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2020 was a year like no other, to say the least. A deadly pandemic swept 
the globe, shuttering businesses and quarantining many. Yet we survived, and 
in many ways actually thrived. The temporary closures of the sites pushed us 
to explore new ideas and to become more creative and adaptive in all we did. 

We adapted schedules to maximize the safety of our staff and 
visitors. Administrative staff (five full-time employees and two part-time 
(Friends) employees teleworked from March through May, and then began 
coming in one day a week in June. After about six weeks, the staff began 
coming in more regularly as the sites were opened.

Flexibility was key as the situation evolved. Museum assistants were laid 
off in March and the water taxi captains were not hired for the season, which 
normally opens March 25th. All were brought back in June when we began 
running the water taxi. With the addition of the Old Jail Museum in June, we 
needed to hire several new museum assistants in addition to bringing back all 
those already on the books.

 We reopened sites gradually and safely. The St. Clement’s Island Museum 
reopened in September, and Piney Point followed in November, just in time 
for the annual Holiday Open Houses and exhibits.

We used down time for upgrades! We made some exciting changes at 
Piney Point while we were closed to the public, including:
• installing new flooring on the first floor of the main museum building 
• installing three new permanent exhibits in the main museum building
• completing the installation of a new temporary exhibit in the main muse-

um building
• installing new interpretive panels in the Keeper’s Quarters

Cover: The Old Jail Museum in Leonardtown is the latest 
addition to the St. Mary’s County Museum Division properties. 
Back and front cover photos by Conni Leigh James



We kept in touch with our community. Our biggest challenge was 
making sure the public did not forget us! 

We strengthened our presence on social media in a variety of 
ways, including:
• Opening an e-store where we carry many of our most popular items 

and where the public can buy or renew a Friends membership
• Beginning the weekly Wayback Wednesday series of local history  

stories on Facebook
• Changing Throwback Thursday to a From Our Collections presentation 

of interesting and unusual items from the collections
 
We gave quarantine-weary families an escape. Exploring the 
great outdoors was one of the few safe activites available during the 
pandemic, and that’s where we shine! We encouraged people to get 
outside and enjoy the beautiful parks, piers, picnic areas, walking paths 
and grounds that surround the museums.

We added a new museum! Our greatest accomplishment was the 
addition of the Old Jail Museum to our property list.
• It was put under the Museum Division on July 1st as both a museum 

and the official Leonardtown Visitor Center
• It opened full time to the public in September and operates on the 

same schedule as the other sites
• It served as the host site for a Business After Hours event for the 

Chamber of Commerce and has been open for all of Leonardtown’s 
First Friday events

Thank you for staying with us and continuing to support the 
Museum Division.
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Individual Members

Donna attick  Dorothy Bailey  James Banagan  Sue Blackwell  RoBeRt Bowes  anne chapman riDenour  PatRicia cheselDine rev. rory 

conley  Joy cox  ann DaviS  Rose Davis  claire Farquhar  Billy FitzgeRalD  BuFFy GiDDenS  Ben gilBeRt  roSe Guyther  helen hewitt  Joyce 

JuDD  Julia king  Shirley krucelyak  Phil langley  ann lawrence  shiRley leylanD  Frank locke  nancie lumPkins  Jean maDDox  John 

maDel  clauDia mcauliFFe  DaviD mitchell  carol moore  saRah newton  virGinia pettit  Betsy PineR  J. roGerS  maRy iDa RolaPe  eileen 

royS  maRJoRie RuBala  eDwarD SanDerS  eleanoR slateR  nicole Stewart  eleanoR stoRck  Sarah SwaleS  geoRge thomPson  mary tipton 

Polly tRaynham  marGaret vanmeter  Joan waRczynski  liz wather  kathleen weRneR  mary whetStine  conneR wolFe  Bill wriGhtSon                    

          

Family Members

thomaS chriStopher Bailey  michael Blackwell  JameS BrewSter  kRistine camPBell  willarD BarBara carlton  ann colvig  anna couGhlin 

kathleen cummings  liz curtz  Bill eggleston  merl evanS  chRis Fast  peter FranDSen  caRl FRanzen  GeorGe Guy  RoBin guytheR  anthony 

hammett  maRy leigh haRless  mike huSeman  laRRy hyatt  GeorGe kennett  steven koveR  Dorie anD BoBBie lear  cassanDRa maRtin             

thomaS mattinGly  kathy may  ronalD meDForD  timothy meRtz  GorDon moe  kenneth moRRis  maryann nocerino  RoBeRt PalmBy  Shawn 

parker  Joan Raley  John w. roache  chaRles RosenFielD  roBert ruSSell  lauRa stevens  DouGlaS waikart  James wooD 

Heritage Members

comBs, DRuRy, Reeves insuRance  lewie alDriDGe  Jon Baake  Samuel Bailey  michael BaRBouR  eD BoniFant  samuel BRown  Dan BurriS  tom 

DaugheRty  John Deatrick  maRcia DoeRR  SanDy DySon  tom emeRy  John FelicitaS  RoDney geRtz  SuSan Gilman  shelBy guazzo  FreDerick 

millhiSer  Dale sPRingeR  philip StinchcomB  PeteR veRBuRgt  Frank waikart  stePhanie waikaRt  thomaS wattS  RichaRD welch

Business Members: Silver

DySon BuilDinG center  community Bank oF the chesaPeake  calvert commercial real eState  RuDDy Duck seaFooD anD ale house   

printinG preSS  smeco

Business Members: Bronze

J.F. tayloR guy DistRiButing  DuGan, mckiSSick & lonGmore, llc

Patrons

kaRen aBRams  Jacqueline chilDerS  BoB Fastnaught  michael GarDiner  JeFFeRson glassie  karen GruBBer  Paul nelson  elliS nottinGham 

John Quinnette  pat Simonetta  lynn westRoPe  JameS winterS, Sr.  John wooD 

Other Donors

nuStar PRinting PRess  the Benevity community impact FunD  BaRBaRa wilson – FResnel lens Donation  cheSapeake Bay runninG cluB 

shawn PaRkeR  ShelBy Guazzo the gooD eaRth – Business aFteR houRs 

Grants Received

leonaRDtown aRts council  marylanD heritaGe area authority  national unDeRgRounD RailRoaD netwoRk to FReeDom  rotary cluB 

oF leonarDtown  southeRn maRylanD heRitage aRea authoRity   



Benefactors

evelyn wooD-aRnolD

Honorary Members

nancy easteRling  reGina FaDen  Dawn letts  SuSan wolFe

Lifetime Members

henry i. Gonzalez the aRk anD Dove society

Annual Appeal Donors

kaRen  aBRams  Samuel Bailey  DoRothy Bailey  Janice Bitetti  sue Blackwell  eD BoniFant  Joe Bowes  Samuel Brown  Dan BuRRis anne 

chapman riDenour  kathleen cummings  liz curtz  tom DaugheRty  ann DaviS  BRyan Dugan, esQ.  Bill eGGleSton  meRl evans  John FelicitaS 

Billy FitzgeRalD  peter FranDSen  caRl FRanzen  BuFFy GiDDenS  susan gilman  arthur l. GooDe  Joann gough  ShelBy Guazzo  michael guy 

Glenn Guy  Rose guytheR  helen hewitt  langFoRD Johnson  michael JohnSon  Joyce JuDD  Julia kinG  ann lawRence  howarD lennox  loRaine 

leonaRD  clauDia (iDa) mcauliFFe  timothy meRtz  FreDerick millhiSer  goRDon moe  paul nelSon  maRyann noceRino  elliS nottinGham 

RoBeRt PalmBy  Shawn parker  viRginia Pettit  mary iDa rolape  maRJoRie RuBala  pat Simonetta  JuDith steRling  Sarah SwaleS  henRy (BuD) 

viRts  Frank waikart  Douglas waikaRt  Joan warczynSki  maRy wathen  kathleen werner  lynn westRoPe  John wooD  evelyn wooD-aRnolD 

enterpriSe SyStemS manaGement  nancie lumPkins  
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Discover fascinating stories, fabulous 
water views and a full year of fun 
events in St. Mary's County, Maryland!
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