR TIIE COMMISSIONERS' DESIGNEE.
(b) Contents. -- A principal officer of the organization shall certify in the application for a bingo license:

(l) thc name and address ofthe organization:
(2) the name and address ofthe officer seeking the license for the organization;

(3) that the of'ficer is authorized by the organization to file the application;

(4) the time and place of bingo;

i5) that, within l5 days after the last day named in the application for the license to conduct bingo, a

principal officer of the organization will file under penalties of perjury the report required by $ I 3-2 I 09 of
this subtitle:
(6) that bingo will be conducted solely and personally by the regular members of the organization,

without the assistance of gaming professionals; and



$ l3-2106. Bingo -- License lee

(a) Established by county commissioners. -- By resolution, the county commissioners may establisl.r a

bingo license fee schedule based on criteria that the county commissioners consider appropriate.
(b) Charged by tsheriffl BINGO LICENSING PERMIT REVIEW COMMITTEE, COUNTY
AGENCY OR THE COMMISSIONERS' DESIGNEE. . - The tsh€+iffl BINGO LICENSING
PERMIT REVIEW COMMITTEE, COUNTY AGENCY OR THE COMMISSIONERS'
DESIGNEE shall charge for each license the annual license fee that the county commissioners set by
resolution.
(c) Deposit. -- A resolution adopted under subsection (a) of this section shall speciflz the fund in which
the license fees are to be deposited.

$ l3-2107. Bingo - Right to license

The [she+i#] BINGO LICENSING PERMIT REVIEW COMMITTEE, COUNTY AGENCY OR
THE COMMISSIONERS' DESIGNEE shall issue a numbered license to an organization that meets the

requirements of g,,s 13-210, through l3-21l0 of this subtitle to conduct bingo and award prizes.

$ l3-21 15. Gaming events and gaming devices -- Record keeping

(a) Required. - A qualified organization shatl keep accurate records ofproceeds and expenditures

involving gaming devices.
(b) Inspection. -- On request, a qualified organization shall allow the State's Attomey for the county, a

State Police officer, and the{shed{fordep*ty+hei{$ BINGO LICENSING PERMIT REVIEW
COMMITTEE, COUNTY AGENCY OR THE COMMISSIONERS' DESIGNEE tO EXAMiNC thE

records required under subsection (a) of this section.

SUBMIT BY AUGUST 26, 2020 TO:

AND M.rrr Moncln-, DET,EGATE

DIsTRICT 29A, ST. NIAR\.'S COt'NTY
310 Hot st: OFF|( E Bl. ll.Dt\c
6 BI,ADEN STREET

An-NAPoLIS, MD 21401
lnatt.l'uor,tan[,{ house.state.md.us

(7) that no compensation or reward will be paid to a person for conducting or assisting in conducting
bingo.

CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARY'S CoUNTY
41770 BALDRIDGE STREET

P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDTowN MARYLAND 20650
csmc(ristmarysmd.com



Md. CRIMINAL LAw code Ann.6 13-2101

Slalutes current through legislation etfeclive July 10.2020

MD. Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAw > flTLE 13. GAMING - LocAL
PROY'S'O'VS > SUBTITLE 21. ST, MARY1S COUNTY

S 13-2101 . Definitions

{a) ln general. -ln this subtitle the tollowing words have the meanings indicated.

.. REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection is new language used as the standard inlroductory language to a definition section

(b) County commissioners. -"County commissaoners' means the Board of county Commissioners of St.

l\,1ary's County.

. REVISOR'S NOTE

This subseclion is new language added to avoid repetition of the phrase "Board of County

Commissioners of St. Mary's County'and for consistency within this title.

(c) Gaming device. -
(l )"Gaming device" includes a paddle wheel, wheel of fodune, chance book, bingo. Nevada card, and a

stamp machine.

(2)"Gaming device" does not include a slot machine. as deflned in S 12-301 of this articie.

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection is new language added to avoid repetilion of the phrase'paddle wheels. wheels of

fortune, chance books, binqo, Nevada cards stamp machines, or any other gaming device" found in

former Art. 27, S 255(d).

(d) Gaming event. -"Gaming event" means a carnival, bazaar, or raffle.

* REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection js new language added for consistency within this title

(e) Oualified organization. -'Qualifled organization" means:

(l)a volunteer fire company: or

(2)a bona fide:

(i)religious organization;

(ii)f raternal organization:

(iiilcivic organization:

(iv)war veteaans' organization; or

(v)charitable organization.

- REVISOR'S NOTE

ANGELA BLONDINO
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lrd. CRIMINAL LAW code Ann. S 13-2101

This subsoction is new language added to avoid repetition ol th6 phrase 'a volunteer fire
company or bona fide fraternal. civic, war vet€rans'. religious. or charitable organization or
corporation'.

- REVISOR'S NOTE

The iormer reterence to a "corporation'is deleted as implicit in the referen@s to an

'organization".

(0 Sherift. -'Sheriff means the Sheriff of St. Mary's County.

. REVISOR'S NOTE

This subsection is new language added to avoid repetition of the phrase "Sherifi of St. Mary's County'
and for consistency within this title.

History

2002, ch. 26, L2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE TO SECTION.

The Reviso/s notes in lh,s section comprse infomalion 'r-lated lo the rcvision by Acts 2002. ch 26

EDITOR'S NOTE. -
Some of the cases appearing in the notes to this article were decided under the former slatutes in effect prior to the

2OO2 revision. Ihese earlier cases have been moved to pertinenl sections of lhe revised material where they may

be used in interpreting the current statutes lnternal references have also been updated'

Editor,s notes from legislation affecting the statutes from which the provisions ot this article were derived may

have been retained and may appear under pe(inent provisions of this article.

Seclro/,l 5. ch. 26, 2002 , provides that "S 281 (i) of Article 27 - Crjmes and Punishments of lhe Annotaled

Code of Maryland be repealed and reenacted, with amendments, and transferred to the Session Laws- to read as

follows:

.1. The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene [Maryland Oepartment of Health] shall initially permit persons

to register under Tiie 5. subtitle 3 ol the criminal Law Article if the persons own or operate any establishment

enga;ed in the manufacture, distribution or dispensing of any controlled dangerous substances prior to July 1,

'1970. and who are registered or licensed by the State."

Sectioi., 6, ch. 26 Acls 2002 provides thal "SS 302 (a) through (c), inclusive' of Article 27 - Crimes and

Punishments of the Annotaied Code ol Maryland be repealed and reenacted. with amendments. and transferred lo

the Session Laws, to .ead as follows

ANGELA BLONDINO



Mcl. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. 613-2102

Statutes currenl through legislation effective July 10 2020

MD. Annotated Code ot Maryland > CRIMINAL LAw > rITLE 13. GArllNG -- LocAL
PROY'S'OA'S > SUBTIrLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

s 'l.3-2102. Scope and application of subtitle

(a) Scope ol subtitle. -This subtitle applles only in St Mary's County.

(b) Application ol Subtitle 2. -Subtitle 2 of this title applies in St. Mary's County

History

An. code 1957, art.27, S 255(aX12), (d): 2002. ch. 26..6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

Ihis Rgvrso/s ,ote cofiptises inlormation elated to the @vision by Acls 2002. ch 26-

Subsection (a) of this section is new language added to clarily that this subtille applaes only in St. Mary's County.

subsection (b) of this section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 27. S

255(aX12)and the first sentence of (d), as it related lo its application to St. Mary's County'

USER NOTE:

For more generally applicable notes, see notes under the first section of this part, sublitle, title, division or article

Annotaled code or Maryland

coprriohl2o2O by Malthew Bsod€. and comPanv lnc.. a member ot the LexisNexB Grcup AtlrighB Gserved

ANGELA BLONDINO
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Md. CRrMINAL LAW Qqge Ann. $ 13-2103

Statules current lhrough legislation etfective July 10, 2020

MD - Annotated Code ot Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMING - LOCAL
PROY'S'OA'S > SUBTIILE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

s 13-2103. Bingo - License required

A qualified organization must have a bingo license whenever the qualilled organization conducts bingo

History

An. code 1957. art. 27 .5251(a\: 2002. ch. 26. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s nore compises information related to lhe rcvision by Acts 2002- ch. 26.

This section is new language derived without substanlive change from former Art. 27, S 251(a), as it related to

the requirement of a qualified orqanization to conduct bingo.

The references to a 'qualified' organization are substituted for the lomer reference to an "eligible' organization

for consistency wilhin this title.

Research References & Practice Aids

OEFINED TERM:

'Oualilied orqanization"

USER NOTE:

s 13-2101

For more generally applicable notes. see notes under the first section of this part. subtitle, title. division or article
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.613-2104

Statutes current through legislation effective July 10 2020

MD - Annotated code ot Marytand > aRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GAMING -- LocAL
PROY'S'O'VS > SUBTITLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

S 13-2104. Bingo -- Qualified organizations

To be eligible for a bingo license, an organization must bei

(1)a bona tide religious group that has conducted religious servicas at a fixed location in the county lor
at least 3 years before the application date:

(2)a volunteer fire c{mpany or volunteer rescue squad, regardless of whether the company or squad is

supported by tax revenues. or an auxiliary unit whose members are associated directly with the

company or squad;

(3)a nationally chanered veterans' organization, or an auxiliary unit whose membe.s aro associated

directly with the organization; or

(4)a nonprofit organization thatl

(i)has operated in the county for at least 3 years befo.e the application date; and

(ii)intends to raise money tor an exclusively charitable, athletic. or educational purpose specifically

described in the application.

H istory

An. code 1957, art. 27 , 5 251(bl: 2002. ch. 26. 6 2: 2003 ch. 21. 6 1

Annotatrons

REVISOR'S NOTE

Ihis Reviso/s nole co mpises inlormation rclatod to lhe revision by Acts 2002. ch 26'

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art 27' S 251(b)'

lnit€m(1)ofthissection,theformerreferenceto"alltypesoflicensesunderthissection"
unnecessary.

lnitems(3)and(4)ofthissection,theformerreferencesregardingsubmissionofanapplicationfolabingo
license 'to the sheritr are deleted in light of s '112105(a) of this subtitle.

is deleled as

EFFECT OF AMENOMENTS, ..

ANGELA BLONDINO
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. S 13-2105

Statutes currenl through legtslation etfective July 10. 2020

MD. Annotated Code ol Maryland > CRIMINAL LAw > TITLE li. GAMING - LOCAL
PROY'S'OA'S > SUBTITLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

S 1 3-2105. Bingo - License application

(a) Submi$ion to sherifi. -An org6nizalion shall submit an application for a bingo license to the sheriff.

(b) Conte s. -A principal officer of the organization shall certify in the application for a bingo license:

(l )the name and address of the organization:

(2)the name and add.ess of the officer seeking the license tor the organization;

(3)that the ollicer is autho.ized by the organization lo lile the application'

(4)the time and place of bingo:

(s)that. within 15 days alter the last day named in the application for the license to conduct bingo, a

principal orficsr of the organization will file under penalties ol perjury the report required by S 13-2109 ot

this subtitle:

(6)that bingo will be conductod solely and personally by the regular memb€rs of the organization

without the assistance of gaming professionals: and

(7)that no compensation or rer.Yard will be paid to a pe.son for conducting or assistjng in conducting

bingo.

History

An. Code 1957, art. 27. 5 251\clt 2002. ch. 26. 6 2

Annotations

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s note compises inlormation Blated to the revision by Acts 2@29b-29.

Subsection (a) of this section is new language added to state expressly that which was only implied in the former

references to submission of an application for a bingo license 'to the sherifr in former Art. 27, s 251(b) and (c).

ln subsection (a) of this section, the reference to'[a]n organizataon" submitting an application fo. a license is

added to state expressly that which was only implied in the former reference to the ability of an organization to

receive a license under former A(. 27, S 251(c)

subsection (b) of this section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 27, S 251(c).

ANGELA BLONDINO
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann. S 13-2106

Statutes current through legislation effective July 10. 2020

MD - Annotated code ol Maryland > CRIMINAL LAw > TITLE 13. GAMING - LOCAL
PROY'S'O'VS > SUBTIrLE 21. ST. 

'UARY'S 
COUNTY

S 1 3-2106. Bingo - License fee

(a) Established by county commissioneB. -By resolution, the county commissioners may eslablish a bingo

license fee schedule based on criteria that lhe county commissioners considor appropriate.

(b) Chargcd by sheriff. -The sheriff shall charge for each license the annual lacense fee that the county

commissioners set by resol./tion.

(c) Deposit. -A resolution adopled under subsection (a)ofthis section shallspecify the fund in which the

license fees are to be deposited.

History

An. code 1957, art. 27. S 251\dl: 2002. ch. 26. C 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s note com'f,ses infomation related to lhe revision by Acts 2OO2 ch. 26.

This section is new language derived without substantive change trom former Arr. 27, S 251(d).

ln subsections (a)and (b) of this section, the former references to a 'bingo" license are deleted for consistency

and clarity.

ln subsection (b) of this section. the former reference to the'issuance ofl a license is deleted as unnecessary.

DEFIT{ED TERMS:

"County commissioners'

'Sherifl
s 13-2101

s 13-2101

Research References & Practice Aids
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.613-2107

Statutes current through legislalion etfective July 10 2020

MD - Annotated code ot Maryland > oRIMINAL LAw > rITLE 13. GAMTNG - LocAL
PROY'S'OA'S > SUBTITLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

S 1 3-2107. Bingo - Right to license

The sherilf shall issue a numbered license to an organization that meets the requirements of SS 13-2103 through

13-2110 ot this subtitle to conducl bingo and award prizes.

History

An. Code '1957. art. 27.52511a\ 2002. ch. 26. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

Ihis Rev,!o/s note co mpises intomation rcldted ,o the revision by Acts 2002 ch. 26.

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art. 27, S 251(a), as it related to

the right ol eligible organizations to bingo licenses

The former phrase "ln]otwithstanding any other provisions of this subtitle [sic]' is deleted as implicit in the

reorganazation of material derived lrom lhe fo.mer 'Gaming' subheading of Article 27.

The defined term 'sheriff is substituted for the former reference to the "Sheriff ol St. Mary's County' for brevity.

case Notes

BINGONoT LOTTERY. -Bingoisnota lottery. Bendet v. Arundel Arcna.lnc. 248 Md. 181 236A'2d7(1967)
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Md. CRIMINAL LA W Code Ann.613-2108

Statutes current ihlough legislation effective July 10.2020

MD - Annotated Code ot Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 1 3. GAltlNG " LOCAL

PROY'S'O'VS > SUBTITLE 21. ST, MARY'S COUNTY

s 13-2108. Bingo - License term

A license issued under lhis subtitle is valad for 1 year

History

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s note compises infotmation rcldted to the evisrj,n by Acts 2002 ch' 26'

This s€ction is new language derivgd without substantive change lrom former Art. 27, S 251(a), as it related to

the term ot a bingo license, and is revised for consistency with similar provisions elsewhere in the code.

An. Code 1957. art. 27 . 5 251/(a\: 2002. ch.26. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

Research References & Practice Aids
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Statutes current through legrslation effective July 10. 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. CAMING - LOCAL
PROyTSTOTVS > SUBTITLE 21. SL ,ttARY'S COUNTy

S 13-2109. Bingo - Report

Within 15 days after ths lasl day authorized tor bingo in the license. a principal olficer of the organization

shall lile a report under penalties of perjury that certifies:

(llthat the regular members of the organization personally conducted bingo at the time and place

stated in the application without the assistance o, gaming professionals:

(2)the disposition ol the cash proceeds of the bingo: and

(3)that the organization did not pay a premises rental fee to:

(i)itsell:

(ia)its trustees;

(iii)a committee ot the olganlzalion: or

(iylany organization whose members are the same, or substantially the same, as the licensed

organization.

History

An. Code 1957. art. 27, S 25'l(c\17); 2002. ch. 26. 5 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s note compi.es inlormation related to the rcvision by Acts 2002 ch. 26

This section is new language deived without substantive change from former Art. 27, S 251(cX7)'

This section is revised as an afnrmative requirement to file a report on bingo activities rather than as a mere

promise to file a report contained in a license application under S 13-2105 of this subtitle, to refect the duty to file

implicit in that promise and the sanction for failure to file the report under s l3-21 10 of this subtiile-

ln item (1) of this section. the reference to 'gaming" professionals is added for clarity and consistency within this

title.

ln item (3)(iii) of this section, the reference to an 'organizataon" is substituted for the Iormel reference to a

"licensee" lor consistency.

ANGELA BLONDINO
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.6 13-2110

Statutes current through legislation elfective July '10, 2020

MD - Annotated code ot Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 1 3. GAMING -' LOCAL
PROY'S'ONS > SUBTITLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

s 13-21'10. Bingo - Disqualification

An organization is disqualiried from obtaining a license under this subtitle for 1 year if the organization fails

lo

(l)frle the report required under S 13-2109 of this sublitle; or

(2)comply with SS 13-2103 through 13-2'1 10 of this subtitle.

History

An. Code 1957. ad. 27, S 251(el.2OO2. ch. 26. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

fhis Reviso/s note conprises informatioo elated to the evision by Acts 2002 ch. 26

This section is new language derived without substantive change from former Art' 27. S 251(e)'

The reference to "[being] disqualified from obtaining' a license is substituted for the former reference to

"forfeitling] its righl to the issuance of any license for clarity

The reference to an organization that "fails'to file is substituted for the lormer relerence to an organization

'refusing' to file lor consistency.

ln item (2) ot this section, the reference to'SS 13-2103 through 13-2110 of this subtitle" is substituted lor the

former reference to this 'section' to reffect the reorganization ol material derived from former Art. 27, S 251-

Research References & Practice Aids
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.613-2111

Statutes current through legislation effective July 10. 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TIrLE 13. GAttlNG - LOCAL
pRoyrs,oirs > suBrffLE 21. sr. itARys cou^rrY

S 13-2111. Gaming events and gaming devices

A qualified organization may hold a gaming event and may operale a gaming device if an individual or

group of individuals does not;

(1)benefit financially from tho operation of the gaming device: or

(2lreceive from the operation ol the gaming device any proceeds for personal use or benefit'

History

An. cod€ 1957, a.t. 27,5 255ldl: 2002. ch. 26. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

Ihis Revisor's note co mptises infotmation related to the rcision by Acts 2002' ch 26'

This section is new language d€riv€d without substantive change from the first sentence of former Art. 27, S

255(d).

The former reference to "St. Mary's County" is deleted in light of S 13-2101 of this subtitle'

The iormer referenca to 'conductlingl" a gaming event is deleted as included in the reference to "hold[ing]'a

gaming event.

ln item (2) of this seclion. the former reference to being'paid" proceeds from lhe operation of a gaming device is

deleted as included in "receivtingl" the proceeds.

DEFINED TERMS:

'Gaming device'

"Gaming event'
"Qualifi ed organization'

s 13-2101

5 13-2101

s 13-2101

ANGELA BLONDINO



Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.613-2112

Statutes current through legislation effective July 10,2O2O

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAw > rITLE 13. GAttlNG - LOCAL
PROWS'OA'S > SUBTITLE 21, ST, MARY'S COUNTY

s 13-2112. Gaming events and gaming devices - Management of operation

Members of the qualified organization shall personally manage the operation of the gaming device

History

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s note compises inlomation related lo the revision by Acts 2002. ch. 26'

This section is new language derived without substantive change from the fifth sentence of former Art. 27, S

255(d).

DEFINED TER}lS:

"Gaming device" S 13-2101

'Oualified organization" S 13-2101

Research References & Practice Aids
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For more generally applicable notes. see notes under the first section of this Part. subtitle, title. division or article
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.613-2113

Statutes current throLtgh legislation effective July 10, 2020

MD - A,nnoteted Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > rITLE 13. GAMING " LOCAL
PROWSTO S > SUBTITLE 21. Sr. ARY'S COUTVry

s 13-2113. Gaming events and gaming devices -- Daily use limitation

lf a qualified organization uses a gaming device on a daily basisi

(1)the qualified organization may not operate more than five gaming devices: and

(2)the p.emises in which the qualified organizalion operales the gaming device may not conlain more

than five gaming devrces.

History

An. code 1957, art. 27, S 255\d)t 2002. ch. 26. 6 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s nole compnses inlormalion related to the revision by Acts 2002 ch 26'

This seclion is new language derived without substantive change from the seclnd sentence ot forme. Art. 27, S

255(d).

ln the introductory language of this seclion. the reference to 'a qualified organization [that] uses a gaming

devace'on a daily basis is new language added to slate expressly that whlch was only implied by the context of

former Art. 27, S 255(d).

ln ilems (1) and (2) of this section, the fomer .elerence to a "corporation" operating gaming devices is deleted

as included in the reference to an -organization' operating gaming devices.

DEFINED TERMS:

'Gaming device"

"Oualilied organization"

s 13-2101

s 13-2101
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Mcl. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.613-2114

Statutes current through legislation effective July 10. 2020

MD - Annotated Code ot Maryland > CRll,llNAL LAW > TITLE 1 3. GAMING -' LOCAL
PROyTS'O^,S > SUBTITLE 21. Sr. inARv'S COUNTY

s 13-2114. Gaming events and gaming devices - Proceeds

(a) Allowed uses. -All proceeds from a gaming device shall be used solely for the legatjmate charitable.

benevolent, or tax-exempt purposes of the qualified organization.

(b) personal benefit prohibited, -Proc€eds from the operation of a gaming device may not be used to benellt

personatly any member of the qualified organization.

History

An. code 1957. art. 27. S 2551d). 2002. ch. 26. S 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Revisot's note comprises information relaled to the revision by Acts 2002 ch 26'

This section is new language derived without substantive change from the third sentence of former Art. 27. S

2ss(d).

ln subsection (a) of this section, the relerence to'tax-exempt" purposes is substituted ror the former reference to
.exempt" purpos€s for clarity. The Criminal Law Article Review Committee calls this substitution to the attention of

the General Assembly.

ln subsection (b) of this section, the relerence to 'lplroceeds trom the operation of a gaming device' is added for

clarity.

DEFINED TERMS

'Gaming devrce"

"Qualified olganization"

s 13-2101

s 13-2101
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Md. CRIMINAL LAW Code Ann.6 13-2115

Statutes cLrrrent through legislation etfective July 10. 2020

MD. Annotated Code of Maryland > CRIMINAL LAW > TITLE 13. GANING - LOCAL
PROV'S'OA'S > SUBTIrLE 21. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

s 13-21'1.5. Gaming events and gaming devices -- Record keeping

(al Required. -A qualilied organization shall keep accurate records of proceeds and expenditures involving

gaming devices.

(b) lnspection. -On request, a qualified organization shall allow the State's Attorney for the county. a State

Police officer, and the sheriff o. deputy sheritf to examine the records required under subse€tion (a) of this

section.

History

An. Codo 1957, art. 27. S 255(dl: 2002. ch. 26. 5 2

Annotations

Notes

REVISOR'S NOTE

This Reviso/s note compdses infotmalion elated lo the revision by Acts 2002 ch. 26

This section is new language derived without substantiye change from the rourth sentence of former Art. 27, S

2ss(d).

ln this section, the former reterence to "books' is deleted as included in the term "records".

DEFINED TERMS

"Gaming device"

"Oualifled organization'

'Sheriff

s 13-2101

s 13-2101

s 13-2101
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COMMISSIONEII,S 0F
ST. I\{ARY'S COUNTY

-,1 ,,

:.'
-. .Jtn' a' rsr,

i-Ir'

Janres R. Guy. ['resident
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Comnr issioner

Todd B. Morgan, Comrnissioner
John E. C)'Connor- ( omnrissioner'

September 29.2020

l'he Honorable Matthew Morgan
N'laryland House of Delegares

3 l0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street

Annapolis. MD 21401

Re: St. Mary's County Gaming Provision - To amend the St. Mar)'s County Gaming Provisions

located in s\13-2101, sl3-2103. sl3-1105. $13-2106. $13-2107 and $13-21l5 0lthe
L'riminal Lav Article

Dear Chairman Morgan:

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County suppon the request to amend the St. lvta4's County

Caming Provisions located in $13-2101. Sll-2103. $13-2105. $13-2106, Sl3-:107 and $13-

2l l5 ofthe Criminalrrnl Anicle relating to bingo as requested b1'SheriffTim Cameron'

We appreciate the inrroduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benet'it the

citizens oiSt. Mary's Counq-. We look lbrward to working with you on this and other initiatives

throughout the session.

Sincerely,
COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

antcs k"Randr' (l sident

( s\t(.,\B::r'
I : L ons.nl,'2020'l19

Cc: Senator Jack Bailel'
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian CrosbY

Commissioner Ilric Colvin
Conrmissioner Michael I Iewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Administrator

David Weiskopl CountY AttorneY

p.o. Box 653 . cl{EsAPEAK E Btl lt.l)lNG ' 4 l 77O B^LDRIDCIi sl ' LIONARD towN 
' 
MD 20650

pll)NE 101 .475.4200 r l 350 . F^\ 101 .,175.J935 ' \ry]^ll-SulaDsrod.lQ!! ' csMc@s rNlARYsllD'coi\l



Sr, M.Anv's CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

;:16r"3
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

House Bill _ - St Mary's County - to amend local
gaming provisions

SUPPORT

2021

Delesate Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room l0l
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: House Bill #: 

- 

- St Mary's County - to amend local gaming provisions

Hearing on ,2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: 

- 
St Mary's County -

to amend local gaming provisions which is being heard in the

on .2021.
Committee

we request a favorable report on House Bitl _. we support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you fbr your

oonsideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegatc Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegatc Brian Crosby
Commissioner lrric Colvin
Commissioner Michael I lewitt
Commissioner'l odd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridg€ft, County Administrator
David Weiskopf. County AttomeY

Cc

P.O. BoX 653 . (.HI-]SAPIJAKE BUII-DTNG . 4I770 BALDRIDCE S.I., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301 .475.4200 * 1350 . l,A-x 301.475.4935 ' .! ul-$llun'!]!q.!!fl ' CSMC@SrM^RYSMD.coM



ST. MARY'S CoUNTY GOVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ St Mary's County - to amend
gaming provisions

SIIPPORT

2021

Senator Chair
Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

Senate Bill #: _ - St Mary's County - to amend local gaming provisions
Hearing on _, 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Senate Bitl #: 

- 
St Mary's County -

RE

to amend local gaming provisions which is being heard in the

on ,2021.
Committee

we request a favorable report on senate Bilt _. we support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLINTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
I)elegate Malthew Morgan
Delegate Ccrald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner'f odd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Uridgeft, Counly Administrator
David weiskopf, County Attomey

(c

p.o. Box 653 . cHESAPEAKE BUII-DING . 41770 BAI-DRlD(iE s't., LEONARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . r'A-x 301 .475.4935 r rr rvw.stmanvsmd.com ' CSMC@srMARYSMD.coM

,
, =ffir" 3





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2O2I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARY'S CoUNTY LEGISLATTVE DELEGATION AND COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTV

OCTOBER 6,2020 Ar 6:00 P.u.
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEONARDTOWN, MARYLAND

REQUESTOR: CONTNIISSIONER .'oHN' O'CONN0R AND CO}ITIISSIONER ERIC COI,VIi\'

ADDRT]SS: 41770 BALDRIDGE SrREEr, P.o. Box 653,LEoNARDro\l'.\., MD 20650

TELEPHoNE: 301-,175-4200

ENIAII,: JOITN,OCONNOR (fl Sl lt.{RYS}lD.CO}l
ERrC.COl.\'I\@ S'tl\IARYSII D.CO\I

S[:BJECT I\I.{TTER: TO ALLO\I'GOLF CARTS TO BE DRIVE}- O..\- ol.D HORSE L-tr'-DIi.'"(; ROAD IN

MEcHANICsvILLE, MARYLAND.

LEGTSLATTVE REFERENCE: Maryland Annotated Code: Transportation Article $ 2l-104-3

FrscAL IlrPAcr: YEs No Alrot NT: \/.\

Request: To amend $ 2l-104.3 olthe Transportation Article to exernpt golfcarts tiom motor vehicle

registration requirentents for golfcarts driven on Old Horse Landing Road, a county road located in

Mechanicsville. Maryland.

$ 2l - 104.3. person operating golfcart on highways; community of Golden Bcach Patuxent Knolls AND

ON OLD HORSE LANDING ROAD, N{ECHANICSVILLE' St' Marv's Countv'

x

(a) Rights and duties. -- A person who operates a golfcart on a county

Golden Beach Patuxent Knolls, St. Mary's County. rvithout registration
highway in the cornrnunitY of
as authorized under $ l3-

402(c)( l2) of this article:
(l) May operate the golf cart only:

(i) On a couniy highway on which the maximum posted speed limit does not exceed 35 miles per

houri
(ii) Between dawn and dusk; and

iiif tf tne gotfcart is equipped with lighting devices as required by the Administration;

(2) Shall keep the golfcart as far to the right ofthe roadway as f'easible; and

(3) Shall possess a valid driver's license.

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.

Septembcr 22 Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on Iegislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

October 6 - Joint Public Meeting with Commissioncrs and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m.

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact information prior to the meetings to participate.



(b) Designation of permissihle coun(r' highrval,s. -- The St. Mary's County Department of Public Works
and Transporlation may designate the county highways in the comrnunity of Golden Beach Patuxcnt
Knolls on which a person rnay operate a golfcar1.
(C) RIGHTS AND DUTIES. -- A PERSON WHO OPERATES A GOLF CART ON OLD HORSE
LANDING ROAD IN NIECHANICS\'ILI-E, ST. \IARY'S COUNTY, \\'ITHOUT
REGISTRATION AS AUTHORIZED UNDER S I3-402(CXI2) OF THIS ARTICLE:
(I) MAY OPERATE THE GOLF CART ONLY:

(I) ON A COUNTY HIGH\\'AY ON WHICH THE I\!AXI]\IUNT POSTED SPEED LINIIT
DOES NOT EXCEED 30 NIILES PER HOUR;

OI) BETWEEN DAWN AND DUSK; AND
(III) IF TIIE COLF CART IS EQUIPPED WITH LIGHTING DEVICES AS REQLIIRED
BY TllE ADNtINISTRATIONi

(2) SHALL KEEP THE GOLF CART AS FAR TO THE RIGTIT OF THE ROAD\\'AY AS

FEAStBLEI
(3) SHALL POSSESS A VALID DRIVER'S LICENSE AND
(4) SHAI,l- NOT CROSS STATE ROADS WHILE OPERATING THE GOLF CAR'T.

SuBlrrr BY AUGUST 26,2020 ro:

CoMMISsIONERS OF ST. MARY,S COUNTY

41770 BALDRIDGE STRtrET

P.O. Box 653
LEon-ARDTo$'N MARYLAND 20650

csmc(r4s tmarysmd.com

AND MATT MORGAN, DtrLEGATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S COU^"TY

310 HousE OFFICE BUILDING

6 BLADEN STREET

ANNAPOLTS, MD 21401
matt.morsan(ahouse.state.md.us



Md. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. 6 21-104.3

Statutes current through legislation effective July 10, 2020

MD - Annotated Code of Maryland > fRAffSPO RTATION > IITLE 2I.VEHICLE LAWS -- RULES

OF THE ROAD > SIIBTITLE 1. DEFINITIONS; GENERAL PROVTSTOATS

S 21-104.3. Person operating golf cart on highway; community of Golden
Beach Patuxent Knolls, St. Mary's County.

(a) Rights and duties. -A person who operates a golf cart on a county highway in the community of Golden

Beach patuxent Knolls, St. Mary's County, without registration as authorized under S 13402(c)(12) of this

article:

(1)May operate the golf cart onlY:

(i)On a county highway on which the maximum posted speed limit does not exceed 35 miles per

hour;

(iilBetween dawn and dusk; and

(iii)lf the golf cart is equipped with lighting devices as required by the Administration;

(2)Shall keep the golf cart as far to the right of the roadway as feasible; and

(3)Shall possess a valid drive/s license

(b) Designation of permissible county highways. -The st. Mary's county oepartment of Public works and

iransportition may designate the county highways in the community of Golden Beach Patuxent Knolls on

which a person may operate a golf cart.

History

2017 ch 71 2018 174 175

Annotations

Notes

EFFECT OF AMENDMENTS. -
chapters 174 and 175, Acts 2018, effective June 1, 2018, made identical changes. Each substituted "s '13-

402(cX12)" for "S 13a02(c)(13)" in the introductory language of (a)'

EDITOR'S NOTE. -
provides that the act shall take effect October 1 , 2017Section 2. ch. 710, Acts 2017,

ANGELA BLONDINO



Page 2 of 2

lvd. TRANSPORTATION Code Ann. S 21-104.3

Annotated Code of Maryland

Copynght 2O2O by Matthew Bender and Company, lnc., a member of the LexisNexis Group All rights reseNed

ANGELA BLONDINO



.June 11, 2020

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

we the residents of Mt. zion church Road and old Horse Landing Road in Mechanicsville, MD are

requesting permission to ride our golf carts on old Horse Landing Road. Approximatety 2 years ago, we

went to a county commissioners meeting and stood and made this same request. we were told that

they were doing a pilot project in Golden Beach first and would see how that Eoes then would decide

about other areas.

we have not heard anything on how the pilot project west but would like you to know that we are

nothing like 6olden Beach. They, as you know have multiple side roads and are a larBely populated area

with a lot of traffic daily. we (old Horse Landing Road) are mainly family' This property was all owned

by Bucklers and was subdivided and sold to their 15 children. over the years, some have moved off the

property,butmajoritystilllivehere.somepropertiesweresoldoutsidethefamilyandsomeare
rented.

we have gone door to door askinS for signatures of residents who are joinin8 us in this request.

There is only one road in and one way out. The speed limit is posted as 30 MPH'

Very RespectivelY Submitted,

rta*,r Sool/un
27084 Mt. Zion Church Road

Mechanicsville, MD 20659

240.298.76t2

7-rng d l/*l"h foa,rc

40826 Old Horse Landing Road

Mechanicsville, MD 20659

301.247.0368

24o.29a.2934
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Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Yingling
Wednesday, September 23, 2020 -l.14 

PM

Angela Blondino
RE: Golf Cart accidents on Golden Beach Road since 2017?

Angela,

A check of Sheriff's Office records revealed we have handled a total of five (5) accidents in that time fame involving golf

carts. None of those accide nts have occu rred in the Golde n Beach/Patuent Kno lls a rea. We are further checking with

State Police to see if they have handled any but at this point it does not appear so at this time.

Dave

From: Angela Blondino <Angela.Blondino@stmarysmd.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 3:55 PM

To: David Yingling <David.Yingling@stmarysmd.com>

Cc:NeilMurphy<Neil.Murphy@stmarysmd.com>;DavidWeiskopf<David'Weiskopf@stmarysmd.com>
Subiect: Golf Cart accidents on Golden Beach Road since 2017?

Captain Yingling,

Jason Babcok directed my request to You. We need to know if any accidents involving golf carts have occurred on

Golden Beach Road Patuxent Knolls since 2017 when golf carts were allowed to be driven on that road We have a

similar legislatlve proposal this year from commissioner o'connor for old Horse Landing Road and one of the

commissioners asked during the meeting today if any accidents have come about as a result of the 2017

legislation. They are voting on this legi;tion next Tuesday and I am trying to add this to board docs by Thursday so if

you could possibly get this information to me that would be greatly appreciated'

Thank you,

Ange la

Angela Blondino, Paralega I
Oflice of thc Countt Attornev
St. Maryt's CowrtY' Got'ernmenl
4 I 770 Baldridgc Street
P.O. Box 653
l,eonardtou tt, MD 20650
301-475-4200 xl70l

Hope that helps.

1



Angela Blondino

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

5u bject:
Attachments:

Richard Tarr

Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:3'l PM

Neil Murphy
Angela Blondino
RE: Speed Limit on Old Horse Landing Road

Ordinance 2020-16 Speed Airport Rd CSMC signed and recorded.pdf

Good Afternoon Neil,

We recently went through this for Airport Road, see attached.

I,d be glad to make a site visit to fill in the blanks as it relates to the distances, etc. as it pertains to the specific roadway

The route number for Old Horse Landing Road is #30064

Once drafted, the requestor, typicallyDPW, presents the Ordinance during a Commissioner meeting for approval.

Any particular reason the drop in the speed limit is being considered?

Rick

From: Neil Murphy <Neil. Murphy@stma rysmd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2020 2:18 PM

To: Richa rd Tarr < Richa rd,Tarr@stmarysmd.com>

Cc: Angela Blondino <Angela. Blondino@stmarysmd com>

Sub.iect: RE: Speed Limit on Old Horse Landing Road

Hi Rick,

Hope you're well.

What would be the process to reduce the speed limit from 30 to 25 mph?

Sincerely,

Neil

1
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Neil A. Murphy
Deputy Counfi, Attorney
St. Mary's County Govemment
4l 770 Baldridge Street
Post Office Box 653

Leonardtown, Maryland 20650
Phone: 301 -475-4200. ext. 7 l7 04
Fax: 301-475-4660
Email : N ei l. M umhv(rdstq4ry$od.ss!q
httr)s://www.stmarvsmd.com/

This electronic message originates from the St. Mary's County Office of Law. The

message and any file transmitted with it contain confidential information which
may be subject to the attorney-client privilege, or otherwise protected against

unauthorized use. The information contained in this message and the file
transmitted with it is transmitted in this form based on a reasonable expectation of

privacy consistent with ABA Formal Opinion No. 477R (Revised May 22,2017). Any disclosure, distribution,

iopying or use ofthe information by anyone other than the intended recipient, regardless ofaddress or routing,

ir itrictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise the sender by immediate reply

and delete the original message.

From: Richard Ta rr <Richard.Ta rr(o stma rvsmd.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 23,20207:42 AM

To: Angela Blondino <Ansela. Blondino@stmarvsmd.com>; John Deatrick <John.Deatrick@stma rysmd.com>

Subject: RE: Speed Limit on Old Horse Landing Road

30 mph

From: Angela Blondino <Angela.Blondino@stmarvsmd com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 3:08 PM

To: John Deatrick <John. Deatric k@stma rvsmd-com> ; Richard Tarr <Richa rd.Ta rr@ stma rvsmd.com>

Subiect: RE:Speed Limit on Old Horse Landing Road

Thanks Joh n

From: .lohn Deatrick <John.Dea trick@stm a rvsmd. co m>

Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2020 3:05 PM

To: Richard Tarr <Ric ha rd.Tarr@stmarvsmd.com>
Cc: Angela Blondino <AnRela. Blondino @ stma rvsmd.com>

subiect: FW: Speed Limit on Old Horse Landing Road

Rick - can you help?

John Deatrick
Director
DPW&T
301-475-4200, ext. 351.0 Office

240-496-6367 Mobile

2



From: Angela Blondino <Angela.Blondino(astmarvsmd.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 22,2O2O 2:48 PM

To: John Deatrick <lohn.Deatrick@stmarvsmd.com>
Subject: Speed Limit on Old Horse Landing Road

John,

Commissioner O'Connor had a legislative proposal for allowing golf carts on Old Horse Landing Road in

Mechanicsville. Do you happen to know the speed limit on that road? lf not, can you please tell me who to contact?

Thanks,
Angela

Angcla B I ond ino, Paralegal
Of/ic:e of thc Countlt Attontet
St. Mar.\,'s Counry Got'entmenl
4I770 Baldridge Street
P.O. Box 653
Leonardtown. MD 20650
301-475-4200 xl70l

3
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Requested hl : Department of Public \\ orks & 'l ransportation

Subject: Roads - To Regulate Speed on Airport
Road

Page I of 2

.rBtf,o c;i I iclll i 9l
oRt)t\.\\('t_

't () Rt_(;til..{'l t. sPLIl) ()N AIRPORI RoAl)

WHEREAS, pursuant to -sl2-538 (a, c) of the Locul Gotemmcnt Article and $25-102(a) of the

1'ra,$portation Article of the Annotated C'odc of ]lIan,land. the Comrnissioners of St. Mary's County

may regulate the specd ofvehiclcs on a public road witliin ths County which has not been dcsigratcd or

maintained as a part ofthe State or fedcral highway system; and

wH EREAS, the Director ol' the st. Mary's county Department of Public works arrd

Transportation has recommended that 35 miles pcr hour lmph) is a reasonable and safe maximum spccd

for Airport Road, County Route #30466 betwecn Maryland State Route 235, Station 0 t00' to Station

I 7*21 ': and

WHEREAS, the Director ol' the St. Mary's County Department of Public works and

Transportalion h25 recommended that 25 mph is a reasonable and safe maximuln speed tbr Airport

Road, County Route #30466 between Station l7+21' and the end of the Courrty Road, Station 49+19':

and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of St. Mary's County, finds that it is in the best interest of the

health. sat'ety and welf'are of the citizens of St. Mary's County to regulate the speed of vehicles on

Airport Road.

NOW,THEREFORE, Bf, tT ORDAINED, by the Commissioners of St Mary's County. that:

sEC.I.tON I. ruAxINttrNt sPEEI).

l. The maximum speed limit on Airport Road, county Route 30466. shall be 35 mph from

51u1i6n Q+ 00' to Station I 7+21 ': and

2. The maxirnum speed limit on Airport Road, county Route 302t66, shall be 25 mph from

Station t7+21' to the end of the County Road, Station 49+19'.

SECTION II. TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES.

The Director of the Department of Public Works and Transportation shall place a 35 mph spced

limit sign on Airpo( Road. county Route 30466 at or near the entrallce to Airport Road, a 25 mph speed

limit siin at Station l7+21' on the inbound lane, a 25 mph speed timit sign at or near statio'r 43+70' on

the outiound lane and a 3 5 mph speed lir,rit sign at Station I 7+2 I ' on lhe outbound lane.

()rdinrncc \o. 2(l2l) - ,',,:



Requesled bt': Depsrtment of Public \l'orks & Trsnsportation

dffn0lii rii,.l,:ir
ordinance No.2ozo - /6

Subject: Roads - To Regulstr Speed or Airport
Road

Pagr 2 of 2

SECTTION Ill. EI-FE('TIVU D;\1'E.

This Ordinance shall be effective upon the date written below, or on the date(s) that each sign
required in Section II is placed or erected.

Those voting Aye:

Those voting Nay:

Those Abstaining:

Date of Adoption:

Effective Date:

0
D

t7_

( o\l\ttsst()\URS ()1.'sI. \l.\R\''S ( ()L \ I \\ll1:Sl:

aB d

Countl'Adminr rator

APPROVED AS TO FORM
AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY

DaYl irk I

es R Guy, Presi

to vin. C

tl

c loner

\,t chael L ervitt. Cornmissi 0ntr

Todd B. Morgan,
c

County Attomey ('

J tlhn O'Connor. Commissioner

t#L

l 2



r$10023 fci.iijl96

Circuit Court for St. Mary's County

PO Box 676
4 I 605 Courttrouse Drive
Leonardtorvn, MD 20650
(30t) 47s-7844

DOCUMENT VAIIDATION
Ln - Eovennnerrt
lrrstrufiPot 0-e0
&ency llene: 5T.I{AXY ' S

coulTl cott{IssloiltRs
lnst r'ument Li st: 0ther
oescribe 0ther:
0f,0IttAICE
Ref:

Total: 0.00
05119120?A 71t78

cL18-J1
,13686861 CC07ll1 - 9t
Hary'-r
Count y / CC0l . 04 - 0'. -
Eeoi:ter 05



ST. \l \Rr's ( or \ r \ (;o\ Ltr\\l1]\ r

COM]VIISSIONEIIS OF
SI-. MAIT}''S COLINTY

.larncs R. Guy. l'resident
Eric Colr in- Cornm issioner

M ichael L. Hervitl, Comm issioner
I odd B. Morgan. C'onrmissioner

John E O'Conrror- Comrn issioner

ScptcmLrcr 19. llll0

'l 
he Flonorable Mattherv Morgan

l\la4 land House of Delegates
i l0 House Otlice Building
6 Bladen Street
.,\nnapolis, MD 2 1401

Re: 1o requcst to amend N 21-104.-1 of the 'lransportation Article Io exempt
from morcr vehicle registration requirenrenls golfcans driven on Old
Horse l.anding Road. Mechanicsville. Maryland.

[)ear Chairrnan N'lorgan:

l he Commissioners ol'St. Mary's Countl' suppon the request to amend I 2l- 104.3 ol the
-fransportation Anicle to exempt fiom motor rehicle registration requirements golfcans driren
on Old llorse Landing Road. a count) road located in Mechanicsville, N1aryland as requested nr

Commissioner John O'Connor and Commissioner Eric Colvin.

wc appreciate the introduction ol this legislation and believe this legislation u ill benetlt the

citizens of St. lv{ary's countl'. wc look lor"r'ard to working 
"r'ith 

you on this and other initiatircs
throughout the session.

Srncelclr.
( () N'IISSIONEIIS OIr ST. MARY'S ggtlt.\'l Y

I
ames Rand) s identk,"

( S\l( r^Brsf
I ( onsent'1020 110

(ic: Scnator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald (llark
Delcgate Brian Closb.v

Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Her.',itt
(lommissioner'1 odd Morgan
Conrmissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David WeiskoPf, C0unt) Altorne)

P.O.BOI65l.CllHSAPl:AKtilli:ll-Dl\c'417704.\tl)Rllxilsr..l.l:o)iARDT()N\'\',D20650
pr{(}\t,30t.475.'1100*l-150.FArl0l.4l5.Jql5'wwl.stmarysnrd.com'CSMC'osrrlARYsMl)co\{

ffi



., ,. James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt- Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner

John E. O'Connor- Commissioner

Sr. MARY'S CoUNTY GovERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY I ri:ri

House Bill 

- 

- Motor Vehicle Registration
Exception for Golf Carts -Old Horse Landing Road,

Mechanicsville

SUPPORT

2021
Delegate Chair

Committee
House Office Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: House Bill #: _ Motor Vehicle Registration - Exception for Golf carts -old
Horse Landing Road, Mechanicsville
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bill #: 

- 
Motor Vehicle

Registration Exception for Golf Carts -Old Horse Landing Road. Mechanicsville which is

being heard in th e 

-Committee 

on-_-. 2021'

we request a favorable report on House Bill _. we support the introduction olthis
legislation and believe it woutd benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

(c

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COLNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Moryan
Delegate Gerald Clatk
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitl
Commissioner'f odd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrabr
David Weiskopf, County AttorneY

P.O. BOX 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDTNG . 4I ??O BALDRIDCE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650

pHoNE 301.4?5.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 ' www.stmarvsmd.com 'CSMC@STMARYSMD'coM



James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ - Motor Vehicle Registration -
Exception fbr Golf Carts Old Horse Landing Road,

Mechanicsville

SUPPORT

2021
Senator Chair

Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RI] Senate Bill #: _ Motor Vehicle Registration - Exception for Golf Carts Old
Horse Landing Road, Mechanicsville
Hearing on ,2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Senate Bill #: 

- 
Motor Vehicle

Registration - Exception for Golf Carc -Old Horse Landing Road, Mechanicsville which is
being heard in the Committee on

We request a l-avorable report on Senate Bill We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your

consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Mafthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Del€gate Bria, Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David weiskopf, County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CIIESAPEAKE BUILDTNG . 4I770 BATDRIDGE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 o www.stmarvsmd.conr ' CSMC@SrMARYSMD.coM

(c

Sr. Mnnv's CouN'rY GovERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

.2021.





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. ]\IARY'S COUNT\'
202I LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL I.-ORNI

JoINT MEETTNG

ST. MARY's CouNTy LEGTSLATTVE DELEGATToN AND CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARy's CouNTy
OCTOBER 6.2020 Ar'6:00 P.\L

41770 BALDRTDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

REeUEsroR: BREro\ B.{\ GoLF & Cou}-TRY CL['B

ADDRESS: 21935 SocIErY HILL RoAD, LEoN-ARDTo$'N-, MD 20650

TELEPHoNE: 301-475-3068
EMAIL: AD}tIN,BREToNBAi,@ NID.METROCAST.NET

SuBJECT MATTER: The water management pond located in Breton Bay Community is in need of repair.

The state has required this pond (Dam) be fixed. This pond allows for substantial drainage for the

residential neighborhood and also serves as a vital water source to the community golfcourse.
Additionally, the pond provides a place to accept affluent water from Metcom. If the water management

pond is not repaired, there would be major consequences for both the neighborhood and the golfcourse
and a loss ofchannel protection resulting in an increased sediment load into Cherry Cove Creek and

Breton Bay.

Breton Bay Golf & Country Club is seeking assistance from the county to facilitate the completion of the

repair project. The country club has sponsored local schools' golf teams to provide free practice facilities
and hosts charitable golf toumaments for the last 50+ Years. The repair of this water managelnent pond is

extremely important to the future success of the Breton Bay community and the Breton Bay Golf &
Country Club.

LEGrsr,ATrvE REFERENCE (tF KNowN): Annotated Code Article $ _
Code of St. Mary's County: Chapter _
AMOUNT: 

-

FISCAL INIPACT: YES No

REQtrttsr (continue on separate sheet. if necessary):

SrlBMrr BY ALIGUST 26.2020 To:

CoiuNrIssIoNERS OF ST. MART''S COUNTY

41770 BALDRIDGE STREET

P.O. Box 653
LroNARDTO$'N MARYLAND 20650

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
September 22 l,egislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Septcmber 29 - Commissioners will take positions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

October 6 Joint Public Meeting with Cornmissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.rn.

Requestors x'ill be given TvVEBEX contact information prior to th€ meetings to participate.

MATT MORCAN. DELEGATE
DrsrRrcr 29A, ST. MARY's CouNrY
3IO HoUsE OFTICE BUILDING
6 BLADEN STREET

A\D



Marvland General Assembly Lesislative Bond Initiative Request Form

^{.ddle ss of Ploiect and Recipient (llproject and recipient have rlifferent adcL'ess. include both)

)1935 Socictt llill Road, Laonardkt''t tt, MD 20650

Bliefl-v desclibc the pulp ose and leason fol the ploiect:

The water monagentent pond/dam locoted in Bretrnt Bay Communily is itt need ol repair ond
reu)nstruction. The state htts requirecl this pontl/clant be f rutl. This pond/dom ollo*s.fbt- substantial
drainage./br tlte resitlential neighborfuxtd and ulso ser-I'e.r (.s o |ital Vdler soltrce lo the comtn nil)
golf course. Atlditionollt,, the pond/tlant provides a place to atrept aflluettt \rater fi'om Metcont. l/'
the woler manogemenl pond/dam is not repoired, there ltnultl he major t'onseq ue ntes .for both the
neighhorhood attd the golf tourse antl a loss of channel protettion resulling in qn intredsed
seclinent load into Chern' Cove Creck and Breton Bay.

Amount of Matchins Fund:

Equal matchlthis also includes an amount highel than that of the bond requested)

Unequal match (Iess than the amount of the bond lequested)

Amount of unequal match:

No match

e of Nlatchin und

Roald of Tlu stees

Money

Real plopetty

In kind (e.g.. donated selvices)

Funds expended before June 1

Does the ploiect or lecip ient have anv lelieious affiliation ol involvement?

{

Ycs No{

proiect Name: '*'"7::r!r?);,1::o'ant 
Repair and Amount Reouested: $7s0,000.00

Contact Pelson Plorect Location: St. Mary's

Name: Kevin McCIeaf

Address: 21935 society Hill Roacl, Leonardtown, MD 20650

Phone Number' : 30 t -4 7 5 - 3068

Email: adm in.bretonbav@,md.melrocast.net

Legal Name of Recipient (If a corporation, please give name exactly as it appears in the Articles of
Incorporation as registered with the State Department of Assessments and Taxation):

Brelon Bay Recrealion, Inc

Leeal Status of Recinient (e.g.. corporation, local government):

Corporation

If the recipient is a non-govelnmental entitv. is it governed b),:

[Z Bourd of Directoi s

f-lo,n"r. If other, please explain:

t_I
Plcase list the year of anv plevious bond bills ol initiatives.
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ST. MARY'S COUNTY GOVERNMENT

DEPARTMENTOF
PUBLIC WORXS & TRANSPORTATION
John Deatricls P.E., AICP, LEED BD+C
Director

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

September 1 1, 2020

Delegate Matt Morgan, Chairman
St. Mary's County Legislative Delegation
Maryland House of Delegates
310 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Breton Bay Dam (MD Str lD #475)
Support Letter

Dear Delegate Morgan,

The pond on Breton Bay Golf Course was completed in 1970 and the surrounding residential lots
were developed soon thereafter. The pond has served as an amenity for Society Hill Community and Breton
Bay Golf Course. Maryland Department of Environment (MOE) has issued a Notice of Violation which
requires the dam to be elther repaired or breached. The board members of the Breton Bay Golf Course seek
to repair the dam as it stores water which is used for keeping other smaller ponds on the course full but that
is not the only benefit that the pond provides.

The pond serves as a waler slorage device by capluring runoff from the surrounding area and
storing it which will be used as irrigation later. This method is known as rainwater harvesting and commonly
used as a storrrwater management device under the current design standards. Rainwater harvesting is
labeled as a M-1 device in Chapter 5 of the Maryland Stormwater Management Oesign Manual, a
supplernentto coMAR 26.17.02.01-18.

The pond will also help with channel erosion downstream from the outfall point of the dam. The
volume of water that the pond captures will reduce how much water is released over the duralion of a storm
event. A tributary of Cherry Cove Creek extends from the tidal waters up to the outlet of the dam and much
of soil types along the tributary are prong to erosion. Regulating the runoff release rate reduces the
sediment movement along/from the stream banks and channelwhile uncontrolled runoffwould adversely
impact the creek and the Breton Bay.

DPW&T is in support the dam reconstruclion effort as this feature assists in environmentral integrity
as well as providing a water resource that would otheMise be removed if the dam were to be breached.

I trust you will choose in favor of the dam reconstruction funding but if you have any questions,
please don't hesitate to contiact me ((3011 4754200, ext 73510).

Re lly,

.E., A|CP, ED BD+CJo

tasI

UU

P.O. Box 5OE . ARNoLD EUILDING . 44825 ST. ANDREWS CHURCH ROAD . CALIFoRNIA, MD 206I9
PHoNE 301.475-4200 . FAx 301.863-t8 l0 . www.stnarysmd.com
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COMMISSIONEITS OF
S't. MARY'S COUNTY

.\,

- TJI I

T- r,l

James R. Gur'. l'resident
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hervin. Contnr issioner

Todd B. Morgan. Commissioner
John E. O'Clonnor. Commissioner

September 19. 2020

l'hc Honorable Matthew Morgan
N'lart'land Ilouse of Delegates
3 l0 House Office Building
6 Bladen Street
Arurapolis. MD 21401

Re: To requesl a bond bill in the amount o{'5750,000 to repair/reconstruct the \\'ater
managemenl pond/dam in Breton Bal,'

Dear Chairman Morgan

'f 
he Commissioners of St. Mar,r's County support the bond bill request in the amount of

$750.000 to assist in the repair/reconstrucrion oflhe rlater managemenl pond/dam in Breton Bay'

as rcquested b.v.' the Breton Bal Golf and Countrl' Club.

\trre appreciate the introduction of this legislation and helieve this legislation will benefit the

citizens of St. Mar)"s County. We look fbrward to working with you on this and other initiatives
throughout the session.

Sincerely.

;#dk":,"*"'couNrY
cs\.1('i Allrst
'I :iConsenl,r2020/ l4 I

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Heu itt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett. County Administrator
David Weiskopl County AttorneY

p.o.Box651 .cl|E5APEA(l Btill I)lN(; ' 41770 BAt.l)Rltxil sl..tt-oNARDlo\\N.\!D20650
pu()NF 30 | .475.4200 i I 350 . r^x 301 .475.1915 . !!)r_]!.s!trlryrDd:sS!] . csMC@sr\iARYsMD.( o\1



ST. MARY'S COUI.'.TY GovERNNIENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
.-. ST. MARY'S COUNTY

+r ,
,1,

James R. Guy, President

Eric Colvin, Commissioner
Michae I L. Hewitt, Commissioner

Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner
John E. O'Clonnor, Commissioner

Bond Bill Request - St Mary's County -
Breton Bay Golf and Country Club

SUPPORT

,202t

Delegate , Chair
Commrttee

Ilouse Otfice Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Arurapolis, MD 21401

The Cornmissioners of St. Mary's County support thc Bond Bill request of Breton Bay
Golf and Country Club to assist in the repair/reconstruction of the Breton Bay water management
pond/dam as requested by thc Breton Bay Golf and Country Club.

We rcquest a favorablc report on this Bond Bill. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit ths citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as r.r'ell as your attention to this rnatter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIOT',,*ERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Cuy. President

(_c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Cerald CIark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Administrator
David Weiskopf, Cor.rnry Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 ' CHESAPEAKE BUILDING ' 4I770 BALDRIDGE ST,. LEONARDTOWN. MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301.475.4935 . $ \\nv.stmarysmd.com . CSMC@srMARYsMD.coM

ffi

RE: Bond Bill Request - St Mary's County - to request a bond bill to assist in the
repair/reconstruction of the Breton Bay water management pond/dam
Hearing on _ ,2021

Dear Chairman :



ST. MARY's CoUNTY GoVERNNTENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

+-
z

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin. Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt. Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

.2021

Senatalr Chair
Committee

West
Miller Senate Office Building
I l Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE: Bond Bill Request - St Mary's County - to request a bond bill to assist in the
repair/reconstruction of the Breton Bay water management pond/darn
Hearing on . 2021

Dear Chainnan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the Bond Bill request of Breton Bay
Golf and Country Club to assist in the repair/reconstruction ofthe Breton Bay water management
pondldam as requested by the Breton Bay Golf and Country Club.

We request a favorable report on this Bond Bill. We supporl the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely.

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Cc Senator Jack Bailcy
Delega(e Matthew Moryan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Cornmissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John 0'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, County Adtninistrator
David Weiskopt, County Attomey

P.O. BOX 653 . CHESAPEAKE BUILDING . 4I770 BALDRIDGE sT-, LEoNARDToWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350. FAx 301.475.4935 r rv$,\\'.sturan smd.som . CSMC@sTMARySMD.CoM

Senate Bill _ Bond Bill Request -
St. I\{ary's County - Breton Bay Golf and

Country Club

SUPPORT

ffi





COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COUNTY
2021 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSAL FORM

JoINT MEETING
ST. MARy's CouNTy LEGISLAT|VE DELEGATToN AND CoMMIsstoNERs oF ST. MARY'S CoUNTY

OCTOIIER 6.2020 A1 6:(X) P.Nt.

41 770 BALDRIDGE STREET, LEoNARDToWN, MARYLAND

REeuEsToR: ALCoHot, Buvrucr BoARD oF ST. MARy's CouNTv - R. CunlsropHf,R BEAVER, ATToRNEY

& TAMARA HILDEBR{ND, ADMINISTRATOR

ADDRESS: 41650 TUDOR HALL RD., LEONARDTOWN' MD 20650

TET.EPHoNE: 301-475-4200 x 71600

EMAIL: TAMARA.HTLDEBRAND@srMARYsMD.coM

SUBJECT MATTER: NEW LEGISLATION

LEGISLATtvEREFERENCE(lFKNowN):AnnotatedCode:@s28.404
Code of St. Mary's County: ChaPter 

-FrscAL IMPAC"T: YES X No AMouNT: AppRox REvENUE $650/DlsrlLLERY

REQUEST (continue on separate sheet, if necessary):

Amendment of Title 28 of Division 2 of the Alcoholic Beverages Article for the issuance of permits to Class I

distillery license holders allowing for the sale of mixed drinks on-premises.

Proposed Bill is attached.

SuBMrr BY .\l (;t S 1 26. 2()10 ro:

CoMMrssroNERs oF ST. MARY'S Counrv
41770 BALDRTDGE STREET

P.O. Box 653
LEoNARDTOWN MARYLAND 20650

MATT MORGAN, DELECATE
DISTRICT 29A, ST. MARY'S COUNTY

310 HorrsE OFFTcE BUtLDING
6 BLADEN STREET

ANNAPoLTS, MD 21401csmc@stmarvsmd.com
matt.moruan@house.sta te.md.us

August 26 - Legislative Proposals are due to Commissioners and Delegate Morgan.
Scptcmbcr 21 - Legislative Proposals will be presented to the Commissioners at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

September 19 - Commissioners will take posilions/vote on legislative proposals at their regular meeting at 9:00 a.m.

Octobt'r 6 Joint Public Meeting with Commissioners and St. Mary's County Delegation at 6:00 p.m'

Requestors will be given WEBEX contact itrformrtion prior to the mectings to Psrticipate.

ANT)



Proposed Bill
L2

By: St. Mary's County Delegation
Introduced and read first time: ,202L

Committee Report:
House action:
Read second time: ,202r

CHAPTER 

-I AN ACT concerning

2 St. Mary's County - Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site Consumption Permit

3 FOR the purpose of establishing an on-site consumption permit for the holder ofa Class I
4 Distillery license in St. Mary's County authorized by Section 2-202(I) of MD Code,

5 Alcoholic Beverages, D. I, T. 2, Subt. 2; authorizing the sale of certain drinks under
6 the permit in a certain manner; establishing an annual fee for the permit; providing
7 for the application of certain provisions in St. Mary's County; and generally relating
8 to alcoholic beverages in St. Mary's County.

BY adding to
Article - Alcoholic Beverages
Section 28-404
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2016 Volume and 2019 Supplement)

I
10
11

t2
13

14
15

SECTION T. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAI ASSEMBLY OF MAR}'I-AND,
That the Laws of MaryIand read as follows:

Article - Alcoholic Beverages

t7 28-404.

18 (A) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION, THE BOARD

16

F]XPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE NtrATTER ADDED TO EXISTING L{W

Assigned to: 

-

[Brackets] inficate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlinins indicates amendments to bill-
St+ilre# indicate6 matter stricken from the biil by amendment or deleted from the law by amendment.



6 (B) (1) THE PERMIT HOLDER MAY NOT USE MORE THAN AN
7 AGGREGATE OF SEVEN THOUSAND, SEVEN HUNDRED, FIFTY (7,750)
8 GALLONS ANNUALLY OF LIQUOR THAT LICENSE HOLDER PRODUCES FOR
9 MD(ED DRINKS SOLD UNDER SUBSECTION (A) OF THIS SECTION.

10 (2) THE PERMIT HOLDER SHAI-L:

11 (I) COMPLYWITHTHEALCOHOLAWARENESS
12 REQUIREMENTS UNDER SECTION 4-505 OF THIS ARTICLE; AND

13 (rr)
14 RESTRICTIONS.

ABIDE BYALL APPLICABLE TRADE PRACTICE

15 (C) APPLICATIONS FOR THE PERMIT MAY NOT BE MADE NOT
16 LESS THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS BEFORE THE DAY ON WHICH THE
17 PERMIT IS TO TAKE EFFECT.

18 (D) THE ANNUAL PERMIT FEE IS $650.00.

19 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take
20 Effect October l,2O2l.

Page 3 of 3

1 MAY ISSUE TO A HOLDER OF A CLASS 1 DISTILLERY LICENSE A PERMIT
2 THAT ALLOWS FOR THE SALE OF MIXED DRINKS MADE FROM LIQUOR
3 WHICH LICENSE HOLDER PRODUCES THAT IS MD(ED WITH OTHER
4 NONALCOHOLIC INGREDIENTS FOR ON-PREMISES CONSUMPTION
5 AS AUTHORIZED BY SECTION 2-202 OF THIS ARTICLE.
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COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. ]VIARY'S COUNTY

'' ' 'lt t'

>r)
- .itn' a, r8l

T-rJ

James R. Cuy, President

Eric Colvin. ('ommissinner

Michael L. I leu in. Commissioner
l odd B. Morgan. Commissioner

John L. O'Connor. Commissioner

September 29. 2020

.lhe 
Honorable Mattherv Morgan

Marl land llouse of Delcgates
3 I 0 House Ot'fice Building
6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 2l 401

Re: St. Marl's County - Alcoholic Beverases - On-Site Consumprion Permit to amend Title 28

of the,4lu*ol llalercrges Article to allor.r'issuance of permits to Class I distillery license

holders

Dear Chairman Morgan

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support the zrmendment of Title 28 ol the Alcohol

Bererages Anicle to allow issuance ol permits to Class I distillerl' license holders allorving for
the sale of mixed drinks on premises as requested b1' the Alcohol Beverage Board of St. Mary's
County.

We appreciate the introduction of this legislation and believe this legislation will benefit the

citizens of St. Mar1,'s County. We look foru'ard to working with you on this and other initiatives

throughoul the session.

Sincerell',
(o MISSIONERS OF ST. lvtARY'S COUNTY

/h/
ames Randl' (iu1. President

('SM('AUrsf
I :,Consenu2l)2or l{1

Cc: Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian CrosbY

Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett, Counly Administrator
David WeiskoPf, CountY Attomel'

P.O.BOX653.C'IESAPEAI(EBI,ILDING.4ITTOBALDRID{iEST.'LEONARDTO$N'MD20650
PHONF.3ol.475.4200rl350.F^x3ol.4?5.4935.wwrl.stmarvsmd.com.cSMc@STMARYSMD.C()M



ST. MARY's CoUNTY GovERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

.o (ol Irr'

'ffi'
,,,'.,

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

House Bill _ - St Mary's County Alcoholic
Beverages - On-Site Consumption Permit

SUPPORT

2021

Delegate Chair
Committee

House Office Building, Room 101

6 Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE House Bill #: _- St Mary's County - Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site
Consumption Permit
Hearing on 2021

Dear Chairman

We request a lavorable report on House Bill 

-. 

We support the introduction of this

legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST, MARY'S COUNTY

James Randy Guy, President

Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald CIaIk
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
Commissioner John O'Comor
Dr- Rebecca Bridget! County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

p.o. Box 653 . cHEsApEAKE BUILDINC . 41770 BALDRTDGE sr., t.EoNARDTowN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 *1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 . www.stmarvsmd.com . CSMC@SrMARYSMD.coM

('c

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support House Bitl #: 

- 
St Mary's County -

Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site Consumption Permit which is being heard in the 

-

Committee on ,2021.



ST. MAR\''s CoUNTY GoVERNMENT

COMMISSIONERS OF
ST. MARY'S COUNTY

James R. Guy, President
Eric Colvin, Commissioner

Michael L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Todd B. Morgan, Commissioner

John E. O'Connor, Commissioner

Senate Bill _ - - St Mary's County - Alcoholic
Beverages On-SiteConsumptionPermit

SUPPORT

2021
Senator Chair

Committee

_ West
Miller Senate Office Building
I I Bladen Street
Annapolis, MD 21401

RE Senate Bill _ - St Mary's County - Alcoholic Beverages - On-Site
Consumption Permit
Hearing on ,2021

Dear Chairman

The Commissioners of St. Mary's County support Senate Bill _ - St Mary's
County Alcoholic Beverages On-Site Consumption Permit which is being heard in
the Committee on 202t.

We request a favorable report on Senate Bill _. We support the introduction of this
legislation and believe it would benefit the citizens of St. Mary's County. Thank you for your
consideration as well as your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY'S COTINTY

James Randy Guy, President

('c Senator Jack Bailey
Delegate Matthew Morgan
Delegate Gerald Clark
Delegate Brian Crosby
Commissioner Eric Colvin
Commissioner Michael Hewitt
Commissioner Todd Morgan
C-ommissioner John O'Connor
Dr. Rebecca Bridgett County Administrator
David Weiskopf, County Attomey

P.o. Box 653 . CIIESAPEAKE BUIt,DING .4I770 BALDRIDCE ST., LEONARDTOWN, MD 20650
pHoNE 301.475.4200 * 1350 . FAx 301.475.4935 , \\ u'w.sonan'smd.corr . CSMC@SrMARYSMD.COM

,\- -- ,.- --'ffi'
,,,.,,


