RULES & HOURS
OF OPERATION

TRAIL RULES AND HOURS
OF OPERATION ARE
POSTED ALONG THE TRAIL

MOTORIZED VEHICLES
ARE PROHIBITED

TRAIL OPENS AT SUNRISE
AND CLOSES AT SUNSET
TRAVEL ONLY AT SPEEDS
WHICH ARE SAFE AND
APPOPRIATE TO TRAIL
CONDITIONS AND USAGE
TRAVEL IN THE RIGHT
LANE; MOVE LEFT TO
PASS; GIVE APPROPRIATE
WARNING TO TRAIL USERS
AHEAD; AND MOVE OFF
THE TRAIL WHEN YOU
COME TO A STOP
PEDESTRIANS HAVE THE
RIGHT OF WAY

OBEY THE HELMET LAWS
STOP AT ALL
ROAD/STREET CROSSINGS
PETS MUST BE ON A 6'
LEASH AND CONTROLLED
AT ALL TIMES

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
ARE PROHIBITED

NO BICYCLE RACES OR
COMPETITIVE SPEEDING
PLEASE RESPECT PRIVATE
PROPERTY

BE A COURTEOUS USER OF
PUBLIC LANDS

OVERVIEW

The Three Notch Trail is being constructed in
multiple phases on the County owned
railroad right-of-way (ROW), which runs south
from Hughesville (in Charles County) to
Lexington Park (to the

Patuxent River Naval Air Station). The trail is a
non-motorized pedestrian and bicycle trail.
The trail is being constructed of asphalt and
will be 10 feet wide in most sections.
Appropriate signage, benches, crosswalks and
road barriers are also included where needed
to enhance the project. The project is
compliant with the Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA).

PHASE | & lI

Phase | of the trail opened in 2006 and begins
at MD 236, Thompson's Corner Road, and runs
about one mile to the Northern Senior Activity
Center.

Phase Il of the trail begins at the Northern
Senior Activity Center and runs about 2.25
miles north to Deborah Drive, in Charles
County. This section is also nhow complete.

PHASE Il & IV

Phase lll, from Wildewood to Wal-Mart, is
being constructed by several private
developers in the California area. The
Wildewood, South Plaza and Wal-Mart
sections are now complete. The County
completed construction of Phase IVA, from
Wal-Mart to Chancellors Run Road and Phase
IVB, from Chancellors Run Road to Pegg Road.
They were constructed as part of the FDR
Blvd. community road project.


https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/threenotchtrailbrochure.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/threenotchmap.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/threenotchtrailbrochure.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/Phase%201%20detail%20map.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/phase2map.pdf
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PHASES V, VI & VII

Construction is also complete on Phase V,
from John V. Baggett Park in Laurel Grove to
MD Rt. 5 in Mechanicsville.

Phase VI of the trail, from MD Rt. 5 to MD Rt.
236, is now open. Completion of this section
makes the trail in the northern area of the
County approximately 11 continuous miles.

Design and engineering is underway for Phase
VIl from MD Route 245 to FDR Blvd. Public
comment on Phase VIl will be taken until April
11, 2025. See the Public Notice for more
information. Phases VIII & IX, from MD Route
245 north to Baggett Park, are planned in
future years, as funding permits.

LAND, PRESERVATION, PARKS &
RECREATION PLAN

The approved St. Mary's County Land
Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan also
recommends creating a network of
connected walkways, trails, and paths
throughout the County and specifically
recommends completion of the Three Notch
Trail. The plan for the trail is also consistent
with the County’s Comprehensive Plan.

Development of the County’s railroad right-of-
way into a hiking and biking trail will provide
numerous recreational, tourism and
transportation opportunities. The trail will also
help promote the health and wellnhess
benefits of walking, biking and rollerblading.

LINKS OF INTEREST

Department of Natural Resources

American Hiking Society

Visit Maryland


https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/phase5map.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/Three%20Notch%20Trail%20Phase%206%20Map.pdf
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/ThreeNotchTrailPublicNotice.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/threenotchtrailbrochure.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/lpprp.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/lpprp.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/lpprp.pdf
https://www.stmarysmd.com/docs/lpprp.pdf
https://dnr.maryland.gov/publiclands/Pages/default.aspx
https://americanhiking.org/
https://www.visitmaryland.org/brochure
https://www.stmaryscountymd.gov/docs/threenotchmap.pdf

