ST. MARY’S COUNTY GOVERNMENT COMMISSIONERS OF ST. MARY’S COUNTY
James R. Guy, President
Mike Alderson, Jr., Commissioner

Jenna Guzman, Communications Director Eric S. Colvin, Commissioner
SMCG TV 95 Station Manager Michael. L. Hewitt, Commissioner
Media Inquiries: 301-475-4200, ext. 1342, or PIO@stmaryscountymd.gov Scott R. Ostrow, Commissioner

NEWS RELEASE for Immediate Release

No. 2025 - 204
October 28, 2025, 4 p.m.

St. Mary’s County Organizations Highlight Local Food Resources as SNAP
Benefits Potentially Lapse

Joint Release:

St. Mary’s County Government

St. Mary’s County Department of Social Services
St. Mary’s County Public Schools

St. Mary’s County Health Department

St. Mary’s County Libraries

St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office

LEONARDTOWN, MD - St. Mary’s County organizations are alerting residents that
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits may not be distributed on
November 1, 2025, due to the ongoing federal government shutdown. This potential interruption
could impact more than 11,000 county residents who rely on SNAP benefits for access to food
and groceries.

The County recognizes the hardship this situation may cause for community members and is
working closely with community partners to ensure that residents have access to available local
resources.

During this time, we encourage those who are able to donate to county food pantries to help
support neighbors in need. Every contribution, whether food, funds, or time, helps strengthen our
community. The St. Mary’s County Libraries will serve as a centralized drop-off point for
donations to be distributed throughout the community. Donations can also be made directly to
local pantries or through Feed St. Mary’s.

Community members affected by the lapse in benefits can access the following resources and
support:

e Local Food Pantries - Please see this flyer of local food pantries in St. Mary’s County,
organized by town.

e The Healthy St. Mary’s Partnership Food Security Text Program allows residents of
St. Mary’s County to receive weekly texts that include information on free food
distribution events, food pantries, and healthy, low-cost recipes.

o Sign up for this free program here.

— MORE -

St. Mary’s County Government (SMCG) delivers high quality public services, fosters opportunities for residents and businesses,
and works to preserve the county’s natural environment, rich heritage, and rural character.
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https://www.stmalib.org/
https://feedstmarys.org/
https://healthystmarys.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/SMC-Food-Pantries-Flyer-Revised-102025.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/healthystmarys/kgjeef6724
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e Maryland Access Point (MAP) provides a single point of entry to information and
referral services, long-term care planning, and connecting caregivers of older adults and
adults with disabilities to services offered by the Department of Aging & Human Services.

o View the Resource Guide for Older Adults here.
o Contact the St. Mary’s County MAP Coordinator at 301-475-4200 ext. 1057.

e The St. Mary’s County Public Schools Free and Reduced Lunch Program will
continue to provide meals to those students already enrolled in the program.

e St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office Community Outreach: Members of the Sheriff’s Office
COPs Unit will host food drives on Thursday, November 6, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at
Food Lion on Merchants Lane in Leonardtown and Giant on First Colony Way in
California to help replenish local food pantries and support families in need.

The St. Mary’s County Sheriff’s Office also urges residents to be vigilant for potential scams
related to SNAP benefits. Scammers may pose as government representatives or assistance
providers to collect personal information, PINs, or EBT card numbers. Residents should never
share personal or account information over the phone, by text, or online unless they have verified
the source.

For more information on food security and local resources available at this time, please visit
healthystmarys.com/foodsecurity.
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